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Caribbean Conference on Education for Rural People:
Food Security, Agricultural Competitiveness and Sustainable Livelihoods

18 and 19 May 2006

Royal St. Lucian

Rodney Bay, Saint Lucia, West Indies

Programme 
Thursday, 18 May 2006

Registration

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremony
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Chair:


Mr. Martin Satney, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, 



Forestry and Fisheries 
National Anthem of St. Lucia

Invocation:
Welcome:

Mr. Martin Satney, Chairperson
Opening Remarks:
Honourable Mario F. Michel, Minister of Education, Human Resources Development, Youth and Sport, Saint Lucia




Honourable Ignatius Jean, Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 


Fisheries, St. Lucia
Key Note Addresses:
A Global Partnership to Accelerate Progress towards MDG 1 and 2 through Education for Rural People 
Dr. Lavinia Gasperini, Senior Officer, Agricultural Education, Sustainable Development Department, FAO, Rome

Dr. David Atchoarena, Senior Project Analyst, UNESCO - International Institute for Educational Planning, Paris

Remarks 

Italy’s  support to ERP
Ms. Emanuela Benini, General Directorate for Development Cooperation (DGCS) Cooperazione Italiana 

REFRESHMENT BREAK 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Session I - Introductory Presentations
10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Chair: 
Ms. Joan John-Norville, Agricultural Director, Agricultural Services, Ministry 

of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Saint Lucia
Introduction of Participants 
Conference Rationale, 

Dr. Bill Seiders

Objectives and the Programme
Senior Extension Education Officer, 
Sub-regional 





Office for the Caribbean, FAO, Barbados
Procedural Matters


Matters pertaining to meals and accommodations, 





allowances, secretariat support to the Conference, 





transportation to the airport and reconfirmation of flights



Session II – Setting the Stage for Joint Action
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Background Presentations: 

Chair: 
Honourable Roger Clarke, Minister of Agriculture and Land, Jamaica 

11:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
ERP in the Broader Latin 

Ms. Vera Boerger, Education and Communication 
America and Caribbean Region 
Officer, FAO, Santiago, Chile
11:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Rurality and Sustainable 

Mr. Joseph Peltier, Regional Specialist in Sustainable Livelihoods in the Caribbean

Rural Development, Inter-American Institute for





Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Barbados

11:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.


Agricultural Competitiveness and
Mr. Gregg Rawlins, Consultant Project Manager, 

Food Security in the 
Caribbean 
FAO/CARICOM/ CARIFORUM/ Government of Italy





Food Security Project
11:45 - 12:00
Agricultural Research and 

Mrs. Claudette de Freitas, Information Resources 
 Development in Support of 

Manager, Caribbean Agricultural Research and Education for Rural People

Development Institute (CARDI)

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Plenary Discussion
LUNCH 

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Session III – Small Group Discussion:
1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Group Set A1, A2 and A3 – Current status of Poverty, Food Security, (MDG1), Agricultural Competitiveness and Sustainable Livelihoods in the Caribbean: Implications for Education and Training 

Group A1 Facilitator: 


Rapporteur

Group A2 Facilitator: 


Rapporteur

Group A3 Facilitator: 


Rapporteur
Group Set B4, B5 and B6 – Current status of Access, Quality and Capacity Issues Related to ERP (MDG 2) in the Caribbean 

Group B4 Facilitator:


Rapporteur

Group B5 Facilitator: 


Rapporteur

Group B6 Facilitator:


Rapporteur
3:00 p.m. – 3:40 p.m. REFRESHMENT BREAK 

(Rapporteurs of the each set of groups meet to draft a common report on their theme)
Plenary – Presentation of Group Work and Discussion
Chair: Honourable Girlyn Miguel, Minister of Education, St. Vincent & the Grenadines

 3:40 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Report back from the two sets of groups
4:30 p.m. Depart Hotel for Welcome Reception and a Sunset Cruise  
Day Two, Friday, 19 May 2006

SESSION IV – Good Practices and Lessons Learned

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Chair:  Honourable Cynthia Yvonne Ford, Minister of Education, Barbados
8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.

IICA’s Experience: Education and Training for Rural People in the Caribbean, Ms. Una May Gordon, IICA Representative in the Eastern Caribbean States
8:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Caribbean Integrated School Gardening Initiative, Dr. Carmen Dardano, Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO Sub-regional Office for the Caribbean, Barbados 

9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Skills Training through the Adult Education Association of 
Guyana and Capacity Building among HIV/AIDS Communities in Guyana, Ms. Vanessa Thompson and Ms. Jean Lowry, Country Director, CHF – Partners in Rural Development
9.15 -9.30
Questions for clarification, initial comment
9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Education for Sustainable Development and Education for Rural People in the Caribbean, Ms. Ushio Miura, UNESCO Office for the Caribbean with Mr. Santosh Khatri, UNESCO, Paris. 
9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Skill Enhancement for the New Workforce with Implications for Rural Populations in the Caribbean, Ms. Maxine Harris, Caribbean Forum for Development managed by the Caribbean Development Bank

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Youth and Agriculture, Calvin James, Youth Researcher, Food, Nutrition and Agricultural Development, Trinidad and Tobago  
10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Questions for clarification, initial comment
10:30 a.m. BREAK to pick up refreshments and move to country group work

Session V – National Strategies - Country-specific Group Work
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
National strategies and commitments for strengthening education for rural people in each participant country of the Caribbean: country-based working groups to discuss and produce written resolutions and recommendations for action in individual countries.
LUNCH (12:30 – 2:00 p.m.)
Session V – Strategies (continued) 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Chair: Honourable Montgomery Daniel, Ministry of Agriculture, St. Vincent & the Grenadines
2:00 – 3.30 p.m. Representatives of each country report the actions they intend to take to promote ERP, taking 7-8 minutes each: Antigua, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kits & Nevis, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, St. Lucia (host country)

Refreshment Break (3:30 – 4:00 p.m.)
Session VI –Plenary Presentation of Draft Communiqué on ERP in the Caribbean’ 
4:00 – 4:45 p.m.
Chair: Mr. Donovan Stanberry, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Jamaica
3:30-3:45 Summary presentation of draft communiqué
3:45-4:00 Country representatives assess the draft’s reflection of the discussions and resolutions for action

4:00-4:30 Comments from participants
Closing Ceremony

4:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Closing Remarks

Ms. Emanuela Benini, Director, Italian Development Cooperation, Regional Office for Central America and the Caribbean

Dr. Bill Seiders, Senior Extension Education Officer, Sub-regional
Office for the Caribbean, FAO, Barbados
Mr. Martin Satney, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Saint Lucia  
Ms. Esther Brathwaite, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education, Human Resource Development, Youth and Sport, Saint Lucia 
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