SAFS Caucus General Information 

The SAFS Caucus as the Focal Point Organization:
The Sustainable Agriculture/Food Systems (SAFS) Caucus  is a self-organized group which has been meeting annually at the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) since 1993 under the auspices of the CSD NGO Steering Committee. It was chosen as the Focal Point organization for NGOs in 1999 by the CSD Secretariat because of its inclusiveness of any and all groups wishing to participate on these issues at the UN since the CSD began after the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED).
  
The SAFS Caucus consists of southern and northern coordinating organizations which are:

The Association of Barbados NGOs and International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture (serving as the Secretariat for SAFS), respectively. Elections are  held annually at the CSD under guidelines developed by the CSD NGO Steering Committee in 1994. Term

limits were not set for Caucus leadership but the northern coordinator feels that three years is sufficient and new leadership development would benefit by rotating this role.

Administration, Participation and Evaluation:

The SAFS Caucus has a listserve (safs@yahoogroups.com) with a frequently changing list, currently approximately 200 groups and individuals. SAFS also works with other caucuses at the UN, including in particular Major Groups (Women, Indigenous, Farmers, Workers and Trade Unions) and Issue Caucuses (Water, Energy, Sustainable Production and Consumption, etc.) as relevant. SAFS participants cooperate with the Sustainable Development Information Network (SDIN), the CSD NGO Steering Committee, the Stakeholder Forum for Our Common Future, the host committees for Indonesia and Johannesburg in preparation for the World Summit on Sustainable Development and/or other networks focused on the World Food Summit: fyl, the POPS, Biodiversity, Climate and Desertification Conventions. 

Regional focal points chosen in 2000 have been working on a voluntary basis to help share information in Asia, Africa, South and North America, Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Europe, Eastern Europe, Mediterranean and Amazonia.  All 
organizations are encouraged to facilitate the sharing of information at all levels in each region however the extent to which this is possible depends on local interest and capacity. 

The SAFS Caucus meets annually at Commission on Sustainable Development meetings. It is much more active in some sessions than others, depending on the focus of the negotiations at a particular CSD session. Communications occur throughout the year primarily through the listserve. Participants also frequently meet at other international conference venues throughout the year.
Attendance at multistakeholder dialogues at CSD meetings varies depending on the issues discussed, however there is broad representation based on regional coverage and various levels of activity. For instance at the 2000 CSD session attendance was high due to the focus on sustainable agriculture and rural development (SARD) and multistakeholder dialogues on key areas related to SARD. 80 NGOs from every region of the world representing various levels of activity from grassroots to international networks participated 

There is no formal system for the evaluation of  SAFS caucus activities, except through CSD Secretariat-sponsored evaluation of the multistakeholder dialogue being conducted by MIT Consensus Building Institute (due in April 2002). Several other studies are being conducted on this topic and the SAFS Secretariat has participated in a number of interviews. During years of intense activity when many participants were able to gather, a questionnaire was distributed to survey preferences for action priorities, recommendations for improvement, etc.

Participants in the Caucus can provide feedback during the annual meeting (Caucus meetings are held from 2-5 times per week), through the listserve and individual communications with the co-coordinators and regional focal points.

For a description of the SAFS Caucus, Membership Form, and the Terms of

Reference delineated by the CSD NGO Steering Committee please contact:
