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1. Introduction 
 

1. Food and Agriculture Organization, Regional Office for the Near East (FAO/RNE), and Arab 
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD), sponsored this workshop-. The agenda 
is attached in appendix A. 

2. Representatives from seven Arab countries have attended the workshop, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and United Arab Emirates. Appendix B includes 
the list of participants.  

 

2. Opening Session 
 

3. Dr. Edress, the Director of CLAES gave the statement of the President of the Agriculture 
Research Center (ARC) in which he emphasized the vital role the Information and 
Communication Technology can play in the development of Agriculture in the Arab 
countries region and the commitment of ARC in using this technology. 

4. Dr. Salah Abo Ria , AOAD Representative in Egypt gave a speech in which he emphasized 
AOAD supports ICT activities in the the Arab World as this technology can play a vital role 
in Agriculture Research and Development. 

5. Dr Magdi Latif gave the FAO talk of the FAO Regional Representative in which he explains 
the FAO role in enhancing ICT services provided by the NARS’s in Near East and North 
Africa Regions to overcome the digital divide problem between the developed world and 
developing countries. He put special emphasize on the Digital Library and its importance 

6. Dr Ahmed Rafea, FAO/AOAD consultant, emphasized the existence of national contents that 
need to be published by different libraries in the Arab countries, is one of the most important 
factors that justifies the development of digital libraries.  

 

3. Technical Program 
 

7. The technical program for the first three days was conducted as scheduled and as shown in 
Appendix A 

a. Dr Zain Abdel Hady, Arab Administrative Development Organization (ARADO) gave a 
talk in which he introduced to the main concepts related to Digital Collections and 
Libraries. 

b. Mr .Alsadig Osman conducted Technical Overview of Electronic Documents and 
Formats in Digital Libraries and on Digital Library Software (Greenstone Digital 
Library). 

c. Mr. Ihab Ahmed, AOAD, briefed the participants on Metadata standards and subject 
indexing  
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d. Dr Emad Issa, Helwan University, talked about the Workflow in Digital Library, and 
Creation and Management of Digital Documents. 

e. Dr Amany Elsayed presented the Creation and Sharing of Digital Libraries and Processes 
and Resources Required for Planning, Implementing and Managing a Digital Library Project. 

 

4. Round Table Session 
 

8. The participants have been assigned to three groups to discuss the following themes: 
Contents, Technical Issues and Capacity Building, and Management. A set of questions has 
been prepared for each group. Appendix C includes these questions. 

9. The Content group was facilitated by Zain Abdel Hady, and Mr Alsadig Osman , the 
Technical issues and Capacity Building group was facilitated by Dr Mahmoud Rafea and Dr 
Amany Elsayed. While the third group on Management was facilitated by Dr Emad Issa, and 
Mr Ihab Ahmed 

10. The three groups discussed their recommendations in a plenary sessions and agreed on the 
following recommendations: 

a. The objectives of the Network should be: 

i. Avail contents and Arabic information resources to researchers and decision 
making in the agricultural domain 

ii. Keep agriculture research and development stakeholders aware of related, recent 
and advanced topics in agriculture 

iii. Exchange digital content of libraries participating in the network of the Agricultural 
Digital Libraries 

iv. Avail information systems needed to support the network 

v. Develop, support, updated , and use Arabic contents in the agriculture domain 

b. The digital libraries should have the following contents: 

i. Technical and annual reports 

ii. Publication document related to Agriculture 

iii. News Letters and extension bulletins 

iv. Scientific Periodical that the Libraries have their intellectual property rights 

v. Conferences announcements, programs, proceedings, and recommendations. 

vi. Announcements for Prizes in Agriculture, names of winners, and the winning 
research papers 

vii. Agricultural statistics and maps 

viii. Digital Publications of International and Regional Organizations in Arabic, English 
and French 
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ix. Bibliographical data of Arabic Agricultural scientists 

x. Agricultural educational material 

xi. Patents in Arabic countries related to Agriculture 

xii. Scientific Theses 

xiii. Agricultural laws and legislations in Arab countries. 

c. Issuing legislations to enforce the submission of electronic scientific material in the 
libraries of the ministries of agriculture, research centers and universities 

d. Prepare an agreement between, FAO, AOAD and ARADO to use WEBLIS system 
developed by UNESCO, and arabized by ARADO. 

e. Use the Anglo American system (MARC21, or US MARC second revised version) for 
content indexing and the Library of Congress standards of the Arabic character 
transliterations for writing Arabic names. 

f. Use the AGROVOC thesaurus of FAO for adding meta data to the contents  

g. The main web page of the Network must contain at least the following items: 

i. Network Logo 

ii. An introduction to the network 

iii. Participating countries  

iv. Participating institutions 

v. Contact information of all participating institutions 

vi. Experts who participated in developing the network 

vii. A list of Conferences and meetings Calls for participation 

viii. A list of available publications, periodicals, and conferences proceeding  

ix. Full text search in the network resources 

h. Develop a centralized system in the project first phase where all participating institutions 
can upload their materials on this centralized system. In a second phase, when the data 
grows, a distributed system should be developed for each country.  

i. Evaluate and determine Software tools that will be used for developing the Digital 
Library System 

j. Give special attention to human capacity building on the usage of software used for 
developing digital libraries. 

k. Request from each country to kindly prepare a report including its available resources in 
the filed of digital libraries and send it to AOAD. Guidelines for preparing the report and 
a format must considerately be prepared by AOAD to unify the content of the report  

l. Prepare standards for uploading information on the centralized system for the files and 
their contents 
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m. Ask FAO to kindly prepare a project proposal and submit it for funding to different 
donors. 

n. Ask AOAD to kindly hold a national meeting in each country for the libraries in this 
country which will participate in the Arabic digital library and agricultural knowledge 
network , and nominate a national institution to coordinate all network activities in the 
country taking into consideration the following terms: 

i. Has the capacity to develop and publish agricultural contents 

ii. Well recognized at the national level 

iii. Has technical capabilities in the information management, library science, and 
appropriate information and communication technology 

iv. Has an information infrastructure that can help in supporting the project in its first 
phase 

o. The network should include all the stakeholders producing or consuming agricultural 
knowledge without putting any limitations on the information availability on the network. 

p. Take necessary actions to request from all concerned parties to start preparing the 
contents they want to publish on the network 

q. Request from all workshop participants to inform all related institutions at the national 
level with this network initiative and play an advocacy role with all policy makers and 
technical administrators  

r. Start preparing the contents and take necessary technical actions without waiting forma 
correspondence.  

s. Request from FAO and AOAD to prepare an action plan in light of these 
recommendations. 

 

5. Concluding Remarks  
 

11. Sixteen participants, from six countries, have responded to the brief questionnaire distributed 
during the workshop. A copy of the questionnaire is included in Appendix D. Analyzing the 
questionnaires showed the following: 

a. We could not assess the size of local documents produced by NARS’s, which are the 
most important candidates to be published in the digital library.  

b. Approximately 80% of the participated libraries have computerized catalogues 

c. Approximately 80% of the participated libraries referred to CD-ISIS, and WINISIS as the 
software for cataloguing their libraries. One participant responded that ALIS is the 
software they use, and another participant responded that in-house software has been 
developed. 

d. Two responses confirmed that the library catalogue is available on the web 
(Approximately 13 %) 
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e. Approximately 70% of the participated libraries answered that they are connected to the 
Internet 

f. Approximately 40% of the participated libraries answered that the library avail 
information on the web 

g. Approximately 50% of the participated libraries have servers and digitizing equipment 

h. Approximately 60% of the participated libraries have ICT staff working in the library 

i. The average number of ICT staff working in the libraries that have responded that they 
have technical staff is approximately 3 persons. 

j. Only two countries recognized their role in a National Agricultural Research Information 
System (NARIS), while the participants from the other 4 countries responded negatively 
about NARIS. 

12. This questionnaire revealed the following: 

a. It is important to determine the outputs of the national agriculture system (NAS) 
including research, extension, statistics, and other types of publications that could be 
electronically published in the proposed network of digital libraries.  

b. Although 80% responded that they have computerized catalogues, only 13% responded 
that these catalogues are available on the Web. Availing the catalogues on the web at the 
national level is important to manage inter-library loan for hard copy materials.  

c. There is lack of equipment and technical staff in the libraries. No problems in the 
connectivity to the Internet  

d. This network must be part of the NARIS of each country and efforts must be exerted to 
coordinate and inform librarians of what is being done for developing NARIS. AOAD. 
FAO and AARINENA should cooperate in this regard.  

13. Recommendations mentioned in item 10 must be followed up by AOAD and FAO and keep 
the participants informed of any development. 

14. Similar workshops should be conducted for other Arab countries to get their inputs. 

15. The workshop was a good forum to address this important issue of developing digital 
libraries and the participants were very satisfied and thankful to all parties who participated 
in the organization of this workshop namely FAO, AOAD, and CLAES 
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6. Appendix A 
FAO/AOAD WORKSHOP AGENDA 

Digital Librar ies for  Management and Dissemination of Agricultural knowledge for  Development 

Information Management Resource Kit (IMARK) 

28 - 31 January 2006 

DAY ONE 

09:30 – 10:00 Opening Session 

10:00 – 12:00  Conceptual Overview of Digital Collections and L ibrar ies 

 Speaker: Zain Abdel Hady 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch Break 

13:00 – 15:00 Technical Overview of Electronic Documents and Formats in Digital Librar ies – First 
Part 

 Speaker: Alsadig Osman 

15:00 – 15:30 Break 

15:00 – 17:00 Technical Overview of Electronic Documents and Formats in Digital Librar ies – Second 
Part 

 Speaker: Alsadig Osman 

DAY TWO 

09:00 – 11:00 Metadata standards and subject indexing – First Par t 

 Speaker: Ihab Ahmed 

11:00 – 11:30 Break 

11:30 – 13:00 Metadata standards and subject indexing – Second Part 

 Speaker: Ihab Ahmed 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch Break 

14:00 – 15:00 Workflow in Digital Library - Creation and Management of Digital Documents– First 
Part 

  Speaker: Emad Issa 

15:00 – 15:30 Break 

15:30 – 17:00 Workflow in Digital L ibrary - Creation and Management of Digital Documents– Second 
Part 

 Speaker: Emad Issa 

DAY THREE 

09:00 – 11:00 Creation and Shar ing of Digital L ibrar ies - Processes and Resources Required for  
Planning, Implementing and Managing a Digital Library Project. 

 Speaker: Amany Elsayed 

11:00 – 11:30 Break 
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11:30 – 12:30 Creation and Shar ing of Digital L ibrar ies - Processes and Resources Required for  
Planning, Implementing and Managing a Digital Library Project. 

 Speaker: Amany Elsayed 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch Break 

13:30 – 15:30 Digital Library Software – Greenstone Digital L ibrary 

  Speaker: Alsadig Osman 

15:30 – 16:30  Digital Library Software – Greenstone Digital L ibrary 

  Speaker: Alsadig Osman 

16:30 – 17:00 Conclusion and Wrapping up the Digital L ibrar ies Training Workshop 

 Speakers: Magdi Latif 

DAY FOUR 

09:00 – 11:00 Session 1: Roundtable discussion and actions:  (Moderated) Definition of discussion 
themes for  break-out groups. Par ticipants would be placed into three break-out groups, 
each allocated a facilitator .  Each group will address the proposed themes.  

 

The themes would address the concerns of the workshop par ticipants to develop a 
programme of activities for  initiating the establishment of Electronic Agr icultural 
Knowledge Resources Arab Network (Agr icultural Vir tual L ibrary Arab Network) 

11:00 – 11:30 Break 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 2: Plenary Group Presentations.  Each Group would present the output of 
Session 1. 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch Break 

14:00 – 15:30 Session 3: Conclusion and Recommendations: Follow-up activities and framework for  
actions to be formulated presented and approved by the par ticipants. 
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FAO/AOAD WORKSHOP AGENDA 

(Detailed Version) 

Digital Librar ies for  Management and Dissemination of Agricultural knowledge for  Development 

28 - 31 January 2006 

DAY ONE 

Duration Topic 

1. Conceptual Overview of Digital Collections and L ibrar ies  

This unit introduces digital libraries and the legal environment within which they operate. Examples 
from different subject domains are used to demonstrate the use and main features of digital libraries. 
The unit also provides an overview of the legal issues related to the creation and management of 
digital material. 

1.1 Why digital collections and librar ies? 

This lesson introduces the concept and benefits of digital libraries, and how they 
are used for organizing, preserving and providing enhanced access  

1.2  Digital collections &  librar ies in different environments 

This lesson provides examples of digital libraries that are being used for various 
types of electronic document collections, describing their purpose, the user 
communities they serve, and services they provide. 

1.3  Copyr ight: Basics and legal framework 

This lesson covers the various issues and legal framework related to copyright, 
including a review of international and national legislation issues.  

10:00 – 12:00 

1.4 Copyr ight issues and procedures concerning librar ies 

This lesson provides practical information concerning copyright compliance for a 
digital library, including the basics of license negotiation, obtaining permissions, 
and ensuring user compliance. 

2. Technical Overview of Electronic Documents and Formats in Digital Librar ies – First Part 

This unit describes several of the different formats of electronic documents that can be included in a 
digital library.  

13:00 – 15:00 2.1  Electronic documents and mark-up: Introduction 

This lesson provides an overview of electronic documents, text and image formats, 
and the main types of document mark-up. 

2.2  Character  encoding: Latin and non-Latin scr ipts 

This lesson introduces the process of character encoding and provides instructions 
on how to manage documents written in different languages. 

 

2.3  Formats of electronic pictures 

This lesson shows the main image formats used in electronic documents, focusing 
on the most appropriate formats for the Web.  
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Duration Topic 

2.4  Presentational mark-up: HTML 

This lesson introduces features and usage of the HTML and it provides instructions 
on how to create a simple HTML document.  

 

2.5  Descr iptive mark-up: XML 

This lesson introduces features and usage of the descriptive mark-up XML.  

2. Technical Overview of Electronic Documents and Formats in Digital Librar ies – Second Part 

It provides a technical overview of the various formats, character encoding schemes and encoding 
scripts, document mark-up, and how to convert between the various formats. 

2.6  Procedural mark-up: Text processors and templates 

This lesson introduces the concept of mark-up (format) of electronic documents 
and it describes the differences between the main formats used for mark-up.  

2.7  Portable Document Format (PDF) 

This lesson introduces features and usage of the Portable Document Format (PDF). 

15:30 – 17:00 

2.8  Conversion between formats 

This lesson introduces the process of document conversion and provides you with 
some guidelines on how to convert a document from one format to another.  

DAY TWO 

Duration Topic 

3. Metadata standards and subject indexing – First Part 

This unit describes the role of metadata, metadata types, various standards and their application in 
organizing electronic documents, including the Dublin Core.  

3.1  General overview of metadata standards 

This lesson introduces the concept of metadata, and describes the usefulness and 
the main areas of application of metadata standards.  

3.2  Metadata standards for  the Web: Background 

This lesson explains the usage of Dublin Core, a metadata standard used to 
describe Web-based resources.  

09:00 – 11:00 

3.3  Metadata standards: Element qualification &  extension  

This lesson shows how a metadata set can be defined for a specific domain, by 
reusing existing standard elements.  

3. Metadata standards and subject indexing – Second Par t 

The unit also introduces the principles and procedures of subject indexing for document retrieval. 
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Duration Topic 

3.4 What is subject indexing? 

This lesson introduces the process of document indexing, showing the importance 
of this activity for document search and retrieval. 

11:30 – 13:00 

3.5  Steps for  subject indexing 

This lesson provides step-by-step instructions for indexing documents. 

4. Workflow in Digital L ibrary - Creation and Management of Digital Documents–First Part. 

This unit covers of the workflows involved in the creation and management of electronic documents, 
including digitization, the creation and adaptation of documents for a digital library, issues related to 
delicate and heritage documents, and the preservation of digital material. 

4.1  Process overview 

This lesson introduces the two main processes involved in preparing documents for 
a Digital Library: digitization of printed materials and the production and/or 
adaptation of electronic documents. 

4.2 What to digitize? 

This lesson provides you with guidelines to help you to decide whether you should 
convert hardcopy documents to electronic format.  

14:00 – 15:00 

4.3  Basic facilities and requirements for  digitization 

This lesson describes the equipment, software, human resources and funds required 
for digitization.  

4. Workflow in Digital L ibrary - Creation and Management of Digital Documents–Second Part. 

This unit covers of the workflows involved in the creation and management of electronic documents, 
including digitization, the creation and adaptation of documents for a digital library, issues related to 
delicate and heritage documents, and the preservation of digital material. 

4.4  From hardcopy to electronic documents 

This lesson provides instructions for converting hardcopy documents to electronic 
format.  

4.5  Handling born-digital documents 

This lesson describes and provides guidance for the production and management of 
electronic documents.  

4.6  Considerations for  delicate and her itage documents 

This lesson provides instructions on how to handle and digitize rare and delicate 
documents for preservation purposes.  

15:30 – 17:00 

4.7  Preservation of digital mater ial 

This lesson describes the issues and factors involved in the long term preservation 
of digital material.  
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THIRD DAY 

Duration Topic 

5. Creation and Shar ing of Digital Librar ies - Processes and Resources Required for  Planning, 
Implementing and Managing a Digital Library Project. 

This unit covers the processes and resources required for planning, implementing and managing a 
digital library project. 

5.1  Creating a digital library collection 

This lesson provides a systematic approach to the creation, promotion and 
management of a digital library collection.  

5.2  Facilities and requirements 

This lesson describes the infrastructure requirements (hardware, software, network, 
personnel) for creating a digital library collection.  

09:00 – 11:00 

11:30 – 12:30 

 

5.3  Creating a digital library collection: A case study 

This lesson uses a case study to present the various steps in building a digital 
library.  

6. Digital L ibrary Software – Greenstone Digital Library 

This unit describes how to use the open source Greenstone Digital Library Software to build and 
provide access to digital library collections. 

6.1  Greenstone tutor ial 

This lesson describes the key features of Greenstone digital library software.  

13:30 – 15:300 

6.2 Using Greenstone librar ian inter face(GIL): 

     Gather ing and enr iching document 

This lesson provides the first part of step by step instructions on how to build a 
digital collection by using the Greenstone Librarian Interface. 

6.3  Using GLI: designing and creating a collection 

This lesson provides the second part of step by step instructions on how to build a 
digital collection by using the Greenstone Librarian Interface.  

15:30 – 16:30 

6.4  Documented example Greenstone collections 

This lesson provides a source for learning more about the customization of digital 
collections built using Greenstone. 

16:30 – 17:00 Conclusion and Wrapping up the Digital L ibrar ies Training Workshop 

 

FOURTH DAY 

Duration Topic 
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09:00 – 11:00 Session 1: Roundtable discussion and actions:  (Moderated) Definition of 
discussion themes for  break-out groups. Participants would be placed into 
three Break-out groups, each allocated a facilitator .  Each group will address 
the proposed themes.  

The themes would address the concerns of the workshop participants to develop a 
programme of activities for initiating the establishment of Electronic Agricultural 
Knowledge Resources Arab Network (Agricultural Virtual Library Arab Network). 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 2: Plenary Group Presentations.  Each Group would present the 
output of Session 1. 

14:00 – 15:30 Session 3: Conclusion and Recommendations: Follow-up activities and 
framework for  actions to be formulated presented and approved by the 
par ticipants. 

 

Workshop Hours are distributed as follows: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (7 hours) including 15 to 30 minutes break 
in between morning sessions and one hour lunch break. 
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7. Appendix B 
The L ist of Par ticipants of FAO/AOAD Workshop 

 

Name/Country Address 
Position: Network Engineer 

Address: El-Nour St. Dokki, Giza P.O. Box 438 

Central Lab for Agricultural Expert System(CLEAS) 

Tel office:+202  7611477 -  3378468   

Tel Home: +202   

Mobile: +20  

Mr. Mostafa Ahmed El-Omda  
Egypt 

E-mail: elomda444@hotmail.com  

Position: Programmer 

Address: El-Nour St. Dokki, Giza P.O. Box 438 

Central Lab for Agricultural Expert System (CLEAS) 

Tel office:+202  7611477 -  3378468   

Tel Home: +202   

Mobile: +20   

Mr. Ayman Mohamed M. Abd El-Diam 
Egypt 

E-mail: ayman@mail.cleas.sci.eg 

Position: Cataloging Manager Librarian Specialist 

Address: 7 Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Egyptian National Agricultural Library  

Tel office: +20 7606637- 3351313 

Tel Home: +20 5758904 

Mobile:  

Ms. Safaa Ismail Ali AbdEl-Mohsan  
Egypt 

E-mail:  tsd@nile.enal.sci.eg 

Position: Head of Periodicals and Documents Delivery 
Devision 

Address: 7 Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Egyptian National Agricultural Library  

Tel office: 202 3351313 

Tel Home: 202 5652361 

Mobile:  

Ms. Safinaz Abdel Moniem 
Ramadan/Egypt 

E-mail: safi3330@yahoo.com 

Position: Library and  Information Science 

Address: 7 Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Egyptian National Agricultural Library  

Tel office:202 3351313 

Ms. Hala Salah El-Din Mohamed 
Egypt 

Tel Home:202  7757643 
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Name/Country Address 
Mobile:   

E-mail: hala_salah2003@hotmail.com 

Position: Information Systems Manager  

Address: 7 Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Egyptian National Agricultural Library  

Tel office: 02 3350968 

Tel Home: 02  

Mobile:  

Ms.Ghada Seif El nasr 
Egypt 

E-mail: ghada@nile.enal.sci.eg   

Position:  

Address: 7 Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Egyptian National Agricultural Library  

Tel office: 02 3606430 

Tel Home: 02 7606430    

Mobile: 0123247484 

Ms.Ghada Mohamed  shalaby 
Egypt 

E-mail: ghadsh_ghada@yahoo.com 
Position: Egyptian Documentation and Information Centre 
for Agriculture (EDICA) 
Address: Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Tel office: 27492970 – 7492971 

Tel Home:    02  3279100  

Mobile: 0105074689  

Mr. Mohamed AbdelWahed Aly  
Egypt 

E-mail:edicaeg@hotmail.com- maksss3@yahoo.com 

Position: Egyptian Documentation and Information Centre 
for Agriculture (EDICA) 

Address: Nadi El-Said St. Cairo, Egypt 

Tel office: 20 27492970 – 7492971 

Tel Home:    02 7317124 

Mobile: 0129416038  

Mr.Ashraf Mohamed Mosa  
Egypt 

E-mail:  edicaeg@hotmail.com 

Position: Assoc. Prof. of hart 

Address: : P. o. Box 17555 
College of Food & Agriculture UAE University   
Tel office: +9713  7133451 

Tel Home:+9713  7612662 

Mobile: +9713  7614430 

Dr. Ahmed Abd El-Rahman El-Masoum 
UAE 

E-mail: almasoum@uaeu.ac.ae ; www.geoeoeities.com 

Ms. Ahlam Ismail Musa  Position: Head Librarian 
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Name/Country Address 

Address:Agricultural Research Corporation (ARC) 

 Central library , P.O. Box 126 Wad Madani , Sudan 
Tel office:+ 249 – 0511 – 842226  

Tel Home: + 249 – 0511- 843213 

Mobile:+249912411839 

Sudan 

E-mail: hlamusa@yahoo.coma 
 http://www.arcsudan.org  
Position: Assistant Librarian    

Address: Khartoum Faculty of Agriculture 

Postal Address: P.o. Box 321 

Tel office: +249185310101 

Tel Home: +249912614998 

Mobile:  

Ms. Souzan El-Zien Ahmed 
Sudan 

E-mail: suzanmagid@yahoo.com 

Position: Head Library  

Address: Minstary  of Agricultural forestry  

/ Khartoum / Sudan 

Tel office: +249 0511785326 

Tel Home: +24905118378202 

Mobile:  

Ms. Fatima Mahammoud Mahammed 
Sudan 

E-mail: moafus@yahoo.com 

Position: Seirch Science  

Address: King Saudi University 

College of Agr. And Since 

Tel office: + 966014678600   

Tel Home: 0505792969 

Mobile: +96614678366  

Mr.Mr.Abd El-Aziz Tabet Ben Zbeia 
Saudi Arabia 

E-mail: asudon@ksa.edu.sa 
Position: Engineering Ministry of Agr. KSA 
Address: P.o. Box 67020 
KSA- Riyadh 11596 

Tel office: 0096614044518 

Tel Home: 0096614044518 

Mobile: 00966555454876 

Mr.Bander Mohamed El-Sahkaan 
Saudi Arabia 

E-mail: Bandral2000@yahoo.com 

Position: Documentation and Ing. Serv 

Address: Officer AOAD  

Dr. Monir Abd Al-ziz El- egizei 
AOAD 

P.o Box 474-khartoum-SD 
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Name/Country Address 
Tel office: 00249183-472176 

Tel Home: 00249183-462834 

Mobile: 00249183-471050  

 

E-mail: monir@aoad.org 

Position: Documentation and Ing. Serv.  

Officer AOAD 

Address: P.o Box 474-khartoum-SD 

Tel office: 00249-11472180 

Tel Home:  

Mobile: 00249-11471402 

Mr. Eahab Ahmed Mahmoud  
Sudan 

E-mail: ihabamahmoud@hotmail.com  - ihab@aoad.org 

Position: Programmer 

Address: AOAD, P.O.Box. 474, Khartoum 

Tel office:00249-11-472176 

Tel Home:00249-15-565987 

Mobile:0024909012235266 

Mr. Al-Sadig Osman Mohammed Ahmed 
AOAD , Sudan,  Lecturer 

E-mail: sadig@aoad.org 

Position: Director General  

Address: Faculty of Agriculture Ain Shams University 

F. of Agriculture Ain Shames Univ 

Tel office: +202 4441296   

Tel Home: +202 5607288   

Mobile:0127161197  

Ms. Eglal Abd El-Reheim Mohamed 
Egypt 

E-mail: eglalabdelrehim@hotmail.com 

Position: Librarian 

Address: Shatby, Alexandria 

Tel office: +203 4839999  

Tel Home: +203 4820460 

Mobile: +2 0101704424 

Dr. Ranya Hamdy Mohamed  
Bibliotheca Alexandrina / Egypt 

E-mail:rania.shaarawy@bibalex.org 

Position: Prof. 

Address:22 Cairo University Staff burdening 

Faculty of Agriculture Cairo Univ 

Tel office: +202 5684800   

Tel Home: 202 3304272 

Mobile:+202 5688139    

Dr. Taha Mohamed El-Bndary 
Egypt 

E-mail:elbedawy@link.net 

Dr. Youssef Sasien Position: Doctor in Agriculture  
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Name/Country Address 
Address: Berut Lebanon unesko 

Tel office: + 009611782588 

Tel Home: 009910446 

Mobile:  

Lebanon 

E-mail: sassine74@hotmail.com 

Position: Librarian of Ministry of  Agriculture 

Address: Bayrout 

Ministry of  Agriculture 

Tel office: 01 615960 

Ms. Lalay Rahem 
Lebanon 

E-mail: layla_rh@inco.com.lb ; www.agriculture.gov.lb 

Position: IT Manager 

Address: Tal Ammara _ Rayak - Lebanon 

Tel office: + 96 18 900057 

Tel Home:0096 1 8 901577  

Mobile:+ 9961  8 900077  

Mr. Robert Ralaily 
Lebanon 

E-mail: rkalaily@Lari.gov.lb    www.lari.gov.lb 

Position: Information Sieutist 

Address: Marrakech B. P : 533 

Tel office: + 212 44 44 78 82 

Tel Home:  

Mobile: 212 44 77 63 80 

Mr. Abdelmounaim Fohami  
Morocco 

E-mail: fohamiabdelmounaim@yahoo.com -  
www.inra.org.ma 
Position: supervisor for Electronic Resources and 
publishers   

Address:Amman – Jordan p. o. Box 639 

 Baqaa 19381 

Tel office: +96264726071 

Tel Home:+962 -6- 4726099 

Mobile:+ 962777409211 

Mr. Hesham Naser Athamneh  
Jordan 

E-mail: hesham_a@ncartt.gov.jo - www.ncartt.gov.jo 
Position: head of Programming &S. A. Civilian 
Address:  
Tel office: 009623 5686151 

Tel Home: 009623 4891719 

Mobile: +962 65689193 

Mr.Mohamed Abd El-Kader Ganam 
Jordan 

E-mail: ghanem@moa.gov.jo 

Position: Head of Cataloging Dept. Ms. Iman Khaled Hessien El-Emary 
Jordan Address: University of Jordan Library   
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Name/Country Address 
Tel office: +9625355000 

Tel Home:+96 5239585  

Mobile: +962777719777 

 

E-mail: e.alomari@ju.edu.jo 

Position: Head of library  

Address:  

Bp 6214 – Rabat.Istituts 

Tel office:+212  37 77 4352  

Tel Home:  

Mobile:+212 37606573      

Mr. Mohamed Lemallem 
Morocco 

E-mail: m.lemallem@iav.ac.ma   www.iav.ac.ma 
Position: Lecturer 

Address: Library & information Science   

faculty of Arts- Cairo 

Tel office:+202 5590000  input 1473   

Tel Home: |202 7407669  

Mobile: 0102678856  

Dr. Amany Mohamed El-sayed   
Egypt /Lecturer 

E-mail:eaomarali@yahoo.com 

Position: Lecturer 

Address: Library & information Science   

faculty of Arts- Cairo 

Tel office:+ 202 7407669  

Tel Home:  

Mobile: 0102678856 

Dr. Emad Isa Saleh 
Egypt, Lecturer 

E-mail:esalh2@yahoo.com 

Position: Director General of CLAES, ARC  

Address:6 Nadi El-Seid Street Dokki, Cairo  

Tel office:+20 7611477 -  3378468    

Tel Home: 2027235339 

Mobile: 0121584117 

Dr.  Soliman A. Edrees 
Egypt, CLAES Director 

E-mail: soliman@claes.sci.eg   
Position : National Consultant FAO 
Address:6 Nadi El-Seid Street Dokki, Cairo  

Tel office:+20 7611477 -  3378468    

Tel Home: 2027235339 

Mobile: 0121584117 

Prof. Dr. Ahmed Abdel Wahed Rafea 
Egypt, Adviser 

E-mail: rafea@claes.sci.eg 

Dr. Mahmoud Abdel Wahed Rafea Position :Professor 
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Name/Country Address 
Address:6 Nadi El-Seid Street Dokki, Cairo  

Tel office:+20 7611477 -  3378468    

Tel Home:2023915470 

Mobile:+0105433350 

Egypt, CLAES 

E-mail: rafea@claes.sci.eg 

Position: FAO regional Information Officer 

Address:6 Nadi El-Seid Street Dokki, Cairo  
Tel office:+202  331-6000 -   331 6148    
Tel Home:202 - 8358508 
Mobile:+0101772187 

Dr. Magdi Latif 
FAO/RNE 

E-mail: magdi.latif@fao.org 
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8. Appendix C 

Roundtable Meeting with National Representatives �

� ����

Objectives 
It is to formulate with participants a framework for actions and follow-up activities for initiating and 
preparing the groundwork for the Establishment of Electronic Agricultural Knowledge Resources Arab 
Network, EAKRA-NET (Agricultural Virtual Library Arab Network) Programme. The developmental 
objective of the Network shall be to support member countries© efforts to achieve sustainable agricultural 
development and food security through improving dissemination and access to electronic agricultural 
information and knowledge resources in the region to facilitate informed decision-making and increase impact 
of agricultural research and extension in order to help bridge the digital divide between the Arab Countries 
and the developed world as well as bring about effective agricultural information and knowledge networking 
among Near East Agricultural knowledge-based institutions  

The immediate objectives of the Network shall be to:�   
(a) Promote cooperation in the creation, integration and management of digital agricultural content, 

integrating the existing national and regional digital resources into a shared digital library (Electronic 
Agricultural Knowledge Resources Arab Network) that provides access to Agriculture e-Books, e-
Journal, e-Accessions, and e-Publications / Documents; 

(b) Enhance capabilities of Library Information and knowledge Management Specialists and ICT/ICM 
Specialists, from ARCs, MOAs and Faculties of Agriculture, practitioners and institutions in Network 
members countries in the field of digital libraries management and development; 

(c) Build institutional capacity at national, sub regional and regional levels on development of integrated 
digital library services; 

(d) Promote regional cooperation on standardization and digital library system development; 

(e) Collect, document, synthesize, exchange and disseminate information on Electronic Agricultural 
Knowledge Resources and Networking experiences/best practices on a regular basis among Network 
members; and  

(f) Build community of practice on digital Library services and provide a forum where researchers, 
practitioners, and representatives of interested applications and industries can exchange ideas and 
experiences; and achieving a significantly higher take up of regional agricultural knowledge online 
services .  
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Roundtable Meeting with National Representatives 

Content Issues 
Room: Main Conference Room 

Facilitator : Dr . Zain Abdel Hadi 

Dr . Alsadig Osman 

 

The participants are required to discuss the following issues and come up with recommendations of actions and follow-
up activities for identifying, and availing their local contents to other participants: 

 

1. Content of Virtual Library 

2. What are the needs of the users?  

3. What type of information should be made available?  

4. How should this information be made available?  

5. Which are the legal issues (copyright, faire use, legal deposit for digital born contents)?  

6. Should only Arabic publications be made available?  

7. What languages will be used (Arabic, English, or any other languages)?  

8. What about foreign monographs, serial publications, on-line materials (including course-ware)?  

9. What about digitizing already available material, nationally, regionally and internationally?  

10. What standards to be used for digitization and cataloguing of electronic contents?  

11. Content themes (and subjects to be covered in connection with higher level curricula);  

12. Content form (access to existing materials and the need to create new content in English, and/or other national 
languages; content in the public domain; inclusion of commercially available content);  

13. Content delivery (combination of online and offline ICT approaches and products);  

14. Content access (cataloguing and indexing), including relationship with the National Union Catalogue (NUC); 

15. Other issues and problems related to contents, at national and regional levels and suggested solutions. 
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Roundtable Meeting with National Representatives 

Technical Issues and Capacity Building 
Room: 103 

Facilitator : Dr . Mahmoud Rafea 

Dr . Amany Elsayed 

 

The participants are required to discuss the following issues and come up with recommendations of actions and follow-
up activities for developing an enabling environment to publish, and disseminate available electronic contents: 

 

1. Infrastructure and architecture of Virtual Library (access and centralized vs. decentralized services);  

2. Capacity Building and Training for the proposed network sustainability. For what functions do staffs need to be 
trained (to input data, to keep-up the Library, to consult information on-line, to create alternative methods of 
delivery (i.e. CD-ROM), to ensure technical maintenance of the equipment…)?  

3. ICT infrastructure and equipment needs/availability at institutions concerned (including connectivity and 
networking capacities, use of freeware, tariff negotiations; suitability of equipment to local conditions);  

4. Options for affordable connectivity and access  

5. Workflow models for acquisition, cataloguing and dissemination 

6. Standardization for digitization and cataloguing 

7. Project funding; project management; and project evaluation.  

8. Promoting new developments and standards for digital agricultural content and digital library system 
development,  

9. Building institutional capacity at national, sub regional and regional levels on development of integrated digital 
library services,  

10. Providing a forum where researchers, practitioners, and representatives of interested applications and industries 
can exchange ideas and experiences; and achieving a significantly higher take up of regional agricultural 
knowledge online services  

11. Other issues and problems related to capacity building, at national and regional levels and suggested solutions. 
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Roundtable Meeting with National Representatives 

Management Issues 
Room: 104 

Facilitator : Dr . Emad Issa 

Dr . Ehab Ahmed Mahmoud 

 

The participants are required to discuss the following issues and come up with recommendations of actions and follow-
up activities for establishing and managing of an Electronic Knowledge Resources Network: 

 

1. Statutes and necessary documentation for the formal establishment of the Network, hosted by the Interim 
Secretariat   

2. Establishment of a Coordination Unit comprised of the representatives of the sub region to assist and advise the 
Network Secretariat.  

3. Priority steps for the establishment of the proposed network.  

4. Network Financing and Budget  

5. Institutions to be included (Faculties, Universities, Agricultural Research Institutes, other training institutions, 
libraries etc) 

6. Access modalities (institutional and/or individual) 

7. Links to already existing national virtual library and virtual laboratory projects 

8. Partnerships with other regional and international virtual library initiatives 

9. Promoting cooperation in the creation, integration and management of digital agricultural content,  

10. Integrating the existing national and regional digital resources into a shared digital library (Electronic 
Agricultural Knowledge Resources Arab Network, EAKRA-Net),  

11. Guidelines and policy development for EAKRA-Net Network. 

12. How to insure sustainability of the developed network? 

13. Other issues and problems related to management, at national and regional levels and suggested solutions. 



Regional Workshop on Digital Libraries for Management and Dissemination of Agricultural Knowledge for Development 

 

 

27 

9. Appendix D 
Digital Libraries Workshop 

Questionnaire for Country Profile on Digital Libraries in Arab Countries 

To be submitted on 30 January 2006 

Name of Country  

Name of National Representative  

Q1 The number of documents whose copyrights are owned by NARS's,  

A1  

 

Q2 Is the catalogue of the library computerized or not? 

A2  

 

Q3 If it is computerized, what software they are using? 

A3  

 

Q4 Is this catalogue available on the Web? 

A4  

 

Q5 Is the library connected to the Internet? 

A5  

 

Q6 Does the library avail information on the web? 

A6  

 

Q7 Does the library have its own server? Digitizing equipment? 

A7  

 

Q8 Is there Information Technology staff working in the library?  

A8  

 

Q9 If the answer is yes, how many? What are their main jobs? 

A9  

 

Q10 What is the relationship between the Library and NARIS information system, if any? 

A10  

 

Related Remarks, if any: 

 

Legend: Q = Question, A = Answer and NARS=National Agricultural Research System. 


