World Summit Task Force of Agricultural Media Professionals

(The following text was presented by Louise Kibuuka, member of the Task Force, at a meeting about the SARD Initiative – led by civil society, supported by government, facilitated by FAO – on 26 Augusty 2002.  The convenor of the Task Force, Paul Osborn, is a member of the SARD Initiative).

I bring you greetings from a group of Agricultural Media Professionals.

Like you, we are convinced of the urgent need to promote, protect, restore and revitalise agriculture, sustainable agriculture. We know too that proper communication is essential to help the farmer, especially the resource-poor farmer, to play a full and fulfilling contribution to food security.

We are journalists, writers, editors, publishers and broadcasters, working nationally and regionally in Africa and the Caribbean, and internationally. Our collective readership is in the several millions of people working in and for agriculture. 

For the last three days, we have been working hard to see how we can better organise ourselves, to better serve this cause. In particular, we feel a need for ourselves, and many like us, to strengthen our skills and standards through joint programmes in training, exchanges of experience, and improved access to financial and material resources.

We are therefore pleased to announce that we have set up a Task Force of Agricultural Media Professionals; our work is being put forward as a Type 2 Outcome of the Summit.

We plan to start, we are starting today, with a modest, realistic, and open Plan of Action. We are few in number, it is always like that in the beginning, and we know that our first task is to reach out and cooperate with many, many more like-minded media professionals, and their organisations. We invite all here to contact us. Our email address, as from today, is amp@mediateurs.org

We are happy to share our plans with the SARD Initiative and to join you. Indeed, one of our Task Force members is part of SARD. We look forward to working with you.

