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Opening of the Session
The sixth meeting of the Plenary Assembly (PA) of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) was held in
Rome at FAO headquarters on 11‐13 June 2018 (the list of participants is attached in Annex I).
The session was chaired by Mr. Javier Gracia‐Garza (Canada), the vice‐chair was Mr. Mike Grundy
(Australia) and the Rapporteur was Mr. Nazareno Montani (Argentina).
Mr. Daniel Gustafson, Deputy Director‐General Programmes at FAO, welcomed the participants
on behalf of the FAO Director‐General, Mr. Jose Graziano da Silva. Mr. Gustafson acknowledged
the work done by the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS) and the GSP in the past
year and highlighted the various items that were to be discussed during this PA. He also called
upon all member countries to join the “Be the Solution to Soil Pollution” campaign and the global
soil activities including the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil
Management.
In a brief opening statement, Mr. Rapibhat Chandarasrivongs, Under‐Secretary General of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives of Thailand, expressed once again his sincere gratitude
to the GSP and member countries for their support in making activities under the GSP possible.
He noted the importance of implementing the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil
Management, and of many of the GSP activities, including the Soil Doctors Programme, which
was inspired by a similar programme already established in Thailand. He highlighted the success
of World Soil Day (WSD) celebrations and called upon all member countries to endorse Thailand’s
initiative to establish a WSD prize that would be presented in Thailand starting next WSD, on 5
December 2018. Finally, he also called upon all member countries to join the “Be the Solution to
Soil Pollution” campaign prepared for World Soil Day 2018.
The PA appreciated the keynote address by Mr. Valere Nzeyimana, Senior Land and Water Officer
from FAO Regional office for Africa, on the rehabilitation of degraded soils in Sao Tome and
Principe. Mr. Nzeyimana presented the results of a project addressing the issue of soil erosion in
Sao Tome and Principe and the challenges to restoring them. He highlighted that the investment
on restoring degraded soils is relatively low if compared with the benefits after the intervention.
The issue of soil erosion is the main soil degradation type in Sao Tome and Principe; this is
complemented by the lack of knowledge, technologies and resources, both in terms of financial
resources and skills, and the lack of strategy at farmer level and the country per se. The
government of Sao Tome and Principe requested technical support from FAO, which financed a
project. The project involved capacity development following the Soil Doctors approach where
farmers were trained in the adoption of sustainable soil management practices including
terracing, composting, and water retention. This intervention has not only increased yields, but
also rehabilitated degraded soils and helped the local communities immensely. While this project
was a success, the need for scaling it up was the main request by the government and especially
other farmers in surrounding communities.
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Mr. Eduardo Mansur, Director of the Land and Water Division at FAO, completed the opening
session by emphasizing FAO’s continued commitment and support to the GSP. He highlighted the
success of the recent Global Symposium on Soil Pollution and looked forward to the key decisions
to be made during this session of the GSP PA, including those relating to the proposed
International Code of Conduct for the Use and Management of Fertilizers, the Global Soil
Information System and the appointment of new ITPS members.
After the opening interventions, it was highlighted the high importance given to soils during
Argentina’s Chairmanship of the G20, including FAO´s involvement in the debates. Following this
example, a call was made for increased focus on international collaboration to achieve the goals
of the GSP and increase the importance of soils and their sustainable management.
On the second day, Mr. Humberto Delgado‐Rosa from the European Commission provided
remarks to the GSP PA highlighting the progress made in positioning soils in the global agenda,
and the need to move forward with concrete actions towards sustainable soil management. He
especially made a call to all parties to provide the necessary long‐term support, especially in
financial terms, to the GSP. The European Commission will continue to support this important
initiative as possible, both financially as well with in kind contributions from various concerned
European Commission services.
Item 1: Adoption of the Agenda (document GSPPA:VI/2018/1)
The document containing the provisional agenda and timetable was amended as per request of
the delegation of Thailand to include under item 7 the proposed World Soil Day Award and
subsequently adopted.
Item 2: Work of the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS) (document
GSPPA:VI/2018/2)
2.1 Report by the chairperson on main activities and outcomes of the work programme 2017‐
2018
The PA welcomed the overview contained in the document as well as the oral presentation by
the outgoing ITPS Chairperson, Mr. Luca Montanarella, who outlined substantive achievements
by the Panel, as well as ongoing and planned activities that involved significant collaboration with
other intergovernmental bodies.
The PA expressed appreciation for the range of activities undertaken by the ITPS during the last
twelve‐month period and complimented the chair and ITPS members who completed their term
in June 2018.
The PA recommended that efforts should be made to maintain the outstanding performance by
the new members of the ITPS.
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2.2 ITPS work programme 2018‐2019
The PA endorsed the work plan for 2018‐2019 and invited donors and partners to support the
extensive work of the Panel by providing financial and in‐kind resources.
The PA recommended that enough time is given to partners for any interactive process with the
ITPS and the Secretariat, especially when expecting feedback or inputs from partners.
Among the major activities, the PA highlighted the study (by 2020) on the economic benefits of
sustainable soil management (SSM) for farmers and other land users, including the identification
of best practices that prevent soil degradation. Regarding the concept note submitted by the
Panel, some delegations asked for the deletion of footnote number 2 contained in the document.
Subsequently, the PA endorsed the concept note including the suggestions made during the
discussions and urged for its immediate implementation given the importance of the topic. An
additional suggestion was made on to consider exploring the potential merging of this
assessment with that requested by the PA on the assessment at global level on the potential of
soil protection to increase resilience in the context of climate change (water retention, soil
organic matter, soil biodiversity, carbon storage, soil fertility, etc.) which could not be done
earlier due to a lack of resources.
The PA expressed its support to move forward with the preparation of the second Status of the
World’s Soil Resources report, noting the importance of having the Global Soil Information
System available to inform the assessment with updated information. It was further suggested
that the inclusion of soil biodiversity data in this assessment should be explored.
Furthermore, it was recommended that the ITPS could start working on the important topic of
soil restoration as this is very much needed when addressing soil degradation.
2.3 Interface with other pertinent bodies and initiatives
The PA was pleased to note the fruitful collaboration between the ITPS and other UN Panels and
the facilitating role of the Secretariat in this regard; and encouraged further strengthening of
links. This applied in particular to cooperation with the Science‐Policy Interface (SPI) of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the 4pour1000 initiative.
2.3.1 Report of the Global Symposium on Soil Pollution
The PA appreciated the positive outcomes of the Global Symposium on Soil Pollution and
supported the preparation of a Global Assessment of Soil Pollution to be led by the ITPS in
collaboration with other UN panels and organizations. The PA recommended the need to involve
member countries in this global assessment following the successful approach of the GSOCmap.
The PA also expressed that soil pollution needs to be addressed now starting at the political level
and when doing so, the ITPS should explore not only the prevention and remediation, but also
the adaptation to soil pollution.
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2.3.2 Implementation of the GSOC17 Outcome document
The PA took note that the ITPS and the Secretariat had been quite active in following up on the
recommendations of the GSOC17 outcome document. It endorsed in particular the substantial
work planned for implementing the GSOC17 recommendations.
2.3.3 Proposals for further global symposiums in 2019 and 2020
The PA agreed with the proposals to organize further Global Symposiums on the topics of:
“Sustainable soil management for nutrition‐sensitive agriculture (soil fertility)” and “Soil
Biodiversity” (in collaboration with the International Convention on Biodiversity). Moreover, the
PA widely acknowledged and stressed the importance of the issue of soil erosion in many of the
member countries. Therefore, it was agreed to organize the symposium on “Soil Erosion” in 2019,
on “Soil Biodiversity” in 2020 and on “Sustainable soil management for nutrition‐sensitive
agriculture (soil fertility)” in 2021. The PA recommended that strong efforts be made to allow
participants from developing countries to attend these symposiums and encouraged resource
partners to fund the organization of these important events.
The PA appreciated the involvement of other UN organizations and panels in the preparation of
these symposiums and recommended the invitation and involvement of other bodies and
stakeholder institutions if suitable.
2.4 Appointment of new members of the ITPS
The PA noted that in response to the call for nominations sent out to GSP partners on 28 February
2018 a total of 79 nominations were received by the Secretariat. After a rigorous assessment
against the established criteria, a list of experts complying with the criteria was communicated
to FAO member through the Regional Groups for final selection of experts in the respective
regions. Regions were requested to bear in mind that ‐ apart from suitable qualifications ‐ the
ITPS should reflect proper regional coverage, gender balance and continuity.
The final lists of experts for all the regions were provided to the Secretariat in order for the
Assembly to proceed with the formal appointment. Accordingly, the PA endorsed the new ITPS
membership, as reproduced in Annex II, to serve for a three‐year period (from June 2018 to June
2021).
The PA recommended that for the next call, official communication is sent through all the
available channels, as usually done, ensuring in particular the communication with member
countries through the Permanent Representations to FAO. Furthermore, the PA recommended
to take note of the need to ensure continuity from one panel to the next and to make efforts to
disseminate the agreed criteria for the selection of experts.
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Item 3: Progress under the GSP Pillars including the development/execution of implementation
plans (document GSPPA:VI/2018/3 and four Addenda)
The PA acknowledged the extensive work done so far in executing global and regional
implementation plans in relation to the five GSP Pillars. It called on all partners to join forces in
the full execution of these plans, including those partners prepared to invest in this process
through financial contributions. It also urged partners to involve their national experts and
institutions into the respective Pillar working groups, and to allocate resources for travel and
implementation, particularly in relation to the International Network of Soil Information
Institutions (INSII), the Global Soil Information System (GLOSIS) (Pillar 4), the Global Soil
Laboratory Network (GLOSOLAN) (Pillar 5) and the International Network of Black Soils (INBS)
(Pillar 1), as well as working groups under the Regional Soil Partnerships.
The PA expected the GSP Secretariat to continue facilitating the overall implementation under
all Pillars, and to ensure effective exchange among the Regional Soil Partnerships.
It was recommended that the GSP build links to the three areas of soil work identified by the G20
members: (a) harmonized sampling, analysis and accessibility of soil related data, (b) soil organic
carbon management and (c) microbial soil biodiversity).
3.1 Pillar 1: Presentation of the Implementation Plan
The PA endorsed the global implementation plan (GIP) for Pillar 1, highlighting the importance of
sustainable soil management to ensure food security. The PA noted that in the context of their
active involvement in supporting implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on Sustainable Soil
Management (VGSSM), the ITPS and the Secretariat had identified the need for developing a
protocol to assess if a given soil management practice is in line with the definition of sustainable
soil management as given by the ITPS in 2015. The PA welcomed the text of this protocol and
recommended its refinement after a testing period in coordination of Pillars 1 and 5 to develop
relevant indicators.
3.1.1 Report of the survey on the implementation of the Revised World Soil Charter
The PA noted with interest the results of the survey on the implementation of the revised World
Soil Charter, as carried out by the Secretariat.
3.1.2 Report on the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil
Management (VGSSM)
3.1.2.1 Code of Conduct for the Use and Management of Fertilizers (CoCoFe)
The PA welcomed the preparation of the CoCoFe as a bold response to the recommendation from
the Committee on Agriculture (COAG) at its 25th session that asked FAO to “intensify its food
safety work and technical support to smallholders at local level concerning the safe use of
fertilizers and pesticides”. The initiative was also fully consistent with the findings in the Status
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of the World’s Soil Resources (SWSR) in relation to nutrient imbalance and soil pollution and
especially addressing the implementation of the VGSSM.
The PA took note of the preparation process for the draft Code, in particular the steps taken to
ensure wide participation of stakeholders in the formulation of successive drafts, culminating in
a review by an open‐ended working group (OEWG) of experts in fertilizer management and
related policy formulation during a meeting held on 7‐9 May 2018.
After extensive discussions by the GSP members, the CoCoFe was welcomed as a timely initiative.
The PA agreed to transmit the current draft of the CoCoFe to the 26th Committee on Agriculture
(COAG) for review and possible endorsement in October 2018. However, and given the
importance of this code, some members recommended further consultation to provide an
opportunity to multiple stakeholders to be part of the process. Therefore, it was agreed that a
second consultation process is opened for a month and a summary of all the feedback obtained
during the consultation is submitted to the 26th COAG, in addition to the current draft.
3.1.3 Report on the International Network of Black Soils
The PA invited members from countries with black soils (who had not yet done so) to join the
International Network of Black Soils (INBS) and to play an active role in the planned global
assessment of black soils. Many members expressed their interest in joining this network, though
the need for a clear definition of black soils was noted. The Secretariat informed that the
finalization of the definition of black soils will be the first task of the network, which is expected
to meet during the International Symposium of Black Soils to take place in Harbin, China on 10‐
12 September 2018. Some members also expressed the need to focus not only in black soils, but
other soils such as acid or saline soils.
3.2 Pillar 2: Execution of the Implementation Plan
The PA acknowledged the various activities reported in the document, including the emphasis
placed on the implementation of the Soils Doctors Global Programme.
3.3 Pillar 3: Presentation of the Implementation Plan
The PA endorsed the Global Implementation Plan (GIP) for Pillar 3, welcoming in particular the
attention given to facilitating wide and easy access to soil research and development information
through a global internet platform as a knowledge hub for different users.
3.4 Pillar 4: Execution of the Implementation Plan
The PA appreciated the clear presentation made by the INSII chair about the problems
encountered and remaining challenges within GLOSIS and the functioning of the various
supportive arrangements.
The PA recalled the imperious need for all those concerned to ensure the further development
of GLOSIS, and to find ways to strengthen supportive mechanisms (INSII, Pillar 4 working group
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and the GSP Secretariat). It also stressed the adherence to the GSP Data Policy when sharing data
under GLOSIS.
The PA welcomed the efforts made by the ITPS, the GSP Secretariat and all GSP members in the
preparation of the Global Soil Organic Carbon Map (GSOCMap) and asked all partners to further
engage with version 2 and other related updates. It requested the Secretariat to continue to
assist with developing capacities at national level on soil organic carbon mapping, monitoring and
reporting. Members also suggested that it will be beneficial if, as part of the follow‐up activities
of the GSOCmap, efforts are made to interpret the SOC values so that users could make better
use of the product. Furthermore, suggestions were made in relation to obtaining feedback from
users about the map and paying particular attention to improving the uncertainty methods of
this and other mapping products.
Taking note of the successful experience with the preparation of the GSOCmap, members
suggested the need to prepare global maps of soil salinity, soil erosion and the potential of soil
organic carbon sequestration.
3.5 Pillar 5: Execution of the Implementation Plan
“The PA widely welcomed the establishment of GLOSOLAN and the work implemented in a short
period. Many members expressed their willingness to join the network and requested support to
strengthen national soil laboratories. The PA endorsed the proposal for writing a planning
document for proficiency tests under GLOSOLAN and expressed the need for facilitating the
exchange of soil samples for research and technical exchange purposes and asked the Secretariat
to submit a proposal in this regard. The concept note for the writing of a “Best practice manual”
was also endorsed but remarks were made about the need to prioritize proficiency tests. The
Secretariat made a note on the necessity to discuss the actual need for a best practice manual at
the second GLOSOLAN meeting. African countries requested the establishment of the African
Soil Laboratory Network following the successful experiences of Asia and Latin America.”
Item 4: Report on Regional Soil Partnerships (document GSPPA:VI/2018/4)
The PA appreciated the oral reports made by representatives of the Regional Soil Partnerships
(RSPs) on the current status in their respective geographical areas in the following order: Africa;
Asia; South America; Near East and North Africa; Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean;
Europe; the associated Eurasian Sub‐Regional Soil Partnership; North America; and the Pacific.
In this light, the PA was pleased to note that the network of RSPs has been consolidated further
and that several RSPs already had viable Regional Implementation Plans (RIPs) and had initiated
implementation of concrete actions to promote sustainable soil management and reverse soil
degradation.
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The PA invited all partners to actively participate in, and support the RSPs, including by
empowering these RSPs to fully execute the respective RIPs. It stressed the need for interested
resource partners to support the RSPs, and especially the RIPs.
Similarly, member countries from the different RSPs were urged to continue to align their
programmes to the substantive thrusts of the RIPs, in order to advance sustainable soil
management within the region in a consistent manner.
During the report by the Asian Soil Partnership, Thailand presented the report of the recent 4th
Asian Soil Partnership workshop in which members endorsed the establishment of the Center of
Excellence for Soil Research in Asia (CESRA). CESRA will be established in Thailand under the
auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives of Thailand. The Assembly did not
present any opposition to this initiative.
The PA noted that there are large differences between regions and countries in terms of current
levels of implementation of GSP activities and called for the promotion of increased horizontal
collaboration between the different RSPs. This may include organizing meetings of RSP chairs
back‐to‐back with other meetings.
Item 5: Report on the financial status of GSP, including the Healthy Soils Facility (document
GSPPA:VI/2018/5)
The PA noted the efforts made to mobilize additional resources for implementing a number of
actions in support of GSP goals and commended those resource partners who have contributed
so far to the Healthy Soils Facility.
The PA endorsed the new Healthy Soils Multi‐Partner Platform, which included the GSP work plan
for 2018‐2019 and would serve as an improved tool for mobilizing resources and for reporting
activities starting in 2019. The PA welcomed the improved presentation of key information in the
document, including breakdowns of both received and budgeted resources per year.
The PA renewed its call to all partners, and especially those resource partners that did not
contribute to date, to support the implementation of the Global and Regional Implementation
Plans by contributing substantial funds, including through the new Healthy Soils Multi‐Partner
Platform, and providing in kind contributions to specific activities in substantially higher volumes.
A recommendation was made that, should new resources not be mobilized, a prioritization
exercise be implemented.
Item 6: Report on the Glinka World Soil Prize (document GSPPA:VI/2018/6)
The PA took note of the successful organization of the Glinka World Soil Prize in 2017 and the
programme foreseen for the 2018 award ceremony. It also endorsed the Prize 2018 action plan
which was presented orally by the Secretariat.
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The PA invited partners to disseminate as widely as possible the call for nominations so that the
process is more inclusive and ensures submissions from the different regions of the world. It
urged resource partners to financially contribute to the implementation of this valuable initiative
beyond 2018, as it is currently sponsored by the Russian Federation for a limited period.
Item 7: Implementation of the World Soil Day and its celebration in 2018 (GSPPA:VI/2018/7)
The PA took note of the successful WSD celebration on 5th December 2017 and the programme
foreseen for WSD 2018. As the topic of the 2019 symposium was changed to soil erosion, there
was no theme to be proposed and endorsed for WSD 2019. The chair called on all member
countries to send their proposals to the GSP Secretariat for the WSD 2019 slogan. After receiving
suggestions, the proposed WSD theme for 2019 is “Stop soil erosion, save our future”.
The PA renewed its call to member countries, other partners and new stakeholders to organize
WSD celebrations using the 2018 and 2019 themes. It also invited resource partners to contribute
to the implementation of the sustained communication plan developed by the Secretariat.
World Soil Day Award
The delegation of Thailand presented a proposal to establish a World Soil Day Award to prize the
best World Soil Day (5th December) celebration every year starting in 2018. The award will consist
of 15,000 USD to be given in a ceremony to be organized in Thailand by the Thai Royal Family.
After the presentation of this proposal, the PA took note of the generosity of Thailand and fully
endorsed the establishment of this prize starting on WSD 2018 and requested the Secretariat to
facilitate its establishment and implementation.
Item 8: Election of the Chairperson and Vice‐Chairperson, and appointment of the Rapporteur for
the next period
In line with agreed arrangements, Mr. Mike Grundy from the South West Pacific region and Ms
Floria Bertsch from the GRULAC region were nominated as Chairperson and Vice‐Chairperson
respectively, both to serve from the end of the present meeting until the next session. In addition,
Mr Thanawat Tiensin from the Kingdom of Thailand was subsequently nominated to act as
Rapporteur for the next session in 2019.
Item 9: Date and venue of the next Plenary session
The PA endorsed the proposed dates of 5‐7 June 2019 for the next plenary session to be held at
FAO headquarters in Rome.
Item 10: Any other matters
No topics were included under this item.
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Side Event: Afrisoils
A Side event: “Afrisoils: boosting soil productivity for a food secure Africa” was held on
Wednesday 13 June. The PA appreciated this new initiative under the aegis of the GSP and looked
forward to its fast implementation in the light of the extensive requirements of the continent.
The Near East North African Soil Partnership workshop was organized on Wednesday 13 June.
The members of the NENA RSP discussed the activities implemented during the last three years,
and a new work plan for the 2018‐2019 period was agreed upon.
The African Soil Partnership workshop was organized on Wednesday 13 June. The members of
this regional partnership discussed the activities implemented during the last three years, and a
new work plan for the 2018‐2019 period was agreed upon. The main focus was the finalization
and implementation of the AfriSoils programme.
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Ms. Generose Nziguheba (Burundi)
Ms. Lydia Mumbi Chabala (Zambia)
Mr. Matshwene E. Moshia III (South Africa)
Mr. Nsalambi Vakanda Nkongolo (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Asia






Mr. Ashok K Patra (India)
Mr. Chencho Norbu (Bhutan)
Mr. JIN Ke (China)
Mr. Jun Murase (Japan)
Mr. Mohammad Jamal Khan (Pakistan)

Europe






Ms. Costanza Calzolari (Italy)
Ms. Ellen Ruth Graber (Israel)
Ms. Maria Konyushkova (Russian Federation)
Mr. Peter de Ruiter (The Netherlands)
Ms. Rosa Poch (Spain)

Latin America and the Caribbean






Mr. Adalberto Benavides Mendoza (México)
Mr. Fernando García Préchac (Uruguay)
Ms. Lúcia Helena Cunha dos Anjos (Brazil)
Ms. Martha Marina Bolaños Benavides (Colombia)
Mr. Samuel Francke Campaña (Chile)

Near East
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Mr. Kutaiba M. Hassan (Iraq)
Ms. Rafla Sahli Epse Attia (Tunisia)
Mr. Sa'eb AbdelHaleem Khresat (Jordan)

North America



Mr. David Allen Lobb (Canada)
Mr. Gary Pierzynski (United States of America)

South West Pacific



Ms. Megan Balks (New Zealand)
Mr. Siosiua Halavatau (Tonga)

