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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The fifth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates, from 12 to 14 May 2009. In relation to the work of the Working Group on 
Fisheries Management (WGFM) the Commission addressed: 
 

 report of the outcomes of the second meeting of the WGFM (Cairo, Egypt, 27-30 October 
2008); 

 stock status reporting; 
 review of capture fishery statistics in the RECOFI area; 
 improving the utility and diffusion of fisheries statistical data among RECOFI Members, 

and 
 illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing including port State measures in the 

RECOFI region. 
 

2. In addition, the Commission reviewed the prioritized draft work programmes submitted by 
the WGFM and the Working Group on Aquaculture. The Commission’s agreed work programme 
for the 2009-2010 biennium in relation to the work of the WGFM is considered in paper 
RECOFI:WGFM3/2009/4. 
 
DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION 
 
3. In reviewing the activities of the WGFM in the intersessional period the Commission made 
the following decisions and recommendations: 
 
Report of the outcomes of the second meeting of the WGFM (Cairo, Egypt, 27-30 October 2008) 
 

 adopted the terms of reference for the WGFM; 
 endorsed the RECOFI Regional Strategy and Priorities for Regional Fisheries 

Management, including a work plan; and 
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 adopted the terms of reference for the National Focal Points on Fisheries Management. 
 

Stock status reporting 
 

 agreed that it should adopt a pragmatic approach to stock assessment focusing on 
standardized reporting of priority species identified by the WGFM; 

 agreed that a regional workshop on stock indicators and stocks status reporting be held; 
 agreed that an ecosystem approach to fisheries and adaptive management procedures be 

adopted, and 
 agreed that cooperation among RECOFI Members be improved for the appraisal of the 

state of fishery resources and the formulation of scientific advice for management. 
  

Improving the utility and diffusion of fisheries statistical data among RECOFI Members 
 

 agreed that a systematic evaluation be undertaken of all national statistical programmes to 
provide national authorities with realistic recommendations for improving the 
performance of their fishery statistical programmes and facilitating data harmonization at 
regional level; 

 agreed that an expanded regional database be developed; 
 endorsed the simple questionnaire that had been developed at the second meeting of the 

WGFM to describe national fisheries in a standard format and to facilitate the recording 
of information by Members. 

 suggested that Members concentrate on the collection of catch and other relevant data for 
the priority species listed by the WGFM. 

 
Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing including port State measures 
 

 restated its concern about the presence and impact of IUU fishing in the region and 
encouraged Members to take steps to combat it at all levels and in all fisheries; 

 welcomed Oman’s forward-looking proposal on IUU fishing reporting1 and agreed that 
Oman should submit a paper on it to the October 2009 WGFM meeting for its review and 
consideration, and 

 agreed that the Secretariat should support, on an ad hoc basis, a subregional meeting 
among the three Members (Iran, Iraq and Kuwait) with the view to promote enhanced 
cooperation. The Commission agreed further that the Secretariat should liaise directly 
with the three Members concerning arrangements for the meeting. 

 
4. Decisions made by the Commission in relation to capture fisheries should be incorporated 
into the work programme of the WGFM to ensure that they are implemented. Attachment 1 lists 
the proposals made by the second meeting of the WGFM in relation to the papers prepared for the 
fifth session of the Commission, its decisions in relation to capture fisheries and information on 
action that has been taken to implement or should be taken to implement them. Input from the 
WGFM is required to complete the column relating to action in Attachment 1. 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION BY THE WORKING GROUP 
 
5. The Working Group is invited to: 
 

 review the decisions and recommendations of the Commission and offer comments as 
appropriate; 

                                                      
1 Oman proposed that RECOFI initiate a reporting system for IUU fishing violations. It was suggested that Members 
report violations to the Secretariat who would maintain a record of reports. It was noted that such reporting was 
common in other fisheries commissions and that it would enhance transparency and strengthen dialogue among 
Members to reinforce fisheries management. 
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 propose ways and means to ensure that appropriate follow-up action is taken at the 
national and regional levels, as appropriate, to implement the decisions and 
recommendations, including through providing information to complete Attachment 1; 
and 

 provide guidance to the Secretariat, as appropriate, on further steps for implementation. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

DECISIONS OF THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR FISHERIES AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES FOR THE WORKING 
GROUP ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT, 2009-2010 

 

Activity WGFM proposals  

(second meeting October 2008) 

Commission decisions 

(fifth session May 2009) 

Action taken or to be taken 

Terms of reference (TORs) for the 
Working Group on Fisheries 
Management 

Adopted the terms of reference for the WGFM  No action required. The TORs can be 
reviewed as and when the WGFM 
considers this to be necessary. 

Regional Strategy and Priorities to be 
updated for third meeting of the WGFM 

RECOFI regional strategy and 
priorities for fisheries management 
including a work plan and a list of 
activities for the WGFM 

 

Endorsed the RECOFI Regional Strategy and 
Priorities for Regional Fisheries Management, 
including a work plan 

List of activities to be updated for review 
at the third meeting of the WGFM 

Working Group on Fisheries 
Management 

Terms of reference for the national 
focal points on fisheries management 

 

Adopted the terms of reference for the national 
focal points on fisheries management  

No action required. The TORs can be 
reviewed as and when the WGFM 
considers this to be necessary. 

Agreed that the Commission should adopt a 
pragmatic approach to stock assessment 
focusing on standardized reporting of priority 
species identified by the WGFM 

1.Establishment of minimum data reporting 
requirement 

2. A recommendation is required for the 
Commission’s sixth session on minimum 
data collection and reporting. 

Agreed that a regional workshop on stock 
indicators and stock status reporting should be 
held 

Workshop held (Tehran, Iran, 26-29 July 
2009). The report on the meeting is 
available (document RECOFI: 
WGFM3/2009/8). 

Stock status reporting Regional workshop to develop stock 
status reporting 

 

Agreed that an ecosystem system approach to 
fisheries and adaptive management procedures 
be adopted2 

 

                                                      
2 With reference to the issue raised by some Members on the need to develop an ecosystem approach to fisheries in the RECOFI region, the Secretariat informed the Commission that FAO RNE 
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  Agreed that cooperation among Members 
should be improved for the appraisal of the 
state of fishery resources and the formulation 
of scientific advice for management 

 

Agreed that a systematic evaluation be 
undertaken of all national statistical 
programmes to provide national authorities 
with realistic recommendations for improving 
the performance of their fishery statistical 
programmes and facilitating data 
harmonization at regional level 

Systematic evaluation to be carried out 
(provided that adequate financial resources 
are available) 

Endorsed the simple questionnaire developed 
by the second meeting of the WGFM to 
describe national fisheries in the region in a 
standard format and to facilitate the recording 
of information by Members 

 

Agreed that an expanded regional database be 
developed 

 

Improving the utility And 
diffusion of fisheries statistical 
data among RECOFI members 

Terms of reference for a study to 
improve the cost effectiveness and 
reliability of statistical programmes in 
RECOFI Members 

Suggested that Members should concentrate on 
the collection of catch and other relevant data 
for the priority species listed by the WGFM 

 

Welcomed Oman’s proposal on IUU fishing 
reporting requesting that a paper on it be 
submitted to the October 2009 WGFM for 
review  

1.    Oman invited to prepare paper for 
third meeting of the WGFM 

2. A recommendation is required for the 
Commission’s sixth session on the Omani 
proposal. 

Illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing 

 

Agreed that the Secretariat should support, on 
an ad hoc basis, a subregional meeting among 
Iran, Iraq and Kuwait to promote enhanced 
fisheries cooperation 

Initial meeting held in Tehran, Iran, 29 July 
2009. The report on the meeting is 
available (document RECOFI: 
WGFM3/2009/6) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
would hold a regional multidisciplinary workshop titled “Adapting to Climate Change: the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Near East and North Africa Region”. The 
Workshop will be held in Abassa, Egypt, 10–12 November 2009. FAO RNE will extend invitations to all Members well in advance of the workshop. 


