Land Tenure issues 
Land tenure and its administration is a key factor in sustainable rural development, food security and the good governance of natural resources, whether land, water, minerals, trees or wildlife. Adequate land tenure institutional arrangements are required to determine access to such resources, and to increase tenure security to those rights in a gender-sensitive and environmentally sustainable manner. While changing land tenure does not necessarily result in improvements, without proper and timely land tenure changes, other development attempts are non-sustainable.

While the role of land tenure in sustainable development has long been recognised, increasing social and technological changes and economic integration are requiring policy makers, planners, development experts and rural producers to re-examine the institutional arrangements used to determine and administer who has rights to resources for what purposes and for how long.

An important item on the land tenure agenda is improving access to disadvantaged groups through state interventions such as land tenure reform. Improving access to resources through market-based transactions such as leases and purchases is receiving attention in many quarters. Much rural land exists as common pool resources used by marginalised communities and new approaches are being devised to provide for regularising and protecting indigenous and customary rights while allowing for participation in external economies. The growing importance of peri-urban areas, where land tenure arrangements are often spontaneously modified, has highlighting the need for land tenure planning. Effective land institutions, whether at the central, regional, or community level, are required to administer land and other resources (for example, through registration and cadastre, valuation and taxation, land use planning, and land information systems) and to resolve disputes over resources.

Additional information on land tenure and administration reforms: 

· Visit the FAO site on Land Tenure
· Land Reform Bulletin, published by FAO
· Visit the site of FAO's Legal Office 
