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First Report on Compliance of ITPGRFA
Online Reporting System on Compliance of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

Pursuant to Article 21 of the Treaty, the Governing Body approved, at its Fourth Session, the Compliance Procedures
that include, among others, provisions on monitoring and reporting: Resolution 2/2011.

According to the Compliance Procedures, each Contracting Party is to submit to the Compliance Committee, through
the Secretary, a report on the measures it has taken to implement its obligations under the Treaty. This Online
Reporting Systems facilitates the submission of such information in electronic format.

Should you need any additional information regarding the reporting on compliance or the use of the online system,
please visit the Treaty's Website or contact the Secretariat at PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org.

Additional Reporting Information

Name and contact of the reporting officer

> : Amanuel Mahdere Zerezghi, Director Genetic Resources Division, Tel 291-1-7180770, email
amanuelmazer@gmail.com

Institution(s) of affiliation
> Genebank
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Article 4: General Obligations

1. Are there any laws, regulations procedures or policies in place in your country that implement the

Treaty?

Please select only one option
Yes

O No

1A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
> » Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s Second National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

* The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017

2. Are there any other laws, regulations, procedures or policies in place in your country that apply to plant
genetic resources?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

2A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
> » Forest and Wildlife Conservation and Development Proclamation No 155/2006

* Plant quarantine proclamation 156/2006

* Eritrea and Convention on Biodiversity

* The National Environmental Management Plan for Eritrea (NEMP-E, 1995)

* Eritrean Water Law, Proclamation No. 162/2010

3. Is there any law, regulation, procedure or policy in place in your country that needs to be adjusted /
harmonized to ensure conformity with the obligations as provided in the Treaty?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

3A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such adjustments and any plans to make those
adjustments:

> » Eritrean Agricultural policy - revising the policy is underway and in case of genetic resources conservation
and use to make more soundable than it is

» Draft Seed proclamation -one among several considered is supporting exchange of seeds among farmers
and the amendment is on its final stage
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Article 5: Conservation, Exploration, Collection, Characterisation,
Evaluation and Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

4. Has an integrated approach to the exploration, conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) been promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

5. Have PGRFA been surveyed and inventoried in your country?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

5A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of your findings, specifying species, sub-species and /or
varieties, including those that are of potential use.

> » The Genebank of the National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI) is the only Ex situ conservation facility

in the country. The Genebank holdings is 6000 accessions of more than 100 plant species.

» The Genetic Resources Division of NARI has not involved in On farm, In situ and In vitro conservation so far.

5B. If your answer is 'no', please indicate:

Any difficulties encountered in surveying or inventorying PGRFA;
Any action plans to survey and inventory PGRFA;

The most important PGRFA that should be surveyed and inventoried
>

6. Has any threat to PGRFA in your country been identified?
Please select only one option

yes

O No

6A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

The species, subspecies and/or varieties subject to such threats;

The sources (causes) of these threats;

Any steps taken to minimise or eliminate these threats;

Any difficulties encountered in implementing such steps;

> » PGRFA has been threatened by recurrent drought and climate change. Varieties cultivate by farmers are
limited to drought tolerant and short season type in case of maize, sorghum, finger millet, pearl millet, barley,
Taff (Eragrostis tef), wheat and others. Cultivation areas cover by faba bean, field pea and others reduced
significantly due to lack of enough varieties which can cope moisture stress. Pests’ threat is becoming more
severe. Wild relatives of forage and native leafy vegetable crops are severely affected by drought.
Overgrazing is also another threat to wild relative of crops.

« Traditional varieties (landraces) are threatened by introduction of improved varieties mainly in case of wheat

7. Has the collection of PGRFA and relevant associated information on those plant genetic resources that

are under threat or are of potential use been promoted in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

7A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

> » The Genebank has been collecting plant genetic resources that are under threat and make available to
users in crop breeding

» Several improved varieties of wheat, barley, sorghum and pearl millet developed or adapted

8. Have farmers and local communities' efforts to manage and conserve PGRFA on-farm been promoted or

supported in your country?
Please select only one option
Yes
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[J No

8A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

> » In Eritrea crop cultivation areas are covered largely by landrace varieties and farmers depend on their own
seed. Agricultural extension agents and researchers provide advice and train farmers regarding the
importance of preserving their own varieties and other relevant topics. Supply of local and improved varieties
seed to farmers have been undertaken when it is required to do so.

9. Has in situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants for food production been promoted in your
country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

9A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether any measures have been taken to:
Promote in situ conservation in protected areas
Support the efforts of indigenous and local communities

9B. If such measures have been taken, please provide details of the measures taken:

> « Maintaining protected areas, enclosures and soil and water conservation / watershed management
activities promote In situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants

* Monastery and other religious places are where In situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants
promoted

* Supporting indigenous knowledge and customary laws of local communities in conservation of forest, plant
and wildlife have been carried out.

10. Are there any ex situ collections of PGRFA in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

10 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide information on the holder and content of such collections:
> » The Genetic Resources Division of the NARI in the Ministry of Agriculture is mandated to conserve plant,
forest and farm animal genetic resources. The Genebank of the division is maintaining 6000 accessions of

more 100 plant species.

11. Has the development of an efficient and sustainable system of ex situ conservation of PGRFA been
promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

11A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the measures taken to promote ex situ conservation, in
particular any measures to promote the development and transfer of technologies for this purpose:
> ¢ Activities and running cost of the national Genebank is financially supported by government

» The national genebank possesses efficient and sustainable system of ex situ conservation of orthodox seeds
and laboratories

* It depends on publication of FAO, Bioversity International and experience of Genebanks of CGIAR centers for
Genebank standards, germplasm characterization, preliminary evaluation, regeneration, germplasm collection
and documentation

12. Has the maintenance of the viability, degree of variation, and the genetic integrity of ex situ collections
of PGRFA been monitoring in your country?

Please select only one option

yes

O No

12A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the main conclusions of these monitoring activities
> » Monitoring viability of accessions has been carried out and the germplasm are not at risk

* More than 60% of accessions are morphologically characterized and genotyping conducted on 4% (sorghum

and cowpea accessions) of the total accessions

13. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation or documentation of PGRFA?

Please select only one option
Yes
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[J No

13A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the other Contracting Parties with whom the cooperation was
undertaken (where additional to cooperation through the Governing Body or Treaty mechanisms) and,
where possible, details of any relevant projects:

> » In 2004 pasture legume collection from Eritrea was carried out jointly with Western Australia Department
of Agriculture and Food. A new Material Transfer Agreement and Agreement of Cooperation signed between
the National Agricultural Research Institute of Eritrea and the Centre for Legumes in Mediterranean Agriculture
(CLIMA), University of Western Australia. These agreements were signed to allow for further collaboration and
germplasm exchange between the two countries.

* Eritrea is member of the Eastern Africa Plant Genetic Resources Network of the Association of Strengthening
Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA)

* Two house-made documentation and information systems, standalone (PGRIS) and web based (GRIS,
currently only accessed through intranet) are available in the institute. An effort was made to adopt and
introduce the Nordic Genebank documentation and information system, SESTO but the initiative was not
successful due to administrative access deny.
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Article 6: Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

14. Are there any policy and legal measures in place in your country that promote the sustainable use of
PGRFA

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

14A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such policy and legal measures include:

Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote the development and maintenance of diverse farming systems that
enhance the sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity and other natural resources;

Strengthening research that enhances and conserves biological diversity by maximizing intra- and inter-specific
variation for the benefit of farmers;

Promoting plant breeding efforts, with the participation of farmers, that strengthen the capacity to develop varieties
particularly adapted to social, economic and ecological conditions, including in marginal areas;

Broadening the genetic base of crops and increasing the range of genetic diversity available to farmers

Promoting the expanded use of local and locally adapted crops, varieties and underutilised species

Supporting the wider use of diversity of varieties and species in on-farm management, conservation and sustainable
use of crops and creating strong links to plant breeding and agricultural development

Reviewing and adjusting breeding strategies and regulations concerning variety release and seed distribution

14B. If such policy and legal measures are in place, please provide details of the measures taken and any
difficulties encountered in implementing them:

> * Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

» The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017
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Article 7: National Commitments and international Cooperation

15. Has the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation, documentation and
sustainable use of PGRFA been integrated into your country's agriculture and rural development
programmes and policies?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

15A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the integration of such activities into the agriculture
and rural development programmes and policies:

> » Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

* The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017

16. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O yes

No

16A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the aim of such cooperation is to:

[0 Strengthen the capability of developing countries and countries with economies in transition with respect to
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA

OO0 Enhance international activities to promote conservation, evaluation, documentation, genetic enhancement, plant
breeding, seed multiplication, and sharing, providing access to and exchanging PGRFA and appropriate information and
technology, in conformity with the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing under the Treaty

16B. If, in addition to cooperation through the Governing Body or other Treaty mechanisms, your country
has cooperated with other Contracting Parties directly or through FAO and other relevant international
organizations, please indicate such other Contracting Parties and, where possible, details of any relevant
projects:

>
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Article 8: Techical Assistance

17. Has your country promoted the provision of technical assistance to developing countries and countries

with economies in transition, with the objective of facilitating the implementation of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

17A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken
>

18. Has your country received technical assistance with the objective of facilitating the implementation of
the Treaty?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

18 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such technical assistance:
>
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Article 9: Farmers' Rights

19. Subject to national law, as appropriate, have any measures been taken to protect and promote

farmers' rights in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

19 A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

Recognition of the enormous contribution that local and indigenous communities and farmers of all regions of the
world have made and will continue to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources;

The protection of traditional knowledge relevant to PGRFA

The right to equitably participate in sharing benefit arising from the utilisation of PGRFA

The right to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA

Any rights that farmers have to save, use, exchange, and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material

19B. If such measures were taken, please provide details of the measures taken and any difficulties
encountered in implementing them:

>
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Article 11: Coverage of the Multilateral System

20. Has your country included in the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing (MLS) all PGRFA
listed in Annex 1 to the Treaty that are under the mangement and control of your Government and in the

public domain?

Please select only one option
O All

Partially

0 None

20A. If your answer is 'all', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:

>

20B. If your answer is 'partially’, please provide details of:

The extend to which Annex 1 PGRFA have been included in the MLS

The crops that have been included in the MLS; and

The difficulties encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:

> » Most crops are included except species not cultivated in Eritrea such as Breadfruit, Coconut, Yams, rice,
cassava, some forage species and others

20C. If your answer is 'none’, please provide details of the difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:

>

21. Has your country taken measures to encourage natural and legal persons within your jurisdiction who

hold Annex 1 PGRFA to include those resources in the MLS?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

21A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of:

The natural or legal persons within your jurisdiction that included Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS;
The crops that have been included in the MLS by these persons; and

Any difficulties these persons encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:

>

21B. If your answer is 'no’, please provide details, in particular details of any difficulties encountered in
encouraging these persons to include Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:
> » No inventory is carried out on PGRFA and holders outside public domain
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Article 12: Facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture within the Multilateral System

22. Has your country taken measures to provide facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA, in accordance with

the conditions set out in Article 12.4 of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

22A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such measures:

> » Stakeholders workshops organized with domestication of the Treaty among its objectives recommended
establishment of national committee and identified the responsibility of institute to facilitate access to plant
genetic resources, and conservation

22B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA:

>

23. Has facilitated access been provided in your country to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the standard
material transfer agreement (SMTA)?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

23A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide the number of SMTAs entered into:
> ¢ In 2003 Barley accessions were provided to the Royal Veterinary and Agriculture University of Denmark.
Before some years the materials transferred to Nordic genebank

23B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the SMTA:

>

24. Has the SMTA been used voluntarily in your country to provide access to non-Annex 1 PGRFA?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

24A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the number of such SMTAs entered into:

>

25. Does the legal system of your country provide an opportunity for parties to material transfer

agreements (MTASs) to seek recourse in case of contractual disputes arising under such agreements?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

25A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:
>

26. Does the legal system of your country provide for the enforcement of arbitral decisions related to

disputes arising under the SMTA?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

26A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:
>

27. Have there been any emergency disaster situations in respect of which your country has provided
facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA for the purpose of contributing to the re-establishment of agricultural
systems?

Please select only one option
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[ Yes
No

27A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such emergency disaster situations and the Annex 1

PGRFA to which access was provided:
>
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Article 13: Benefit-sharing in the Multilateral System

28. Has your country made any information available regarding Annex | PGRFA?

O Yes
No

28A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of any information made available regarding Annex 1
PGRFA (e.g. catalogues and inventories, information on technologies, results of scientific and socio-

economic research, including characterisation, evaluation and utilisation):
>

29. Has your country provided or facilitated access to technologies for the conservation, characterisation,
evaluation and use of Annex | PGRFA?

If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided.

Please select only one option
O Yes

>

1 No

29A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether your country:

[0 Has established or participated in crop-based thematic groups on utilisation of PGRFA

O Is aware of any partnerships in your country in research and development and in commercial joint ventures relating
to the material received through the MLS, human resource development and effective access to research facilities.

29B. If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided:

>

30. Has your country provided for and/or benefitted from capacity building measures in respect of Annex 1
PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

30A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

O Establishing and/or strengthening programmes for scientific and technical education and training in conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA;

[0 Developing and strengthening facilities for conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA;

[0 Carrying out scientific research and developing capacity for such research.

30B. If your country provided for and/or benefitted from such measures, please provide details:

>
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Article 14: Global Plan of Action

31. Has your country promoted the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

Please note that this question differs from question 15 as it only concerns Annex | PGRFA and is more specific.
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

31A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the implementation of the plan was promoted through:
National actions
O International cooperation

31B. If the implementation of the plan was promoted, please provide details:

> » Strengthening human and infrastructural capacity of the national genebank financially supported by
government and external grant

* Conducting several exploration and collection of germplasm from areas previously not covered and
targeting plant species not included in the genebank collection

* Conducting germplasm morphological characterization/evaluation, multiplication and regeneration
financially supported by the government
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Article 15: Ex Situ Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture held by the International Agricultural Research
Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research and other International Institutions

32. Has facilitated access to Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to the International Agricultural
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (IARCs) or other

international institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

32A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions facilitated access was provided;
The number of SMTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
>

32B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with
the Governing Body of the Treaty

>

33. Has access to non-Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to IARCs or other international

institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

33A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions access was provided;
The number of MTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
>

33B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing access to non-
Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with the
Governing Body of the Treaty:

>
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Article 16: International Plant Genetic Resources Networks

34. Has your country undertaken any activities to encourage government, private, non- governmental,

research, breeding and other institutions to participate in the international plant genetic resources
networks?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

34A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such activities:
> ¢ Eritrea has been member of the Eastern Africa Plant Genetic Resources Network (EAPGREN)
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Article 18: Financial Resources

35. Has your country provided and/or received financial resources for the implementation of the Treaty
through bilateral, regional or multilateral channels?

Please select only one option
O Yes
No

35A. If your answer is 'yes', where possible, please provide details of such channels and the amount of the
financial resources involved:
>

36. Has your country provided financial resources for national activities for the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

36A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such national activities and the amount of the

financial resources involved:
> » The Government funds conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources
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About this reporting format

37. Have you encountered any difficulties in completing this reporting format?

Please select only one option
O Yes

>

“ No

37A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details on such difficulties:

>

37B. If you have suggestions for improvement of this reporting format, please share them:

>
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General remarks on the implementation of the ITPGRFA

38. You may use this box to share any advice you may have arising from your country’s experience with
implementation of the Treaty:

>

39. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of difficulties in implementation of the Treaty:

>

40. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of measures that could help to promote compliance:

>
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First Report on Compliance of ITPGRFA
Online Reporting System on Compliance of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

Pursuant to Article 21 of the Treaty, the Governing Body approved, at its Fourth Session, the Compliance Procedures
that include, among others, provisions on monitoring and reporting: Resolution 2/2011.

According to the Compliance Procedures, each Contracting Party is to submit to the Compliance Committee, through
the Secretary, a report on the measures it has taken to implement its obligations under the Treaty. This Online
Reporting Systems facilitates the submission of such information in electronic format.

Should you need any additional information regarding the reporting on compliance or the use of the online system,
please visit the Treaty's Website or contact the Secretariat at PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org.

Additional Reporting Information

Name and contact of the reporting officer

> : Amanuel Mahdere Zerezghi, Director Genetic Resources Division, Tel 291-1-7180770, email
amanuelmazer@gmail.com

Institution(s) of affiliation
> Genebank
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Article 4: General Obligations

1. Are there any laws, regulations procedures or policies in place in your country that implement the

Treaty?

Please select only one option
Yes

O No

1A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
> » Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s Second National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

* The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017

2. Are there any other laws, regulations, procedures or policies in place in your country that apply to plant
genetic resources?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

2A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
> » Forest and Wildlife Conservation and Development Proclamation No 155/2006

* Plant quarantine proclamation 156/2006

* Eritrea and Convention on Biodiversity

* The National Environmental Management Plan for Eritrea (NEMP-E, 1995)

* Eritrean Water Law, Proclamation No. 162/2010

3. Is there any law, regulation, procedure or policy in place in your country that needs to be adjusted /
harmonized to ensure conformity with the obligations as provided in the Treaty?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

3A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such adjustments and any plans to make those
adjustments:

> » Eritrean Agricultural policy - revising the policy is underway and in case of genetic resources conservation
and use to make more soundable than it is

» Draft Seed proclamation -one among several considered is supporting exchange of seeds among farmers
and the amendment is on its final stage
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Article 5: Conservation, Exploration, Collection, Characterisation,
Evaluation and Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

4. Has an integrated approach to the exploration, conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) been promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

5. Have PGRFA been surveyed and inventoried in your country?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

5A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of your findings, specifying species, sub-species and /or
varieties, including those that are of potential use.

> » The Genebank of the National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI) is the only Ex situ conservation facility

in the country. The Genebank holdings is 6000 accessions of more than 100 plant species.

» The Genetic Resources Division of NARI has not involved in On farm, In situ and In vitro conservation so far.

5B. If your answer is 'no', please indicate:

Any difficulties encountered in surveying or inventorying PGRFA;
Any action plans to survey and inventory PGRFA;

The most important PGRFA that should be surveyed and inventoried
>

6. Has any threat to PGRFA in your country been identified?
Please select only one option

yes

O No

6A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

The species, subspecies and/or varieties subject to such threats;

The sources (causes) of these threats;

Any steps taken to minimise or eliminate these threats;

Any difficulties encountered in implementing such steps;

> » PGRFA has been threatened by recurrent drought and climate change. Varieties cultivate by farmers are
limited to drought tolerant and short season type in case of maize, sorghum, finger millet, pearl millet, barley,
Taff (Eragrostis tef), wheat and others. Cultivation areas cover by faba bean, field pea and others reduced
significantly due to lack of enough varieties which can cope moisture stress. Pests’ threat is becoming more
severe. Wild relatives of forage and native leafy vegetable crops are severely affected by drought.
Overgrazing is also another threat to wild relative of crops.

« Traditional varieties (landraces) are threatened by introduction of improved varieties mainly in case of wheat

7. Has the collection of PGRFA and relevant associated information on those plant genetic resources that

are under threat or are of potential use been promoted in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

7A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

> » The Genebank has been collecting plant genetic resources that are under threat and make available to
users in crop breeding

» Several improved varieties of wheat, barley, sorghum and pearl millet developed or adapted

8. Have farmers and local communities' efforts to manage and conserve PGRFA on-farm been promoted or

supported in your country?
Please select only one option
Yes
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[J No

8A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

> » In Eritrea crop cultivation areas are covered largely by landrace varieties and farmers depend on their own
seed. Agricultural extension agents and researchers provide advice and train farmers regarding the
importance of preserving their own varieties and other relevant topics. Supply of local and improved varieties
seed to farmers have been undertaken when it is required to do so.

9. Has in situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants for food production been promoted in your
country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

9A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether any measures have been taken to:
Promote in situ conservation in protected areas
Support the efforts of indigenous and local communities

9B. If such measures have been taken, please provide details of the measures taken:

> « Maintaining protected areas, enclosures and soil and water conservation / watershed management
activities promote In situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants

* Monastery and other religious places are where In situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants
promoted

* Supporting indigenous knowledge and customary laws of local communities in conservation of forest, plant
and wildlife have been carried out.

10. Are there any ex situ collections of PGRFA in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

10 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide information on the holder and content of such collections:
> » The Genetic Resources Division of the NARI in the Ministry of Agriculture is mandated to conserve plant,
forest and farm animal genetic resources. The Genebank of the division is maintaining 6000 accessions of

more 100 plant species.

11. Has the development of an efficient and sustainable system of ex situ conservation of PGRFA been
promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

11A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the measures taken to promote ex situ conservation, in
particular any measures to promote the development and transfer of technologies for this purpose:
> ¢ Activities and running cost of the national Genebank is financially supported by government

» The national genebank possesses efficient and sustainable system of ex situ conservation of orthodox seeds
and laboratories

* It depends on publication of FAO, Bioversity International and experience of Genebanks of CGIAR centers for
Genebank standards, germplasm characterization, preliminary evaluation, regeneration, germplasm collection
and documentation

12. Has the maintenance of the viability, degree of variation, and the genetic integrity of ex situ collections
of PGRFA been monitoring in your country?

Please select only one option

yes

O No

12A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the main conclusions of these monitoring activities
> » Monitoring viability of accessions has been carried out and the germplasm are not at risk

* More than 60% of accessions are morphologically characterized and genotyping conducted on 4% (sorghum

and cowpea accessions) of the total accessions

13. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation or documentation of PGRFA?

Please select only one option
Yes
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[J No

13A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the other Contracting Parties with whom the cooperation was
undertaken (where additional to cooperation through the Governing Body or Treaty mechanisms) and,
where possible, details of any relevant projects:

> » In 2004 pasture legume collection from Eritrea was carried out jointly with Western Australia Department
of Agriculture and Food. A new Material Transfer Agreement and Agreement of Cooperation signed between
the National Agricultural Research Institute of Eritrea and the Centre for Legumes in Mediterranean Agriculture
(CLIMA), University of Western Australia. These agreements were signed to allow for further collaboration and
germplasm exchange between the two countries.

* Eritrea is member of the Eastern Africa Plant Genetic Resources Network of the Association of Strengthening
Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA)

* Two house-made documentation and information systems, standalone (PGRIS) and web based (GRIS,
currently only accessed through intranet) are available in the institute. An effort was made to adopt and
introduce the Nordic Genebank documentation and information system, SESTO but the initiative was not
successful due to administrative access deny.
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Article 6: Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

14. Are there any policy and legal measures in place in your country that promote the sustainable use of
PGRFA

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

14A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such policy and legal measures include:

Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote the development and maintenance of diverse farming systems that
enhance the sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity and other natural resources;

Strengthening research that enhances and conserves biological diversity by maximizing intra- and inter-specific
variation for the benefit of farmers;

Promoting plant breeding efforts, with the participation of farmers, that strengthen the capacity to develop varieties
particularly adapted to social, economic and ecological conditions, including in marginal areas;

Broadening the genetic base of crops and increasing the range of genetic diversity available to farmers

Promoting the expanded use of local and locally adapted crops, varieties and underutilised species

Supporting the wider use of diversity of varieties and species in on-farm management, conservation and sustainable
use of crops and creating strong links to plant breeding and agricultural development

Reviewing and adjusting breeding strategies and regulations concerning variety release and seed distribution

14B. If such policy and legal measures are in place, please provide details of the measures taken and any
difficulties encountered in implementing them:

> * Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

» The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017
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Article 7: National Commitments and international Cooperation

15. Has the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation, documentation and
sustainable use of PGRFA been integrated into your country's agriculture and rural development
programmes and policies?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

15A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the integration of such activities into the agriculture
and rural development programmes and policies:

> » Eritrean Agricultural policy

* Seed policy

* Draft Seed Proclamation

* Ministry of Agriculture Strategy and Action plans

* Eritrea’s National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 2014 - 2020

* The Eritrean Environmental Protection, Management and Rehabilitation Framework No 179/2017

16. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O yes

No

16A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the aim of such cooperation is to:

[0 Strengthen the capability of developing countries and countries with economies in transition with respect to
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA

OO0 Enhance international activities to promote conservation, evaluation, documentation, genetic enhancement, plant
breeding, seed multiplication, and sharing, providing access to and exchanging PGRFA and appropriate information and
technology, in conformity with the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing under the Treaty

16B. If, in addition to cooperation through the Governing Body or other Treaty mechanisms, your country
has cooperated with other Contracting Parties directly or through FAO and other relevant international
organizations, please indicate such other Contracting Parties and, where possible, details of any relevant
projects:

>
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Article 8: Techical Assistance

17. Has your country promoted the provision of technical assistance to developing countries and countries

with economies in transition, with the objective of facilitating the implementation of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

17A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken
>

18. Has your country received technical assistance with the objective of facilitating the implementation of
the Treaty?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

18 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such technical assistance:
>
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Article 9: Farmers' Rights

19. Subject to national law, as appropriate, have any measures been taken to protect and promote

farmers' rights in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

19 A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

Recognition of the enormous contribution that local and indigenous communities and farmers of all regions of the
world have made and will continue to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources;

The protection of traditional knowledge relevant to PGRFA

The right to equitably participate in sharing benefit arising from the utilisation of PGRFA

The right to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA

Any rights that farmers have to save, use, exchange, and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material

19B. If such measures were taken, please provide details of the measures taken and any difficulties
encountered in implementing them:

>
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Article 11: Coverage of the Multilateral System

20. Has your country included in the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing (MLS) all PGRFA
listed in Annex 1 to the Treaty that are under the mangement and control of your Government and in the

public domain?

Please select only one option
O All

Partially

0 None

20A. If your answer is 'all', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:

>

20B. If your answer is 'partially’, please provide details of:

The extend to which Annex 1 PGRFA have been included in the MLS

The crops that have been included in the MLS; and

The difficulties encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:

> » Most crops are included except species not cultivated in Eritrea such as Breadfruit, Coconut, Yams, rice,
cassava, some forage species and others

20C. If your answer is 'none’, please provide details of the difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:

>

21. Has your country taken measures to encourage natural and legal persons within your jurisdiction who

hold Annex 1 PGRFA to include those resources in the MLS?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

21A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of:

The natural or legal persons within your jurisdiction that included Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS;
The crops that have been included in the MLS by these persons; and

Any difficulties these persons encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:

>

21B. If your answer is 'no’, please provide details, in particular details of any difficulties encountered in
encouraging these persons to include Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:
> » No inventory is carried out on PGRFA and holders outside public domain
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Article 12: Facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture within the Multilateral System

22. Has your country taken measures to provide facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA, in accordance with

the conditions set out in Article 12.4 of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

22A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such measures:

> » Stakeholders workshops organized with domestication of the Treaty among its objectives recommended
establishment of national committee and identified the responsibility of institute to facilitate access to plant
genetic resources, and conservation

22B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA:

>

23. Has facilitated access been provided in your country to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the standard
material transfer agreement (SMTA)?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

23A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide the number of SMTAs entered into:
> ¢ In 2003 Barley accessions were provided to the Royal Veterinary and Agriculture University of Denmark.
Before some years the materials transferred to Nordic genebank

23B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the SMTA:

>

24. Has the SMTA been used voluntarily in your country to provide access to non-Annex 1 PGRFA?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

24A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the number of such SMTAs entered into:

>

25. Does the legal system of your country provide an opportunity for parties to material transfer

agreements (MTASs) to seek recourse in case of contractual disputes arising under such agreements?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

25A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:
>

26. Does the legal system of your country provide for the enforcement of arbitral decisions related to

disputes arising under the SMTA?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

26A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:
>

27. Have there been any emergency disaster situations in respect of which your country has provided
facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA for the purpose of contributing to the re-establishment of agricultural
systems?

Please select only one option
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[ Yes
No

27A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such emergency disaster situations and the Annex 1

PGRFA to which access was provided:
>
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Article 13: Benefit-sharing in the Multilateral System

28. Has your country made any information available regarding Annex | PGRFA?

O Yes
No

28A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of any information made available regarding Annex 1
PGRFA (e.g. catalogues and inventories, information on technologies, results of scientific and socio-

economic research, including characterisation, evaluation and utilisation):
>

29. Has your country provided or facilitated access to technologies for the conservation, characterisation,
evaluation and use of Annex | PGRFA?

If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided.

Please select only one option
O Yes

>

1 No

29A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether your country:

[0 Has established or participated in crop-based thematic groups on utilisation of PGRFA

O Is aware of any partnerships in your country in research and development and in commercial joint ventures relating
to the material received through the MLS, human resource development and effective access to research facilities.

29B. If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided:

>

30. Has your country provided for and/or benefitted from capacity building measures in respect of Annex 1
PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

30A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

O Establishing and/or strengthening programmes for scientific and technical education and training in conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA;

[0 Developing and strengthening facilities for conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA;

[0 Carrying out scientific research and developing capacity for such research.

30B. If your country provided for and/or benefitted from such measures, please provide details:

>
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Article 14: Global Plan of Action

31. Has your country promoted the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

Please note that this question differs from question 15 as it only concerns Annex | PGRFA and is more specific.
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

31A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the implementation of the plan was promoted through:
National actions
O International cooperation

31B. If the implementation of the plan was promoted, please provide details:

> » Strengthening human and infrastructural capacity of the national genebank financially supported by
government and external grant

* Conducting several exploration and collection of germplasm from areas previously not covered and
targeting plant species not included in the genebank collection

* Conducting germplasm morphological characterization/evaluation, multiplication and regeneration
financially supported by the government
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Article 15: Ex Situ Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture held by the International Agricultural Research
Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research and other International Institutions

32. Has facilitated access to Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to the International Agricultural
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (IARCs) or other

international institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

32A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions facilitated access was provided;
The number of SMTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
>

32B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with
the Governing Body of the Treaty

>

33. Has access to non-Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to IARCs or other international

institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

33A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions access was provided;
The number of MTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
>

33B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing access to non-
Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with the
Governing Body of the Treaty:

>
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Article 16: International Plant Genetic Resources Networks

34. Has your country undertaken any activities to encourage government, private, non- governmental,

research, breeding and other institutions to participate in the international plant genetic resources
networks?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

34A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such activities:
> ¢ Eritrea has been member of the Eastern Africa Plant Genetic Resources Network (EAPGREN)
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Article 18: Financial Resources

35. Has your country provided and/or received financial resources for the implementation of the Treaty
through bilateral, regional or multilateral channels?

Please select only one option
O Yes
No

35A. If your answer is 'yes', where possible, please provide details of such channels and the amount of the
financial resources involved:
>

36. Has your country provided financial resources for national activities for the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

36A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such national activities and the amount of the

financial resources involved:
> » The Government funds conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources
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About this reporting format

37. Have you encountered any difficulties in completing this reporting format?

Please select only one option
O Yes

>

“ No

37A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details on such difficulties:

>

37B. If you have suggestions for improvement of this reporting format, please share them:

>
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General remarks on the implementation of the ITPGRFA

38. You may use this box to share any advice you may have arising from your country’s experience with
implementation of the Treaty:

>

39. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of difficulties in implementation of the Treaty:

>

40. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of measures that could help to promote compliance:

>
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