Synthesis of Parallel Event Consultation on the SARD Initiative (August 26, 2002)
This synthesis highlights some of the many valuable points raised by approximately 200 participants at the consultation during the August 26 Parallel Even on the SARD Initiative.  Priorities, successful endeavours, and capacity building needs were the focus of statements form the Governments of Australia, France, Ghana, Kenya, and Finland, the International Labour Organization, the International Fund for Agricultural Development/Popular Coalition, and Civil Society groups representing farmers, workers and trade unions, women, youth, non-governmental origination, local authorities, the science and technological community and business and industry.

This brief summary can not reflect the wealth of the discussion and a full summary will be made available on the FAO website. 

Key Challenges that may need to be tackled by the SARD Initiative included the following:

1. Globalization has created new dynamics, both positive and negative, which rural peoples may not have the capacity to understand and confront effectively.

2. Agricultural trade policies, including export subsidies, do not benefit all developing countries. 

3. Without government support, true and sustainable participation of the poor in influencing policies and programmes will not be possible.
4. Weak bargaining power of disadvantaged groups leads to exclusion in decision making processes and policy design.

5. Global food security will not be reached unless there are improvements in value addition to agricultural, animal, forest, and fishery products to increase rural earnings and unless access to resources, especially land, water, energy, and markets, is provided to the most disadvantaged groups, including women. 

6. Concerns were raised about the ability of GMOs to fee the poorest.
7. The recognition and preservation of traditional knowledge, while transforming and transmitting currently available information and knowledge in to a form and media that can be used and adapted at the grass roots level are continuing challenges.

8. Occupational health and safety, including combating the HIV/AIDs pandemic in rural areas, are major issues to be tackled and preconditions for humane and sustainable agricultural production and rural development.

Some recommendations that emerged included:

1. To invest in capacity building of rural communities, including the use of travelling workshops, demonstration sites an inter community exchanges for enhancing the spread of practical knowledge and appropriate technologies.

2. To target capacity building efforts to decision makers and scientists to improve their understanding of disadvantaged groups and the problems they face.

3. To interlink SARD projects between international, national, regional, and grass root level in both developed and developing countries.

4. To work with existing institutions, initiatives, and alliances on the ground, such as cooperatives and rural women’s networks, and paying particular attention to those networks that employ participatory approaches and are capable of reaching isolated rural producers and disadvantaged peoples in mountain regions and other remote areas.
5. To develop close links with the newly developed task force of media professionals for agriculture to ensure a better informed public and heightened awareness of sustainable agriculture and rural development.

6. To support he development of land policies to give rural people the right to land and aces the financial resources.

7. To reduce land degradation and rural-urban inequities by developing an international system for green accreditation.
8. To recognize agricultural and rural worker and develop policies and programmes that generate decent employment and ar capable of ensuring core labour standards, the elimination of chisel, bonded and forced labour, secure workers rights and the occupational health and safety of rural workers. 

9. To enhance funding and positive incentives for organic framing and holistic approaches and to promote the integration of science based technologies with traditional and local technologies including practices that protect intellectual property rights.

10. For civil society stakeholders who support the SARD Initiative to act as ambassadors to ensure grass roots consultations in developing countries ,as has already begun in East Africa and Venezuela.

To Ensure that: 

1. UN agencies work together with a common understanding of SARD 

2. Support is given to major groups to develop the capacity to organize and participate fully in the design and development of this initiative, including mechanisms to lead, define, shape, monitoring, and articulate this civil society led initiative and clear rules about who decides and who benefits. 

3. The SARD initiative is presented at and further developed through inputs from rural communities, beginning with careful diagnosis of local level priorities, need, and capabilities.

4. Adequate resources are made available to ensure the effective implementation of this Initiative at the local level, within the next five years.

Some successful cases mentioned included:

Community Landcare approaches in Australia, Organic tea grower cooperative in South Africa, sustainable agriculture and appropriate technology developing in Uganda, micro-finances activities in Kenya, and a green house group – energy scheme in China.
The interventions demonstrated that there is a groundswell of support from multiple stakeholders for the Initiative.

