OMIK YOUTH SUPPORT INITIATIVE 

Project no. 03-2004

A brief report on the activities and outcomes of the first workshop held for the Inter-Ministerial and Stakeholder Working Group (IMSWG) on Curriculum Contextualization for basic education (grades 6-9) in rural areas.

The 2 day workshop, held at OSCE HQ on 3 and 4 March 2005, brought together:

· Specialists in education and training from the Ministries of Education, Science and Technology; Youth, Sport and Culture; Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development; Environment and Spacial Planning; Labour and Social Welfare; and Trade and Industry; 

· Representatives from Lipjan Municipality Departments of Education, Agriculture, Employment, Youth and Women’s affairs, and the Municipal Assembly; and 

· School Directors, members of School Boards, teachers and village leaders from three rural primary schools and villages in Lipjan Municipality.

(The workshop programme and list of participants are attached, Appendix 1 and 2.)

This is the first time such a large and diverse group of inter-ministerial and local stakeholders has met and discussed education issues in relation to youth and employment in rural areas. It was an extremely well attended and successful workshop. Everyone worked together in a very constructive way and the aims of the workshop were all achieved (see Appendix 3). 

The activities of the workshop can be summarized as follows:      

Day 1.

Following the opening and welcome by OSCE, participants were introduced to the purpose of the workshop and the role of the IMSWG in Curriculum Contextualisation. An introduction to Curriculum Contextualisation for rural learners in Kosovo was given, including why it is important, who should be involved and how it can be achieved. The head of the section for curriculum planning in MEST outlined the progress regarding curriculum reform for grades 1-12, including who has been involved, what has been achieved so far, and what still remains to be done. Three School Directors gave an overview of what is happening in their rural schools and the difficulties encountered when implementing the new curriculum. 

Representatives from various Ministries and other organizations were then invited to present an overview of their education and training activities and how these relate to the learning needs of children and youth in rural areas. A summary of the main points from these presentations is given in Appendix 4. 

Day 2. 

Participants were divided into small mixed groups and given a group exercise on curriculum contextualization for rural learners (see Appendix 5). Many interesting ideas emerged from these discussions, showing the need to undertake curriculum contextualization in rural schools and suggesting how this could be done. It was clear from the outcomes of this group exercise, that participants had understood the process of curriculum contextualization very well.

The final item of the workshop was a discussion on the future activities of the Working Group (see Appendix 6). Although the Working Group did not produce an ‘Action Plan for Curriculum Contextualisation’ (it was too soon to be able to do this) there was a very useful discussion on the future role and composition of the Working Group. All members wished to continue with the Working Group, and suggested a permanent chairperson be appointed from MEST. They also suggested the TORs should be more specific, that a representative from the Ministry of Health should be invited to join the group and future workshops should include more school teachers. It was proposed that, to begin with, the Working Group should focus on Contextualising the ‘Optional Curriculum’ for grades 6-9 and that the activities of the Working Group should be carried out on a ‘Pilot’ basis with rural schools in Lipjan Municipality.

Following the workshop some revisions were made to the composition of the IMSWG (see Appendix 7) and to the draft TORs (see Appendix 8).   

Jill White,

Pristina, 6 March 2005.

Appendix 1

INTER-MINISTERIAL AND STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP (IMSWG) ON CURRICULUM CONTEXTUALISATION FOR RURAL PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

(GRADES 6-9)

INCEPTION WORKSHOP

Date: 3 - 4 March 2005

Location: OSCE, Pristina

Programme

Day 1

10.00

Opening and Welcome (Interim Chairperson from MEST)

10.10

Participants introduce themselves

10.20

The importance of Inter-ministerial and stakeholder collaboration and the role of OSCE 


in the Youth Support Initiative (Eranda Aliu, OSCE)

10.30

The role of the IMSWG and the purpose of the workshop (Jill White, OSCE)

10.45

Introduction to Curriculum Contextualisation for rural schools (Jill White, OSCE)

11.00

Coffee break

11.15

An overview of curriculum reform for basic education - grades 6-9. Who is involved, 


how far have we got and what are the next steps 



(Mr Ramush Lekaj, Chief of Curriculum Planning, MEST)

11.35

A view from the schools. How are curriculum reforms being implemented in rural 


schools and what are the problems (School Directors) 

12.00

Open discussion and summary (Chairperson) 

12.30

Lunch 

13.30

Presentations by participants (10 minutes) on the Education and Training activities of 


their Ministry/Department or Organisation and how this could relate to rural primary 


schools

14.45

Tea break

15.00

Views of community leaders on the education needs of rural youth.

15.15

Plenary discussion and summary 

15.45

Closure

Day 2

10.00

Summary of day 1 and introduction to day 2  (Jill White) 

10.15

Working in Groups: To analyse the curriculum (grade 9) and suggest which parts 


(subjects and topics) of the curriculum could be contextualised for rural learners. 



This could be within existing subjects (core curriculum) or by introducing additional 


subjects (optional curriculum).

11.15

Coffee

11.30

Group presentations 

12.30

Plenary discussion and summary

12.45

Lunch

13.45

Develop an Action Plan for Curriculum Contextualisation



What are the next steps? What are the activities and who is responsible?



The future activities and role of the IMSWG

14.45

Conclusions - preparations for the next step

15.00 

Closure and tea

Appendix 2

List of Participants

Workshop Participants 

OSCE, March 3, 2005

	 
	Name
	Organization
	Tel.
	E-mail

	 1
	 Rexhep Rexhepi
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	 
	 

	 2
	 Ufkir Jashari
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	 
	 

	 3
	 Afrim Frrokaj
	MAFRD 
	038 211 605 
	afrimfrrokaj@hotmail.com 

	4
	Mevlide Shamolli
	MEF, social sector 
	044 185 605
	mevlideshamolli@hotmail.com

	5
	Isa Bahtiri
	Education Department, Lipjan
	044 206 415
	

	6
	Ramush Lekaj
	MEST
	044 166 471
	ramushl@hotmail.com

	7
	Hysni Terziu
	MTI
	044 134 730
	hysniterziu@org.eumik

	8
	Ganimete Dragaqina
	Employment office, Lipjan 
	063 8610927
	

	9
	Nerxhivane Islami
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	044 201 727
	Luledielli1@hotmail.com

	10
	Muharrem Ratkoceri
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	044 150 272
	

	11
	Xhelal Ratkoceri
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	
	

	12
	Habib Olluri
	Village Krojmir
	044 225 559
	

	13
	Rizah Qeriqi
	Primary school, Krojmir, Lipjan
	044 152 137
	

	14
	Isuf Bajraktari
	Primary school, Krojmir, Lipjan
	044 285 449
	

	15
	Bajram Karameta
	Primary school, Krojmir, Lipjan
	044 288 270
	

	16
	Ragip Rrustemi
	Education regional office, Pristina
	044 151 602
	rrustemi@hotmail.com

	17
	Avdyl M. Lipoveci
	MCYS
	044 313 500
	Avdylm.lipoveci@gmail.com

	18
	Idriz Kelmendi
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	044 122 119
	

	19
	Ismet Potera
	MESP
	044 199 251
	ismetpotera@yahoo.com

	20
	Ruzhdi Hajdini
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	044 206 884
	

	21
	Bajram Nura
	Primary school, Qirez, Skenderaj
	044 194 781
	

	22
	Jehona Namani-Rexha
	MLSW
	038 212 054
	jehonanamani@hotmail.com

	23
	Lumnie Mehmetaj
	KOSVET
	044 126 035
	lumemeh@yahoo.com

	24
	Afrim Sadiku
	Agriculture department, Lipjan
	038 581 536
	Afrimsadiku@hotmail.com

	25
	Gjyste Dabaj  
	Gender office, Lipjan
	038 581 505
	gjdabaj@hotmail.com

	26
	Driat Carabregu
	OSCE
	038 500 162
	Driat.carabregu@osce.org

	27
	Nerimane Gerguri
	KPSS
	044 367 253
	Nerimane.gerguri@kpss-ko.org

	28
	Juliane Hertweck
	KPSS
	028 70 614
	Juliane.hertweck@kpss-ko.org

	29
	Deme Hoti
	Education Faculty
	044 145 268
	Deho52@yahoo.com

	30
	Serton Ajeti
	FAO
	038  513 719
	rsrkassistant@fao.ipko.net

	31
	Anton Gojani
	MLSW
	038 212 053
	Gojani_a@yahoo.com

	32
	
	
	
	

	33
	
	
	
	


Workshop Participants 

OSCE, March 4, 2005

	 
	Name
	Organization
	Tel.
	E-mail

	 1
	 Rexhep Rexhepi
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	 063 737 80 95
	 

	 2
	Idriz Kelmendi
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	044 122 119
	 

	 3
	Nerxhivane Islami
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	044 201 727
	Luledielli1@hotmail.com

	4
	Lumnie Mehmetaj
	KOSVET
	044 126 035
	lumemeh@yahoo.com

	5
	Berat Recica
	OSCE Lipjan
	044 136 840
	Berat.recica@osce.org

	6
	Majlinda Rizvanolli
	Swisscontact
	044 249 375
	majlindar@swisscontactkos.org

	7
	 Afrim Frrokaj
	MAFRD 
	038 211 605 
	afrimfrrokaj@hotmail.com 

	8
	Ismet Potera
	MESP
	044 199 251
	ismetpotera@yahoo.com

	9
	 Ufkir Jashari
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	063 874 60 54
	

	10
	Muharrem Ratkoceri
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	044 150 272
	

	11
	Gjyste Dabaj  
	Gender office, Lipjan
	038 581 505
	gjdabaj@hotmail.com

	12
	Ganimete Dragaqina
	Employment office, Lipjan 
	063 8610927
	

	13
	Isa Bahtiri
	Education Department, Lipjan
	044 206 415
	

	14
	Ruzhdi Hajdini
	Primary school, Rufci i Ri, Lipjan 
	044 206 884
	

	15
	Afrim Sadiku
	Agriculture department, Lipjan
	038 581 536
	Afrimsadiku@hotmail.com

	16
	Xhelal Ratkoceri
	Primary school, Llugagji, Lipjan
	
	

	17
	Juliane Hertweck
	KPSS
	028 70 614
	Juliane.hertweck@kpss-ko.org

	18
	Mevlide Shamolli
	Municipal assembly  
	044 185 605
	mevlideshamolli@hotmail.com

	19
	Nazmie Fazliu 
	MEF
	038 541 969
	

	20
	Feti Krasniqi
	Secondary agriculture school, Lipjan
	044 345 142
	fetikrasniqi@hotmail.com

	21
	Ragip Rrustemi
	Education regional office, Pristina
	044 151 602
	rrustemi@hotmail.com

	22
	Ramush Lekaj
	MEST
	044 166 471
	ramushl@hotmail.com

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	


Appendix 3

PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP

1. TO ENCOURAGE COOPERATION AND COLLABORATION - between different ministries and with local stakeholders

2. AWARENESS RAISING - about issues related to Education and Employment for Youth in rural areas

3. TO DEVELOP AN ACTION PLAN - for curriculum contextualisation in rural primary schools (grades 6-9)

4. TO DECIDE ON THE FUTURE ROLE AND ACTIVITIES OF THE IMSWG

Appendix 4 

Main points from Participants’ Presentations Day 1

· Development of the new Curriculum for grades 1-12 is on-going. In the current phase grades 3, 8 and 12 curricula are being developed. Over 200 ‘experts’ have been involved so far in curriculum development.

· The curriculum is a framework with space for teachers to add what they want to according to their own situation.  

· There will shortly be an evaluation of the new curriculum by a specialist team from the University of London, Institute of Education.

· To accompany the new curriculum, textbooks are being produced and teachers are gradually being trained.

· Schools are experiencing many problems with the new curriculum, they don’t have textbooks or teaching materials and many teachers have not been trained.

· Some of the new textbooks do not comply with the new curriculum.

· It seems schools are not implementing the ‘Optional Curriculum’ (10-20%).

· Teacher training both pre-service and in-service is linked to the new curriculum. It is unlikely that teacher training targets will be met.

· There is a need to clarify what subjects could go into the ‘Optional Curriculum’ and how this could be achieved.

· It is important to include careers guidance in lower secondary school so that students can select their future professions and further studies.

· More co-operation is needed between ministries in curriculum contextualizing.

· Agriculture is being taught in grade 9 but it covers a bit of everything and is not related to the environment of the learner. There are different agro-ecological zones and production systems in Kosovo, this should be reflected in the curriculum for agriculture.

· It is important for grade 9 students to be able to support themselves after they leave school.

· There is a need for better leadership in schools.

· There should be greater opportunity for schools to decide on what they teach.

· Lack of professional education is limiting enterprise and economic development in Kosovo.

· Business skills and Enterprise skills should be part of the curriculum so that young people can manage their own business when they finish school.

· Health education is very important in rural areas and should be included in the curriculum in primary school.

· Cultural heritage is very important for young people and should be included in the curriculum, especially in rural areas.

· Environmental education has largely been neglected by the new curriculum. It is not sufficient to teach about business and production but must also make people aware of the need to take care of the environment.

· Environmental problems are specific to locations and could be the subject of ‘contextualisation’.

· There are already many teaching materials available for environmental awareness and protection.

· Teachers do not have to teach everything, other agencies can be used by schools to teach certain topics. One example is the Community Police who visit schools to talk about safety issues in the community. 

Appendix 5

GROUP DISCUSSION

Look at the curriculum plan and subject textbooks for grade 9.

Suggest how the curriculum for grade 9 could be modified (contextualised) to provide more relevant learning experiences for rural students. 

This could be  

1) by introducing new topics or examples and materials within existing subjects (core curriculum) or 

2) by introducing new subjects (optional curriculum). 

Put your ideas onto a flipchart and prepare a presentation (max 10 mins) 


Appendix 6

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION BY IMSWG

Should we continue with the IMSWG on Curriculum Contextualisation in rural schools?

Please consider the following:

1. If the IMSWG were to continue to work together

 
What should be its role and responsibilities?



What activities should the IMSWG carry out?



Who should be members of the IMSWG?

Who should be the chair of the WG (institution and individual) and responsible for organizing its activities? 


2. If the IMSWG did not continue

How can the process of curriculum contextualization for rural schools be carried forward?

Please give your views.  


Appendix 7

INTER-MINISTERIAL AND STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP (IMSWG) ON CURRICULUM CONTEXTUALISATION FOR BASIC EDUCATION (GRADES 6-9) IN RURAL AREAS

(Revised)TERMS OF REFERENCE

To be composed of representatives from key ministries (MEST, MAFRD, MLSW, MESP, MTI, MCYS, and MHealth) at central, regional and municipal level, rural schools (Director, School Board members and Teachers) and community leaders, NGOs and other key stakeholders concerned with basic education in rural areas. The Chairperson of the IMSWG will be from the MEST.

The purpose of the working group is to provide expertise and advice on improvements to the curriculum for grades 6-9. Through cross-ministerial cooperation and stakeholder consultation, the working group will assist the process of curriculum contextualization for basic education (grades 6-9) in rural areas.

The outcomes from the IMSWG will be fed directly back into the Curriculum Development and Review process of the MEST, which has the responsibility for curriculum matters for formal education.  

Specific responsibilities of members of the IMSWG:

In cooperation with other members of the group;

· Advise and support teachers in the process of curriculum contextualization for rural primary schools (grades 6-9) 

· Attend Working Group meetings/workshops (three 2 day workshops are planned for the period January – June 2005), contribute to discussions and make technical inputs/presentations to the WG as required

· Identify additional learning needs (knowledge and skills) for rural students in grades 6-9 relevant to their (Ministry’s or organisation’s) area of expertise and advise on what topics and subjects could be incorporated into the curriculum (grades 6-9) in rural schools  

· Provide examples of materials and activities which can be used to contextualize learning in rural schools

· Identify additional optional ‘modules’ (with topics, content and learning outcomes) for grades 6-9 which provide learning experiences relevant to life in rural areas, support for rural employment and agricultural and rural income generating activities

· Assist in developing an improved system and process for reviewing and contextualizing the curriculum in schools.

Appendix 8

INTER-MINISTERIAL AND STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP (IMSWG) ON CURRICULUM CONTEXTUALISATION FOR BASIC EDUCATION (GRADES 6-9) IN RURAL AREAS

(Revised)Composition of Working Group (approx 30 persons)

(Named Representatives to be identified and appointed by concerned ministries and institutions)  

· Chairperson from the Ministry of Education (MEST)

· MEST – 1 or 2 Specialists Curriculum Development and Teacher Training for grades 6-9

· MAFRD – Specialist Agricultural (Natural Resources) Education and Training/Needs Assessment

· MLSW or Vocational Education and Training (KOSVET)  - Specialist Careers guidance

· MESP – Environmental Education Specialist

· MCYS – Specialist on Youth and Development 

· MTI – Specialist on Employment opportunities and Entrepreneurship (SMEs)

· OSCE – Specialist in Democratic/Human rights and responsibilities

· Faculty of Education or Kosovo Education Centre (KEC) - Specialist in Curriculum Planning and/or Teacher Education

· MHealth – Specialist in Community Health Education

One Pilot Municipality (Lipjan) Representatives from Departments of:

· Education

· Agriculture/Rural Development

· Employment

· Youth and Women’s affairs 

· Municipal Assembly

· NGOs involved in Non-Formal Education and Training in rural areas

5 rural schools (Llugagji, Rufciiri, Krojmir and 2 others) in Lipjan municipality:

· School Board

· Director

· Teachers for grades 6-9

Community (Village) Leaders or representative for above schools



