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I ntroduction

During the 17th Session of the Near East Forestry Commission (Larnaka, Cyprus, 5-8 June,
2006) member countries expressed concern about the increased threat to the forests and trees
outside forests posed by climatic changes that may influence movement and establishment of new
insect pests and diseases. The Committee recommended that the issues be highlighted during the
Task Force meeting in Cairo in December 2006 and again in Rabat in July 2007. The Task Force
issued a technical Paper on Forest Health in the Near East Region, and further recommended that
an expert meeting should be organized by end of 2007 in order to discuss regional cooperation and
strategies for addressing forest health and invasive species issues in the region.

An expert meeting was subsequently convened in Hammamet, Tunisa with the major
objective of creating the framework of a network which is able to foster integrated and dynamic
forest pest management in the Near East region and to provide decision makers with baseline data
for making informed decisions.

Representatives of Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, and Yemen, hereby designate as founding members of the network,
recognised that the region faced common forest health issues and particularly noted that the overall
health conditions of the Near East forests are threatened. It was acknowledged that forest health
(diebacks, declines, endemic insects and diseases, degradation of forest ecosystems) is impacted by
climate change and climatic fluctuations and that land-use such as livestock grazing, silvicultural
practices and recreation influence forest health. While it is apparent that forests are increasingly
vulnerable to the impact of exotic invasive species (plants, insects and diseases) it was felt that the
region lacks adequate detection, prevention, and management strategies to deal with invading forest
Species.

The founding members discussed the function and role of a network and identified the
mandate and membership. It was considered that a network would serve to enhance exchange and
dissemination of information related to forest health and invasive species and that network
members would collaborate to identify problems and strategize regional prevention and
management programmes. It was recognised that the network would facilitate the sharing of
expertise within and beyond the region.

In line with the forest health issues in the region and increasing concern about the threat of
invasive species including insects, diseases and woody species it was proposed to name the
network “the Near East Network for Forest Health and Invasive Species’ (NENFHIS).

For the purposes of this network, the term Invasive Alien Species (IAS) is defined as “an
alien species whose establishment and spread threaten ecosystems, habitats or species with
economic or environmental harm”. In addition it was agreed that native (endemic) species that have
changed behaviour, hosts, or damage severity due to environmental stresses will be considered on a
case by case basis by the network.

It was unanimously agreed that the geographic coverage initially should be extended to
cover al countries within the Near East Region who wish to participate in the network; that there
shall be no distinction between language or forest type. At alater stage membership would be open
to other countries and interested parties. The language of communication is still to be determined.
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The following are the main deliberations of the expert meeting;
Mission Statement

The Network seeks to promote collaboration, sharing of expertise and information, and
implementation of projects to mitigate the adverse affects of biological invasion and subsequent
impacts and declining health of forest ecosystems for the mutual benefit of member countries.

Objectives
The overal objective of the network is to foster active regional cooperation on issues
related to forest health and invasive species, with particular attention to:

1. Promote the collection and dissemination of information, create awareness, and foster
technology exchange relevant to the management of forest heath and invasive species in
forested and associated |ands of the Near East Region.

2. Communicate and coordinate with existing international and regional organizations dealing
with forest health and invasive species.

3. Collaborate to identify problems and strategize regiona prevention, monitoring, and
management programmes. Encourage compliance of international phytosanitary regulations.

Objectives with respective (provisional) activities outlined
Note the activities list till need to be completed by the members

1. To promote the collection and dissemination of information, create awareness, and foster
technology exchange relevant to the management of forest health and invasive speciesin
forested and associated lands of the Near East Region

Archive existing country databases

Establish an inventory which includes all available information (data) with reference to the
state of forests and the major pests and the common issues of the region.

Use geo-referencing (GIS) and cartography to standardise information to prepare country
databases

Make available research information of relevance to the region including biocontrol
methods and guidelines.

Participate in joint research activities in order to update information and knowledge base.
Prepare information on priority pest species and facilitate collaboration, provide early
warnings of impending threats, and suggest ways to prevent further spread

Update members of network on current information about forest health in the region

2. To communicate and coordinate with existing international and regional organizations
dealing with forest health and invasive species

Organise regular technical and coordination meetings
Facilitate exchange of expertise with other networks and among member countries



Organise common or joint field research among network countries

3. Collaborate to identify problems and strategize regional prevention, monitoring, and
management programmes. Encourage compliance of international phytosanitary
regulations

Provide guidance on national action plans and collection of phytosanitary information
Provide training on phytosanitary activities and capacity building (forest technicians)

- Examine import/export regul ations related to invasive species introduction and spread

» Develop an Early Detection/Rapid Response pilot for each member country.

* Explore opportunities and identify partners to provide trained experts to meet priority needs
within each country.

» Harmonize methodology of data collection and assessment (i.e. through use of Permanent
Sample Plots) throughout the region

* Awarenessraising and improvement of phytosanitary services affecting eth forestry sector

» Carry out country inventories to provide an indication of most serious problems affecting
more than one county

* Prepare standardized guidelines for survey and management protocols

» Evauate damage and estimate losses per hectare to provide estimates of economic losses.
Thiswill determine appropriate management measures

Secr etariat/Coor dinator

Tunisia agreed to take on the responsibility of Interim Secretariat/ Coordinator of the
network and Mr Samir Belhg] Salah, Chef de Service Protection des foréts, Direction générale des
foréts, has been designated as focal point. The Interim Secretariat will take the lead in finalising all
the details of the network in collaboration with the NEFC Executive Secretary and will represent
the network at the 18" Session of NEFC (Khartoum-Sudan, 18-21 February 2008) when
endorsement of the network will be sought.

I nterim Executive Committee

An interim Executive Committee to assist the Secretariat in establishing NENFHIS was
agreed upon to include representatives from the following countries. Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Iran,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen. Focal points will be selected after in-
country consultation.

The Interim Executive Committee headed by the Secretariat/Coordinator will decide the
role and function of the Committee as well as determining the rotation of membership. Additional
items related to the running of the network will also be finalised for submission to the 18" Session
of NEFC.

It was agreed that the Executive committee could include non-member country
representation as associate members/observers. Organizations such as other experienced networks,
US Forest service, European forestry organizations that can be invited in the future to provide
support and advice; also Canada who has much experience in monitoring.

Provisional work plan for the Secretariat and Executive Committee



To be determined by Interim Secretariat and Interim Executive Committee
Member ship

Countries will be represented by the forestry and/or research institutions of their choice. The
designated institution(s) will identify the individual who will serve as the foca point for the
country on the network.

Individual expertswill be identified and invited to be involved in the network.
Associate membership—including Universities—will be encouraged
The Operation of the Network

The operation of the network will be proposed by the provisiona executive committee.
Note that Sub groups can be formed as needed—for specific sub regions or health issues.

The Funding and Budget of the Network

The funding and annual budget of the network will be proposed by the provisional
executive committee to also include funding of the Secretariat. It was agreed that payment of
membership fee would not be levied at this time but could be addressed further at alater stage.

Potential Funding Sources

ICARDA

Islamic Development Bank

Fragmented money sources including country contributions
Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Ecotourism and private sector contributions

Other Bilateral or Multilateral cooperation

Timeframe

All documentation should be available before end of January 2008 for distribution and
presentation during the 18" session of NEFC and possibly during a specia side event (to be
organised).
Dissemination of information

This still has to be discussed pending endorsement of NENPHIS at the 18" Session of

NEFC but in the interim a website dedicated to the network will be initially hosted at the FAO
Officein Cairo (RNE).



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Algeria:

Mohamed Abbas

Soug/directeur de la protection des foréts

Direction Général e des Foréts (DGF)

Chemin Doudou Mokhtar - BP: 232 Ben Aknoun, Alger, Algérie
Tel (0213) 021 - 91 53 29

Fax 0213 021 91 53 17

Tel cellulaire: 071 50 48 72

E-mail: mohamedabbas13@yahoo.fr

Cyprus:
Mr. Alexandros Christodoulou

Chief Conservator of Forests

Department of Forests

Ministry of Agriculture,

Natural Resources and Environment (Government of Cyprus)

26, Louki Akrita Avenue

1414 Nicosia, Cyprus

E.mail (1): achristodoulou@fd.moa.gov.cy
management@fd.moa.gov.cy
management @citanet.com.cy

Eqypt:
Ms. Hoda Salah EL Din Rashed

Director General

Afforestation Department

Ministry of Agriculture & Land Reclamation,
7, Nadi El_Seid St, Dokki, Giza

Cairo, Egypt

Tel: + 202 37 60 93 23

Fax: + 202 33 35 4983

E Mail: affor_18@yahoo.com

Iran:

Mr. Mohammad Al Hedayati

Director General for Afforestation & Forest Park Office
Tel: 0098 191 2222825

Cell phone Number: 0098 911 1914175

E-mail: m_hedayatii @yahoo.com

L ebanon:

Mr. Ghattas Akl

Director General

Ministry of Agriculture

Beir Hassan, Beirut, Lebanon

Tel. +961.1. 848447

E-mail: ministry@agriculture.gov.lb




Libya:

Mr. Mostafa Hussein Blak

Director of Integrated Pest Management
Centre for the Control of Agricultural Pests,
Ministry of Agriculture

Mobile telephone: 00218-91-3215093
E.mail: C/O FAO Libya

M or occo:

Mr. Fouad Assali

Chef de Service de la Protection des Foréts

Haut Commissariat Aux Eaux et Foréts et ala Lutte contre la Désertification
3, Rue Harroune Errachid, Agdal, Rabat (Maroc)

Té /00212 37 67 38 00

Fax/00 212 37 67 39 10

Email : assalifouad@gmail.com

Saudi Arabia:

Mr. Ahmed Saleh Al Khamshi
Head of Forestry Division

Natural Resources Division,
Ministry of Agriculture

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Cdll Phone: +966-(0)505200233
E.mail: ssek99@hotmail.com

Syria:

Mr. Ziad Al Jebawi

Director General of Forests

Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform
Damascus, Syria

Tel: 011-2248964 ; 011-8118363

Fax: 011-2240826

E.mail: forestry@mail.sy

Turkey:
Mr. Basar Bakir

Forest Engineer

Dept. of Externally Financed Projects,
Genera Directorate of Forestry
Ministry of Environment and Forestry
Tel: +(90.312) 296 40 00/ ext 2198
Fax: +(90.312) 296 41 36

Email: basarbakir@hotmail.com




Tunisia:

Mr. Ridha Salem Fekih
Directeur général des foréts
Direction générae des foréts
Tel. +216.71.848.892

Fax +216.71.801.922

Mr. Samir Belhg) Salah

Chef de Service Protection des foréts
Direction générae des foréts

Tel +216.71.786.833 Ext. 5029

Fax : +216.71.891.141

Cell Phone : +216.98.426.201

E.mail : samir.belhaj.salah@gmail.com

Mr. Mohamed Lahbib Ben Jemaa/ INRGREF
Docteur en entomologie forestiére

Chargé de recherche, Chef unité de gestion

et de valorisation des ressources forestieres
E.mail : benjamaa.lahbib@iresa.agrinet.tn
Tel +216.71.230.039

Fax +216.71.717.951

Tel : +216.98.265.525

Mr. Abdelhamid Khaldi
I.N.G.R.E.F.

Tel: + 216 71 230.039

E Mail: khaldith@yahoo.fr

Yemen:
Mr. Ahmed Hassan Al Attas
Director,
General Directorate of
Forestry Desertification Control
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation — Sana'a - YEMEN
Tel. +967-777761340

+967-733821561
Email: ahmedal attas@y.net.ye

gdfdc@yemen.net.ye




Resource Persons:

Ms. Catherine G. Parks

Research Ecologist

Pacific Northwest Research Station, USDA Forest Service
Lagrande Forestry and Range Sciences Lab

1401 Geketer Lane, La Grande, OR 97850

Td : + 541 962 6531

Fax: + 541 962 6504

E-Mail: cparksO1@f.fed.us

Mr. Pierre DesRochers

Forest Health Unit Leader

Canadian Forest Service, Laurentian Forestry Centre, Natural Resources Canada
Government of Canada

1055 rue du P.E.P.S. C.P. 10380, Succ. Sainte-Foy Québec (Québec), G1V 4C7
Tel : (418) 648-3922,

Fax : (418) 648-5849

E-mail : pidesroc@rncan-nrcan.gc.ca

Mr. K.V. Sankaran

Scientist (Forest Protection)

APFISN Coordinator

Keraa Forest Research Institute, Kerala, India

E-mail : sankarankv@gmail.com
sankarankv@gmail.com

Mr. Clement Chilima

Assistant Director

Forestry Research Institute, Zomba, Maawi
E.mail : cchilima@frim.org.mw

OSS ( Observatoiredu Sahara et du Sahel )

Mr. Mourad BRIKI
Responsable alerte précoce environnementale

Observatoire du Sahara et du Sahel (OSS) Bd, Leader Yasser Arafat BP 31 - Tunis 1080 - Tunisie

Té: +216 71 206 633/ Poste 111
Fax: + 216 71 206 636
web: www.0ss-online.org
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FAO:

Mr. Mustapha M. Sinaceur

FAO Sub-regiona Representative
Tel: 00216 71 845.553

Fax : 00216 71 791.859

E-mail: Mustapha.sinaceur@fao.orqg

Mr.Pape Djiby Koné

Senior Forestry Officer/RNE
Tel: 00 202-3-3316000

Mail: djiby.kone@fao.org

Mr. Mohamed Saket
Fonctionnaire FOMR

Td: + 330657056410

E-mail: saket. mohamed@fao.org

MsGillian Allard
Fonctionnaire

Te: +216

E-mail: gillian.alard@fao.org

Ms Saloua Brahmi

Assistante/ SNEA Tunis

Tel : +216 71 847.553

Fax :+ 216 71 791.859

E-mail : saloua.brahmi @fao.org
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