Co-Chairs’ Summary Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)/Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARD) Meeting to Discuss Preparations with Major Group Focal Point Representatives, November 6, 2001

The Rural Development Division (SDA) of FAO invited FAO representatives and interested stakeholders to identify areas of collaborative work on Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARD) in preparation for the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, Johannesburg 2002) . Rodrigo Santa Cruz, SDA, FAO and Linda Elswick, Humane Society of the United States/International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture, NGO Co-Coordinator (with Gordon Bispham, Caribbean Policy Development Centre, Barbados) of the Sustainable Agriculture/Food Systems (SAFS) Caucus at the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), co-chaired the meeting.

In line with the request of the Eighth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-8, April 2000), which invited FAO to involve diverse stakeholders in the review of SARD in preparation for the WSSD in Johannesburg 2002, participants met to review possible areas of joint work on SARD and seek inputs and views on options, priorities, and methods for joint action. Additional objectives of the meeting were to:

- review the background, mandate and context for Major Group work on SARD, including the SARD Dialogue at the CSD in April 2000 and the SARD Forum at FAO Committee on Agriculture (CoAG) in March 2001;

- to review the organizational opportunities for Multistakeholder Processes (MSPs) in the upcoming World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) preparatory process;

- to present ideas from Major Groups for special thematic work areas during this preparatory process for collaborative development between Major Groups, FAO and other relevant intergovernmental institutions, and governments;

- to learn about FAO's Priority Areas for Inter-disciplinary Action (PAIAs) relevant to the thematic areas for potential work by Major Groups; and

- to ensure that food, land and agriculture issues be adequately represented in Johannesburg, and to decide on areas for recommended collaboration and a mechanism for such collaboration to meet a very demanding schedule of work for the WSSD. 

 Taking advantage of their participation the FAO Conference (November 2001), the meeting provided an opportunity for Major Group Focal points DESIGNATED BY THE UN COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TO TAKE ON THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ORGANIZE INPUT ON SARD IN THE AGENDA 21 PROCESS AT THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE COMMISION (APRIL 2000) for NGOs (SAFS Caucus), farmers’ organisations (International Federation of Agricultural Producers and Via Campesina), workers and trade unions (International Union of Food and Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' Associations (IUF), and  Indigenous Peoples (International Indian Treaty Council) to share their views. The Business and Industry Focal Point designated in the CSD 8 process (International Agri-Food Network) was invited but unable to attend. Some of the other representatives from civil society attending the FAO Conference  also participated AND PRESENTED THEIR VIEWS ON KEY THEMES FOR POSSIBLE COLLABORATION!

. The FAO Task Manager for Chapter 14 is in close communication with the Major Group Focal Points  AND THE NGO/CSO FOCAL POINT AT FAO, and will be working with them to keep all constituents informed of the discussion of the meeting.

Introduction and Overview to Major Group Activities

Major Group representatives gave an introduction and overview of the history and context of Major Groups in CSD/SARD, followed by a presentation from an NGO representative of the WSSD Secretariat from South Africa on plans for a Civil Society Forum being planned for the Johannesburg Summit. 

History and Context

The Commission on Sustainable Development developed a mechanism for dialogue between governments and civil society through the multistakeholder dialogue process with representatives of the nine major groups identified in Agenda 21: women, youth, NGOs, scientists, business and industry, local authorities, Indigenous Peoples, farmers and workers and trade unions. Over the years since 1993, this mechanism has been recognized as one that enables participation from many sectors in society and affords an enriched discussion of issues and concerns to contribute to the government decision making process in reviewing progress towards implementation of Agenda 21. SARD was the focus of discussion by five of the nine major groups (farmers, Indigenous Peoples, workers and trade unions, business and industry and NGOs, with women and youth cross-cutting each group) at the eighth session of the CSD in April 2000. Internationally vetted papers describing the positions of each group were develo!

ped over a period of a year in cooperation with the CSD Secretariat at the United Nations and Chair of the CSD8, Juan Mayr Maldonado, Minister of Environment of Colombia.

Following the mandate of CSD8, FAO was charged with continuing to engage  with Major Groups in dialogue in preparation for the WSSD and report back to it on progress made. The opportunity to do this was at the Committee on Agriculture  meeting in March 2001, when a full day dialogue co-chaired by Major Group representatives and Mr. Noel de Luna, Permanent Representative of the Philippines to FAO, was held. 

Report of plans for Johannesburg Summit Civil Society Forum

SANGOCO, the South African NGO Coalition, has set up a secretariat and developed a process to bring together people to start a consultative process. It has identified gaps in various countries to develop civil society capacity and to empower people to attend the regional preparatory meetings, particularly in Africa.  The overall plan for the event includes Youth and other summits, with 40-50 thousand people estimated at the global forum. 

Identifying Joint Themes for Collaboration for Johannesburg

It was noted that there is a huge civil society interest in continuing to engage  with governments and international institutions in achieving sustainable agriculture, rural development, land management and tenure and food security. The World Summit on Sustainable Development is designed to foster actions that go from dialogue to joint campaigns/challenges and multiple partnerships where agreement on timetables and specific agreed actions can be found between Major Groups, Governments and International Institutions.

Major Group Focal Points drew from the results of Multistakeholder Dialogues at CSD 8 (April 2000) and the FAO Committee on Agriculture (March 2001) as well as recent teleconference calls among the Focal Points and input from a variety of stakeholders present at the FAO Conference to identify four initial themes for discussion. These themes are evolving and will benefit from wide ranging continued consultation among all of the Major Groups and in collaboration with FAO Divisions. 

Major Group Suggested  Potential Themes proposed for collaborative work included:

1. Access to Resources (land, productive resources, water, genetic resources, etc.)

2. Global campaign on fair contract agriculture/employment

3. Impacts of dumping, trade and food sovereignty

4. Good Agriculture Practices

Presentation of FAO Priority Areas for Inter-disciplinary Action (PAIA)

Eve Crowley, FAO Focal Point for Chapter 14 SARD, introduced several FAO expert staff working in areas relevant to the suggested themes AND OTHER POTENTIAL AREAS OF COLLABORATION to facilitate understanding and interaction between FAO and multistakeholders. 

She described key goals and key strategies related to SARD to which FAO is committed.  Global goals include a continued contribution of SARD and a dynamic framework including five strategies for the eradication of rural poverty, conservation improvement and sustainable use of natural resources, sustainable rural livelihoods and more equitable access to resources by  vulnerable groups. PAIAs discussed related to livelihoods and institutions, SRLH, and Integrated Production Systems (PRODs). A discussion on the potential development of principles or guidelines, still in embryonic stage, for Good Agricultural Practice followed.

A discussion about the mechanisms and workplan needed to further discuss and develop potential themes for collaborative work for WSSD raised issues of how the PAIA connections might be made, including land management and land tenure, trade, water, organic production, biodiversity, etc.; how to engage other processes such as the World Food Summit five years later and preparatory meetings in New York in January and March, and the reporting process for the UN Johannesburg Summit Secretariat.

Summing up / decisions

A mechanism for future collaboration between Major Groups of Agenda 21 and FAO Task Manager (Chapter 14/SARD) in preparation for WSSD was proposed in the form of a WORKING GROUP representing FAO personnel and Major Group representatives from each of the nine Major Groups, ALL OF WHOM HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ENGAGE AS WIDE A CONSTITUENCY AS POSSIBLE IN THE PROCESS  A work plan will be prepared FOR CONSULTATION AND REVIEW. 

On questions regarding discussion of SARD at the WFS:fyl and continued FAO cooperation with NGOs/CSOs in this domain, the Major Group Focal Points will refer to the International NGO/CSO Planning Committee for the WFS:fyl, of which the are members.
