Statement by the Assistant Director-General FAO

for the Parallel Event Series on

the Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development

August 26, 15:00-22:00

Gous Blom Room, Ubuntu Village Conference Centre
Distinguished Ministers,

Distinguished Representatives of Non-Governmental and Civil Society Organizations,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my honour and great pleasure to welcome you today to participate in this Parallel Event on the Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development Initiative.  

We are in this hall as a collective of civil society organizations, intergovernmental organizations, and governments. Some of you here today have been working on conceiving the SARD Initiative over the past two years, some have come to learn what this Initiative is about, and some of you are here to build bridges with your own efforts and ideas for implementation of Agenda 21. We are here to listen to all of you.

Together we are working to ensure that agriculture and rural development contribute to sustainable development through this WSSD process and long beyond.  Our objective is to ensure that agriculture and rural development become sustainable, remain centered around people and on the social, economic and environmental well being of this planet. Our objective is to make SARD a reality.  We are focused on the future because we have built a strong foundation of stakeholders working together in the past.  We have made some progress and discovered some of the weaknesses in practice, policy and process and the critical need for stakeholders to be engaged as full, informed and equal contributors. 

And, we have learned numerous lessons, some more easily than others. We have witnessed successes that can be replicated.  And today, we feel more confident when we say "we know it can be done".  

FAO’s Role  

In its capacity of Task Manager for Chapter 14 on Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARD) of Agenda 21, FAO is committed to SARD.  Sustainable agriculture, rural development and food security lie at the heart of the mission of FAO.  The Organization recognizes the crucial role of civil society in each of its efforts.  It works to promote good agricultural practices, including conservation agriculture and organic agriculture, people’s participation, and sustainable livelihoods.  It has also organized and supported negotiations for international agreements and codes of responsible conduct for fisheries, forestry, land and water use, and the use of pesticides and other chemical inputs.  Most recently, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture was adopted by the Conference of FAO, after many years of intergovernmental negotiation.  Later this evening, you will have the opportunity to hear more and ask questions about this landmark achievement for SARD in fulfillment of commitments made in Agenda 21. 

How the Initiative Evolved

The SARD Initiative actually emerged long before the call for initiatives by the Secretariat.  It finds its roots in multi-stakeholder dialogues that took place at the CSD-8 Dialogue on land and agriculture during which FAO was enthrusted with the responsibility to continue the stakeholder dialogue on SARD as part of the review of progress in implementing Chapter 14 of Agenda 21, in close consultation with all the stakeholders.  In the framework of this mandate, a number of meetings were facilitated by FAO: to just cite a few: 

· the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) in March 2001; 

· the World Food Summit: five years later in June this year; 

· the International Conference on SARD in Mountain Regions held in Adelboden, in June this year; and most recently 

· an electronic conference for sharing successes and priorities.   

Through these venues, the preliminary ideas in the Initiative emerged and its mandates were forged.  In a few moments, my colleague Eve Crowley will give more details on the Initiative as it stands to date.

Our expectation is that the Initiative will result in concrete and measurable improvements in the livelihoods and living conditions of the rural poor over the next 5 years, thus contributing to the implementation of Chapter 14 of Agenda 21 and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge the contributions from many stakeholders in the preparation of the Initiative.  We greatly appreciate the commitment and the endless hours of hard work by the Major Groups focal points for sustainable agriculture and rural development, and many, many civil society members.  We are grateful for what we have learned from them in this process.  I also wish to acknowledge the support, financial and in-kind, received from several governments during the preparatory process: in this respect, our thanks go particularly to the Governments of Switzerland, the United States and Germany. 

In concluding, I would like once again to re-assure you all about FAO's commitment to the SARD Initiative, and the mandate received to that effect by CSD-8.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Today’s Events:

· We have a full agenda in this SARD Series today and we hope you can stay throughout.  

· After the opening addresses, a short presentation will be made on the SARD Initiative 

· This will be followed by an open consultation to hear from Governments and stakeholders who would like to make commitments, or express ideas and views on the Initiative.  

· Next, will be a video and question-and-answer period about the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources. 

· These events will be followed by a celebration of locally and sustainably produced food and local entertainment.  

· Then, for those of you interested in exploring major themes raised in the consultation, we will offer space for break out groups to move those discussions forward.  

Outputs from this forum: As you know there will be a side event this Friday, August 30, entitled “Participation in Implementing Chapter 14: the SARD Initiative" in the Sandton Centre (13:15-14:45).  You are welcome to attend.  We will be reporting out from today’s session into that event, so that your views will be heard at the official site, even if you cannot enter those premises.  

