Introductory Note on the CFS Side Event

 “Informal Panel: Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security”
10 May 2007
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1.
Background


In recent years, the issue of fisheries as an important contributor to food security has been receiving growing attention from the international community
. It is also widely recognised that small-scale fisheries play an important role with respect to poverty alleviation and food security. Around 90 percent of the 41 million people recorded globally as fishers are classified as small-scale, some 50 percent of fish used for direct human consumption is harvested by the subsector, and it provides livelihoods to millions of people in poor fishing communities. Millions of the world’s poor in rural and urban areas depend on fish, much of it from small-scale fisheries, as an essential source of protein and micronutrients. However, it is also known that the consequences of poverty and vulnerability in small-scale fishing communities may lead to reduced food security.


The debate has also been focusing on the strategies to create an enabling environment in which these fisheries could maintain and enhance their capacity to contribute to poverty alleviation and food security. To strengthen such capacity, the FAO Committee of  Fisheries (COFI) endorsed, during its 27th Session held in Rome from 5 to 9 March 2007, a challenging strategy to bring together responsible fisheries with social development stressing “the need to adopt a rights-based approach to managing small-scale fisheries that respects the interests of present and future generations and ensures resource sustainability, reduces vulnerability and optimizes the flow of benefits to fishing communities and the wider economy”
. 

2.
Objectives 


The objective of the event is to offer to members of the FAO Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and other participants in the CFS information on most recent developments in the ongoing debate in relation to the enhancement of the contribution of small-scale fisheries to poverty alleviation and food security, and work of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department in this regard.

3.
Themes for Discussion

· The impact of small-scale fisheries on poverty alleviation and food security
· Strategies to enhance the contribution of small-scale fisheries to poverty alleviation and food security
· The promotion of right-based approaches in the management of small-scale fisheries in the context of responsible fisheries and social development policies

4.
Organization 

The side event is opened by Mr Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director-General, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, and organized into two sessions. The first is a panel session , where five panel speakers are invited from academia, a government , a field programme and fisherfolk, in order to provide insights on the themes from each perspective. Question and comments from other participants are welcomed. The second session is allocated for further discussion among participants. 
5.
List of Panel Speakers
· “Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security: from academic perspective” by Dr Edward H Allison, Senior Lecturer in Natural Resource Management, School of Development Studies, University of East Anglia, UK 
· “Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security: from governmental perspective” by Mr José Claudenor Vermohlen, Head of the Cabinet of the Special Secretary for Aquaculture and Fisheries, the Governmental of Brazil 
· “Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security: from a country level perspective” by Mr Moustapha Kébé, Team Leader of the Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods Programme (SFLP) in West Africa.

· “Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security: from fisherfolk’s perspective” by Mr Pedro Avendaño Garcés (Chile) from World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish Workers (WFF) and Mr Andrew Johnston (South Africa) from World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP)
6.
Resource Materials

· “Increasing the Contribution to Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security”, FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries No. 10. Rome, FAO. 2005. 79p.
· The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2006. Rome, FAO. 2007. 162p.
· Increasing the contribution of small-scale fisheries to poverty alleviation and food security, FAO Fisheries Technical Paper. No. 481. Rome, FAO. 2007. 125p.
· Social issues in small-scale fisheries. COFI/2007/6. Rome, FAO. 2007. 7p.
7.
Exhibition

An exhibition on “Small-scale Fisheries and Food Security” is organized as well in the Atrium, where interesting pictures and informative materials are displayed.

� FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (1995),  The Conference on Sustainable Contribution of Fisheries to Food Security (Kyoto Conference, 1995), World Food Summit (1996), World Food Summit: five years later (2002), World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD, 2002), etc.


� Paragraph 59, Report or the Twenty-seventh Session of the Committee on Fisheries, Rome, 5-9 March 2007.
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