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REVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING
ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

FOURTH NEGOTIATING DRAFT

CORRIGENDUM

In document CGRFA/IUND/4, on page 25, immediately following the heading, “Article 12
- Farmers’ Rights”, the original text of the International Undertaking, as shown in previous
negotiating drafts as Articles 12.1 and 12.2, has inadvertently been omitted.

The corrected text is as shown overleaf:



CORRECTED TEXT

Article 12 - Farmers’ Rights1

12.1 [States adhering] [Parties] to this [Undertaking] recognize the enormous
contribution that farmers of all regions have made to the conservation and
development of plant genetic resources, which constitute the basis of plant production
throughout the world, and which form the basis for the concept of Farmers’ Rights;

12.2 Farmers’ Rights are vested in [the International Community], as trustee for
present and future generations of farmers, for the purpose of ensuring full benefits to
farmers, and supporting the continuation of their contributions, as well as the
attainment of the overall purposes of this [Undertaking] in order to:

(a) [ensure] that the need for conservation is globally recognized and that
sufficient funds for these purposes will be [made] available;

(b) assist farmers and farming communities, in all regions of the world, but
especially in the areas of origin/diversity of plant genetic resources, in
the [protection and] conservation [and sustainable use] of their plant
genetic resources, and [the protection]  of the natural biosphere;

(c) allow farmers, their communities, and countries in all regions, to
participate fully in the benefits derived, at present and in the future,
from the improved use of plant genetic resources, through plant breeding
and other scientific methods.

NOTE: During the Commission’s Third Extraordinary Session, a suggestion was made to change
the title to “Farmers’ Rights and Rights of Farmers’ Communities”.

NEW WORDING AGREED AT THE THIRD EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

ALTERNATIVE A
12.1 Governments adhering to this [Undertaking] recognize the enormous contribution that

farmers of all regions of the world, particularly those in the centres of origin and crop
plant diversity, have made and will continue to make for the conservation and
development of plant genetic resources which constitute the basis for food and agriculture
production throughout the world, which in return form the basis for [the concept of]
Farmers’ Rights and] appropriate measures [, which are non-discriminatory and non
trade-distorting,] necessary for them to continue to conserve, manage and improve plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture.

- - - The Text continues as in CGRFA/IUND/4 - - -

                                                
1 CBD ARTICLE 8 -  In-situ conservation: “Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as

appropriate:
 ......
(j) Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of
indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity and promote their wider application with the approval and
involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices and encourage the equitable sharing


