
Welcome 

Welcome to the sixth issue of ART Flash News,  
a quarterly newsletter to keep you updated  
on the ART project. Check out the previous issue at:  
http://www.fao.org/3/I9738EN/i9738en.pdf
In this issue you will find: 
 Results from the field
 Case study on sustainability and innovation in

the potato value chain - Using waste cooking oil to
produce energy

 Call for stories from our stakeholders 
 Spotlight on Felicitas Atanga
 Upcoming events

Enjoy your reading! 
ART Team

Results from the field
1. Strengthening access to inclusive financial
instruments for cassava farmers in Ghana 

To date, the ART project has provided technical 
assistance to over 70 financial institutions on risk 
assessments, innovative financial products and 
services design, and investment strategies to provide 
customized financial services to farmers, cooperative, 
processors and small and medium enterprises (SMEs).  
A national training event on Agricultural Value 
Chain Finance for cassava value chain actors as well 

as financial institutions took place in Ghana in May 
this year. The training was combined with a series of 
business-to-business meetings between value chain 
actors and financial institutions.
In Ghana five financial institutions have been linked with 
potential customers – producers, processors, traders 
and buyers – who had already defined contractual 
agreements, among them for the trade of cassava chips.
In the Gomoa East District, 20 individual farmers accessed 
loans of Ghanaian cedi (Ghc) 20,000 (USD 4,000) each from 
Opportunity International Savings and Loans to invest 
in processing equipment. In addition, 26 individual 
farmers received working capital loans ranging from 
Ghc 1000 (USD 200) to Ghc 4000 (USD 800) from the 
Microfin Rural Bank through the project’s support. 

Small farmer processing cassava in West Africa.
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2. The 1st edition of the cassava symposium 
in Côte d’Ivoire

The project, in collaboration with the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (CCI) of Côte d’Ivoire, 
organized the 1st edition of the symposium on “Cassava 
Value Chain: From Production to Marketing”, held on  
6 and 7 September 2018 in Aboisso. 
The high-level participants included Mr. Kouassi 
Parfait, first Vice-President of the CCI, Mr. Soumaila 
Bedroumi on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development of Côte d’Ivoire, Mr. Stephan Cocco, 
from the European Union (EU) delegation, and local and 
administrative dignitaries.  Following the successful 
approach of the business-to-business meetings that 
the project had organized in other countries, the event 
linked producers, processors and entrepreneurs with 
national buyers of agricultural products – in particular 
cassava – to strengthen the role of small actors, as well 
as to increase agricultural production (processing, 
conservation and marketing). 
Cassava plays an important role in the country’s food 
security, with an estimated production of 4.54 million 
tons in 2016, and a consumption of 100-110 kg/year 
per inhabitant living in urban areas. At the same time, 
it faces problems related to production, processing, 
marketing, stakeholder organization, and financing. 
According to the CCI, buyers and traders will strengthen 
and diversify their supply in order to guarantee the 
consistency of their business.

“This meeting is a real platform for exchanges between 
the actors involved in cassava and its derivatives, buyers 
and technical and financial partners, in order to provide 
solutions to the big challenges of the sector, and to share 

perspectives in terms of experience, financing and market 
opportunities,” said Vice-President Parfait. As with other 
countries where the same approach was used, training 
sessions on Agricultural Value Chain Finance were 
organized for some of the participants of the Symposium. 
In general, in Côte d’Ivoire, thanks to the support of the 
project, a total of 7.2 million West African CFA franc 
(CFA) (USD 12,000) in loans has been disbursed to four 
farmer’s groups by local financial institutions, in the 
form of both working capital and investment capital to 
purchase equipment.
The event was promoted throughout the country 
on national television, radio, journals and websites.  
(See the news here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RmbvDaZZ6Y0.)

3. Reducing farmer’s vulnerability to climate 
change with the World Food Programme in 
Malawi

Maize, the main staple food consumed in Malawi, is 
highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change.  
Normally, when this crop fails, more cassava is consumed 
by rural households, leaving fewer surpluses for urban 
markets and processing industries. Although cassava 
is considered to be climate-resilient, recent droughts, 
erratic rainfall patterns and floods in Malawi are also 
affecting yields of this crop.
The project studied the scale of this climate-induced 
impact on the sector and assessed the gaps in the 
provision of climate information and risk management 
strategies. The main issues identified were the weak 
provision of weather information to farmers and the lack 
of cassava-related risk insurance schemes for farmers. 
To address these issues, a collaboration between 
the World Food Programme (WFP), the National 
Department of Climate Change and Meteorological 
Services (DCCMS) and the project has been established 
to create a sustainable weather and climate information 
system for cassava producers covering not only the 
project areas but the entire country.
The partnership started with a national training on 
Climate Risk Management and Financing in the first 
quarter of the year. In addition, a number of local 
trainings for 72 agricultural extension staff are taking 
place in the project districts. 

The project event announced on national television, Côte d’Ivoire.                 
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The methodology used for this FAO-WFP activity 
is “Participatory Integrated Climate Services for 
Agriculture” (PICSA), developed by the University 
of Reading and CGIAR to analyse historical climate 
information and to use participatory tools to develop 
and choose crop, livestock and livelihood options 
best suited to individual farmers’ circumstances. 
(See more on PICSA here: https://cgspace.cgiar.
org/bitstream/handle/10568/68687/PICSA%20
Field%20guide.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y.) 

The national radio Farm Radio Trust (FRT) is part of 
the PICSA programme in Malawi that shares weather 
outlook information to the farmers though a number of 
channels. FRT also also a call centre where farmers can 
call to obtain a variety of agro-advisories. At the moment, 
FRT working with 286 radio listening groups across the 
country and has a target to reach or exceed 620 groups. 
During the last FAO-WFP extension training event, FRT 
announced its capacity to establish a platform that can 
send up to 100,000 messages to farmers. To achieve this, 
extension workers were asked promote the registration 
of a greater number of farmers in order for them to 
benefit from the free agro-advisories provided by FRT.

4. Stories from the field: The Cassava 
Cooperative “Coofemvib Bouaké” in Côte d’Ivoire

In Côte d’Ivoire, the project provided trainings to 
cassava cooperatives on financial/business skills, 
processing techniques and hygiene standards, and  

assisted in the coordination of the national cassava 
platform. It also supported the cooperatives with the 
provision of weighing scales for demo purposes. 
As result of these activities, the “Coofemvib Bouaké” 
cooperative, almost doubled its cassava production; 
signed formal contracts with an International (Burkina 
Faso) and National buyers; and promoted youth 
employment. 
Given the success, the cooperative is planning to 
increase its regional market penetration.

5. The project at the Fourth Scientific 
Conference of the Global Cassava Partnership 
(GCP21) in Benin

As anticipated in the previous issue (http://www.
fao.org/3/I9738EN/i9738en.pdf ), the project 
took part in the Fourth Scientific Conference of the 
Global Cassava Partnership (GCP21) in Benin to 
showcase the results of its work supported by EU and 
African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) 
Secretariat. 
During the GCP21, the document “Institutional 
Settings in the Cassava Sector: A comparative study of 
Malawi and Ghana”, developed under the project, was 
presented showing that despite the cassava sector 
in the two countries is characterized by different 
frameworks (Government-drive in Ghana and Private-
led in Malawi) they experience similar issues: lack of 
processing technology, storages, transportation, price 
and quality standards; high waste of fresh produce; 
poor market information. According to the analysis, the 
public sector needs to increasingly promote the cassava 
sector as a catalyst of food security in both countries. 
 
From the roots and tubers industry
Case study on sustainability and innovation 
in the potato value chain - Using waste 
cooking oil to produce energy in Rwanda

As part of the project’s activities to strengthen SMEs 
in value addition and better business practices, a 
study was carried out with the Climate and Bioenergy 
Division of FAO to assess the viability of using waste 
cooking oil from potato processing and other residues 
to produce energy. After analysing a number of 

From left to right: H. Madih, Officer WFP;  J. L. Nkhokwe, 
Directorof DCCMS;  M. Bavagnoli, consultant FAO,  

during the workshop in Malawi. 
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CONTACT
For more information visit:
www.fao.org/in-action/african-roots-and-tubers

Kindly send any contributions or requests
to Margherita Bavagnoli at:
margherita.bavagnoli@fao.org

This newsletter has been produced with the assistance of  
the European Union under the project ‘’Strengthening 
linkages between small-scale actors and buyers in the  
roots and tubers sector in Africa’’. The contents of this 
publication are the sole responsibility of FAO and can in no 
way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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different combinations of 
factory set-ups, systems 
and technologies ,  the 
results show that a limiting 
factor for the viability of 
recycling the waste cooking 
oil to produce energy is the 
current volumes collected. 
Additionally, for biodiesel 
production, the results 
suggest that the domestic 
production and consumption of biodiesel may be 
technically possible and economically feasible, but 
its success would primarily depend on developing 
a waste cooking oil collection system as well as 
supporting policies. Read the full document here: 
http://www.fao.org/3/i8883en/I8883EN.pdf

Call for stories from our stakeholders 
The GCP21 is giving the chance to cassava stakeholders 
to post a cassava story in their network. If you would 
like to share your story, please follow the instructions 
here: http://www.gcp21.org/storiestemplate.html.   

Spotlight on Felicitas Atanga 

Ms Felicitas  Atanga is  an 
agronomist and rural economist 
working for the FAO Partnership 
and Liaison Office in Cameroon 
as Programme Officer, as well as 
supporting the implementation of 
the ART project in the country. She 
coordinates the project activities
at country level, overseeing the work of the 
implementing partners that are building the capacities 
of beneficiaries in the cassava value chain in Cameroon. 
In addition, Felicitas supervises national consultants 
working with the project. She is also supporting the 
establishment of a national cassava platform managed 
by various civil society organizations in the country.

Upcoming events

 Regional Workshop on Competitiveness and
Access to Markets for Roots and Tubers Value
Chains, Uganda, January 2019.

Ms Felicitas Atanga.

EUROPEAN UNION
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