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Fishery Background

The fishery spans along the 
west coast, including 
California, Washington, and 
Oregon. There are 90 plus 
species being caught in the 
fishery, including pacific 
cod, pacific whiting (hake), 
rockfish, and sole. 

The Shorebased IFQ 
Program allocated quota to 
permit owners for 30 
different groundfish species 
and rockfish complexes, 
and individual quota for 
Pacific halibut, based on 
catch history 





Management of the Fishery

The fishery is managed by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) oversees the 

management of the fishery. 

The Groundfish Management Team (GMT) provides objective 

scientific information to the Council,

There is also a Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP). The general 

purpose of the GAP is to advise the Council on management 

decisions. Input from all the groups are considered, but the 

Council makes the final management decisions.  



Adaptive Management Program 
(AMP)

 The Makah, Quileute, Hoh, 

and Quinault Tribes off the 

Washington coast 

participate in tribal 

commercial, ceremonial 

and subsistence fisheries 

for groundfish according to 

their treaty rights

 Management of tribal 

fisheries is conducted by 

the individual tribes.

• IFQ program for the 

shore based trawl fleet 

• Cooperative programs 

for the at-sea 

mothership and 

catcher/processor trawl 

fleets 

• 10% of the quota was 

reserved at the start of 

the AMP



Economic Contribution and Social 
Implications

To restrict consolidation in 

the shoreside catch share 

program and mothership 

co-ops, the Council limited 

the percentage of quota 

share (the long-term 

harvest privilege) that 

entities in those sectors 

may control. 



Economic Contribution and Social 
Implications



Social Equality

• The catch share 

program created a new 

type of fishery 

participant: a quota 

share owner. Quota 

share owners have the 

option to lease their 

annual quota pound 

allocations to other 

participants 



Achieving Sustainability

• Primary intention listed 

in AMP was to reduce 

bycatch and discard 

mortality for all species

• Discards of six of the 

seven overfished 

rockfish species 

dropped at least 90% 

after implementation

• Seafood certification 

and labeling programs 



Main Challenges and Way Forward

 What to do with the ten 

percent reserved quota: 

 Barriers to new entrants 

 Community Stability 

 Processor Stability 

 Conservation 

 Any other unintended 

consequences 

• Spatial conflict 

between catch share 

harvesters (catch share 

gear switching vessels 

targeting sablefish using 

fixed gear fishing south 

of the 36˚ N. latitude 

line) and vessels fishing 

in the open access and 

daily trip limit sablefish 

fisheries 


