INVITATION TO SIDE EVENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 23, 2002

To: 

All Representatives of Governments, Civil Society and other stakeholders participating at the second

meeting of the Prepcom for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

From:

The Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and



Major Group Focal Points for Land and SARD in WSSD:

Farmers 
David King, International Federation of Agriculture Producers, david.king@ifap.org
Nettie Wiebe, Via Campesina, netwiebe@hotmail.com
Business
Kristen Sukalac, International Agri-Food Network ksukalac@fertilizer.org
Indigenous 
Carol Kalafatic, International Indian Treaty Council, iitcny@mindspring.com
Trade Unions
Peter Hurst, International Union of Foodworkers, peter.hurst@iuf.org
NGOs
Linda Elswick, SAFS Caucus, ipsa@igc.org

Gordon Bispham, SAFS Caucus, gobisxx@hotmail.com
Title:

Land, Food and Agriculture in Agenda 21: Assessing Issues of Land, Water, Food, and 

Agriculture to Reduce Poverty and Implement Sustainable Development

When:

6:15 p.m., 31 January 2002, UN Conference Room 1, New York
As part of the preparatory process for the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Major Groups in Civil Society working on Land and Agriculture invite you to an informal side event at the second Prepcom for WSSD at UN Headquarters in New York on January 31, 2002 in Conference Room 1 from 6:15 – 8:00 pm.

Land, Food and Agriculture are a critical part of sustainable development worldwide as recognized in Agenda 21, and again, more recently in both the Report of the Secretary-General “Implementing Agenda 21” and preparatory meetings for the World Summit on Sustainable Development. The UN Food and Agriculture Organization is the leading technical body at the UN to advise governments on these issues. The Major Groups also have important contributions to make to managing land resources, providing food security and achieving sustainable agriculture and rural development.

Representatives of Major Groups identified in Agenda 21 working on sustainable agriculture and rural development (SARD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), task manager for the land, food and agriculture related issues in Agenda 21, will review the progress made and challenges ahead, in implementing SARD and related chapters of Agenda 21.

The agenda for the side event and related background material is included with this letter.

Presentations at the side event will draw upon reports and background papers made for the multistakeholder dialogues on land and agriculture from April 2000 to the present and from inputs by both FAO and Major Group representatives to the WSSD Secretariat.

In addition to a review of progress and challenges to implementation of the land and agriculture policies found in Agenda 21, representatives of Major Groups and FAO will present their views on priority areas to implement SARD within the wider context of implementing sustainable development.

We invite you to attend this side event in New York, especially if you or your colleagues are planning to be at the Prepcom for WSSD. For further information about the side event, please contact one of the major group focal points for LAND and SARD above or FAO (Chapter 14-Support Desk: AG21-Chapter14@fao.org).

Land, Food and Agriculture in Agenda 21: Assessing Issues of Land, Water, Food, and

Agriculture to Reduce Poverty and Implement Sustainable Development
Objective:

To help provide assessments of progress, lessons learned, new challenges, main constraints, and possible responses in the area of integrated land, food, and agriculture policy within the framework of poverty eradication, resource management, sustainable consumption and other cross-cutting sustainable development themes. 

Proposed Agenda:

1. Welcome and opening remarks

WSSD Secretariat representative (invited) 

2. Co-chairs introduction: Mr. Jacques Eckebil, Assistant Director General, UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and a Major Group representative

Co-chairs representing intergovernmental (FAO) and Major Group stakeholders will introduce the side event agenda, review the results of land and agriculture dialogues (2000-2001), the preparations for WSSD, and introduce the speakers.

3. The challenges to implementation of land and SARD chapters of Agenda 21 

Speakers will give views on progress made, lessons learned and new challenges encountered 

since 1992 in implementing sustainable agriculture and rural development (SARD).

*  Major Group representatives: 5 minutes each

1. Farmers: David King, IFAP, and Bill Christison, Via Campesina

2. Business and Industry: Kristen E. Sukalac, International Agri-Food Network,

3. Indigenous Peoples: Carol Kalafatic, International Indian Treaty Council

4. Trade Unions: Peter Hurst: IFU

5. Non-governmental Organizations: Linda Elswick and Gordon Bispham, SAFS Caucus

6. Additional Major Group representatives (Women, Local Authorities, Scientists, Youth): Invited 

*  FAO Task Manager, SARD/Chapter 14 of Agenda 21: Eve Crowley, 10 minutes

 4. The Way Forward: The importance of SARD in Sustainable Development 

Speakers will present their views on priority issue areas for action to implement Rio objectives, 

from which "specific time-bound measures to be undertaken" by governments, intergovernmental 

organizations and major groups are expected to emerge at the World Summit to enable 

sustainable development through SARD

· Major Group Representatives (from above)

· FAO Task Manager, SARD/Chapter 14 of Agenda 21: Eve Crowley

5. Interventions from other participants as time permits

6. Concluding remarks: Next steps on the road to Johannesburg

· Major Group Representatives

· FAO Assistant Director General Jacques Eckebil

___________________________________

Please join us afterward at a cultural event and reception hosted by the South African NGO 

Coalition (SANGOCO) at a site near the United Nations. Details available at the Land, Food 

and Agriculture side event.

