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Children orphaned by AIDS: improving their Food Security through Junior Farmer Field Schools

The challenge
· June 1985 marked the first official case of HIV/AIDS in Zimbabwe, today less than 20 years later Zimbabwe is loosing an estimated 2500 people / week. 
· At the end of 2003 the number of HIV/AIDS orphans (aged 0 to 14 years) was estimated to be 761,000.

· In the rural areas, the HIV/AIDS epidemic has led to the collapse of many extended family networks. The death of parents leads to a widespread loss of local knowledge of agro-ecology and farming practices. 

· The loss of productive generations puts a burden on those surviving to cope with severe labour shortages and increased household responsibilities. 

Consequently there is increased pressure on the youth to run farming operations and maintain food security.

FAO response to the orphans’crisis:

The set up of Junior Farmer Field Schools is based on FAO’s successful participatory experience and methodology of the Farmer Field Schools and will focus on:

1. Teaching activities with regard to traditional “food security type” agriculture and livestock production.

2. Promotion of life skills, self-confidence and gender equality through practical field activities.

3. Equip the youth with business entrepreneurial skills necessary for on-farm 

     income-generation. 
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FAO JFFS is establishing a partnership with local groups, NGOs and universities as a joint effort to support Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVCs).  FAO JFFS is collaborating with following organizations: 
· Bethany (a local NGO) as a part of “Support to Replicable Innovative Village/Community Based Efforts (STRIVE) Program” implemented by  Catholic Relief Service (CRS) have already trained 20 local extension officers in Zvishavane district to:
· Cover OVCs special needs 

· Mobilize community resource in order to ensure sustainable activities.

· Ensure accessible and affordable care for the family members of the JFFS beneficiaries and integrate them into existing care and prevention programs.

· Students from National University of Science and Technology (NUST) and other universities will train JFFS beneficiaries in small business/ entrepreneurship as a part of university curriculum.

· The Rural Poultry Centre from Mozambique will train JFFS beneficiaries on crop production and livestock production. 
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Contact: Rod Charters, Emergency Operations Coordinator for Zimbabwe, FAO Sub-Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa  (E-mail:Rod.Charters@fao.org)
For further information on FAO work on HIV/AIDS, visit www.fao.org/hivaids   
FAO, 2004






The FAO/ICRISAT pilot project on JFFS in Zimbabwe in Zvishavane district: 





Number of Junior Farmers Field Schools: 8


Number of OVCs being trained: 94 boys and 91 girls 








� Zimbabwe National HIV/AIDS Estimates, 2003, Health Information and Surveillance Unit, Department of Disease Prevention and Control, AIDS&TB Programme
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