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Permaculture is a holistic approach to agriculture that provides for human needs—high-quality food, fiber, 
fuel, medicine and building materials—while enhancing the ecosystems and communities from which these 
derive; it offers a set of ethics and principles and a means of integrating social and ecological processes 
in a way that is grounded in the local context. The chief tenets are: Care of the Earth; Care of People; and 
Fair Share of the Surplus. This ethos guides the Laboratorio di Permacultura Urbana as it strives to to be 
a leading facility in the south of Italy that catalyzes change through leading by example.

the model

Our model is a hands-on experience 
on how to design urban ecosystem 
projects, in order to:

 » Build climate resilience while 
achieving food, water, and 
energy security;

 » Enhance ecosystem services 
that support agro-ecosystem 
resilience, namely functional 
biodiversity; 

 » Engage and inspire trainees 
to adapt the methodologies 
and techniques to their local 
contexts, several of them 
experimented and developed at 
the “Laboratorio”;

 » Help citizens be versed in the 
skills that leverage ecological 
functionality in rural landscapes 
and and urban settings.

laboratorio di Permacultura urbana (lPu) - member of the world Permaculture Association (wPA)
www.world-permaculture.org/laboratories.html  |  info@world-permaculture.org

some key information

 » 70 students trained (10 groups);

 » 2 interns (30 years old) 
in collaboration with the 
“University G. Marconi” (Rome) 
and the training company 
“Keplero Servizi” (Bologna);

 » social activities with people with 
mental illness in collaboration 
with a network of organizations 
lead by “Associazione Don 
Pellicanò”, funded by Fondazione 
con il Sud;

 » partnering with 15 local not-
for-profit organizations and with 
local authorities (Provincia di 
Catanzaro);

 » students from Italy, the USA, The 
Netherlands, Germany, Portugal, 
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the education center

The “Laboratorio” is an educational 
center based in Catanzaro (south-
Italy), a part of the Permaculture 
Laboratory Network (PLN), a 
network for hands on training and 
member of the World Permaculture 
Association. The “Laboratorio” 
showcases biodynamic urban 
vegetable gardens, fruit trees, 
berry bushes, hedges of ornamental 
plants and medicinal plants. 
We use different methods to 
convert domestic food waste and 
agricultural waste into compost. 
The supply of electricity is via 
a 6-kW photovoltaic system. We 
also designed innovative solutions 
(rocket stove heaters, warm 
compost, collection of rainwater) 
for energy and water management.

Denmark, Egypt, Greece, India, 
South Africa, Bangladesh, and 
Peru;

 » 30 students from the Agricultural 
School, “Istituto Tecnico 
Agrario Vittorio Emanuele II di 
Catanzaro”; and

 » visits by farmers, scientists 
and experts in botany, ecology, 
agriculture, permaculture.




