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World Food Security:
The Chalienge
of Climate Change
and Bioenergy

World Food Day

N an effort to expand

global awareness of
challenges to food security
and high food prices, World
Food Day is celebrated on
October 16 each year.

The theme for 2008 is
“World Food Security:
The Challenge of Climate
Change and Bioenergy.”
It highlights the need to
reduce the effects of in-
creasingly severe climate
patterns on agriculture
and the impact of biofuels
on food production.

The implications of soar-
ing food prices and related
issues were considered at
the High-Level Conference
on World Food Security in-
volving the United Nations
Secretary General, 181 gov-
ernments, and 41 heads of
state or government that
took place at the Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) headquarters on
June, 2008.

Last December, 2007, the
FAO launched an Initiative
on Soaring Food Prices to
help farmers in some of the
poorest countries through
the provision of seeds,
fertilizers, and tools they
need to boost agricultural
production for the current
planting season through

20089.

The right to food is a
basic human right and yet
there are close to a billion
people who suffer from
chronic hunger. And the
figure has been increasing
since the beginning of the
millennium. Food supplies
are under greater pressure
today than ever before.
Prices of wheat as well as
milk are rising mainly due
to weather fluctuations
that affect harvests, the
switch to biofuels, and the
increasing demand from
new and emerging mar-
kets. In addition, millions
of people around the world
are suffering from food
shortages and unafford-
able food prices and hunger
primarily due to industrial
farming.

In the latest food summit
held among the G8 leaders
in Japan, it was suggested
that while there is no single
solution to the crisis, there
are steps to facilitate ef-
forts to solve the current
world food predicament,
including increasing in-
vestments in research and
development on ecological

and climate change flex-

ible farming, stopping the
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funding for genetically en-
gineered crops, phasing out
the most toxic chemicals in
agriculture, eliminating
environmentally destruc-

tive agricultural subsidies,
protecting domestic food
production through trade
agreements, and dropping
targets that have been set

to increase the ratio of bio-
fuels used in transport.

The number of under-
nourished people is cur-
rently estimated at more
than 850 million. Hunger is
not an inescapable destiny,
and it can be eliminated by

‘ sensible policies.
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. As we double our enors © make food available 1o afl Filipine
families, we are confronted with serious problems brought about by
climate change and giobal warming. g

The resources fom our land and walers are slowly being
depleted as erratic weather patierns make our erstwhile rich agricultural [
% lands and fishing grounds 10 produce less and less.

hese probiems have resulted to soaring food prices which have, in effect, caused
a 1emp§rary national crisis affecting our people. ’

ut we remain undaunied. The Phitippine government & committed ¢ i

these difficulties, which is why we launched the FIELDS program early ihésde‘ac;ffvg-ﬁgﬁe-
D-8, which stends for Fertilizer, Irrigation, Education and Extension, Loans and Credits
Dryers and other Postharvest Facilifies, and Seed Distribution. is a package of assistance
for fanmers, implemented by the Depariment of Agriculture and whose aim s & ¥ ngs
food ghundant, accessible and affordabie. RN A0

This year, as we once again celztrate the World Food D: t :
| We can do 1o help the government solve, or at leas! mitigate, the gf%eﬁtsé? é@gacfv?;qﬁa i

ggse’egowde our people with inexpensive and nutritious food and yifimately wip'e ou%

Y. ; :

Together, we can prevail over these challznges and atiain world food Ssecurity.

Mabuhay!
GL%?!KC{APAG L-A8ROYO

Tﬁesd.ay; October 21, 2008
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‘ W Department of Agriculture

Agricutture remains as important foday as 10,000 years ago
when it was born. s significant rofe is highlighted by the grim fact that
currently the world is populated by more than 923 million undemourished
peopie, mostly children, whe are poor, hungry and malnourished.
© And in recent years, we have been feeiing the effects of climate
change, distorting cropping patterns, inifiafing more unpredictable
= ; weather conditions, dumping more rain and fioed, and on the other
extreme, ‘fong dry spefl and drought — which atiogether reduce farm and fishery
production, and subsequently incomes of smaf farmers, fishers and ruralfolk.
. Thisis in fact the gist and message of this yeer's World Food Day celebrafion —
“Warld Food Security: The Challenges of Climate Change and Biosnergy.”
& Indeed, our food production and supply is at risk with the changing global climate,
And that is why early on we have been vigorously implementing a comprehensive food
security and sufficiency program, which President Gloria Macapagal Amoyo herself
has apily dubbed as FIELDS — which stands for Fertifizer, imigation and other wral
infrastructure, Educaticn and extension sarvices, Loans, Dryers and ofher post haivest
facififies, and Seeds. §i aims to sustain the agricufiure indusiry’s ‘high growth and
guarantee long-ferm food secarity and sufficiency in fhe face of the unprecedented global
food erisis. o
We, thersfore call on all concemed stakehclders fo be vigilant and pro-active
in mitigating the adverse effects of global warming on cur farms, fishing grounds and
ecosystem, in general. ' -
" Once again, a meaningful World Food Day celebration fo all i
‘ g i

ATTY. ARTHOR C. YAP
Secretary

# Food and Agriculture Organization

On behalf of the Food and Agriculiure Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ), I would lke fo congraiulate the Department of Agriculiure
and its attached agencies and bureaus for successfully leading the
observance of the 2008 World Food Day in the Philippines.
| Each. vear starling in 1981 on 16 Oclober, the day on which
FAQ was founded in 1345, the world cbserves the World Food Day to

provide an occasion to once again highlight the plight of 923 million
undermourished people in the world. Most of them five in rural areas where thelr main
source of income is from the agriculturat secior.

This year's World Food Day theme is *World Food Security: the challenges of
Climate Ghange and Bicenergy”, the same theme of the High-Level Conferance on World
Food Securily hosted by FAC from 3-5 June 2008. Delegates fom 181 countries met
in' Rome - including 43 Heads of State and Govemnment and over 100 ministers - and
parfictpated in the High-Level Conference. Over 5,000 people attended this svent, which
brought the food crisis e the Torefront of the global development agenda. The Conference
reaffirmed the need to produce more and therefore to invest more in agriculture. There
s indesd & nesd to address ihe growing food demand due to increasing populations,
economic progress in emerging countties and competition in the bioenergy sector when
supply is affected by cfimate change and deciining sfocks,

4 . Teuly, World Fodd Day assumed greater meaning at our present fime, as rapidy
rising food prices risk inereasing the number of hungry people. On this World Food Day
2008, 1 invite you fo promote the Deciarafion of the High-Level Cenference on World
Fooed Security, mabilising alt stakeholders: national government, intemational institutions, -
agricultural professional organizations, civil scciety, the academe, and the private secior
for its realization. More thar ever, the future of this planet depends on cur capacity to
sustain the development of agricufture and the conservation of ifs natural resources. -

b, FAO Representative in the Philippines

R
=¥ 3/ Department of Agriculture

: As a result of glopal warming and climate change, we face
i foday difficulties on food supply and iis increasing cosis. And even as
: e continue o pull our efforts together fo fight hunger and poverty, we
re prevented from attaining our target towards food sufficiency as of
resent fime. ‘ .
And so for the past years, the Phifippine government had taunched

‘ and duly imp%ememéd projects fo rrifigate and provide solutions for food problems.

The Department of Agricuifure thrurthe directive of Her Excefiency President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo is now pursuing the FIELDS program towards a more stable food
sector for our country. e . ‘ ] .

With policies and projects now in ptace, we see.our targets being realized day by
day. And as our capabitity to produce food for the entire country has improved, we are
ensured of a heaithy and nourished nation in the years {0 come. : ¥

This year, as we join the world in the celebration of the World Food Day 2008
with the theme, Worid Food Security: the challenges of climate change and bioenergy,
we commit ourselves once, more to pursue our dreams of feeding the entire’ Filipino
poputation, carry on with our gfforts in making food avaitable fo af, and eradicate poverty
altogether. 2 ‘ -

Sama-sama, labanan natia eng kahirapan.

' SALW(Q(OR 5. sAkacup
' Assistant Secratary & Chifman, National

Stessing Committee, Worid Food Day
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