Draft Terms of Reference for FAO/Major Group Process on Sustainable Agriculture & Rural Development


The following points are recognized by Major Groups working on SARD and the FAO as the basis for the FAO/Major Group process related to the call for initiatives, partnerships or commitments during the processes leading up to and following the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).  
A. Facilitation and coordination of the FAO/Major Group process  :
The SARD/Land Major Group/FAO Working Group consisting of focal points for the nine Major Groups of Agenda 21, FAO Task Manager for Chapter 14/SARD and respective support staff will provide overall facilitation, including: 

· ensuring comprehensive input into into the Working Group and SARD processes from their respective Major Group networks, and from the FAO

· ensuring wide dissemination of the Working Group discussions and outcomes to their respective Major Group networks, and within the FAO network

· responsibility for assigning coordinators for the Thematic Groups   (see section B);

· encouraging participation by other stakeholders including intergovernmental organizations and government experts.

· fostering on-going partnerships on SARD

· working with related Liaison Support Teams for related logistical and strategic issues (see section C below)

· working together to provide sufficient resources for the work of the facilitating body and respective working groups.

B. Coordination and leadership for Thematic Groups:
· Thematic groups will be open to organisations representing Major Groups and other CSO/NGO organisations. Government and intergovernmental representatives may be invited to participate as experts
· At least two coordinators will be assigned to each of the three Thematic Groups, one assigned by Major Groups and one by FAO;

· The coordinators will moderate a listserve for each Thematic Group hosted through FAO with technical support

· The coordinators will be responsible to gather relevant proposals for tangible initiatives and commitments with time-bound outcomes and necessary resources

· The coordinators will be responsible to report regularly on progress to the meetings of the facilitating SARD/Land Major Group/FAO Working Group; and

· Coordinators will supervise the drafting of summaries of initiatives and commitments for consideration by interested stakeholders and their respective regional and national constituencies between the Second and Fourth Prepcoms for WSSD.

· Coordiaators will be responsible to provide these documents and summarize key issues and outcomes for liaison support teams (section C)

C. Liaison support teams on related logistical and strategic issues:

· Supporting teams may be initiated to work on other areas, such as political message development and strategy, media and outreach, and consumer interests, for example.

· The facilitating group will decide on the character of support and communication needs required for each support team as they are developed, including the character of reporting to the facilitating working group for FAO/Major Group process  at its regular meetings.

Participation and ownership of the processes of the facilitating and working groups:

· No single Major Group, Intergovernmental Organization, Government or Stakeholder shall claim, as solely their own, the outcomes of these processes.

· The processes and products of the working groups will be collaborative by design, and will therefore have multistakeholder participation and ownership by definition.

· All parties will strive to inform respective constituencies of the open and invitational character of these processes, including actors unfamiliar with international processes who may need special attention and briefing, as appropriate to support their full participation.

· Nonetheless, it is the expectation of the facilitating stakeholders that specific stakeholder groups will indeed "step up to the plate" on specific initiatives and commit human, institutional and financial resources to ensure their success.

· Saying this, it is also expected that not all stakeholders involved in the processes of determining specific initiatives will necessarily support all initiatives

· This is in itself not a reason to exclude participation by stakeholder groups in the next exploratory phases of developing specific initiatives.

The collaborative, multistakeholder character of the work on initiatives for WSSD in the areas of SARD/land are expected to continue through the Prepcoms, the Summit itself, and during implementation following the Summit.
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