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Summary – SARD Initiative Parallel Event, 26 August 2002
The SARD Initiative, led by a wide range of Civil Society Organizations, supported by Intergovernmental Organizations and Governments and convened by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, was met with great interest and support by the approximate 200 participants attending the Parallel Event held during the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

The Event was opened by the Assistant Director General of FAO, Mr. Jacques Eckebil, and keynote addresses were given by the Hon. Prof. Dominic Kwaku Fobih, Minister of the Environment and Science of Ghana and by Ms. Mercy Karanja of the Kenyan National Farmers’ Union and Representative of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers.  Representatives from various sectors of Civil Society, including eight of the nine Major Groups as defined by Agenda 21, provided their perspectives on the initiative.  These speakers were:    
· Ms. Mercy Karanja of the Kenyan National Farmers’ Union and Representative of the International Federation of Agricultural Producers
· Mr. Peter Hurst of International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Associations (IUF) 
· Ms. Linda Elswick of International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture (IPSA)

· Ms. Leah Goldfarb from the International Council for Science (ICSU)
· Ms. Kristen Sukulac of the International Agri-Food Network
· Mr.  Sena Alouka, of Youth Volunteers for the Environment

· Ms. Louise Kibuuka, correspondent for SPORE magazine and a delegate for the Task Force of Agricultural Media Professionals
There was also a presentation on SARD in mountain regions given by Mr. Miguel Nuñez of the Institute for the Production and Investigation of Tropical Agriculture (IPIAT), focusing on sustainable agriculture and rural development experiences in the Andean region of Venezuela which could be replicated or scaled up.  Mr. Nuñez’s presentation highlighted the need to look at the diversity of the ecosystems and understand how the various agro-ecological systems work in order to preserve biodiversity and also achieve SARD.   He concluded by stressing that the full participation of farmers is essential to the SARD Initiative. 
The SARD Initiative was then presented by the Task Manager of Chapter 14 of Agenda 21, Ms. Eve Crowley.  Following the presentation of the initiative, Civil Society Organizations, representing many of the nine Major Groups as defined by Agenda 21, Governments and Intergovernmental Organizations were also consulted for their input on the following questions: What projects or community experiences related to SARD should be scaled up or replicated?  What capacity building efforts are needed to allow marginalized groups to achieve SARD?  What efforts are necessary to provide or enhance the capacity of marginalized groups to negotiate the future of SARD through practices, programmes and policies? 

The consultation was co-chaired by Mr. Henry Harrison of the Louisiana State University Cooperative Extension Service and Mr. Peter Ngobese, the Assistant Director-General of the National Department of Agriculture and Land of South Africa.  What follows is a summary of the main issues raised by the stakeholders.  These comments are listed by the Major Groups as defined by Agenda 21 (although two of the groups are not represented), Media, Intergovernmental Organizations and Governments.  
Farmers’ representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:
· In general, the Farmers group welcomed the SARD Initiative because it addresses the issue of access to resources, especially land and energy and because the initiative recognizes the need to protect and preserve biodiversity.
· Farmers challenged the participants in the initiative to think about how information will reach grass roots levels and small farmers.  They felt that FAO’s assistance is greatly needed in filling the information gap.

· Farmers need learning by demonstration; they need to have a place to see and learn new technologies for sustainable agriculture and to help them move ahead in the economy.

· Emphasis was placed on the importance of evaluating the political implications of the access to land issue.  For many rural peoples land is power; land equals economic survival.  There are countries which produce, on the whole, enough food for their population, yet people still go hungry.  This is due to poor people not having access to food producing resources and assets and to problems with food distribution.
· Farmers felt that in many rural communities, the abuse of human rights is an issue that is not adequately discussed.  They felt that too many people do not even understand what are their basic human rights and that awareness raising and mobilization of communities around this issue is important for achieving SARD.  

· Farmers stressed the need to continue to involve Governments in the development and implementation of the initiative, because they felt that it is the responsibility of Governments to help people participate in decision making processes.

· Finally, farmers reminded the participants of the consultation that when people talk about rural areas of developing countries, they are talking about areas in extreme poverty.  It is very difficult for farmers to preserve the environment when they are thinking about the next meal, water, energy.  Farmers are aware of these issues but cannot focus on the environment because they have no alternative.  It was felt that this initiative needs to help farmers think about the next generation.  

Womens’ representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:
· Statistics show that 80% of rural people are women.  Rural women are challenged on a daily basis by the wide range of decisions they must make (from collecting firewood and water, cooking meals for their families, caring for children and farming the land).  By addressing the roles they have in the household and providing time saving tools, the SARD Initiative can enable them to devote more time to farming and produce more food.  The initiative must also help them with appropriate agricultural technologies, to be able to use the land more effectively and raise its productivity.  

· The initiative should improve women’s access to water and energy and thus allow them to attend school.  It is a matter of choice for poor, rural women to be able to attend school (survival vs. attending school).

· Rural women do not have access to energy resources.  Many of them do not own land, trees (the men of their communities own such resources).  

· Women suggested that the initiative should use rural women networks to consult rural women further in defining their needs, priorities and suggestions for solutions.
Youth representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:
· Youth represent 50% of world population, many of whom live in rural areas.  They play an important role in food security.  Youth raised three major points at the Parallel Event:
1. Trade- globalization is not profiting all nations.  Developing nations have been forced to open their markets and face barriers when trying to export their own products.  There is also a prevalence of dumping of agricultural exports from developed countries on developing countries, thus disrupting their domestic markets by forcing prices down.  Youth ask Governments to stop subsidies, channel funds into organic farming and work on protecting intellectual property rights.
2. GMOs- The Youth Caucus does not believe GMOs can feed the world.  More holistic research is needed.
3. In order for agriculture to be efficient, adequate technology must be provided; rural infrastructure must be strengthened.  Capacity building in both these areas is essential.  It is important that women and youth be empowered, for this education is key.  Education and training will help stop the migration of youth from rural areas to towns.
· The Youth Caucus requested that the SARD Initiative be presented at the community level in order to receive and incorporate input fully from these stakeholders.  
· Youth recommended that organic farming be promoted and extended.  
· They also recommended to Governments that they should ratify, as soon as possible, the Stockholm Convention on POPs.  Chemicals, toxic waste must be disposed of in a sustainable manner.  
· Youth are preparing for Johannesburg plus 10 and they hope that by this time, significant progress will have been made on the initiative.
Workers & Trade Unions’ representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:

· Waged workers constitute, along with small farmers, the poorest sectors of the world, and the least organized.  They suffer from low standards of social protection.  Yet, there are over 450 million waged workers in the world.  Agriculture is one of the three most dangerous industries to work in, along with construction and mining.  According to the ILO, in 1997 there were 170,000 occupational fatalities in the industry of agriculture, which includes waged workers and small farmers (this figure is out of a total of 330,000 occupational fatalities recorded during that year).  Workers and trade unions have been invisible in this international process and are not addressed in Agenda 21.  Workers have the following objectives:

1. Improve conditions of employment (living wage, safety)

2. Offer new, better opportunities for improving wages
3. Strengthen the voice of agricultural workers and help workers and employers sit down and communicate

4. Raise awareness of human rights at the workplace, such as:  free association, non-discrimination in workplace (equal pay for equal work), elimination of forced labour, elimination of child labour

5. Achieve international acceptance of core ILO standards, secure human rights for these workers

· Workers highlighted one issue that requires a more prominent place in the initiative’s focus:  HIV/AIDS.  FAO recently produced a major report on the impact of HIV/AIDS on agricultural workers.  This issue cannot be ignored, especially as it will have major impacts in the future.  
· Workers feel that it is important that UN organizations work together and that there is a common understanding in the UN of Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development.

NGOs’ representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:

· The definition of SARD, from the Alternative Peoples’ Forum in Rio, where over 400 people came to support this definition, is the one we are using now
.  
· CSD, CSD-8 in particular, were important because of the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogues with Governments, which gave Civil Society a chance to talk to Governments on important issues.  The key themes of the initiative have emerged through these processes.
· The SARD Initiative is a different situation; it is a test.  This initiative will be demanding on our time, on our capacity to organize as Major Group entities and on our ability to participate fully in the development and design of the initiative.
· The need for this type of initiative is not the question, but the way forward is a question.  We must have people come together and lead, define, shape and articulate this initiative if it is really going to be Civil Society led.
· NGOs stressed the importance of capacity building for international and national policy makers and technical experts, not just for rural peoples.  Local and traditional knowledge is often ignored or not respected.  
· Another important question is who gets to decide and who benefits.  NGOs are not asking that Governments give up their responsibilities to their constituencies, including to Civil Society.  NGOs are asking that Governments redirect resources that are currently being used in wrong ways.  
Scientific & Technological Community representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues:

· One reason the SARD Initiative is important is that it recognizes that SARD must be implemented at the local level.  One solution does not fit all.
· The issue of the increasing emergence of animal diseases and transfer of animal diseases to human beings must be addressed by the initiative.  This is especially a problem in Africa.  The initiative should recognize the integral link between safe food, animal slaughter and human health for achieving SARD.  

· The Scientific & Technological Community can contribute through:  impact assessment, remote research, among others.

Business & Industry representatives provided the following information and raised the following issues: 

· Business & Industry are interested in the SARD Initiative because like the initiative, Business & Industry is demand drive and responds to the needs and demands of one-person retailers to multi-national companies. 
· These companies recognize that while responding to a demand, the way their products are used does have an effect on sustainable agriculture.  Business & Industry has a responsibility to steward the way its products are used, but it cannot do this alone.  
· The SARD Initiative should allow Business and Industry to make partnerships and help farmers and other rural peoples find sustainable solutions.  
Media:
· Media is convinced of the urgent need to promote, protect, restore and revitalize sustainable agriculture and rural development.
· Media professionals from developing countries must organize themselves and link up.
· Agricultural media professionals are few in number; the first task must be to reach out and cooperate with many more like-minded media professionals.
· In preparation for the Summit, Media professionals working on Agricultural issues have organized themselves into a Task Force of Agricultural Media Professionals; their work is being put forward as a Type 2 Outcome of the Summit.  This Task Force is eager and ready to work with the SARD Initiative.
IGO:

ILO:
· ILO looks at agriculture from the social and worker side.  The realities which agricultural workers face include:  
1. Fluctuating incomes and seasons
2. Harsh and dangerous working conditions
3. Little access to social safety nets and often no access to medical care
· Agriculture is the economic sector with the highest incidence of child labour.  These workers have little bargaining power.  ILO would like to see more emphasis on the social side of the initiative.  
Popular Coalition:

· The Popular Coalition believes the SARD Initiative is important to ensure that stakeholder interests are well represented.  
· They suggested that the Common Platform on Access to Land is a way for people to link up and continue to support land access.  This is a process coming out of CSD-8 and involves many stakeholder groups.  
· Rural poverty can only be combated by improving rural peoples’ access to resources and land is one of the most important of these.  Improving access to land will only be possible if Governments work towards this through policy reform.  
· On the action side, a land partnership is being proposed by the Popular Coalition.  It is an attempt to bring Governments, donors, Civil Society within countries to address land access.  Along with the Common Platform on Access to Land, this partnership is a good linkage for the SARD Initiative.  

Governments:  
In general, the Governments who participated in our open consultation were supportive of the SARD Initiative and were eager to link their national programmes, initiatives and case studies of past SARD related activities, as resources to the SARD Initiative.  Governments stressed the following points:

· Australia:  A local authority stated that there is a need to support the establishment of an international framework for accreditation of farmers who practice sustainable farming, i.e. green accreditation (this would include eco-labelling of products).  This local government representative would like to link up those Australian farming communities wishing to convert their agricultural systems to more sustainable ones to other communities facing similar problems.  Finally, the Government of Australia suggested a successful national project on community land care as a possible resource (to share knowledge gained, lessons learned) with other interested countries.  The Government of South Africa has already begun to replicate this project.   
· Kenya:  The mobilization of financial resources will be vital, but so will the close coordination of donor parties and stakeholders for the distribution of the funds.  The Government of Kenya suggested that the initiative link to existing initiatives and projects, especially those at the grass roots level for greater impact.  Kenya stressed that FAO should not let international or national politics prevent the implementation of the initiative.  Finally, the Government of Kenya offered to contribute its experiences with rural outreach programmes and thus encourage the further development of infrastructure.  
· France:  Emphasized the importance of education and training of farmers.  The Government of France offered to share its experience in sustainable agriculture (from coastal regions to isolated mountain regions) through the initiative.  The Government of France is especially interested in supporting projects targeted at isolated farming communities, farmer’s wives and women farmers who are not well recognized.  
Specific Suggestions for the SARD Initiative:

Many participants of the Parallel Event offered examples of existing successful projects which could be part of the resource base of the initiative.  With appropriate support, such projects could possibly be replicated or scaled up in other communities.  Some of the projects mentioned included:

· A project in the East African region aimed at enhancing traditional banana growing technologies through the transfer and integration of science based technologies (such as tissue culture research) with traditional and local knowledge.  Such integration of two different types of knowledge helps small farmers produce more and raise their incomes.  This project also focuses on supporting value added processes.  
· Rural Communities in the Veld region of South Africa growing and harvesting Rooisbos tea have formed tea cooperatives which have successfully been marketing their produce.  Direct access to markets result in more money for produce than when produce is sold to “middle men.”
· Sustainable Agriculture Projects in Uganda have been assisting communities in developing appropriate technologies which respond to their needs.  This project has been empowering farmers and rural peoples by helping them gain access to information.  One specific example is a project which has been disseminating information on land access to mobilise rural communities to contribute to the development of a land policy in the country. 
Conclusion:

Mr. Peter Ngobese, the Assistant Director-General of the National Department of Agriculture and Land of South Africa, provided closing remarks for the Parallel Event by reviewing the main points raised in the discussion.  
He noted that the SARD Initiative, as a multi-stakeholder effort has a groundswell of support from the groups represented at the Event.  He remarked that the interventions indicated that access to land is a top priority.  Capacity building was also raised as a top priority, but it is important that we include decision makers, not just the usual target rural groups.  Finally he noted that as the SARD Initiative is demand driven, and based on a consultative design, it inherently fosters participation and promotes partnerships among the Major Groups.  This kind of dialogue demonstrates that synergies are emerging from this relationship among Major Groups, Intergovernmental Organizations, Governments and others through the initiative.  
� "Sustainable agriculture is a model of social and economic organization based on an equitable and participatory vision of development which recognizes the environment and natural resources as the foundation of economic activity. Agriculture is sustainable when it is ecologically sound, economically viable, socially just, culturally appropriate, (humane) and based on a holistic scientific approach." �The People's Treaties from the Earth Summit, Rio 1992





