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Summary– SARD Initiative Side Event, 30 August, 2002

The Side Event on the SARD Initiative, which took place on 30 August, 2002 during the World Summit on Sustainable Development was considered by many to be a success.  The event was well attended by a wide range of participants, ranging from high level Government officials to Major Groups and representatives of grassroots organizations.  

Mr. Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of FAO, opened the event by highlighting the history of the initiative and its objectives to help facilitate the transition to sustainable agriculture and rural development.  The initiative aims to achieve this by providing catalytic support to strengthen the capacities of farmers, fisher folks, pastoralists and other rural peoples to achieve SARD, and by providing a framework in which local and regional initiatives related to SARD can be recognized and supported.  He explained how the initiative aims to support and scale up appropriate technologies for sustainable agriculture and rural development through information sharing, community learning exchanges and provision of seed money.   Mr. Diouf noted that while there are many existing milestones that have helped to shape the initiative’s current form, there is still an ongoing voluntary commitment process which will further identify its design and implementation.  Mr. Diouf concluded his remarks by encouraging further government and civil society involvement in the initiative, by stating that the initiative provides an opportunity to reinvest in agriculture and promote SARD and by thanking those who have contributed to the initiative during the preparatory process for WSSD.   
Following Mr. Diouf’s keynote address, various government officials spoke, including Prof. Ango Abdullahi, Special Advisor on Agriculture to the President of Nigeria, Ambassador Delia Domingo Albert, Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines, and Ambassador Jean François Giovannini of Switzerland.  
Civil Society was also given an opportunity to provide opening remarks.  Mr. Martin Khorr of the Third World Network, an NGO based in Malaysia, provocatively identified targets for investment in ecological farming.  Mr. Khorr called on FAO to dedicate 25% of its resources and staff in the next 2-3 years to sustainable agriculture and ecological farming, 50% of its resources in the next 6 years and 80% of resources in the next 10 years.  Mr. Khorr also sited many economic problems, such as structural adjustment programs and trade barriers (including subsidies) as a major limitation on developing countries for achieving sustainable development.  
A brief power point presentation on the SARD Initiative, outlining, its objectives, its history, the stakeholders involved to date and why there is a need for this initiative, was given by Ms. Eve Crowley, the FAO Task Manager of Chapter 14 of Agenda 21.  Ms. Crowley emphasized that the participation of all stakeholders is crucial for rural development programmes to be successful.  Agriculture and rural development programmes are only sustainable when they are culturally appropriate, ecologically sound, economically viable and socially just.  Ms. Crowley reiterated that this initiative is important because it addresses the need for capacity building of disadvantaged groups, so that their negotiating capacity is increased and they can influence the policies which affect their livelihoods.  
Ms. Crowley noted that, in order for the initiative to be successful, it needs to be demand driven and that the terms of engagement of all stakeholders must be clear.  
Ms. Crowley offered possible options for involvement in the initiative, including:
· Providing successful cases, experiences, findings, tools.
· Sponsoring or hosting conferences, field schools, fora for learning

· Supporting site visits, targeted training, learning exchanges

· Offering services, expertise, knowledge or technologies

· Linking up an existing project to share knowledge and experiences

· Helping develop local or regional resource centres
· Providing financial support

She also described the next steps of the initiative’s development, including a design workshop possibly in late 2002.  Ms. Crowley concluded her remarks by welcoming the future participation of all stakeholders in changing the landscape of sustainable development and thus helping to reduce poverty.
After Ms. Crowley’s presentation, the participants’ perspectives session of the Side Event began.  This session was co-chaired by Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz, the Executive Director of TETEBBA and by Ms. Njabulo Nduli, of the National Department of Agriculture and Land of South Africa.  Ms. Nduli initiated the session by providing a brief overview of the stakeholder consultation at a Parallel Event on the initiative, which took place on 26 August, 2002.   Ms. Tauli Corpuz then opened up the floor to the participants of the Side Event to provide them with an opportunity to speak on the SARD Initiative.  
There was a diverse set of speakers from Civil Society, Intergovernmental Organizations and Governments.  These speakers included:

Mr. Thomas Barasa of Resources Oriented Development Initiatives (RODI-Kenya), Mr. Martin Sibisi of PELUM, Mr. Jack Wheelan of the International Chamber of Commerce(ICC),  Mr. Peter Hurst of the International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Associations (IUF), Ms. Ann Herbert of the ILO, Mr. Calvin James of the Institute for Future Global Leaders (IFGL), Mr. Rolf Boehnke of the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC), Mr. Kim Hak-Su of UNESCAP and representatives of the Governments of Bolivia, Nigeria, Canada, Switzerland, Philippines and Indonesia.
Civil Society groups raised the following issues:  
· In order for the initiative, and for SARD in general, to be successful, there must be sufficient political will on the part of Governments.  The support of Governments is crucial, especially with regards to financial resources.  

· There is a need for change in trade, to allow small farmers and agricultural workers greater access to markets.

· It is important that the initiative focus on creating opportunities for capacity building as well as promoting fairer working conditions, thus allowing small farmers and agricultural workers to compete in labour markets.

· Local community organizations (including agricultural worker’s organizations) in rural areas have much to contribute to the initiative, in terms of knowledge and hands on experience in small scale, sustainable agriculture and rural development.

· The initiative should support eco-agricultural practices as a way for implementing SARD, drawing upon the experiences of the millions of farmers world-wide who are already using such practices with success.

· There should be greater attention given to the growing impact of HIV/AIDS on rural communities.
· Emphasis should be placed on obtaining and maintaining greater involvement of youth and women.  Youth proposed the idea of a pilot farm managed by young people, which could train them in appropriate sustainable agriculture technologies, and requested training in niche marketing and post harvest processing.
IGOs and UN Agencies raised the following points:
· The Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) supported the need for capacity building.  They added that capacity building for commodity producers is also needed, to help make commodity production more sustainable.  The CFC believes it is important to enhance the productivity of resources for rural producers and to open up market opportunities. An example they gave of a way to help increase the productivity of resources available to rural producers is the conversion of agricultural waste into value added products.  

· The International Labour Organization (ILO) highlighted the need for a strong social dimension in the initiative, to improve the present harsh and dangerous working conditions which millions of people employed in agriculture and rural enterprises endure.  ILO hopes that the initiative will focus on and support the four areas which the ILO is working to promote: 
1) Freedom of association

2) Developing employment intensive infrastructure projects (encourage job skills; develop rural small and medium enterprises)

3) Safety and health in agriculture

4) Elimination of child labour

· UNESCAP offered to collaborate with the initiative on poverty reduction through sharing its knowledge on poverty analysis and on replication of best practices.  They have identified best practices in poverty reduction in both urban and rural areas.  


Governments raised the following points:

· The Governments of Bolivia highlighted that they have a wealth of successful community development projects and experiences to share with others through the initiative.  Bolivia also noted that the SARD Initiative could be very useful for South-South cooperation.  

· The Government of Switzerland stated that they can provide expertise in technology transfer and facilitate the sharing of information between marginalized regions (for example, mountain regions).

· The Government of Canada reiterated its support of the SARD Initiative and is planning to develop a proposal to support farm-based learning related to good agricultural practices and micro-enterprise skills to help small farmers make the transition to sustainable agriculture and rural development.   
· The Government of Indonesia applauded the initiative’s focus on capacity building, especially for increased transparency and accountability in local and national programmes, and on food security (including food distribution).  It offered to share its experience and knowledge gained through its community agriculture activities, particularly in degraded land areas.
· The Government of Nigeria stated that it considers SARD to be the cornerstone of the WSSD and supports the SARD Initiative as one realistic strategy for poverty alleviation with the potential of producing measurable advances on the ground.

· The Government of the Philippines welcomed the multi-stakeholder framework employed in the SARD Initiative and emphasized the importance of using this mechanism to support successful local and national experiences, such as community gene trust funds, IPM, and others.  The importance of using modern technology and sound science to evaluate the risks of rural activities to ecosystems and cope with a globalizing world was also emphasized.  

The Assistant Director-General of FAO, Mr. Jacques Eckebil, closed the session by thanking the co-chairs and the participants of the event and encouraging everyone to continue their contributions by filling out the contact information sheet or by contacting FAO staff.  He reminded the attendees that the next step for the SARD Initiative would be a design workshop, possibly to be held around the time of FAO Council, in October 2002.  He closed by emphasizing that even after the design workshop, elements of the initiative will continue to be refined and developed as the design of the SARD Initiative is an iterative process.  However, it is important that we all work together to begin the implementation now.  

