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Government

Distinguished representatives of Governments, 

Intergovernmental Organizations, 

Non-Governmental  and Civil Society Organizations, 

Ladies  and Gentlemen,

SARD

Agriculture and rural development are sustainable when they are ecologically sound, economically viable, socially just, culturally appropriate, humane and based on a holistic scientific approach. In the ten years since Rio, the concept of SARD has evolved to include social, institutional, and economic sustainability, as well as environmental sustainability. 

The SARD Initiative

The SARD Initiative is a multi-stakeholder umbrella framework designed to support the transition to people-centred sustainable agriculture and rural development and to strengthen participation in programme and policy development. The Initiative helps to achieve SARD by supporting pilot efforts and building the capacity of rural communities, disadvantaged groups and other stakeholders to improve access to resources, promote good practices for SARD, and foster fairer conditions of employment in agriculture. 

FAO is honoured to facilitate this civil society-led and government-supported initiative. 

Genesis of the Initiative

The SARD Initiative emerged from the Eight Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-8) Dialogue on land and agriculture which resulted in a decision to entrust FAO and the Commission Secretariat, in consultation with governments, relevant international organizations and all major groups, with the task of continuing the stakeholder dialogue on SARD as part of the ongoing review of progress in implementing Chapter 14. During the WSSD preparatory process, the SARD Initiative has been refined and a voluntary process of action-oriented commitments is commencing to secure the resources, experience, expertise, knowledge and technologies to accelerate progress in SARD. Regular monitoring would allow for iterative improvements to the Initiative.

Its Rationale

Since Rio, significant progress has been made in the development of more equitable and effective policies, approaches, methods, and technologies for SARD, resulting in successful experiences in rural communities. This initiative offers all stakeholders, particularly governments, an opportunity to reinvest in rural development to promote more equal benefit-sharing, reduce poverty, enhance livelihoods, and promote sustainable development.

Its Objectives

At this stage in its development, the objectives of the SARD Initiative are to provide catalytic support to strengthen the capacities, initiatives, and innovations of farmers, fisherfolk, pastoralists, and other rural people to achieve SARD and to provide a framework through which local, national and regional initiatives related to sustainable agriculture and rural development can be recognised, supported. 

Its Expected Outcomes

The Initiative is expected to supply formal and informal training opportunities, technologies, participatory methods, or other resources targeted to overcome specific problems associated with developing more socially, economically and/or environmentally sustainable policies, practices and programmes. It will also promote information sharing through learning and training exchanges between communities and stakeholder groups. 

Funding or seed money will be required to enable small farmers, agricultural workers, indigenous peoples, rural communities and other disadvantaged stakeholders to adopt new technologies, good practices, and participatory approaches that facilitate the transition to SARD. 

Next Steps

This WSSD Side Event is one important opportunity to revitalise SARD as an integral part of sustainable development. The consultative process will culminate in a stakeholder design workshop, planned for October 2002, to finalise the design, outcomes and mechanisms for the Initiative before moving into the implementation phase.

Closing Remarks

FAO will continue to play a facilitating role as mandated by CSD-8. It will also contribute to the global effort to implement Chapter 14 of Agenda 21 by carrying out its mission to assist Member Countries in reducing food insecurity and rural poverty, ensuring an enabling policy and regulatory framework, securing sustainable increases in the supply of food, conserving and enhancing the natural resource base, and generating knowledge

 I would like to thank the Major Groups focal points and the civil society organizations that have dedicated time to bring the Initiative to the point it is today. I would also acknowledge the Governments of Switzerland, Germany and the United States for their financial assistance during this preparation process. 

FAO looks forward to learning of your ideas, experiences, and intentions vis-à-vis the Initiative. Your contributions today will help to ensure its ownership by a broad array of stakeholders and thereby its success as a concrete outcome of this Summit.

