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	1. Background 


Within the cross cutting fields of food security and humanitarian response there are increasingly strong calls for improved analysis and more effective use of available information to ensure more appropriate and needs based responses.
The Integrated Humanitarian and Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is widely regarded as an innovative step in this regard for improving analysis and decision making to improve food security outcomes. 

Initially developed in Somalia by the FAO Food Security Analysis Unit the IPC is now being adapted in other countries within and beyond the Horn of Africa Context. The ongoing adaptation of the IPC at country level has driven efforts to move towards a common approach for food security analysis and response also at the international level.  
Based on this success a multi-agency strategy to develop, implement and advocate a commonly accepted, standardized approach for classifying food insecurity to inform the allocation of resources according to need has now been proposed. The proposal is supported by CARE International, Oxfam-GB?, FAO, FEWSNET, Save the Children UK and US; and WFP. Initial support has also been pledged by the European Commission. It further reflects the spirit of continued collaboration between FAO, WFP and other stakeholders at international and national level and from civil society. 

The initiative is in line with the first recommendation emerging from the 32nd Session for the Committee on World Food Security:  
· ‘continue to develop and implement food security analysis and assessment tools such as the Integrated Food Security and Humanitarian Phase Classification system’.  

	2. Session Objectives 


The session will focus on the how ongoing country perspectives and activities are informing the development and implementation of the IPC approach.

Specific objectives include:

· To outline how country implementation activities in the Horn of Africa are informing a common approach for food security analysis and response. 
· To outline how multiple agencies are working together to improve food security analysis and response through IPC activities at country level, also beyond the African context.

· To preview how online technology will be harnessed in the future application and adaptation at country level of the IPC approach. 

	3. Session Structure, Discussants and Participants


	14.30-15.00
	Overview and Introduction of IPC Approach
	Mr. Luca Alinovi (FAO)
WFP (to be confirmed)

	15.00-16.00
	Initial Lessons Learned and Insights from the Horn of Africa
	Dr. Babiker Haj Hassan (Representative from the Government of National Unity Sudan) 

Mr. Michael Roberto Kenyi (Representative from the Government of Southern Sudan) 
Mr. James Oduor Okoth (Representative from the Government of the Republic of Kenya)

	16.00-16.30
	Towards a Common Approach: Proposed Ways Forward
	Mr. Chris Leather 

(Multi-agency Representative from Oxfam GB)


	16.30-17.00
	Launch of IPC Online Technology to Support Country Level Processes 
	Mr. Luca Alinovi (FAO) and 

Ms. Denise Melvin (FAO)

	17.00-17.30
	Questions and Answers 

Plenary Discussion
	Plenary Group
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