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ABSTRACT
This document is the final report of the Thirty-fifth Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery
Commission (APFIC) convened in Cebu, the Philippines from 11 to 13 May 2018. The event was
hosted by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Department of Agriculture, the
Philippines. It was attended by 14 APFIC member countries, two non-APFIC FAO members and
ten partner organizations. The Commission reviewed the intersessional programme activities
of APFIC and endorsed the report of the meeting of the Seventy-sixth APFIC Executive
Committee. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the Seventh Regional
Consultative Forum Meeting in full and recommended that these should inform the future
biennial work plan of APFIC. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the
APFIC ‘Regional Consultation to Promote Responsible Production and Use of Feed and Feed
Ingredients for Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific’, convened from 7 to 9 March
2017 in Bangkok, Thailand as well as the recommended strategies stemming from the APFIC
‘Regional Consultation on Building Climate Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture in the AsiaPacific Region’, held from 14 to 16 November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. The Commission
welcomed FAO’s expanded ‘Regional Initiative on Blue Growth in Asia-Pacific’ and endorsed
the proposed programmatic framework and implementation plan for 2018 to 2019. Several
members that were not included as the initiative’s focus countries expressed interest to
participate in the implementation of the initiative from 2018 to 2019. The Commission
confirmed that illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing remains a major threat to
sustainable fisheries and welcomed the continued efforts of FAO and other international and
regional organizations to support the members in combating IUU fishing in both inland and
marine fisheries. The Commission recognized the contributions of Official Development
Assistance (ODA) and of the regional and country Global Environment Facility (GEF) projects
with which they have engaged and noted that the outputs of these programmes have
relevance to fishery management and capacity in the region. Many member countries
expressed interest in becoming more involved in these and future initiatives. The Commission
welcomed the proposed 2018-2023 APFIC strategic plan and endorsed the 2018-2019 biennial
work plan with a number of amendments. The Commission elected new officers and agreed
that the Thirty-seventh Session of APFIC will be convened in Thailand in 2020.
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Opening of the session
1.
The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) held its 35th Session from 11 to 13 May 2018
in Cebu, the Philippines. The session was attended by delegates from 14 member countries of the
Commission, observers from two non-APFIC FAO member countries, ten partner organizations and
the APFIC Secretariat. A list of the delegates and observers is appended in Appendix B.
2.
The welcome and introductory remarks were provided by the designated APFIC Chair,
Wilfredo M. Cruz, Regional Director, Regional Office No. 3, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR), Department of Agriculture (DA), the Philippines. On behalf of Eduardo B. Gongona,
Undersecretary for Fisheries of the DA and National Director of BFAR, the Philippines, the Chair
extended a warm welcome to all the delegates attending the session. He thanked the APFIC
members for trusting the Philippines in hosting this session and complimented the APFIC Secretariat
and the BFAR organizing committee and staff for the dedicated preparation and arrangements for
the session in the city of Cebu.
3.
The Chair informed the Commission about the successful organization of the Seventh
Regional Consultative Forum Meeting (7th RCFM) – ‘Sustainable Development for Resilient Growth
of Fisheries and Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific’ – just prior to the session. The forum meeting extensively
shared new knowledge and insights on a range of priority issues pertaining to the resilient growth
of fisheries and aquaculture and put forward a good collection of recommendations for effectively
addressing the challenges faced by the fisheries industry in achieving sustainable growth and
resilience in development, which will be reviewed and endorsed by the committee to guide the work
of the Commission and member countries.
4.
The Chair highly appreciated the value of FAO Technical Cooperation Projects (TCP) projects
in supporting the Philippines and all member countries to tackle bottlenecks in sectoral
development through technical cooperation and sharing of knowledge and good practices. He
reaffirmed that the Philippines is always ready to cooperate with FAO and APFIC member countries
and partner organizations to promote the sustainable growth and resilience of fisheries and
aquaculture in the region. The Chair looked forward to complete accomplishment of the meeting’s
agenda through the dedicated work of the delegates; this will further the region’s aspirations and
set the direction for the Commission and its members to achieve mutual goals through APFIC’s
strategic plan and biennial work programme to be reviewed and endorsed by the Commission.
5.
Miao Weimin, APFIC’s Secretary ad interim, delivered remarks on behalf of Kundhavi
Kadiresan, FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific and
the Secretariat of APFIC. He welcomed the member countries’ delegates and representatives from
non-member countries and partner organizations to the session. The Secretary expressed sincere
gratitude to the Government of the Philippines and the Chair of APFIC for hosting the session and
the 7th RCFM in Cebu and the perfect preparations and arrangements for the two events. He
re-iterated the importance of the session in guiding the direction of the work of the Commission,
the Secretariat’s member governments and partner organizations in supporting the region’s
fisheries and aquaculture sector into the next intersessional period. The Secretary informed the
Commission that the session is expected to fulfil its usual tasks, including reviewing the intersessional
activities and progress delivered by the Secretariat and member countries in implementing the
Commission’s work programme endorsed by the last session, evaluating the major APFIC regional
programme work and the outcomes. He also informed the Commission of the successfully convened
7th RCFM, the recommendations of which the Commission is expected to review and endorse. The
Secretary informed the Commission that the Secretariat had prepared a draft APFIC strategic plan
for 2018 to 2023 following the recommendation of the 34th Session and Seventy-sixth Executive
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Committee Meeting (EXCO) of APFIC. He called for all meeting delegates to dedicate themselves to
a successful and fruitful session, which will guide the work of the Commission and member countries
to support sustainable and resilient fisheries and aquaculture for blue growth and contribute to
some important Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the 2030 agenda.

Adoption of the agenda
6.
The Commission agreed to the proposal to move Agenda Item 11, Statements from
non-APFIC FAO members and partner organizations, to before Agenda Item 10, APFIC 2018-2023
strategic plan and 2018-2019 work plan, to reflect the important roles of partners for APFIC activities
and, therefore, to inform the APFIC work plan.
7.
The Commission adopted the amended agenda and agreed on the arrangements for the
35th Session. The agenda appears in Appendix A.
8.

The documents considered and reviewed by APFIC are listed in Appendix C.

APFIC activities since the 34th Session
9.
The APFIC Secretariat introduced the working document APFIC/18/02 that summarized the
main events and activities undertaken by APFIC and the Secretariat since the 34th Session, which
was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 12 to 14 February 2016, and the related information paper
APFIC/18/INF-03.
10.
The Secretariat introduced the Commission to the activities implemented by the Secretariat
related to the Commission’s functions, which included APFIC representation in FAO’s Committee on
Fisheries-Aquaculture (COFI-AQ), the convening of the 76th APFIC EXCO from 21 to 23 February 2017
in Manila, the Philippines, the 7th APFIC RCFM from 7 to 9 May 2018 in Cebu, the Philippines,
preparation of the draft APFIC strategy for 2018-2023 and the draft ‘Regional Overview on Status and
Trends of Fisheries and Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific Region’.
11.
The Secretariat briefed the Commission on the restructuring of the FAO Regional Office for
Asia and the Pacific’s (FAO RAP) regional initiative, regional consultations, workshops and meetings
convened by the Secretariat or in collaboration with partner organizations, and the collaborative
efforts of the Secretariat with partner organizations actively engaged in the fisheries and aquaculture
sector in the region.
12.
The Secretariat informed the Commission on direct support to member countries, which
included technical supervision and backstopping for:
●

●

●

Implementation and successful completion of 17 FAO TCP projects and eight Trust Fundsupported national and regional projects during the intersessional period;
Formulation and implementation of over 20 new regional and country TCP and Trust
Fund projects; and
Formulation of five Trust Fund projects in good progress.

13.
The Commission was also informed on the major publications produced by the Secretariat
during the intersessional period as listed in Appendix D.
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Response of the Commission
14.
The Commission commended the Secretariat on the wide range of activities that had been
undertaken in response to the recommendations of the 34th Session, and expressed its appreciation
of the work undertaken by APFIC and the APFIC Secretariat during the biennium 2016-2017.
15.
The Commission noted that areas and elements to be considered in the next biennium
should include more initiatives on inland fisheries, safety at sea, decent work, South-South
cooperation, ecosystem approaches to aquaculture and fishing capacity management.
16.
Several members were interested in participating in planned activities, such as the regional
TCP on IUU, follow-up efforts regarding anti-microbial resistance (AMR), climate change adaptation
and mitigation, and Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (EAF) implementation; they were informed of
FAO processes to respond to member country priorities. Collaboration with partners and direct
bilateral support were also encouraged by the Commission.

Report of the 76th Meeting of the APFIC EXCO
17.
The Secretariat informed the Commission on the activities of the APFIC EXCO and the report
of its 76th Meeting (APFIC/18/03, APFIC/18/INF-04), which was convened in Manila, the Philippines
from 11 to 23 February 2017 and hosted by the Government of the Philippines.
18.
During the meeting, the EXCO reviewed the intersessional activities under the biennial APFIC
work plan and provided input to the organization of the 35th Session and the 7th RCFM. The EXCO
also made additional recommendations on the work plan and on administrative and budgetary
matters.
Response of the Commission
19.
The Commission took note of the administrative and financial changes within the Secretariat
and potential implications for future APFIC work plans.
20.

The Commission endorsed the report of the 76th APFIC EXCO meeting.

Report from the Seventh APFIC Regional Consultative Forum Meeting
(RCFM)
21.
The 7th RCFM on ‘Sustainable Development for Resilient Blue Growth of Fisheries and
Aquaculture’ was convened in Cebu, the Philippines from 7 to 9 May 2018 at the Bai Hotel.
22.
There were 80 participants from 16 countries and representatives from ten regional and
international partner organizations. The meeting was hosted by the Department of Agriculture, the
BFAR and the Government of the Philippines, together with FAO and APFIC.
23.
The findings of the discussions and thematic sessions were presented to the plenary for
endorsement on the third day. The key recommendations endorsed by the 7th RCFM are presented
in APFIC/18/INF-05, and are included in Appendix E of this report.
Major conclusions and recommendations of the 7th RCFM
24.
The 7th RCFM recognized the great advances in fisheries and aquaculture in addressing
current issues, such as combating IUU fishing and AMR in aquaculture as well as implementing EAF
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and good aquaculture practices. However, many challenges remain that require concerted efforts
within and across governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society organizations
(CSOs) and development and research partners. These include improving knowledge of the sector’s
contributions to food and nutrition security, livelihoods and economic growth; likewise, on the
impacts of changes in the environment on the sector and dependent communities as well as the
sector’s environmental footprints; and clearer understanding of the gender-differentiated roles of
women and men along the value chain. Re-inforced legal frameworks and guiding policies are
needed to support human rights-based and environmentally friendly development of the region’s
fisheries and aquaculture sectors in line with the Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries Voluntary
Guidelines (SSF) and the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF). More targeted Disaster
Risk Management (DRM) and climate change strategies and technologies for the sector are needed
in several countries and increased efforts to combat IUU fishing are also required. Continued and
strengthened sharing of experiences and knowledge and collaborative efforts across APFIC countries
are required to attain the full potential of blue growth in the region.
Response of the Commission
25.
Welcoming the conclusions and recommendations of the 7th RCFM, the Commission
emphasized the importance of effective governance frameworks to underpin many of the
recommendations and the ability to implement them effectively.
26.
The Commission further noted that, in addition to parallel sessions, future RCFMs would
benefit from joint sessions to discuss issues common to both fisheries and aquaculture and that
reflect the connectivity between the sectors. The Commission made suggestions on strengthening
the organization of the forum and communications for the preparation of contributed presentations
for future RCFMs.
27.

The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the 7th RCFM.

Overview of aquaculture and fisheries in Asia and the Pacific 2016
28.
The Secretariat introduced the Regional Review of Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific Region
2016 prepared by the Secretariat (APFIC/18/05) and the information paper (APFIC/18/INF-06) to the
Commission. The regional overview was based primarily on FAO FishStat data on fisheries and
aquaculture (up to 2014) and was supplemented with additional trade flow data from GLOBEFISH.
The Secretariat also reported on the geographic coverage of the overview.
29.
The review summarized the contribution of Asia-Pacific’s fisheries and aquaculture industry
to global production, nutrition and employment in the region. The overview described the short- and
long-term changes in production of aquaculture and fisheries in the Asia-Pacific region from 2004
to 2014 by main groups of species and by subregions.
30.
The overview also identified the major issues facing the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in
the region, including:
●

The need to improve governance and management of fisheries and aquaculture by
implementing the EAF/Ecosystem Approach to Aquaculture (EAA);

●

The need for increasing efforts to combat IUU fishing;

●

The need for implementing the SSF Guidelines;

●

The need to improve equitability, inclusiveness and gender sensitivity in fisheries and
aquaculture value chains;
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●

●

Increasing risks related to extreme events and climate change, disease outbreaks and the
risk of AMR associated with aquaculture; and
Increasing dependence of aquaculture on outsourced key feed ingredients such as
fishmeal and fish oil and subsequent impacts on aquaculture and capture fisheries.

Response of the Commission
31.
The Commission welcomed the overview as an important update on trends in production
for the Asia-Pacific region and noted the reports by the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development
Center (SEAFDEC) on the state of fisheries and aquaculture in Southeast Asia published every five
years.
32.
Noting the increasing prevalence of ‘not elsewhere included’ (NEI) in the fisheries and
aquaculture statistical data, the Commission observed the need for member countries to improve
the underlying data collection for reporting at more disaggregated levels (e.g. species).
33.
The Commission suggested the overview could be improved by shorter lag times between
the publication of updated FAO statistics and the publication of the bi-annual overview reports, the
inclusion of additional information databases available within the FAO system and improved
employment information.

Regional consultation to ‘Promote Responsible Production and Use of
Feed and Feed Ingredients for Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture in
Asia-Pacific’
34.
The Secretariat introduced the working paper on the regional consultation to ‘Promote
Responsible Production and Use of Feed and Feed Ingredients for Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture
in Asia-Pacific’ (APFIC/18/06) and the supporting information paper APFIC/18/INF-08.
35.
The working paper covered the background of the regional consultation and the objectives
of the regional consultation. The Secretariat introduced the regional expert review and country
review studies conducted in preparation for the regional consultation. The Secretariat also
summarized the conduct of the regional consultation and presented the key conclusions/
recommendations from the consultation on required strategies and actions to promote responsible
production and use of feed and feed ingredients for the sustainable growth of aquaculture in the
region.
36.
The Secretariat then informed the Commission that FAO has provided technical assistance
to a number of member countries to address the issues related to sustainable and efficient use of
feed and feed ingredients in the region through implementation of country TCP projects.
Response of the Commission
37.

The Commission welcomed the efforts of the Secretariat on this issue of growing importance.

38.
The Commission noted increased global awareness on the potential environmental impacts
of feed ingredients and inappropriate feed use and the need to support small-scale feed producers’
uptake of alternative feed and small-scale farmers’ implementation of efficient feeding regimes.
39.
The Commission noted the importance of responsible use of antibiotics and other aquamedicinal products to human and environmental health and sustainability of the aquaculture sector.
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40.
The Commission endorsed the strategies identified from the regional consultation with
emphasis on the use of locally available feed ingredients and alternative ingredients; members
welcomed continued support from the Commission in this work area.

Regional consultation on ‘Building Climate Resilient Fisheries and
Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific Region’
41.
The Commission was informed on recent milestones in the global climate change
discussions and efforts achieved by FAO/APFIC and partners to understand and address effects on
fisheries and aquaculture based on the working paper APFIC/18/07 and information paper APFIC/
18/INF-08.
42.
FAO, with many partners, has been assisting countries in understanding climate change and
ocean acidification implications for fisheries and aquaculture, in measuring greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and mitigation potentials within the sector, in identifying and implementing adaptation
priorities, in representing the sector in national and global climate change discussions and in
accessing climate finance. Based on the recommendations of the 2011 APFIC workshop, FAO has
been assisting APFIC members in 1) implementing National Plans of Action (NPOAs) through the
Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF) managed by the GEF (e.g. Bangladesh, Cambodia [in
development], Lao PDR, Myanmar and Timor-Leste [in development]); 2) integrating climate change
into regional projects (e.g. the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem [BoBLME] project, the Regional
Fisheries Livelihood Programme for South and Southeast Asia [RFLP] and the Indonesian Seas Large
Marine Ecosystem [ISLME] project); 3) supporting discussions on Green Climate Fund (GCF) activities
in fisheries and aquaculture (e.g. Myanmar, Viet Nam, Maldives, the Philippines and Sri Lanka);
4) responding to emergencies (e.g. the Philippines); 5) learning and testing adaptation options for
fisheries and aquaculture (e.g. the Global FishAdapt conference,1 the Lower Mekong River Basin
workshop on environmental monitoring,2 and the Philippines TCP); and 6) testing means to improve
fuel efficiency in fishing fleets (e.g. in Thailand).
43.
The FAO/APFIC regional consultative workshop, ‘Building Climate Resilient Fisheries and
Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific Region’ was held from 14 to 16 November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand.
The workshop brought together 65 policy-makers, managers and practitioners engaged in the
development and implementation of national and regional policies, programmes and projects
addressing climate change in fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region. In addition to
providing a platform for sharing of climate change adaptation and GHG mitigation efforts across the
region, the regional consultation recommended the major strategies for country governments,
regional organizations, academia and the private sector to further support climate change
adaptation and GHG mitigation in fisheries and aquaculture.
Response of the Commission
44.
The Commission commended the efforts of the Secretariat and emphasized the need to
make the sector less vulnerable to the impacts of climate change through a broad range of efforts
including continued capacity development on safety at sea and elimination of underlying stressors,
such as overcapacity and overexploitation of resources.
45.

1
2

The Commission endorsed the strategies recommended by the regional consultation.

See http://www.fishadapt.com/
See http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6641e.pdf
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Implementation of FAO’s ‘Regional Blue Growth Initiative in Aquaculture
and Fisheries in the Asia-Pacific Region’
46.
The Secretariat introduced the working document APFIC/18/08 on the implementation of
FAO’s ‘Regional Blue Growth Initiative in Aquaculture and Fisheries in the Asia-Pacific Region’ (RBGI)
and the supporting information document APFIC/18/INF-09.
47.
The document provided the background on the development of the RBGI and the
involvement process as well as the new RBGI programmatic framework following the
recommendations from the 34th APFIC Session and the 33rd FAO Asia and Pacific Regional
Conference. The document summarized the implementation and major achievements of the RBGI
at regional and country levels during 2016 and 2017.
48.
The Secretariat informed the Commission that the RBGI will be informed by expanded scope
that fully addresses capture fisheries, aquaculture and aquatic ecosystem and biodiversity
conservation, and full geographic coverage in the region. The Secretariat introduced the Commission
to the priority work areas and major activities for the implementation of the RBGI during 2018 and
2019. The Secretariat encouraged member countries to identify the priority areas for formulating and
implementing country-level projects while actively participating in the regional activities for
implementing the RBGI.
Response of the Commission
49.
The Commission complimented FAO for the wide range of activities implemented through
the RBGI and the significant achievements made in supporting the member countries.
50.
Several members wanted to be included in the activities under the expanded scope and
continued recognition accorded to blue growth as a priority for the region although they were not
included in the earlier implementation.
51.
The Commission emphasized the importance of sharing success in the initiative’s
implementation.
52.
The Commission welcomed the value-chain approach and efforts to document the countries’
efforts and progress in implementing the RBGI.
53.
The Commission welcomed FAO’s efforts on raising awareness among high-level officers of
member countries concerning RBGI potentials and noted the difficulties in advocating for the sector
in cross-sectoral decision-making processes.
54.
The Commission encouraged the fisheries sector to actively take part in or lead cross-sectoral
planning and development processes and actions, such as in the development of Marine Spatial
Planning (MSP) (integrated freshwater management planning) and other cross-sectoral planning
approaches to provide active emphasis on the fisheries and aquaculture sector in the context of
multiple users of the aquatic systems and improved knowledge on the potential impacts and tradeoffs for users of the aquatic ecosystems.
55.
Several members informed the Commission on major country events and initiatives in
promoting blue growth.
56.
The Commission recognized improvements in fisheries and aquaculture governance as one
of the priority work areas for 2018 and 2019. The Commission further noted the importance of
capacity development in governance to be supported by the Secretariat and regional partners.
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57.
The Secretariat responded to the comments and inquiries by the Commission and informed
the Commission that the regional activities of the initiative will fully engage all interested members.
The member countries are encouraged to identify priority areas for developing and implementing
projects with support from the Secretariat.
58.
The Commission endorsed the new programmatic framework of the initiative and the
priority work areas (PWA) summarized below and the major activities for implementation in 2018
and 2019 as presented in Appendix F.
●

●
●

●

●

RBGI-PWA 1. Strengthen the enabling environment for sustainable growth of aquaculture,
sustainable capture fisheries and conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems
and aquatic biodiversity in Asia;
RBGI-PWA 2. Support improved efficiency and sustainable growth of aquaculture in Asia;
RBGI-PWA 3. Promote sustainable capture fisheries and protection of aquatic biodiversity
and ecosystem services;
RBGI-PWA 4. Support inclusive and equitable aquaculture and fisheries value chain
development; and
RBGI-PWA 5. Increase resilience of farmers and fishers in adapting to climate change
impacts and coping with natural and socio-economic risks.

Support for the implementation of the IPOA-IUU in member countries
59.
The Secretariat introduced the working document (APFIC/18/09) and the companion
information document (APFIC/18/INF-10) with respect to APFIC’s support for the implementation of
the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in the region. The Commission was informed of the work coordinated under the
FAO Global Capacity Development Umbrella Programme to support the implementation of the Port
State Measures Agreement (PSMA), related instruments and complementary monitoring, control and
surveillance system (MCS) operations, measures and tools to combat IUU fishing.
60.
In response to the recommendation of the 76th APFIC EXCO, the approved regional TCP,
‘Support to Countries to Address Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing’, was introduced
to the Commission for discussion. The expected outcome of the project is improved management
of fisheries and marine resources and reduced IUU fishing in the Asia-Pacific region. The project will
support countries through outputs designed to address key priorities and gaps identified in relation
to strengthening regional coordination, regional governance, strengthened national capacity and the
mobilization of resources through a partnership.
61.
In addition, the Commission was informed of other forthcoming initiatives in support of
combating IUU fishing including through implementation of the BoBLME strategic action plan (SAP)
and the development of an SAP in the ISLME, both of which will include addressing IUU fishing, as
well as continued efforts to support countries and regional partners in their efforts to combat IUU
fishing.
Response of the Commission
62.
The Commission confirmed the necessity of strengthened efforts to combat IUU fishing and
welcomed FAO’s and the Secretariat’s efforts.
63.
The Commission noted the information shared by SEAFDEC about its subregional fisheries
management initiative in the region that encourages neighbouring countries to formulate
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coordinated fisheries management plans that include efforts to combat IUU fishing and strengthen
cooperation among its member countries. Further, the Commission was informed on ongoing
SEAFDEC initiatives, such as the development of a traceability system (i.e. the electronic Association
of Southeast Asian Nations’ [ASEAN] Catch Documentation Scheme for Marine Capture Fisheries
[eACDS]) and the promotion of capacity development on the implementation of port state measures
(PSM) in coordination with FAO and other regional partners.
64.
The Commission noted the efforts of the Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-governmental
Organisation (BoBP-IGO) in supporting its member countries to develop National Plans of Action
(NPOAs) to combat IUU fishing and the initiative to organize the 2nd Regional Consultation on MCS.
65.
The Commission recognized the extensive work being done by its member countries in
reviewing their NPOAs on IUU fishing and the support for these efforts by partner organizations. The
Commission noted the extensive work of its member countries in combating IUU fishing through
legislative reforms, strengthening of MCS and traceability systems, strengthening of partnerships and
the sharing of best practices, among others, to support the implementation of the IPOA regarding
IUU fishing. The Commission also welcomed the initiatives of member countries that have been
taken to become party to the related international and regional agreements (e.g. the United Nations
Fish Stocks Agreement and the PSMA).
66.
The Commission welcomed the regional support project and indicated the need for
enhanced capacity development programmes on MCS and a system for information sharing or data
exchange on IUU fishing in the region.
67.
The Commission emphasized the need to include inland fisheries in efforts to combat IUU
fishing.

Resource mobilization to support sustainable fisheries and aquaculture
in the APFIC region
68.
The Secretariat introduced the working document APFIC/18/10 and the information
document (APFIC/18/INF-11), providing a brief overview of selected financial mechanisms available
to support the sector in reaching its SDG goals. The Commission was updated on APFIC’s ongoing
efforts to support the sector’s access to the GEF and the GCF, among others, which are pertinent to
the work of APFIC, namely:
●

The BoBLME SAP;

●

The ISLME project;

●

●

●

The GEF’s LDCF. Climate adaptation country projects are also under implementation or
development in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Timor-Leste;
GEF biodiversity programme country projects in inland fisheries (China and Indonesia);
and
GEF biodiversity programme country projects in estuarine and coastal fisheries/systems
(China, Myanmar).

69.
Given the importance of the GEF financing mechanism in APFIC’s work plan implementation,
the Commission was specifically briefed on the seventh replenishment period for the GEF (2018 to
2022). The Secretariat noted the replenishment programming directions’ excellent alignment with
goals within the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and APFIC’s activities to support countries and
partners in identifying fisheries priorities and partners and how these conform with GEF-7 priorities
in the Gulf of Thailand and Lower Mekong River Basin areas; GEF-7 concept development (e.g. in
9

India); and support to integrated Source to Sea (e.g. Myanmar and the Philippines) and Food Systems
Implementing Partner proposals (e.g. Lao PDR). Similar GEF-7 regional proposals could be supported
depending on country and partner priorities.
70.
It was noted that increased national, regional and global efforts are needed to ensure that
the fisheries and aquaculture systems, value chains and dependent communities are given adequate
and targeted attention in efforts to attain the SDGs, including with respect to the available financial
mechanisms.
Response of the Commission
71.
The Commission recognized the contributions of the regional and national GEF projects,
corresponding engagement with them and noted that the outputs of these projects have relevance
to fishery management and capacity in the region.
72.
Delegates reported on their experiences and challenges in securing finance for the sector
and welcomed the support of the Secretariat and regional partners in these efforts.
73.
The Commission was informed that there is potential for further engagement through nontraditional financing mechanisms and that ODA is increasingly supporting efforts in public-private
partnerships and through CSOs; this requires changes in our approaches to resource mobilization.
74.
The Commission requested efforts to develop regional projects that could build on country
and regional projects and programmes.
75.
The Secretariat welcomed expressions of interest to cooperate and coordinate from regional
organizations and partners.

Statements of non-APFIC FAO member observers and partner
organizations on their programme work and achievements
76.
The Chair invited non-APFIC FAO member observers and regional organizations to take the
floor to make short statements of their regional priorities and ongoing programmes. The complete
statements are available as Appendix G.
77.
Bhutan and Nepal thanked the APFIC for inviting them to participate in the session. They
briefly introduced the national status of fisheries and aquaculture and their importance for food,
nutrition, livelihood and economic development. They also informed the Commission on past
government initiatives and collaboration with external partners in addressing priority areas related
to sectoral development and progress made. They also requested the Commission, FAO and other
regional partners for continued support to their national efforts for promoting the sustainable
development of fisheries and aquaculture.
78.
The BoBP-IGO, INFOFISH, the Mekong River Commission (MRC), the Network of Aquaculture
Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) and SEAFDEC thanked APFIC for inviting them to participate in the
session and complimented the Commission and its Secretariat for the outcomes of its programme
activities that support the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture in the region. The
regional organizations briefly introduced their mandates and the priorities of their work programmes.
They informed the Commission about their programme activities in supporting the region’s fisheries
and aquaculture through country and regional activities in collaboration with other regional partners.
In addition, they informed the Commission about their current and planned programme activities
to support the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture in the region and expressed
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their strong interest in collaborating with APFIC, its member countries, FAO and other regional
partners in supporting mutual work programmes.
79.
The Secretariat stated its appreciation of regional partners’ and non-member observers’
efforts to support the RBGI in the region. The Commission requested further collaboration and
coordination across the partners and countries for more effective support to the fisheries and
aquaculture sector in the region.

2018-2023 APFIC strategic plan and 2018-2019 work plan and budget
APFIC strategic plan for 2018 to 2023
80.
The Commission was presented with the draft APFIC 2018-2023 strategic plan in documents
APFIC/18/11.1 and APFIC/18/INF-12 in response to a request by the 34th APFIC Session.
81.
The consultation process for the development of the draft strategic plan as well as the
guiding principles, thematic areas to be addressed and operational goals were introduced to the
Commission. The strategic document aims to assist planning and coordination and assist APFIC to
maintain a strategic direction into the next six years in the face of increasing member country
demands, decreasing financial and human resources, and the growing number of actors in the
region. It will facilitate the communication and coordination of the Commission’s work with FAO,
other regional organizations/partners and member countries.
82.
The proposed six operational goals for aquaculture and fisheries to be supported by APFIC,
its member countries and partners in the region are:
●

Improved and renewed collaborative functioning of APFIC;

●

Formalizing regional partnerships;

●

●

Improving fishery and aquaculture ecosystems and habitats, including addressing
pollution, invasive species, fishing gear and climate change;
Supporting small-scale fisheries and aquaculture and a human rights-based approach to
fisheries development;

●

Combating IUU fishing and fisheries-related crime; and

●

Improving fish food safety, fish value chains and fish trade.

APFIC work plan and budget for 2018 to 2019
83.
The Secretariat introduced the working document APFIC/18/11.2 on the 2018-2019 APFIC
work plan and indicative budget to the Commission for comment and endorsement.
84.
The Secretariat informed the Commission that three APFIC regular meetings (the 7th APFIC
RCFM, the 35th APFIC Session and the 77th EXCO) have been planned for 2018/2019. In addition,
three technical consultations are planned respectively for 2018 and 2019. The regional consultations
scheduled for 2018 have secured funding support.
85.
The Secretariat informed the Commission that it would support the implementation of three
global Trust Fund projects in the region, implementation of four regional Trust Fund and TCP projects
and 20 country-level Trust Fund and TCP projects. The Secretariat will support member countries in
developing proposals or full documents for five to seven regional and country Trust Fund projects
(largely GEF-7 projects).
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86.
The Secretariat informed the Commission that the Secretariat will continue and expand
collaboration with partner organizations in the region and support the FAO Committee on Fisheries
(COFI) and COFI Subcommittee on Aquaculture. The Secretariat also indicated that the regional
overview on the status and trend of fisheries and aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific 2018 and an
additional six to eight publications will be produced during the 2018 to 2019 period.
87.
The Secretariat notified the Commission that the Secretariat has managed to secure the
financial resources for work plan activities in 2018. However, the change in FAO’s budgetary planning
due to an overall shrinking of regular programme budgets now imposes great uncertainty about the
financial support for planned Commission activities in 2019 and onwards.
88.
The Secretariat requested stronger support and more financial contributions to the
Commission’s regional-level activities. The Secretariat encouraged the Commission members to
discuss potential mechanisms to strengthen financial conditions and overall operational capability,
such as establishing a fund dedicated to supporting APFIC activities, member contributions,
co-financing of the Commission’s regional activities and staff secondments to support the
Commission’s work.
Response of the Commission
89.
The Commission welcomed the draft strategic programme and provided comments on the
draft strategy, including areas for consolidation of proposed areas of work, making explicit the links
to the SDGs within the proposed work areas, highlighting cross and shared learning as well as
additional areas to consider, such as interactions between fisheries and aquaculture, advancing
capacity development on the EAA and incorporation of social sciences to support decision-making.
90.
The Commission confirmed the following thematic areas for regional meetings proposed for
the work of the Commission from 2018 to 2019. The 77th EXCO Meeting will provide additional
guidance for appropriate themes and for the development of a detailed agenda:
1. Combating IUU fishing in Asia.
2. Information and communication technologies (ICTs) for small-scale fisheries in Asia.
3. AMR related to aquaculture in Asia.
4. Fisheries co-management experiences in Asia.
5. Gender in fisheries and aquaculture in Asia.
91.
The Commission stressed the need for improved communication of the Secretariat’s activities
and outputs through the APFIC Web site.
92.
One member inquired about the Secretariat’s interest in receiving support in the form of
human resources, such as secondments and young professionals, and another member suggested
the co-organization of EAA activities. These proposals were well received by the Secretariat.
93.
The Secretariat encouraged the members to air the usefulness of APFIC in supporting their
sectoral development at COFI, the COFI two subcommittees and other regional platforms (e.g. the
FAO Asia and Pacific Regional Conference [APRC]).
94.
The Commission endorsed the work plan presented in Appendix H, which is based on the
working paper APFIC/18/11.2.
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Other matters
95.
The delegate from Indonesia introduced the Fifth Our Ocean Conference to be held in Bali
from 29 to 30 October 2018, and organized by the Indonesian Government, and welcomed the
participation of countries and organizations to the conference.
96.
The delegate from Sri Lanka reported on the development of its national fisheries and
aquaculture policy and also on a Bay of Bengal regional forum on SDG 14 to be held from 21 to
22 June 2018 and hosted by Sri Lanka in collaboration with the Government of Norway.
97.
The delegate from the Philippines commended the Republic of Korea (ROK) on the
establishment of the World Fisheries University Graduate School programme at Pukyong National
University. The delegate noted that the programme was officially launched in the autumn of 2017.

Election of officers
98.
The Commission elected Thailand as the Chair country of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission
for the biennium from 13 May 2018 up to the 36th APFIC Session in 2020. The Chair elect thanked
the Commission for its selection as Chair country and was pleased to accept the position.
Furthermore, Thailand tentatively proposed that the 77th Session of the APFIC EXCO meeting will
be held from 19 to 21 February 2019.
99.
The Commission elected the People’s Republic of China (PRC) as the Vice-chair country of
the Commission, pending confirmation from the government, and the Vice-chair elect thanked the
Commission members for their confidence.
100.
The Commission elected Nepal and the United States of America to serve as members of the
EXCO, in addition to the new Chair country, the Vice-chair country and the outgoing Chair country,
the Philippines.

Date and venue of the 36th Session of APFIC
101.
Thailand informed the Commission that the 36th Session will be held in Thailand in early
2020. The exact dates and venue will be communicated to the APFIC Secretariat in due course. The
8th RCFM will be held in conjunction with the 36th Session at the same venue.
102.
The Commission expressed its gratitude to the host country for its generous support to the
preparation and conduct of the 35th Session of APFIC.
103.
The APFIC Chair concluded by expressing his appreciation of the active participation of the
delegates and partners and declared the 35th Session of APFIC closed.

Adoption of the report
The report of the 35th Session of APFIC was adopted on 13 May 2018.
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Appendix A: Agenda of the 35th Session of APFIC
FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018
MORNING, 09.00
Opening ceremony
– Welcome and introductory remarks by the APFIC Chair, Regional Director, Regional Office
No. 3, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Department of Agriculture (DA), the
Philippines
– Introductory remarks by the APFIC Secretary and introduction of the delegates
Group photo
Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the session

APFIC/18/01
APFIC/18/INF-01
APFIC/18/INF-02

Agenda item 1: Intersessional activities of APFIC

APFIC/18/02
APFIC/18/INF-03

Agenda item 2: Report of the 76th EXCO Meeting

APFIC/18/03
APFIC/18/INF-04

Agenda item 3: Report from the 7th APFIC RCFM

APFIC/18/04
APFIC/18/INF-05

Agenda item 4: Regional overview of the status and trends of
fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region 2016

APFIC/18/05
APFIC/18/INF-06

FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018
AFTERNOON, 13.30
Agenda item 5: Regional consultation to promote responsible
production and use of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable
growth of aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region

APFIC/18/06
APFIC/18/INF-07

Agenda item 6: Regional consultation to build resilience of
aquaculture and fisheries in the Asia-Pacific region

APFIC/18/07
APFIC/18/INF-08

SATURDAY, 12 MAY 2018
MORNING, 09.00
Agenda item 7: Implementation of FAO’s regional blue growth
initiative in the Asia-Pacific region

APFIC/18/08
APFIC/18/INF-09

Agenda item 8: Support to the implementation of the IPOA-IUU
in member countries

APFIC/18/09
APFIC/18/INF-10
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SATURDAY, 12 MAY 2018
AFTERNOON, 13.30
Agenda item 9: Update on resource mobilization to support
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in the APFIC region

APFIC/18/10
APFIC/18/INF-11

Agenda item 10: Statements on achievements of non-APFIC
FAO members and regional organization partners
[adjusted to precede Agenda item 10]
Agenda item 11: APFIC’s 2018-2023 strategic plan and 2018-2019
work plan and budget
Agenda item 12: Other matters
Agenda item 13: Election of officers
Agenda item 14: Date and place of the 36th Session

SUNDAY, 13 MAY 2018
MORNING, 10.00
Report available to delegates
SUNDAY, 13 MAY 2018
AFTERNOON, 14.00
Adoption of the report
Closing of the session
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Appendix E: Summary conclusions and recommendations of the 7th APFIC RCFM
The 7th RCFM, held from 7 to 9 May 2018, was convened in Cebu, the Philippines to provide
a platform for member countries and APFIC regional partners to share knowledge on the theme
‘Sustainable development for resilient blue growth of fisheries and aquaculture’ and discuss major
issues and required strategy and actions at country and regional levels.
The forum was attended by 80 participants from 16 countries, together with representatives from
ten regional and international partner organizations and projects. The Department of Agriculture,
BFAR, the Government of the Philippines, FAO and APFIC hosted the meeting.
The participants at the 7th RCFM were presented with the consolidated conclusions and
recommendations for action, which were derived from the forum meeting. These were commented
on and amended and subsequently endorsed by the forum. The consolidated conclusions and
recommendations of the RCFM were forwarded to the 35th Session of APFIC (10-13 May 2018, in
Cebu, the Philippines) for consideration and subsequent endorsement by the Commission.
Progress toward resilient blue growth in the region
The RCFM participants recognized the great advances in the four thematic areas pertaining to
sustainable and resilient fisheries and aquaculture for blue growth in the region, through national
and regional efforts in addressing priority issues, such as combating IUU fishing, strengthening
regulations on aquaculture, implementing good fisheries and aquaculture development approaches
and practices such as the EAF/EAA, aquaculture zonal development, innovative aquaculture systems
and practices and developing inclusive, human rights-based and gender-sensitive fisheries and
aquaculture value chains.
There are various remaining and emerging challenges to the sustainability and resilience of the
fisheries and aquaculture sector. To effectively address these challenges requires concerted efforts
within and across governments, NGOs, CSOs and development and research partners. These include:
i) improved knowledge on the contributions of the sector to food and nutrition security, livelihoods
and economic growth, the impacts of changes in the environment on the sector and dependent
communities, the environmental footprints of the sector; ii) strengthened enabling environments,
knowledge bases and human capacity for adopting appropriate planning and management tools,
including ICTs; iii) increased awareness and collaborative efforts to address issues relating to
aquaculture feed, risk of AMR associated with aquaculture and reduced fish loss in postharvesting
activities; and iv) clearer understanding of the gender-differentiated roles along the value chains.
In addition, a major need remains in many countries for re-inforced legal frameworks and guiding
policies to ensure a human rights-based and environmentally friendly development of the region’s
fisheries and aquaculture sectors in line with the SSF Guidelines and the CCRF.
More targeted DRM and climate change strategies and technologies for the sector are needed in
several countries. There is also a need for increased efforts to combat IUU fishing in the region.
Continued and strengthened sharing of experiences and knowledge and collaborative efforts across
the countries in the region are required to attain the full potential of blue growth in the Asia-Pacific
region.
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Specific summaries and recommendations for each thematic area were:
Improvements in fisheries and aquaculture governance
Strengthen aquaculture planning and management through the adoption of relevant tools: The regional
consultation recognized the great importance of strengthening aquaculture industry planning and
management in order to mitigate adverse impacts on natural environments as well as stakeholders
and to reduce risk to the sector. The participants generally considered the application of appropriate
planning and management tools to be highly relevant and realized the pressing need for action in
terms of informed planning and management. Based on the sharing of experiences and lessons
learned of a number of countries in piloting selected aquaculture planning and management tools
with FAO support and working group discussion, the participants identified the major challenges and
recommended strategies and actions for promoting the adoption of aquaculture planning and
management tools.
Major challenges
●

●

●
●

Lack of established laws and regulations or weak implementation of existing regulations in
supporting the adoption of the tools;
Lack of common recognition for adopting the tools at different levels of government
authorities;
Lack of financial support and human capacity; and
Difficulty in adapting the tools for different culture systems (environments) and multispecies
culture.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●
●

●

Regional awareness raising and sensitization to encourage member countries to adopt/
implement planning and management tools;
Regional sharing of knowledge and experiences on aquaculture planning and management
tools;
Support pilot projects on aquaculture planning and management tools in member countries;
Develop and disseminate more priority tools (impact evaluation and monitoring etc.) from
the 16 draft tools for piloting; and
Regional capacity development activities for government officers and professionals.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●
●

●
●

Strengthen national regulations and institutional support for the adoption of relevant tools;
Conduct member country assessments on the status of adoption of different planning and
management tools and the potential for increased adoption;
Support pilot testing of relevant tools at national levels; and
Technical capacity development through training for government officers, extension officers,
fish farmers, key stakeholders and NGOs.

Strengthen aquaculture governance through regulations and appropriate management approaches such
as EAA and zonal development: The regional consultation reviewed the progress and successful
experiences of some countries in strengthening aquaculture regulations and the EAA, zonal
development and other management approaches for improved governance of aquaculture. The
participants generally agreed that improvement of aquaculture governance through strengthened
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regulatory framework and enforcement and implementation of new management approach is highly
relevant to all the member countries in the region and requires pressing actions by the different
players in the region. The participants identified the major challenges and recommended strategies
and actions for strengthening aquaculture regulation and implementing new management
approaches, such as EAA and zonal development.
Major challenges
●

●

●

●

●

Lack of strong political will and institutional support for the enforcement of established laws
and regulations;
Lack of concerted efforts at regional, national and local levels to strengthen aquaculture
regulations and governance;
Lack of institutional support, financial support and human capabilities at national and
regional levels;
Lack of good understanding of the importance of aquaculture regulations, EAA and zonal
development among policy-makers and stakeholders; and
Lack of intersectoral collaboration to regulate and plan the aquaculture industry.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

Regional documentation and sharing of successful cases of good aquaculture governance
and implementation of EAA and zonal development;
Review and sharing of information on existing laws and regulations governing aquaculture
in different countries;
Support member countries in implementation or piloting of EAA and zonal development;
and
Regional workshop on capacity development (government officers, extension officers) on
aquaculture regulation, EAA and zonal development.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

●

Develop and implement a programme to strengthen aquaculture regulations and promote
EAA and zonal development;
Strengthen the intersectoral coordination and engagement of different stakeholders
including CSOs;
Establish appropriate administrative measures, including budgeting, for effective
implementation of EAA and zonal development plans;
Develop human resource capabilities through training for government and extension
officers; and
Strengthen institutional support for the implementation of EAA and zonal development.

Experiences and lessons on combating IUU fishing: IUU remains an issue of high relevance and priority
to the region and requirements to combat IUU from market states, port states, flag states and coastal
states as well as from consumers are increasing as awareness grows about its prevalence and
negative impacts on aquatic ecosystems and society. Many member countries in the region
have progressed significantly in their efforts to combat IUU fishing, including the development of
NPOA-IUU, NPOA-Capacity, accession to the PSMA and efforts to strengthen MCS within and across
countries. Lessons learned from recent advances in member countries will provide useful examples
for other countries in the region. However, political will, technical capacity and funding to implement
plans remain key challenges in many member countries. The participants underlined that, although
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the costs of combating IUU may be high in the short term, the benefits will outweigh them.
Increased knowledge on the biological, economic and social impacts of IUU fishing assists in
garnering support to combat IUU and to monitor the benefits derived from management actions.
Recommended strategy/actions
●

●

●
●

APFIC to revisit the APFIC IUU report and disseminate the BoBP-IGO IUU report to raise
awareness of the impacts of IUU fishing and opportunities to combat IUU;
Increase sharing of tools, knowledge, experiences and examples from the region on
combating IUU (e.g. NPOAs) through reports and regional workshops;
Increase learning opportunities, such as through best practice platforms and working groups;
Encourage collaboration and coordinated efforts across agencies and partners within
countries and among neighbouring countries;

●

Encourage political commitment and coordination from governments;

●

Implement catch documentation and traceability systems that are nationally relevant; and

●

Prioritize awareness raising and capacity development at the national and subnational levels,
within governments and across value chains and communities.

Promoting and implementing the EAF and co-management approaches: The RCFM embraced the EAF
as an holistic approach to supporting social, economic and environmental well-being within the
sector. Thanks to efforts across the region, there is broad understanding of EAF concepts and
approaches among member countries but implementation of EAF principles and approaches is still
facing challenges due to lack of political will, often lacking policy guidance and legal backing to
support efforts towards the EAF; improving but still insufficient supporting data/information on the
three EAF pillars; and insufficient monitoring systems to evaluate EAF implementation. Member
countries are gaining experience in developing the EAF and co-management plans and this
underscores the importance of effective participation of stakeholders and local leaders as a key to
development and implementation. Experience in the region has also shown that the EAF is rarely
undertaken in one single, all-encompassing effort but is generally an incremental, step-by-step
process, with the building blocks of technical and facilitation skills being built along the way to
support these efforts.
Recommended strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

Member countries need to integrate EAF principles more thoroughly into their fisheries
policies and legal frameworks;
Establish EAF management partnerships among fisheries stakeholders and development
partners within member countries and in the region;
EAF management efforts at all levels should ensure strong champions to facilitate successful
implementation;
Regional organizations should continue their support to countries and provide coordination
of EAF management efforts in the region;
APFIC and other partners should organize a workshop on sharing lessons apropos EAF
management for practitioners;
Member countries and partners should aim to improve translation and communication of
EAF management documentation for increased uptake among countries;
Gender-specific EAF management training and capacity development is needed; and
Partners are requested to establish an EAF management rating/scoring system to support
monitoring of EAF management implementation across the region.
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Innovative fisheries and aquaculture production and management systems and practices for
more efficient and sustainable production
Promote climate-resilient/smart aquaculture: The regional forum recognized that climate change and
climate variability impose significant threats to the performance and sustainability of the aquaculture
industry in the region. At the same time, some farming systems and practices also contribute
significantly to GHG emissions. The participants advocated the promotion of climate-resilient and
smart aquaculture farming (CRSAF) systems and practices as a pressing agenda of high relevance
for most countries in the region. Based on the experiences and lessons learned that were shared with
regard to piloting some CRSAF systems and practices through member country initiatives, with or
without FAO support, and working group discussion, the participants identified the major challenges
and recommended strategies and actions for promoting the scaling up of CRSAF systems and
practices in the region.
Major challenges
●

●

●

●

Lack of available scientific knowledge and concrete data regarding the specific impact of
climate change on aquaculture for decision-making;
Lack of national action plans on climate change adaptation and mitigation for the
aquaculture subsector;
Lack of investment in adoption of CRSAF technologies including energy-saving technologies
and improvement of aquaculture facilities; and
Lack of awareness or acceptance among fish farmers about the use of species and systems
that well adapt to climate change impacts or contribute to climate change mitigation.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

Document and disseminate successful examples of climate-resilient and CRSAF systems,
technologies and management practices among member countries; and
Support member countries in developing and implementing the strategy and project for
promoting CRSAF.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●

●

Develop and implement a major programme for CRSAF in vulnerable zones to mitigate
climate change impacts;
Develop and implement conducive policy and incentive measures, e.g. tax exemption for
adopting climate-smart technologies in aquaculture, e.g. solar energy; and
Strengthen public support/services for small farm holders in adopting CRSAF systems,
technologies and farming practices.

Promote scaling up of innovative aquaculture systems/practices for more sustainable and efficient
production: Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region is facing various challenges. To effectively tackle
the challenges requires innovations in farming technology, farming systems and farming practices.
Various countries have introduced initiatives in this context. While sharing their successes and
experiences, the participants also recognized some major constraints and challenges in scaling up
innovative aquaculture technologies, farming systems and practices and recommended strategies
and actions needed.
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Major challenges
●

●

Lack of financial support for research and development (R&D) for innovative aquaculture
technologies; and
High investment is required for the adoption of innovative systems and technologies.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●

Promote the sharing of innovative culture systems, technologies and farming practices as
well as economic cooperation among countries;
Provide some technical assistance to members who want to develop innovative aquaculture
systems/practices; and
Support regional/country projects to disseminate innovative systems, technologies and
farming practices, such as those pertaining to energy saving/new energy, pond-based
re-circulatory aquaculture systems (RAS), innovative agro-aquaculture and multitrophic
culture systems (i.e. mechanization and automation).

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●

●

Promote public-private partnerships in adopting innovative systems, technologies and
farming practices;
Increase support for R&D and dissemination of innovative systems, technologies and farming
practices; and
Develop and implement conducive policy and incentive measures to support the adoption
of innovative systems, technologies and farming practices.

Implementation of the SSF Guidelines: The RCFM re-iterated the importance and contributions of
small-scale fisheries (SSFs) regarding production, livelihoods and food security, as well as economic
growth in the region. The participants agreed on the need to recognize the human/social dimensions
of fisheries management and along the value chains. The RCFM also acknowledged the need to
approach SSF management through holistic social development, human rights and gender lenses
for improving SSF capacity to responsibly use, manage and benefit from fisheries resources and build
their resilience to extreme events, crises and climate change. The SSF Guidelines were deemed highly
relevant to the region and highly instrumental in providing excellent guidance to countries and
fisheries stakeholders.
Recommended strategy/actions
●
●

●

●

●

●

The SSF Guidelines should be applied effectively across the region;
Member countries should investigate/implement enabling conditions that would support
diversified and risk-attenuated livelihoods within SSFs, including the provision of technical
and soft skills training events to support them;
Member countries and partners should promote capacity development to support SSFs in
their thrusts to achieve more sustainable fisheries and livelihoods;
Fisheries institutions should engage national human rights institutions and other
development institutions to support the holistic implementation of the SSF Guidelines;
Fisheries institutions and regional bodies should increase collaboration with CSOs and NGOs
in the promotion of SSFs;
Member countries are encouraged to create working groups/task forces to support the
incorporation of the SSF Guidelines into national fisheries policies and management plans;
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●

●

●

●

●

Member countries are encouraged to develop and implement national plans of action for
the application of the SSF Guidelines;
Awareness campaigns about the SSF Guidelines at national and local levels complemented
by adaptations of them that are more easily absorbed by communities and others
supporting SSF communities;
Conduct information, education and communication activities about the SSF Guidelines as
one of the priorities under EAF management for stewardship of municipal/coastal waters;
There should be strong engagement of all stakeholders, including national governments, in
promoting and implementing the SSF Guidelines; and
Participatory approaches should be encouraged by member countries and capacity developed
to support the effective participation of SSF stakeholders in fisheries management.

Innovations in technologies and practices for sustainable fisheries/use of ICTs: ICTs have existed for
a long-time but their fast rate of development and widespread accessibility have been recognized
as providing opportunities and imperatives to support sustainable fisheries, enhance safety at sea
and early warning systems, facilitate fisheries governance and improve market access, social
networking and so forth. Experiences in the region and elsewhere have shown that stakeholder
engagement in the design and development of ICT systems is a key element to their success,
juxtaposed by enabling environments through appropriate policies and information management
systems. Government participation in local efforts to introduce ICTs is also key to enabling the
long-term sustainability of ICTs and ICT-based information systems. The participants were updated
on the use of artificial reefs (ARs), fish aggregating devices (FADs) and fish enhancement devices
(FED) to help create habitats for fish and increase livelihoods for coastal fishing communities. The
monitoring and documentation of long-term effects on the environment and fisheries were also
discussed by the participants.
Recommended strategy/actions
●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

Regional bodies, such as FAO/APFIC, should support knowledge sharing on ICT tools and
experiences for supporting fisheries management and development;
Cost-effective ICTs should be implemented to support improved catch documentation and
knowledge building for SSFs;
Assessments of the usefulness and economics of ICTs as well as their effectiveness as tools
for fisheries management should be undertaken;
Guidance should be provided to fisheries stakeholders on the extent and scope of ICT uses;
Consideration about data sovereignty, privacy and key data elements for sharing of data
needs to be addressed when developing ICTs;
Installation of ARs/FADs/FEDs requires supporting management systems;
Consider the installation of ARs, where deemed appropriate, to support sustainable fisheries
in coastal provinces;
Local community consultation/participation is necessary before the installation of ARs/FADs/
FEDs;
Conduct more research to understand the effectiveness of FADs/FEDs/ARs in securing food
security within ecological limits;
Provide clearer definitions of FADs and FEDs;
Capacity development for stakeholders regarding FAD/FED design, use and maintenance;
and
Prepare a technical report on the use and efficacy of artisanal FADs/FEDs in the region.
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Building resilience of fisheries and aquaculture systems in the Asia-Pacific region
Aquaculture insurance for resilience of small farm holders: Small aquaculture farmers in the region are
now facing different risks. The expansion of climate variability, culture animal diseases and other
environmental hazards has caused increasing economic losses to aquaculture operations in the
region. Some countries have attempted to strengthen the resilience of small farm holders through
the piloting of aquaculture insurance programmes, often with government support. Based on the
experiences and lessons learned by some member countries, progress has been limited in most of
them. While recognizing the significant challenges in promoting aquaculture insurance, the
participants believed that this is a pressing issue of high relevance to many member countries in the
region. Some important strategies and actions were suggested via working group discussion.
Major challenges
●

●

●

●

Very few economically viable insurance schemes have been developed and run successfully
for the aquaculture sector in the region;
Few commercial insurance companies have ventured into the aquaculture insurance
business due to high business risk and technical complexity;
Lack of strong interest among aquaculture farmers to buy insurance policies for their
harvests and facilities due to lack of awareness on the need to manage the increasing risks
to their stocks and facilities via comprehensive insurance and unwillingness to pay the
apparently high premiums; and
Governments’ lack of financial resources to support the initial development of aquaculture
insurance.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

Promote regional exchange and cooperation in promoting aquaculture insurance to build
resilience for small aquaculture farm holders; and
Develop financially viable and affordable aquaculture insurance for major and high-risk
aquaculture commodities.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

Develop and implement government programmes for supporting climate-resilient/smart
aquaculture to reduce the business risks of commercial insurance companies engaged in
aquaculture insurance;
Develop and implement appropriate strategies in promoting aquaculture insurance such as
group insurance based on the implementation of Good Aquaculture Practices (GAqPs) and
establishing cooperative insurance funds;
Increase awareness and knowledge of aquaculture farmers on the importance of insurance;
and
Develop and implement appropriate government policy measures to support commercial
aquaculture schemes, which comprehensively cover the harvests/products, in addition to life
and fixed assets.

Risk of AMR in aquaculture and required coping strategies and actions: The risk of AMR has become
a hot issue attracting increasing attention globally. Due to various aspects of Asian aquaculture,
disease issues are increasing during farming which is becoming more intensive with increasing
transboundary movement of live cultured animals; thus, the AMR risk associated with aquaculture
is an emerging issue of major significance in many countries. Some initiatives in this context have
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been started by some member countries and organizations in the region. As such, knowledge and
progress were shared by the participants who expressed general concern about this challenge and
a number of strategies and actions for effectively tackling the issue were suggested.
Major challenges
●

●

●
●

Lack of general awareness and understanding of the risk of AMR associated with
aquaculture;
Lack of information, data on the use of antimicrobial agents in aquaculture and in-depth
information and knowledge on the risk of AMR and its risk to human health and aquaculture
itself;
Lack of technical capacity to effectively monitor AMR associated with aquaculture; and
Lack of adequate regulations on antimicrobial usage (AMU) in aquaculture and effective
enforcement of existing regulations.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

Raise the awareness of different stakeholders on the risks posed by AMR to human health
and aquaculture;
Promote regional sharing of knowledge and good practices. and collaboration through
technical networking on AMR and AMU;
Develop regional guidelines to support national efforts to manage AMR and AMU in
aquaculture; and
Support member countries in developing human and laboratory capacity.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

Increase stakeholder awareness on AMR and AMU;

●

Develop and implement AMR and AMU monitoring and surveillance systems/mechanisms;

●

Strengthen control over the production, labelling, sale and use of antibiotics in aquaculture;

●

●

Strengthen the implementation of aquatic animal health programmes/national strategies on
aquatic animal health; and
GAqPs to include biosecurity measures along the production chain.

Lessons learned and experiences on risk management, DRM and climate change adaptation (CCA) for
resilient fisheries: Although extreme events and climate variability and climate change are
environmental phenomena that are often difficult to control or predict, member countries in the
region are increasingly developing or improving their DRM and CCA strategies for fisheries. However,
there is much room for learning and potential for further development. The sharing of information,
in particular innovative adaptations and lessons learned, is key to moving forward in this regard. The
current DRM and CCA strategies focus not only on the resilience of the aquatic systems but also on
the coastal/riparian/fisheries/human communities that may be directly or indirectly impacted by
extreme events and changes in the aquatic systems.
As experience in DRM and CCA in fisheries grows, the participants noted that improved planning,
with clear priorities and standard operating procedures (SOPs) to ensure sustainable risk
management and vulnerability reduction of fishing communities, with ‘build-back-better’ approaches
in line with the Paris Agreement and Sendai Framework have been introduced. These factors should
also be accounted for when updating existing risk management regulations. Human-driven
(protracted) crises should also be accounted for in risk management plans within the sector.
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The participants recognized the importance of prioritizing those measures that are readily achievable
and with high impact due to the urgent need to improve the sector’s resilience to extreme events
and climate change. Given that extreme events and climate change often arise in situations that are
already under stress or in vulnerable contexts due to poverty, overfishing and so forth, building the
general resilience of ecosystems and dependent communities will often be a ‘no regrets’ option for
fisheries.
The participants discussed how Internet-based information and ICT technologies are improving
countries’ abilities to disseminate weather and environmental early warnings although challenges
remain in providing this information to fishers at sea or in isolated areas.
Although awareness about climate change and extreme event impacts and options for fisheries has
increased, there is still a need to increase awareness through knowledge and capacity development
activities within artisanal fisheries and vulnerable groups, including special programmes (youth- and
gender-sensitive) and to develop more fisheries-specific strategies to support national CCA and DRM
efforts.
Recommended strategy/actions
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

Knowledge about climate change and extreme event impacts on aquatic systems for the
fisheries sector and dependent communities in regions must be increased and disseminated
in appropriate ways for use by fisheries stakeholders, including fisheries agencies;
Strategic action plans must involve all relevant stakeholders to improve cooperation and
create co-adapted DRM and CCA plans;
CCA and DRM in fisheries require increased political will and financial and human resources;
Cross-sectoral CCA strategies and plans should incorporate food security and fisheries risks
and adaptation opportunities;
Where lacking, insurance and social protection schemes for artisanal fisheries should be
supported by member countries;
Member countries and partners should increase awareness regarding safety at sea in fishing
communities and implement programmes to increase safety at sea;
Member countries and partners should strengthen regional initiatives to monitor weather
and environmental change and to improve coordinated responses. A platform or working
group focusing on fisheries could be developed for the region, in collaboration with relevant
IGOs (such as the International Maritime Organization [IMO] and the World Meteorological
Organization [WMO]) and other national/regional agencies with an emphasis on partnership
for DRM and CCA. Sharing of information could include: access to best practices in cyclone
preparedness initiatives in fisheries; sharing experiences via regional workshops; enabling
access of member countries to continuous, real-time data; and sharing access to early
warning systems that are applicable to other member countries in the region;
Blue growth policies should integrate the impact of long-term climate change; and
Relevant FAO publications and other publications should be made more readily available to
member countries and other partners.

Gender-sensitive and inclusive fisheries and aquaculture value chains
Promote responsible production and use of feed and ingredients for sustainable aquaculture growth:
Along with the general trend of aquaculture intensification and commercialization in the region,
there has being increasing use of compound feed in the farming of most commodities. Due to the
rapid increase in demand and limited production capacity, some important feed ingredients such
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as fishmeal, fish oil and soybean are largely outsourced from other regions. This imposes great
uncertainty on the sustainability of the aquaculture industry in the region. Meanwhile, increasing
demand for low-valued fish as direct food for fish or for processed fishmeal has led to increasing fish
pressure on natural populations. In order to reduce the dependence on fishmeal for aquaculture,
many countries and regional organizations have been making efforts to develop sustainable
alternative feed ingredients for aquaculture. While significant progress has been achieved, the
translation of research outputs to commercial production has been slow. The participants identified
the major challenges and recommended strategies and actions for promoting responsible
production and use of feed and feed ingredients in the region.
Major challenges
●

●

●

●

Available information and knowledge on sustainable alternative aquaculture feed
ingredients are not effectively shared;
Existing technological breakthrough and research results are not effectively translated into
commercial production;
Limited investment in R&D on breakthroughs in the development of sustainable alternative
feed ingredients, such as optimum combinations of alternative feed ingredients for different
species/life stages and related manufacturing technology; and
Lack of technical support for small farmers on how to best manage feeding for efficiency.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●

Increase the awareness of governments and other stakeholders on responsible production
and use of feed and ingredients;
Establish a regional standard and database on cost-effective feed ingredients available in the
region; and
Promote knowledge sharing among different players, such as R&D agencies, private feed
companies and governments on alternative feed ingredients and related feed technology.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

●

Continued support for R&D on new sustainable alternatives of key feed ingredients and their
effective use in feed formulation and related feed technology;
Strengthen partnerships among public research institutes and private feed companies for
effective translation of research breakthroughs in the use of alternative feed ingredients into
commercialized feed production;
Strengthen technical support for farmers on good practices for optimal efficiency of feed
use;
Develop appropriate policies and strategies to support scaled production of alternative feed
ingredients; and
Support local small feed mills in remote areas to produce quality and cost-effective feed
following established feed standards and SOPs.

Enhance women’s roles and benefit sharing along the aquaculture value chain: With the rapid
development of aquaculture and expansion of the value chain, women are playing increasingly more
important roles in aquaculture production in the region. While women are contributing to sectoral
development, their engagement, status and share of benefits in the industry have not been
adequately investigated and documented. Some countries and organizations in the region have
launched some initiatives to enhance their roles and benefit sharing in the aquaculture sector. In
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general, efforts made in this dimension are still limited. Based on the identification of some major
constraints, the participants recommended required strategies and actions for effectively addressing
the gender issue in the aquaculture industry for strengthened gender-sensitive and inclusive
aquaculture value chains.
Major challenges
●
●

Limited initiatives to address gender issues in aquaculture in the region; and
Limited or no gender disaggregation data on women’s roles and benefit sharing in
aquaculture value chains in the region.

Recommended regional strategy/actions
●

●

●

Conduct a comprehensive baseline study on women’s engagement, roles and benefit sharing
along the entire value chains of different aquaculture commodities;
Establish a regional platform for governments and CSOs to promote gender integration in
the aquaculture value chain and to share their experiences and lessons learned; and
Develop regional technical guidelines for enhancing their roles and benefit sharing in
aquaculture in the region.

Recommended country strategy/actions
●

●
●

●

Improve the collection of gender disaggregation data on women’s roles and benefit sharing
in the aquaculture sector;
Government support for women-centric programmes at the local level;
Develop appropriate aquaculture policies and strategies to enhance the roles and benefit
sharing of women along the aquaculture value chain; and
Implement training on aquaculture entrepreneurship and farm management skills for
women.

Actions, experiences and lessons learned on value addition, reducing food loss, improving access to
markets and trade, and promoting gender equality in capture fisheries value chains: The RCFM
acknowledged that with the general declining catch in capture fisheries there is an increasing need
to manage postharvest losses, improve value addition and ensure better access to markets. Member
countries are increasing their knowledge and experiences in the use of improved technologies and
processes in the postharvest sectors; as such, other countries can learn about and adopt them.
The participants advocated greater attention to issues of gender equity and integration in support
of sustainable fisheries development, in line with the SSF Guidelines. In particular, the participants
recognized the important role women play across the fisheries value chains and the need for
increased recognition of these roles and support for their engagement in decision-making processes
in fisheries management. The participants were shown case studies in which gender-disaggregated
data and empirical studies in value chains have proven useful in improving fisheries management
and value chains and how existing gender value chain analysis frameworks and tools can be used
to complement other data collection methods or tools to understand value chains and to monitor
and evaluate fisheries projects and programmes.
The participants also recognized the growing use of market-based trade measures that currently
affect and will further affect fisheries value chains in the region. Awareness of opportunities and
challenges that may arise due to market-based measures will be necessary for the private sector as
well as fisheries agencies across the region.
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Recommended strategy/actions
●

●

●

●

●

Member countries should support increased collection of gender-disaggregated data along
the value chains and in the implementation of projects and programmes; they should
undertake analyses to guide appropriate policies in support of gender equity;
Member countries should incorporate gender equity principles into fisheries legal
frameworks and increase implementation of gender-responsive programmes/policies in
parallel with efforts that target vulnerable groups and minorities;
Women’s participation in decision-making processes and value chain activities along the
value chains should be enhanced through access to infrastructure/tools, capacity
development and enabling frameworks;
Member countries should participate in existing networks pertaining to gender and fisheries
development; and
Support for increased awareness of market-based measures and programmes to attain
market requirements is required.
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Appendix F: Programmatic framework of the FAO regional initiative on blue growth
Objective of the regional initiative
1.

The objective of the regional initiative is to support member countries in the region to achieve
blue economic growth and contribute to the SDGs through:
●

●

Sustainable growth of aquaculture and sustained capture fisheries by implementing
innovative production technologies and practices as well as more responsible management
approaches and practices for sustainable and efficient use of aquatic natural resources; and
Conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems, aquatic biodiversity and concomitant
ecosystem services.

2.

The regional initiative will help member countries to effectively address the key issues in
achieving sustainable aquaculture growth, responsible capture fisheries and conservation of
marine and inland water ecosystems through development and implementation of appropriate
regional- and country-level policies and strategies with technical and managerial interventions
at the country level.

3.

The main focus of the initiative will be on promoting informed policy, good governance and
innovative production and management practices that contribute to the sustainable growth of
aquaculture and improved management of capture fisheries covering the whole supply chain
from input supply to the marketing of products in Asia and the Pacific.

4.

The implementation of the regional initiative will significantly contribute to eight organizational
outputs across SO2, SO3 and SO5.

PWAs of the regional initiative
PWA 1. Strengthen the enabling environment for sustainable growth of aquaculture, sustainable
capture fisheries and conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems and aquatic
biodiversity in Asia and the Pacific
●

●

●

●

In this context, support and disseminate development of the regional strategy and action
plan through regional consultations, organizations/mechanisms and governments of
member countries;
Support the formulation of country-specific policy/strategy recommendation documents and
enabling legal frameworks;
Strengthen capacity development of member governments and regional organizations
promoting blue growth as well as public awareness raising; and
Document contributions of the fisheries and aquaculture sector to the SDGs.

PWA 2. Support improved efficiency and sustainable growth of aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific
●

●

●

●

Support the application of aquaculture planning and management tools in member
countries;
Document and disseminate well-proven innovative aquaculture systems/practices/
technologies among member countries;
Support scaling up of innovative aquaculture farming systems/practices in member
countries; and
Develop an ICT-based aquaculture resources inventory and extension service platform for
member countries.
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PWA 3. Promote sustainable capture fisheries and protection of aquatic biodiversity and
ecosystem services
●

●

●

●

Support the EAF for fishery management plans in member countries and share the successes
across the region;
Support the assessment of marine fisheries stocks for informed fisheries management in
member countries;
Support assessment of the status of implementation of the PSMA and related instruments
and the development of national strategies and actions to combat IUU fishing; and
Support the evaluation and protection/management of aquatic biodiversity and ecosystem
services in important marine and inland ecosystems in member countries.

PWA 4. Support inclusive and equitable aquaculture and fisheries value chain development
●
●

●

●
●

Strengthen the national capacity for supplying quality aquaculture seed;
Strengthen the national capacity for supplying quality and cost-effective feed for small
farmers;
Support assessment of the aquaculture value chain and formulation of national strategies
for strengthening aquaculture value chains;
Support the establishment of best practices in postharvest activities; and
Support implementation of the SSF Guidelines and the Tenure Guidelines through increased
understanding of the contributions of the small-scale fisheries sector to food security,
nutrition, livelihoods and economic growth; provide technical support to SSF organizations
and cooperatives and increase collaboration with CSOs and private sector actors.

PWA 5. Increase resilience of farmers and fishers in adapting to climate change impacts and
coping with natural and socio-economic risks
●
●

●

●

Support assessment of vulnerability/risks;
Support development and demonstration of climate-resilient aquaculture farming/fisheries
systems/practices, including better integration of aquaculture with other agricultural
production systems such as rice cultivation in member countries;
Support identification of community-based climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture
options and capacity development for adopting the options; and
Evaluate potential aquaculture/fisheries social protection and insurance schemes and
develop related policy recommendations for building social safety nets for small fish farmers/
fishers.
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Appendix G: Statements of non-APFIC FAO observers and partner organizations on
their programme work and achievements
Bhutan
The Bhutanese people like to eat fish, which is why the country imported 4 000 tonnes of fish in
2016. While there is an increasing trend (4 percent increase annually) in fish imports, national fish
production remained as low as little over 200 and 12 tonnes from aquaculture and fishery
respectively in 2017.
This does not mean that Bhutan lacks the potential to produce fish on its own. The country is
endowed with streams, rivers, lakes, hydropower reservoirs and so forth, which could be used for fish
production through the promotion and development of aquaculture and capture fisheries. However,
as both fisheries and aquaculture in Bhutan are still at the developmental stage, much needs to be
done such as strengthening existing aquaculture and fishery systems in particular.
Further, while Bhutan strongly believes in the conservation of natural resources, including aquatic
resources, Bhutan also promotes the sustainable use of natural resources for socio-economic
development to ensure sustainable livelihoods for people.
Thus, a project for sustainable aquaculture and fishery development to help achieve the objective
of food self-sufficiency and food security under Bhutan’s goal of maintaining Gross National
Happiness is being proposed for funding support from FAO.
Lao PDR
In the last biennium, Lao PDR implemented two activities supported by FAO RAP: (1) Developing
regulations on the import and transport of aquatic life and products. The document was drafted by
an international consultant and then translated into the national language. After consultation with
relevant organizations in the country it has been forwarded for approval to the Minister of
Agriculture and Forests. (2) A pilot trial on integrating rice farming with aquaculture, which was
conducted under a regional rice initiative from 2015 to 2017. Being landlocked, Lao PDR only has
inland fisheries for development and management by the aquaculture and fisheries sector; in this
context Lao PDR has been supported by, and worked with, key international and regional
development partners such as: FAO, SEAFDEC, NACA, the MRC, Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).
In June this year the Department of Livestock and Fisheries (DLF) will invite the Freshwater Fisheries
Research Center (FFRC) of China to visit for cooperation on Innovative Integrated Agro-Aquaculture
for Blue Growth between the DLF and FFRC that also receives strong support from FAO.
BoBP-IGO
The BoBP-IGO has had a longstanding presence in the region approximating nearly 40 years. Current
activities address six themes: improving MCS; adopting the CCRF; safety at sea; healthy and hygienic
fisheries; livelihoods; and adapting to climate change. The current phase of the five-yearly SAP ends
in 2018 and the new SAP begins in 2019. While developing the new SAP, it will be ensured that
maximum complementarities are built with the APFIC SAP so that the two organizations maximize
best returns on investment.
The BoBP-IGO has worked or is working with the Division of Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea
(DOALOS) of the United Nations (UN); other UN agencies such as the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), the WMO, UNDP, the IMO; the World Bank; the GEF; donors such as the Swedish
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International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida); global and regional initiatives such as the
World Conservation Union (IUCN), WWF and MFF; and on a bilateral basis with the United States of
America and Japan. We also operate in close association with regional fishery and aquaculture bodies
in the region, such as SEAFDEC, NACA, the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP)
and INFOFISH. In addition, the BoBP-IGO is also implementing a World Bank/GEF-funded project on
‘Ocean Partnership for Sustainable Fisheries & Biodiversity Conservation – Models for Innovation and
Reform’.
The BoBP has considerable in-house expertise in many niche areas such as on the promotion of the
CCRF, improving safety at sea and taking forward the EAFM. The regional training course on the CCRF
is a highly popular event. The BoBP-IGO would like to offer its expertise to APFIC member countries
and promote South-South cooperation in the process.
INFOFISH
INFOFISH is an intergovernmental organization set up by FAO for marketing information and
technical advisory services for fishery products in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond. Based in Kuala
Lumpur and hosted by Malaysia since its inception in 1981, INFOFISH has members from Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Fiji, India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Malaysia, Maldives, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, the
Philippines, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
INFOFISH has more than 30 years of participation in fisheries developmental activities in the region
in various disciplines including fish handling, processing, quality assurance, product/market
diversification, aquaculture and so forth. Our current mandate as originally stipulated as well as
required by the member countries from time to time, includes, among others, maximizing the use
of fishery resources and increasing export earnings with due consideration for environmental
aspects. Regular and relevant information on export market opportunities and technical matters such
as processing and product development is supplied to the industry through its publications and in
the form of responses to individual enquiries.
Being service-oriented, INFOFISH has become an integral part of the fisheries industry in the region
and beyond. It has become a one-stop source of technical and marketing information for
governments, the industry and academia in the region and elsewhere. The organization also plays
a prominent role in actively disseminating technical and trade information through national, regional
and international training programmes and global trade and commodity conferences. Since its
inception, INFOFISH, has worked in collaboration with FAO and other international agencies.
INFOFISH also provides consultancy services to governments and the private sector by undertaking
feasibility studies and other studies on various aspects. Some of the major projects are the CFC/FAO/
INFOFISH project on ‘Promotion of Processing and Marketing of Freshwater Fish Products:
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka’ (CFC/FSCFT/18); the CFC/FAO/INFOFISH project
(CFC/FSCFT/24) on ‘Organic Aquaculture in Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia’; the FAO-TCP project
(TCP/RAS/3011) on ‘Strengthening National Capabilities in Seafood Trade Policy including Risk
Assessment and Traceability’; the CFC/FAO/INFOFISH project (CFC/FSCFT/18) on ‘Promotion of
Processing and Marketing of Value-added Tuna Products from Island Countries in the Asia-Pacific –
Maldives and Papua New Guinea’ and ‘Evaluate and Recommend Strategies to Enhance the Fish
Processing Activities in Endau, Mersing, Malaysia for the East Coast Economic Region Development
Council (ECERDC)’.
INFOFISH is the Asia-Pacific regional body of FAO’s Global Fisheries Information Network with
regional offices in Africa (INFOPECHE, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire), Latin America (INFOPESCA, Montevideo,
Uruguay), Near East countries (INFOSAMAK, Casablanca, Morocco), East and Central European
countries (EUROFISH, Copenhagen, Denmark) and China (INFOYU, Beijing).
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Mekong River Commission Secretariat (MRCS)
The MRC is an intergovernmental organization established in 1995 by the 1995 Mekong Agreement,
and works directly with the governments of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam on the joint
management of shared water resources and sustainable development of the Mekong River Basin.
The MRC serves its member countries with technical knowledge and basin-wide perspectives.
The MRC also plays a key role in regional decision-making and the execution of river-basin policies
in a way that promotes sustainable development and poverty alleviation. The MRC consists of three
permanent bodies: The Council (overall governance), the Joint Committee (management board) and
the Secretariat (operational arm of the MRC).
The Environmental Management Division (ED) of the MRC is responsible for fisheries and
environmental monitoring, assessment, planning and management to support basin planning,
management and development for sustainable development of the Mekong River.
Recently, the MRC Council has approved the ‘Basin-wide Fisheries Management and Development
Strategy (BFMS)’ initiative, with ten key strategic priorities and related actions namely:
1. Fisheries monitoring, analysis, modelling and assessment.
2. Conservation of key habitats.
3. Fisheries enhancement (restocking or habitat enhancement).
4. Fisheries and fish-friendly irrigation and agriculture.
5. Aquaculture development.
6. Gender and fisheries.
7. Fisheries co-management.
8. Transboundary issues and shared fish stocks.
9. Water development and fisheries.
10. Fisheries and climate change.
To implement this strategy, the ED of the MRCS in close cooperation with SEAFDEC, FAORAP, NACA,
the WorldFish Center in Phnom Penh, Conservation International and other relevant regional and
international organizations in the region, is developing a Project Action Plan (PBAP) that is expected
to be finalized by early 2019, with a series of national and regional consultations.
The ED is supporting an FAO TCP project entitled ‘Promoting Sustainable Use of the Fishery
Resources of 1) the Gulf of Thailand and 2) the Lower Mekong Basin (LMB) through the Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries’ which is being developed under consultation with member countries; funding
is being sought from the GEF.
In addition, and based on the MRC strategic plan (2016-2020), the MRCS ED, with member countries,
is working on other activities as follows:
●

Fisheries routine monitoring in the LMB since the 1990s;

●

Water quality routine monitoring since the 1960s;

●

Ecological health routine monitoring since the 2000s;

●

Development of basin-wide environmental management;

●

Development of methodology for wetland inventory, planning and management;

●

Development of transboundary environmental impact assessment;
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●

●

●

Development of joint environment monitoring for transboundary impact assessment of
Mekong mainstream hydropower projects;
Update of the MRC Indicator Framework for scenario assessment and state of basin
reporting; and
Preparation of the 2018 State of the Basin report.

The MRCS warmly welcomes any regional and international organizations and development partners
present at this meeting who are interested in pursuing enhanced partnership and cooperation for
implementation of the above activities.
Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA)
NACA, as a network of regional and national aquaculture centres, has significant advantages and
value in sharing of information on aquaculture research and development and exchange of
knowledge and experiences in research outcomes and technologies to improve aquaculture and
resource management among countries in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.
Major accomplishments of NACA in collaboration with FAO and its partners in 2017 and for the years
to come cover five thematic programmes and three cross-cutting programmes as follows:
Sustainable farming systems
●

●
●

●

●

Collaborating with FAO for provision of services to facilitate the production of an overview
of impact assessments of best management practices (BMPs) in aquaculture, through the
provision and recruitment of relevant global experts, compilation of relevant information and
organization of technical expert workshops;
Implementing culture-based fisheries development in Cambodia;
Collaborating with the Fisheries Training Programme of the United Nations University (UNUFTP) and Nha Trang University (NTU) Viet Nam, organized a training course on ‘Culture-based
Fisheries’;
Collaborating with FAO for documentation and sharing of good examples of agro-ecological
approaches to integrated agriculture-aquaculture, through preparation of background
documents and participation in a global workshop organized by FAO and its partners; and
Proposing ‘Research and Development on Pilot Commercial Marine Shrimp Culture Using
Recirculation System in Poly-Ethylene Canvas Pond in Thailand’.

Aquatic animal health
●

●

●

●

Collaborating with FAO to ‘Document and Characterize Antimicrobial Use in the Aquaculture
Sector Including Current and Proposed Practices in Aquaculture and Aquatic Disease Status
in Asia’;
Collaborating with FAO to organize the FAO regional consultation and related study on AMR
risk related to aquaculture in Asia in support of SO2, making agriculture, forests and fisheries
more productive and sustainable; and SO5 to increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats
and crises; and FAO’s RBGI and One Health Initiative;
Collaborating with the Department of Fisheries (DOF) in Thailand in the organization and
conduct of the First ASEAN Network of Aquatic Animal Health Centres (ANAAHC) meeting
on ‘Implementation of SOP for Responsible Movement of Live Aquatic Animals’; and
Organizing the ‘Emergency Regional Consultation for Prevention and Management of Tilapia
Lake Virus (TiLV) in the Asia-Pacific’ in September 2017 in Guangzhou, China.
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Genetics and biodiversity
●

Case studies of the impacts of biotechnologies and the missing biotechnologies in
aquaculture at the FAO regional meeting on ‘Agricultural Biotechnologies in Sustainable
Food Systems and Nutrition in Asia-Pacific’ in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Emerging issues including climate change
●

●

●

Organizing the ‘Regional Consultation on Responsible Production and Use of Feed and Feed
Ingredients for Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific’;
Collaborating with FAO headquarters for provision of services regarding activities to address
climate change implications for aquaculture; and
A project proposal entitled ‘Planting Mangrove for Integrated Multiple Benefits – A New
Paradigm’.

Food safety, quality and certification
●

Conducting a training course on ‘Aquaculture Certification’ for officials from Pakistan’s
Fisheries Department, Punjab, focused on responsible aquaculture and sustainability;
standard systems for good aquaculture practices relevant to standard setting certification;
and accreditation to ensure responsive aquaculture and sustainability.

Training and education
●

●

Planning and collaborating with the International Ocean Institute (IOI) Thailand and
Thailand’s Department of Marine and Coastal Resources and related agencies in organization
of the ‘Second Training Course in Regional Ocean Governance Framework: Implementation
of UNCLOS and Its Related Instruments for the Southeast Asian Seas and the Indian Ocean’;
and
Conducting training of local officers and a survey of AMU in pangas catfish aquaculture in
Viet Nam; collaboration with the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA),
India and INFOFISH to support lecturers for a training course for shrimp farmers at Nellore,
Andhrapradesh, India.

Gender
●

Draft proposal for the Women, Youth and Aquaculture Project for submission for funding in
consultation with Meryl J. Williams, NACA mentor on gender.

Information and communication
●

Collaborating with FAO on the joint FAO-NACA expert workshop for the review of
conventional and newly emerging aquaculture practices, farming systems and facilities with
a focus on their implications to the potential need for updating the FAO aquaculture farming
system classification in current use for aquaculture statistical data collection and reporting
purposes.

SEAFDEC
SEAFDEC has been working with FAO through APFIC in strengthening our efforts to support the
implementation of a number of key areas through our regional programmes of activities. These
include our regional initiatives in combating IUU fishing under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC collaborative
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mechanism that has resulted in a number of major outputs, such as the ASEAN Catch
Documentation Scheme and its electronic support or the eACDS; Guidelines for Preventing the Entry
of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain; Regional Fishing
Vessels Record Database for Vessels 24 Meters in Length and Over; Regional Plan of Action for
Management of Fishing Capacity; and Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of Port
State Measures in the ASEAN Region.
We have also worked together for the promotion of the EAFM in the ASEAN region since 2014. Based
on the EAFM concept, a number of regional and national training courses has been conducted by
SEAFDEC in the region employing training modules of the FAO, APFIC and BoBLME projects and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
In promoting the SSF Guidelines, SEAFDEC developed a regional approach for their implementation
in ASEAN member countries through a policy brief entitled ‘Applying Human Rights-based and
Gender Equality Approaches to Small-scale Fisheries in Southeast Asia’.
Through APFIC, FAO and NACA have also supported SEAFDEC in the development and promotion
of sustainable aquaculture in Southeast Asia by providing the expertise necessary for our continued
effort to promote healthy and wholesome aquaculture, such as in addressing the issues on
transboundary aquatic animal diseases as well as in seeking alternative ingredients for the
production of aquafeed so that the region will no longer depend on fishmeal in the future. We have
also been promoting the resilience of aquaculture through the activities of our Philippine-based
Aquaculture Department of which the expertise of FAO and APFIC, in one way or another, has been
sourced, especially in: ‘Maintaining Environmental Integrity through Responsible Aquaculture’,
‘Meeting Social and Economic Challenges in Aquaculture’ and ‘Adapting to Climate Change’. These
could be SEAFDEC’s contributions to the attainment of the RBGI spearheaded by FAO/APFIC.
SEAFDEC looks forward with much anticipation to strengthening the collaboration and coordination
that we have already cemented with FAO and APFIC on the sustainable development and
management of fisheries and aquaculture in the Southeast Asian region for the food security of our
people.
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Appendix H: Endorsed 2018-2019 APFIC work plan
Activity

Tentative time

APFIC meetings
Seventh Regional Consultative Forum Meeting

7-9 May 2018

Thirty-fifth Session of APFIC

11-13 May 2018

Seventy-seventh Session of the APFIC EXCO

Early 2019

FAO support meetings and consultations
FAO regional meeting on supporting countries to combat IUU fishing in Asia

2018

FAO regional meeting on information and communication technologies
for SSF

September 2018

FAO regional consultation on antimicrobial resistance risks related to
aquaculture in Asia

September 2018

FAO regional consultation on fisheries co-management experiences

July 2019

FAO regional consultation on gender in fisheries and aquaculture

2019

FAO regional consultative aquaculture workshop on the identified
Commission priority theme

2019

FAO regional/country implementation support to global projects/programmes
GCP/GLO/645/NOR ‘Support the Social, Economic and Environmental
Transformation of the Small-scale Fisheries Sector Towards Its Better
Contribution to Food Security and Poverty Eradication as a Result of
Improved Policies, Strategies and Initiatives’

2015-2018

Global support programme ‘Support for the Implementation of the 2009
Port State Measures Agreement’, including:

2018-2019

GCP/INT/307/NOR ‘Port State Measures Support Project’
GCP/INT/321/EC ‘Support the Global Capacity Development Umbrella
Programme to Implement the PSMA and Complementary MCS
Operations, Measures & Tools, Including the Global Record’
GCP/GLO/690/NOR ‘Supporting the Application of EAF to Fisheries
Management Considering Climate and Pollution Impacts’

2017-2021

FAO regional project implementation and development
Implementation of GCP/RAS/289/GFF ‘Enabling Transboundary Cooperation
for Sustainable Management of the Indonesian Seas. Indonesian Seas large
Marine Ecosystems (ISLME)’

2017-2021

Formulation of BoBLME-II SAP implementation ‘Sustainable Management
of the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Programme’

2017-2019
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Implementation of TCP/RAS/3603 ‘Support Scaling up of Innovative
Rice-Aquaculture and Climate Resilient Tilapia Farming Practices for
Blue Growth in Asia-Pacific’

2017-2018

Implementation of TCP/RAS/3621 ‘Support to Countries to Address Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IUU)’

2018-2019

GEF 7 IW/BD project development support through the implementation
of TCP/RAS/3606/C3 ‘Promoting Sustainable Use of the Fishery Resources
of the Gulf of Thailand and Lower Mekong Basin Through the Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries – GEF IW Project Development’

2018

Implementation of FMM/RAS/298/MUL ‘Strengthening Capacities, Policies
and National Action Plans on Aquatic AMR’

2017-2018

FAO support for the implementation of country GCP and TCP projects
GCP/CPR/043/GFF ‘Securing Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use
in China’s Dongting Lake Protected Areas’

2017-2020

GCP/CPR/045/GFF ‘Demonstration of Estuarine Biodiversity Conservation,
Restoration and Protected Area Networking in China’

2017-2021

GCP/INS/303/GFF ‘Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable
Use into Inland Fisheries Practices in Freshwater Ecosystems of High
Conservation Value (lFish)’ (Indonesia)

2017-2021

GCP/LAO/022/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation in Wetlands Areas (CAWA) in Lao PDR’

2016-2021

GCP/BGD/055/LDF ‘Community-based Climate Resilient Fisheries and
Aquaculture Development in Bangladesh’

2017-2021

GCP/MYA/020/LDF ‘FishAdapt: Strengthening the Adaptive Capacity and
Resilience of Fisheries and Aquaculture-dependent Livelihoods in Myanmar’

2017-2021

UNFA/TIM/007/UND ‘Conservation Agriculture, Permaculture and Sustainable
Fisheries Management: Enhancing Food and Nutrition Security and
Reducing Disaster Risk in Timor-Leste’

2015-2018

National TCP projects:
●
TCP/BGD/3601
●
TCP/CMB/3607
●
TCP/CMB/3606/C3
●
TCP/CMB/3701/C1
●
TCP/INS/3606
●
TCP/MAL/3601/C1
●
TCP/MDV/3603/C3
●
TCP/MDV/3601/C1
●
TCP/MYA/3601
●
TCP/MYA/3606
●
TCP/PHI/3606-02
●
TCP/SRL/3610/C6
●
MDF/VIE/(mangrove-shrimp)

2017-2019
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FAO support for the development of national projects
Support to Cambodia-EU CapFish (capture fisheries) development

2018

Support to the development of Papua New Guinea-EU support to rural
entrepreneurship, investment and trade in Papua New Guinea (STREIT PNG)

2018

Support to the development of the proposal to scale up integrated
mangrove-shrimp farming in Southern Viet Nam

2017-2018

Formulation of GCP/MYA/025/GFF ‘My-Coast: Ecosystem-based
Conservation of Myanmar’s Southern Coastal Zone’

2018-2019

Formulation of GCP/CMB/037/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation and Resilience
in Cambodia’s Coastal Fishery Dependent Communities’

2018-2019

Support development of 1-2 GCF/GEF/IKI projects on climate change
adaptation and mitigation in the areas of fisheries, aquaculture

2018-2019

Support development of 3-5 FAO TCP projects’ support for sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture for blue growth

2018-2019

Support development of 1-2 GEF biodiversity/coastal management/Source
to Sea (S2S) and other integrated projects

2018-2019

Other FAO work to support the APFIC strategic programme
Formulation of the APFIC strategic programme for 2018-2023

2018

Regional review on status and trend of fisheries and aquaculture 2018

2018

Produce 6-8 publications, including APFIC meeting reports and technical
thematic publications, such as:

2018-2019

Review of ICT for SSF in Asia
Review of co-management experiences in Asia
Regional study on gender in fisheries and aquaculture in Asia
Regional study on demographic changes in fisheries communities
Case studies on AMR risks related to aquaculture in Asia
Report on the regional consultation on promoting responsible
production and use of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable
growth of aquaculture in Asia-Pacific
Report on regional consultation on building resilience of fisheries
and aquaculture in Asia-Pacific
Technical report on the piloting of aquaculture planning and
management tools
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The APFIC Secretariat will continue to support and collaborate with
international and regional fisheries and aquaculture bodies.
Take part in the 33rd COFI Session
Take part in the Seventh Meeting of the Network of Secretariats
of Regional Fisheries Bodies (RFBs)
Take part in the Tenth Session of the COFI Subcommittee for
Aquaculture
Take part in the governing council, programme steering committee
and technical advisory committee meetings of NACA, SEAFDEC, MRC,
BoB-IGO and other regional fisheries and aquaculture bodies
Technically support the regional events organized by regional
fisheries and aquaculture bodies
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2018-2019

Appendix I: Working documents of the 35th APFIC Session
APFIC/18/02

E

March 2018

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Intersessional activities of APFIC
1.

Since the last APFIC session held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 12 to 14 February 2016, extensive
activities have been carried out to implement APFIC’s Programme of Work in the Coming
Biennium endorsed by the last session (APFIC/18/02) as well as to align with the priority work
identified by the recent APFIC sessions and EXCOs.

2.

The intersessional activities of APFIC have been carried out primarily to respond to the needs
of the members at regional and country levels, which have contributed to FAO’s new strategic
programmes, in particular Strategic Programme 2 ‘Increase and Improve Provision of Goods and
Services from Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in a Sustainable Manner’ and Strategic
Programme 5 ‘Increase the Resilience of Livelihoods to Threats and Crises’. The intersessional
activities of APFIC are planned and implemented largely to support the RBGI in Asia and the
Pacific, the regional One Health Programme and the regional Climate Change Programme.

Secretariat activities related to the Commission’s role
3.

The Secretary Interim participated in the Ninth Session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture
of the FAO Committee for Fisheries – (COFI-AQ), which was held in Rome, Italy, from 24 to
27 December 2017. The session included the following major agenda items:
●

●

●

The report on FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture Department’s efforts in implementing the
recommendations of the past sessions of the COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture;
The report on implementation of the CCRF provisions relevant to aquaculture and culturebased fisheries by member countries;
Aquaculture, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)/Agenda 2030 and FAO’s common
vision for sustainable food and agriculture;

●

The report on the special event on AMR and AMU in aquaculture;

●

The report from the Secretariat of the COFI Sub-Committee on Fish Trade: for information;

●

The report on aquatic genetic resources for aquaculture development;

●

The report on extension for aquaculture development;
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●

●

The special event on ‘Aquaculture in the Small Island Developing States (SIDS): Blue Growth
Opportunities for SIDS in a Changing Climate Context’; and
Progress reporting on the implementation of the technical guidelines on aquaculture
certification and the evaluation framework to assess conformity of aquaculture certification
schemes with the guidelines.

4.

Following the decision of the last session and the EXCO, the Secretariat organized the
preparation of the draft APFIC strategy for 2019 to 2023.

5.

The 76th EXCO meeting of APFIC was convened from 21 to 23 February 2017 in Manila, the
Philippines.

Restructure of the concept note for FAO’s regional initiative on blue growth
6.

FAO started to implement the RBGI to contribute to blue economic growth. The implementation
of the RBGI was welcomed by the Commission members at the 34th Session and 33rd FAO
APRC. It was also strongly recommended that there is a need to expand the scope and coverage
of the RBGI to focus more broadly on all aquatic resource-related sectors and cover more
countries in the implementation. Responding to the recommendations, the Secretariat
restructured the original concept note of the RBGI into a new programmatic framework, which
is much more inclusive. It will be introduced under Agenda Item 7.

Organization of regional meetings and workshops
7.

The Secretariat/FAO has independently or jointly organized or supported more than 20 regional
and international workshops and a major regional consultative workshop, notable for the
participation of APFIC member countries and the excellent partnership with a range of regional
fishery organizations, institutions and projects. They number:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

The Eleventh Asia Fisheries and Aquaculture Forum and Seafood Exhibition (11th AFAF),
3-7 August 2016, Bangkok, Thailand;
Regional Training Workshop on Aquaculture Planning and Management Tools, 7-15 &
21-23 November 2016, Bangkok, Thailand;
Global Conference on Climate Change Adaptation within Fisheries and Aquaculture –
Sharing Experiences on the Ground, 8-10 August 2016, Bangkok, Thailand;
Regional Consultation on Responsible Production and Use of Feed and Feed Ingredients for
Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific, 7-9 March 2017, Bangkok, Thailand;
Regional Workshop on Promoting Innovative Integrated Agro-Aquaculture for Blue Growth,
12-17 June 2017, Kunming, China;
Regional Training Workshop on Innovative Rice-Fish Farming and Climate Resilient Tilapia
Farming Practices, 12-14 September 2017, Bangkok, Thailand;
Regional Evaluation and Dissemination Workshop on Pilot Application of Aquaculture
Planning and Management Tools, 6-8 December 2017, Kamphaengphet, Thailand;
Seventh APFIC Regional Consultative Forum, 7-9 May 2018, Cebu, the Philippines;
Regional Consultation Stakeholder Workshop on the Proposal for a Basin wide Fisheries
Management and Development Strategy. Siem Reap, Cambodia, 11 October 2016. MRC/
SEAFDEC;
The First Regional Technical Consultation on Labor Aspects within the Fishing Industry in
the ASEAN Region, 25-27 February 2016, Bangkok, Thailand. SEAFDEC;
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●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

Regional Technical Consultation on a Regional Approach to the Implementation of the FAO
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication, 7-9 June 2016, Bangkok, Thailand. SEAFDEC;
Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State Measures to Improve
Fisheries Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia, 7-10 November 2016.
SEAFDEC;
Ninth RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee Meeting, 22-24 November 2016. Bangkok,
Thailand. RPOA-IUU;
Twenty-third Intergovernmental Meeting of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia
(COBSEA), 27-28 February 2017. Bangkok, Thailand;
Third Andaman Sea Sub Region Meeting, 18-20 October 2016. Bangkok, Thailand. SEAFDEC;
Sixth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region, 28 February to 2 March 2017. Bangkok,
Thailand. SEAFDEC;
Experts Workshop on Regional Approach for the Implementation of FAO Voluntary
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries: Human Rights-based Approach
and Gender Equitability, 26-28 September 2017, Bangkok, Thailand. SEAFDEC;
Regional Consultation on Building Climate Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture in the AsiaPacific Region, 14-16 November 2017, Bangkok, Thailand;
EAF-Nansen Programme Bay of Bengal Regional Planning Meeting, 16-18 August 2017.
Colombo, Sri Lanka;
The Regional Training on Port State Measures Implementation in Southeast Asia, 20-23
February 2018. Bangkok, Thailand. SEAFDEC; and
Twenty-fourth Intergovernmental Meeting of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia
(COBSEA), 25-26 April 2018. Bangkok, Thailand.

Collaboration with other international/regional bodies
8.

The APFIC Secretariat has actively pursued collaboration with a number of regional and
international organizations, providing advisory inputs or acting as technical resource persons
to their major events, such as governing council meetings, programme steering committee
meetings, policy consultations and technical workshops and conferences. The regional and
international organizations supported by the Secretariat during the intersessional period
include ASEAN, NACA, SEAFDEC, BoBP-IGO, MRC, RPOA-IUU and AFS etc.

Direct assistance and advice to member countries
9.

APFIC has provided direct technical assistance and policy advice to members in addressing
country- and regional-level fisheries and aquaculture development issues. The APFIC Secretariat
provided direct support to five national workshops/conferences in India, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Thailand and Viet Nam. The Secretariat provided technical supervision and backstopping to the
implementation of 17 FAO TCP projects and eight Trust Fund supported national and regional
projects, which included:
●
●

●

GCP/RAS/236/GFF ‘Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project’ (BoBLME);
GCP/CPR/043/GFF ‘Securing Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use in China’s
Dongting Lake Protected Areas’;
GCP/CPR/045/GFF ‘Demonstration of Estuarine Biodiversity Conservation, Restoration and
Protected Area Networking in China’;

53

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

UNJP/PHI/066/UNJ ‘Restoring Fisheries Livelihoods in Conflict-Affected Areas in Mindanao’;
GCP/SRL/062/EC ‘Poverty Reduction through Agricultural Development’ (covering inland
fisheries and aquaculture);
GCP/SRL/071/CAN ‘Capacity Enhancement of NARA for Marine Resource Surveys and
Stock Assessments in Coastal Waters of Sri Lanka: Phase II: Implementation of Fisheries
Co-Management Plans’;
GCP/DRK/009/ROK ‘Support Marine and Inland Aquaculture in Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea’;
MTF/BGD/046/STF (STDF/BG/321) ‘Building Trade Capacity of Small-scale Shrimp and Prawn
Farmers in Bangladesh – Investing in the Bottom of the Pyramid Approach’;
TCP/RAS/3511 ‘Piloting of Aquaculture Planning and Management Tools in Selected ASEAN
Members’;
TCP/MON/3501 ‘Developing Aquaculture for Improved Fish Supply in Mongolia’;
TCP/BGD/3501 ‘Enhancing Aquaculture Production for Food Security and Rural
Development Through Better Seed and Feed Production and Management with Special
Focus on Public-Private Partnership’;
TCP/CAM/3503 ‘Good Community Fish Refuges Management Practices for Food Security in
Four Provinces’;
TCP/INS/3501-03 ‘Integrated Economic Zone Development Based on Blue Economy in
Lombok Island, Indonesia’;
TCP/INS/3502 ‘Decent Work for Food Security and Sustainable Rural Development
(DW4FS&SRD): Support to Selected Coastal Communities Along the Seaweed Value Chain’;
TCP/DRK/3506 ‘Strengthening Pen and Cage Fish Farming in Integrated Freshwater
Aquaculture System’;
TCP/MAL/3501-01 ‘Strengthening Aquaculture Biosecurity Capacity of Malaysia’s
Department of Fisheries’;
TCP/MDV/3501-01 ‘Assistance in Support of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector in
Maldives’;
TCP/PAK/3502 ‘Promotion of Good Aquaculture Practices (GAqP) in Farming of Carps and
Other Potential Finfish in Punjab and Balochistan Provinces’;
TCP/PHI/3502 ‘Building Capacities for a Climate Resilient Tilapia Farming in the Philippines’;
TCP/SRL/3502 ‘Improving Seabass (Lates calcarifer) Aquaculture in Sri Lanka through Better
Feed and Health Management’;
TCP/SRL/3503-03 ‘Technical Assistance on Human Resource Capacity Building Related to
Fish Genetics and Brood Stock Management in Sri Lanka’;
TCP/SRL/3503-04 ‘Development of Strategy for Aquaculture Value Chain Development for
Improved Income Generation of Small Aquaculture and Fish Supply to Consumers’;
TCP/SRL/3503-06 ‘Inter-laboratory Proficiency Test (Ring Test) for Detection of White Spot
Syndrome Virus (WSSV) by PCR in Sri Lanka’;
TCP/TIM/3502-04 ‘Feasibility Study and Pilot Culture Production of Marine Finfish Cage
Culture (Grouper, Snapper) in Timor-Leste’; and
TCP/VIE/3502-04 ‘Assessment of Causes and Impacts of Failed Intensive Shrimp Farming on
Livelihoods of Small Farmers and Piloting Sustainable Shrimp Farming Through Organic
Farming Supported with Rehabilitation of Destroyed Mangroves in Provinces of Soc Trang
and Bac Lieu, Viet Nam’.
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New regional and country projects approved that support the work and objectives of the
Commission
10. In order to support the priority work of the Commission, over 20 new regional and country
projects were formulated and approved for implementation with the support of the Secretariat:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

GCP/RAS/289/GEF ‘Enabling Transboundary Cooperation for Sustainable Management of
the Indonesian Seas (ISLME)’;
FMM/RAS/298/MUL (643756) ‘Strengthening Capacities, Policies and National Action Plans
on Aquatic AMR’;
TCP/RAS/3603 An FAO regional TCP project was approved to support the scaling up of
innovative integrated rice-aquaculture and climate-resilient tilapia farming practices in five
member countries;
TCP/RAS/3603 ‘Support Scaling up of Innovative Agro-Aquaculture Practices and Climate
Resilient Tilapia Farming in Asia-Pacific’;
TCP/RAS/3621 A regional TCP project to support combating IUU and implementation of
PSMA was formulated and approved for implementation.
GCP/BGD/055/LDF ‘Community-based Climate Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture
Development in Bangladesh’;
TCP/BGD/3601 ‘Technical Support for Stock Assessment of Marine Resources in Bangladesh’;
TCP/CMB/3607 ‘Supporting the National Technical Capacity Building for Developing Shrimp
Farming Sector in Cambodia’;
TCP/CMB/3606/C4 ‘Support to Sustainable Fisheries Including Through a Modern Fisheries
Law’;
GCP/INS/303/GFF ‘Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use into Inland
Fisheries Practices in Freshwater Ecosystems of High Conservation Value (lFish)’;
TCP/INS/3606 ‘Supporting Local Feed Self-Sufficiency for Inland Aquaculture in Indonesia’;
TCP/INS/3603-01 ‘Preparation of a Full TCP Project Supporting Local Feed Self-Sufficiency for
Inland Aquaculture Development in Indonesia’;

●

GCP/LAO/022/LDF ‘Climate Change Adaptation in Wetlands Areas (CAWA) in Lao PDR’;

●

TCP/MAL/3601/C1 ‘Support to Combatting IUU and Implementing FAO PSMA in Malaysia’;

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

TCP/MDV/3603 C3 ‘Development of a National Plan of Action to Combat IUU Fishing (NPOAIUU) in Maldives’;
TCP/MDV/3601-C1 ‘Scaling-up of Climate-Smart Agriculture and Climate-Proofing of
Fisheries Management for Resilient Food Systems in Maldives’;
TCP/MYA/3601 ‘Improvement of Data Collection on Fisheries and Aquaculture Production:
Pilot System for the Yangon Region’;
TCP/MYA/3606 ‘Improvement of Tilapia Seed Production and Grow-Out Culture
Management in Myanmar’;
GCP/MYA/020/LDF ‘FishAdapt: Strengthening the Adaptive Capacity and Resilience of
Fisheries and Aquaculture – Dependent Livelihoods in Myanmar’;
TCP/PHI/3606/C2 ‘Supporting Aquaculture Resources Mapping and Development Planning
Through ICT-based Solutions’;
TCP/SRL/3602/C2 TCPF ‘Support in Establishing a Technical Cooperation Project to Combat
IUU Fishing in Sri Lanka’;
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●

●

TCP/SRL/3603 ‘Capacity Building to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing (IUU Fishing)’; and
FAO/MDF/VIE ‘Promote Scaling Up of Integrated Mangrove-Shrimp Farming System in
Viet Nam’.

Major regional and country projects under discussion that support the work and objectives
of the Commission
11. In order to support priority work identified by the Commission, the Secretariat is working with
donors and concerned member countries in formulating a number of new regional and country
projects. Significant progress has been made on the following projects:
●

●

●

●

●

GCP/RAS/269/GEF Global Environment Facility project – ‘The Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem-Phase II’ is being formulated and waiting for GEF Secretariat approval to
formulate the full project;
GCP/CMB/037/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation and Resilience in Cambodia’s Coastal Fishery
Dependent Communities’ – waiting for GEF Secretariat approval to formulate the full project;
TCP/RAS/3606/C3 ‘Promoting Sustainable Use of the Fishery Resources of 1) The Gulf of
Thailand and 2) Lower Mekong Basin Through the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries’ –
support to GEF-7 project development;
GEF-6 project for Myanmar ‘My-Coast: Ecosystem-Based Conservation of Myanmar’s
Southern Coastal Zone’ – the full project is under development; and
TCP/CMB/3701/C1 support to the formulation of the EU-funded ‘Cambodia Programme for
Sustainable and Inclusive Growth in the Fisheries Sector: Capture Component (CaPFish
Capture)’.

APFIC publications and Internet-based information dissemination
12. The Secretariat continued to maintain the APFIC Web site <http://www.apfic.org> until
updating responsibility was transferred to the FAO server <http://www.fao.org/apfic/en/> in July
2016.
13. The Secretariat produced the following major publications on APFIC meeting events and
technical subjects:
●

Regional overview of aquaculture trends in the Asia-Pacific Region 2014 (FAORAP, 2016/26);

●

Report on the APFIC 6th Regional Consultative Forum Meeting (FAORAP, 2017);

●

Report on the 76th Executive Committee Meeting (FAORAP, 2017);

●

●

Sustainable intensification of aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region: Documentation of
successful practices (FAO, 2016); and
Report of the Thirty-fourth Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC), 12-14
February 2016, Colombo, Sri Lanka (FAO, 2016).

Suggested action by the EXCO
14. The Commission is invited to review and comment on the intersessional activities carried out
by the Secretariat.
15. The Commission is welcome to identify obvious gaps that should be highlighted for addressal
by the Secretariat and member countries.
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APFIC/18/03

E

March 2018

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Report of the Seventy-sixth Executive Committee meeting
1.

The EXCO of APFIC convened its 76th Session at the Dusit Thani Hotel, Manila, the Philippines,
from 21 to 23 February 2017, hosted by the Government of the Philippines. The full report of
the meeting is presented as information paper APFIC/18/INF-04.

2.

The EXCO reviewed the intersessional activities under the biennial APFIC work plan and
provided input to the organization of the 35th Session and 7th RCFM. The EXCO also made
additional recommendations on the work plan and on administrative and budgetary matters.

3.

The EXCO agreed that its 76th Session would be convened in Thailand in 2019, pending
confirmation by the Government of Thailand.

4.

Specific recommendations of the 76th Session are summarized below.

Improving monitoring of trends and issues
5.

The EXCO discussed ongoing efforts to improve monitoring of trends and issues in fisheries and
aquaculture by the Commission and welcomed the updated regional overview on the status
and trends of aquaculture and capture fisheries in the Asia and Pacific region.

6.

The EXCO recommended analysis and distribution of a regional-level consolidation of the
country-level responses to the 2015 FAO questionnaire on the implementation of the CCRF. This
was to inform APFIC member countries and their respective FAO country offices about advances
in fisheries management in the region and to assist member countries in their reporting on
progress with the SDGs.

7.

The EXCO recognized the complexity of estimating and monitoring IUU fishing and suggested
that APFIC support the development of technical guidelines on methodologies for estimating
the effects of IUU fishing for the APFIC region.

8.

The need for guidance on monitoring of the implementation of the SSF Guidelines, including
guidance on defining small-scale fisheries within each member country, and support to
national-level efforts to achieve and report on the SDG Target 14b, relating specifically to
small-scale fisheries, was noted and welcomed.
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Supporting the implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the context of national food security
and poverty eradication
9.

The EXCO reviewed the ongoing and planned intersessional activities related to the
development and implementation of the SSF Guidelines and underscored their importance in
relation to value chains in the region. The EXCO welcomed continued support for the
implementation of the SSF Guidelines at national and regional levels and requested
mechanisms for enabling the sharing of experiences on implementing them, including
a consultative workshop on the use of ICT in support of the small-scale fisheries sector.

FAO actions supporting member countries to combat IUU and implement the FAO PSMA
10. The EXCO agreed that IUU fishing was a significant problem in the APFIC region and for APFIC
member countries and that support from APFIC was appropriate. They noted that there were
many other partners engaged in this work and coordination would be essential.
11. The EXCO supported the proposed FAO regional project as an important part of the efforts to
combat IUU. The proposed project outputs include enhanced regional cooperation in support
of addressing IUU and PSMA implementation and strengthened national capacity for the
implementation of the IPOA-IUU and PSMA.
12. The EXCO noted that work to combat IUU and implement the PSMA would require
multidisciplinary and cross-cutting approaches including sectors outside of fisheries. The
importance of political leadership and ownership was stressed.
13. The EXCO noted the importance of sharing experiences among countries in the region that are
at different levels of planning and implementation.
14. The importance of and difficulties in ensuring the engagement of the small-scale fisheries
sector were stressed. It was also noted that in many countries, the terms ‘small scale’ and ‘large
scale’ are defined differently.
15. The EXCO noted that national legal frameworks and strong governance were also required for
the implementation of the IPOA-IUU and the PSMA and suggested that wherever possible
domestic IUU and inland IUU fishing issues should be considered during discussions on IUU.
Fisheries management and promotion of the EAFM
16. The EXCO noted the importance of integrating EAFM approaches into forthcoming FAO projects
and programmes and recognized the potential for the approach in planning and implementing
climate change adaptations for the sector.
17. The EXCO noted the actions taken by member countries in support of implementing the EAFM
approach.
18. The EXCO enquired about the progress of developing the EAA and noted the FAO technical
guidelines on EAA and the forthcoming publication on EAA indicators. The EXCO proposed that
EAA training modules be developed to support the implementation of the EAA.
Building resilience to climate change
19. The EXCO commended the Secretariat on its efforts in documenting climate change impacts
and vulnerabilities as well as adaptation and GHG mitigation priorities within the sector. The
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need to ensure representation of the sector in national climate change strategies and
implementation plans was underscored and the EXCO welcomed FAO’s continued support in
this area.
20. The EXCO welcomed the draft FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Climate Change Strategy (20172020) and requested a follow-up APFIC/FAO regional consultative workshop entitled
‘Implications of Climate Change for Fisheries and Aquaculture: Challenges for Adaptation and
Mitigation in the Asia-Pacific Region’. The purposes of this would be twofold: to provide
information on national and regional actions as well as technological and methodological
advances; and to identify capacity gaps and other constraints of the APFIC member countries
in coping effectively with climate change challenges and maintaining the sustainability of the
fisheries and aquaculture sector in the region.
Introduction to FAO’s regional initiative for blue growth in the Asia-Pacific region
21. The EXCO complimented FAO on the wide range of activities implemented under the RBGI and
the achievements to date. The EXCO sought clarification on the relationship between the RBGI
and other FAO implementation mechanisms.
22. Responding to a comment from the EXCO, the Secretariat explained the background of the RBGI
and further explained its significance in terms of implementing, monitoring and reporting on
FAO’s strategic framework.
23. The EXCO recognized the role of the RBGI in advocating the value of ocean and inland water
resources and its focus on improved efficiency and sustainability in the use of aquatic resources
– produce more with less – to contribute to food and nutrition security, livelihoods and
economic growth.
24. The EXCO also noted and welcomed the expansion of the RBGI from efficient aquaculture
production through innovations to fisheries more broadly and building resilience.
APFIC work plan 2017-2018
25. The EXCO endorsed the APFIC work plan for 2017 to 2018 as proposed by the Secretariat and
suggested it should be incorporated into the ongoing FAO Country Programme Framework
processes in the concerned member countries.
Road map to develop the 2018-2023 APFIC strategic plan
26. The EXCO agreed that the current strategic plan (2012-2018), which has provided general
guidance for the work of the Commission, is now approaching its end and it is appropriate that
a new one be developed for endorsement by APFIC members at the 35th APFIC Session in
2018.
27. The EXCO recommended that the Secretariat consult with other regional bodies and entities
to ensure synergy and alignment of the strategic plan. The EXCO suggested that additional
technical areas for APFIC might include certification and trade issues, governance and legal
frameworks and collaboration with regional partners.
28. The EXCO endorsed the road map and agreed that the Secretariat should recruit a consultant
to support the work.
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APFIC budget and administrative matters
29. The Secretary reported the financial status of the Commission, the levels of co-finance leveraged
for Commission activities in the last biennium and expected resourcing over the coming
biennium.
30. The EXCO reviewed the estimated budget for the current activities during the biennium and
requested clarification on certain points.
31. The Secretary noted that FAO internal planning processes had changed and that earmarked
funds were no longer allocated to the FAO regional commissions at the start of the biennium.
In addition, the APFIC biennial work plan does not coincide with the FAO regular programme
financial planning.
Preparation for the 7th APFIC RCFM and the 35th Session of APFIC
32. The EXCO was advised on the preparations for the 7th APFIC RCFM and arrangements for the
35th Session of the Commission in 2018.
33. The EXCO agreed that these two events would each last for three days and run back-to-back
over a period of six or seven days at the same venue.
34. The EXCO discussed the proposed agenda for the 7th RCFM and recommended the following
amendments: that a ‘One Health’ session should include emerging diseases; that the APFIC
Secretariat should provide an overview of current compliance requirements of importing
markets; and that regional supply chain actors should be informed that EAF and EAF
implementation experiences should also be included.
35. The EXCO suggested that member countries’ brief contributions cover efforts to improve
management across capture fisheries and aquaculture but agreed that large parts of the
agenda should not be dedicated to member country presentations on single themes as this
would take up too much time. Members are encouraged to develop posters to share detailed
information on activities.
Date and place of the 77th Session of the APFIC EXCO
36. The EXCO was advised on the preparations for the 7th APFIC RCFM and arrangements for the
35th Session of the Commission in 2018.
37. In accordance with the established precedents, the delegate of Thailand, the Vice-Chair country
of the 76th APFIC EXCO proposed tentatively that Thailand host the 77th Session of the APFIC
EXCO from 19 to 21 February 2019.
38. The EXCO welcomed Thailand’s proposal on the venue and date for the 77th Session of the
APFIC EXCO.
Suggested action by the Commission
39. The Commission is invited to review the report of the 74th Meeting of the APFIC EXCO for
endorsement and to consider the specific recommendations therein.
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APFIC/18/04

E

October 2015

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Summary report on the Seventh APFIC RCFM
1.

The 7th RCFM, conducted from 7 to 9 May 2018, was convened in Cebu, the Philippines to
provide a platform for member countries and APFIC regional partners to share knowledge on
the theme ‘Sustainable Development for Resilient Blue Growth of Fisheries and Aquaculture’ and
to discuss major issues and required strategy and actions at country and regional levels. The
forum was attended by 80 participants from 16 countries, together with representatives from
ten regional and international partner organizations and projects.

2.

The 7th RCFM commenced with welcome remarks by the Undersecretary and Director of the
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, the Philippines’ Department of Agriculture and
opening remarks by the FAO Representative in the Philippines. The Deputy Director of the
Fisheries and Aquaculture Division of the FAO delivered a keynote address on ‘Sustainable
development for resilient blue growth of fisheries and aquaculture’ in the plenary session,
providing a global perspective of the contributions of fisheries and aquaculture to sustainable
blue growth and examples of blue growth implementation around the world. The second part
of the plenary session reviewed the status, trends and major issues in aquaculture and fisheries
and the importance of blue growth in this respect.

3.

Following the plenary session, the 7th RCFM convened two parallel fisheries and aquaculture
sessions on four thematic areas for member countries and regional organization partners to
share their recent efforts and experiences on major issues faced by the sector in their countries
and regions and to discuss the required strategy and actions to effectively address the issues.
The four thematic areas contained 14 subthemes:

Theme 1. Improvements in fisheries and aquaculture governance
●

Strengthen aquaculture planning and management through adoption of relevant tools;

●

Strengthen aquaculture regulation, EAA and zonal development;

●

Experiences and lessons on combating IUU fishing; and

●

Promoting and implementing the EAF co-management approaches.
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Theme 2. Innovative fisheries and aquaculture production and management systems and
practices for more efficient and sustainable production
●
●

Promote climate-resilient/smart aquaculture;
Promote scaling up of innovative aquaculture systems/practices for more sustainable and
efficient production;

●

Implementation of the SSF Guidelines; and

●

Innovations in technologies and practices for sustainable fisheries/use of ICT.

Theme 3. Building resilience of fisheries and aquaculture systems in the Asia-Pacific region
●

Aquaculture insurance for resilience of small farm holders;

●

Risk of AMR in aquaculture and required coping strategy and actions; and

●

Lessons and experiences on risk management, DRM and CCA for resilient fisheries.

Theme 4. Gender-sensitive and inclusive fisheries and aquaculture value chains
●

●
●

Promote responsible production and use of feed and ingredients for sustainable
aquaculture growth;
Enhance women’s roles and benefit sharing along the aquaculture value chain; and
Actions, experiences and lessons learned on value addition, reducing food loss, improving
access to markets and trade, and promoting gender equality in capture fisheries value
chains.

4.

Working group sessions were conducted to allow the participants to consolidate their
experiences and to discuss remaining challenges and recommendations for member country
governments and regional partners to effectively address the challenges.

5.

The findings from the four thematic sessions were presented to the plenary for comment,
modification and endorsement on the third day of the 7th RCFM. The key conclusions and
recommendations endorsed by the 7th RCFM are presented in APFIC/18/INF-05.

6.

In summary, the participants recognized the great advances in the four thematic areas
pertaining to sustainable and resilient fisheries and aquaculture for blue growth in the region
through national and regional efforts in addressing priority issues; i.e. combating IUU fishing,
strengthening regulations on aquaculture, implementing good fisheries and aquaculture
development approaches and practices such as EAF, EAA, aquaculture zonal development,
innovative aquaculture systems and practices, and developing inclusive and gender-sensitive
fisheries and aquaculture value chains.

7.

There are various remaining and emerging challenges to the sustainability and resilience of the
fisheries and aquaculture sector. To effectively address these challenges requires concerted
efforts within and across governments, NGOs, CSOs and development and research partners.
These include: i) improved knowledge on the contributions of the sector to food and nutrition
security, livelihoods and economic growth, the impacts of changes in the environment on the
sector and dependent communities, the environmental footprints of the sector; ii) strengthened
enabling environments, knowledge bases and human capacity for adopting appropriate
planning and management tools, including ICTs; iii) increased awareness and collaborative
efforts to address issues relating to aquaculture feed, risk of AMR associated with aquaculture
and reduced fish loss in postharvesting; and iv) clearer understanding of gender-differentiated
roles along the value chain.
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8.

In addition, there remains a considerable need in many member countries for re-inforced legal
frameworks and guiding policies to ensure human rights-based and environmentally friendly
development of the region’s fisheries and aquaculture sectors in line with the SSF Guidelines
and the CCRF.

9.

More targeted DRM and climate change strategies and technologies for the sector are needed
in several countries. There is also a need for increased efforts to combat IUU fishing in the
region. Continued and strengthened sharing of experiences and knowledge and collaborative
efforts across the countries in the region are required to attain the full potential of blue growth
in Asia and the Pacific.

Suggested action by the Commission
10. The Commission is invited to comment on the summary recommendations of the 7th RCFM
and endorse the recommendations with suggested revisions and amendments.
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APFIC/18/05

E

March 2018

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Regional overview of the status and trends of fisheries and
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region 2016
1.

The regional overview of the status and trend of fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific
region is an effort by the Secretariat to analyse the short-term performance of the fisheries and
aquaculture sector in the region every two years. For various reasons, the last regional overview
only covered the aquaculture sector. The draft regional overview of the status and trends of
fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region 2016 is provided as APFIC/18/INF-06.

Geographical scope and source of data
2.

This review covers the countries, entities and areas of the Asia-Pacific region that report fisheries
and aquaculture statistics to FAO, and which are within the purview of APFIC. The review covers
capture production from marine and inland waters. FAO’s Global fishery and aquaculture statistics
(FAO_FI_GLOBALS Version 2016.1.2) is the main source of data. The time series data are
generated using FAO FishStat software. Other sources of data are Globefish and the Fishery
Commodities Global Production and Trade database.

General context
Contribution to national economies
3.

Fisheries continue to make a significant contribution to national economies in the region
including gross domestic product (GDP), trade, employment and nutrition, especially those in
the Pacific and LDCs. Fisheries account for more than 1 percent of the GDP in many of the
Pacific island countries and as high as 43 percent in the Marshall Islands. The economic
contribution of capture fisheries production is relatively smaller in Southeast and South Asian
countries.

Trade
4.

Fisheries and aquaculture commodities remain among the most traded worldwide, providing
benefits such as employment along the value chain and contribute to the economic growth
of the member countries in the region. Seven countries of the Asia-Pacific region ranked in the
top ten importing and exporting countries in the world, with China remaining as the biggest
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global exporter of fisheries commodities. Thailand is the second largest exporter, followed
closely by Viet Nam. In terms of import value, Japan is the highest value importer in the region
followed by China, Hong Kong SAR, the Republic of Korea and Thailand.
Employment
5.

There are limited up-to-date figures on employment in the capture fisheries and aquaculture
sectors in the Asia-Pacific region, but some analysis is possible with existing data from 2011 to
2012. Countries do not report standardized data on employment (and use different criteria for
aggregating). For APFIC countries, approximately 48 million people are reported to be employed
in the fisheries and aquaculture sector. China, the country with the highest number of fishers,
had an estimated 9.9 million engaged in capture fisheries in 2014, accounting for 24 percent
of the world’s total and 38 percent of the total number of fishers in selected Asia-Pacific
countries. India followed with 8.4 million fishers recorded in 2013, 3.3 million being engaged
in full-time fishing. In Myanmar, almost 3 million people were engaged in capture fisheries;
24 percent of the total number are full-time fishers and the rest are engaged seasonally or to
supplement their diverse livelihoods. Although the number of people employed in fisheries has
increased in several countries in the region, the number in some countries has declined (e.g.
in Australia, Japan and New Zealand).

6.

Gender-disaggregated employment data are not available in many countries but are important,
because women are actively engaged in the postharvest and service sectors and many of them
are also engaged in capture fishing itself. Improving statistical data collection in the fisheries
sector would address the actual engagement of women and improve their access to necessary
resources and decision-making processes. The limited availability and inconsistency of available
data on employment are significant obstacles in the formulation of fisheries-related
employment policies in the region.

Importance of fish in human nutrition
7.

Fish and fish products are one of the most important sources of animal protein, accounting for
about 17 percent at the global level, but exceeding 50 percent in many countries. They also
provide other valuable nutrients such as the long-chain omega-3 fatty acids. Fish and fish
products play a very important role in the food and nutritional security of rural, urban and
coastal populations throughout Asia and the Pacific. FAO statistics used to estimate per capita
consumption show widely varying rates with Maldives at 185 kg/per capita per year, followed
by China, Hong Kong SAR, Myanmar and Malaysia. Many countries in the region consume less
than 10 kg per capita per year including Timor-Leste, Bhutan, India, Nepal and Pakistan.

8.

The 32nd Session of COFI in 2016 recommended developing policies and field programmes that
allow countries to invest in nutrition-focused fish and aquaculture value-chain development,
giving particular attention to the role of small- and medium-scale enterprises. The Committee
further pointed out the need for adequate consideration to policies and interventions that
make the nutritional benefits of increased fish consumption available to all.

Capture fisheries
Issues of ‘nei’ reporting and species composition in national statistics
9.

As in previous years, a significant proportion of the region’s capture production reported to FAO
is not identified at the species level, but is grouped as ‘nei’ (not elsewhere included). For
example, as marine/freshwater fish nei, marine/freshwater nei. In 2004 the amount of capture
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production that was reported in the Asia-Pacific region and not identified at species, genus or
family level was approximately 13 197 million tonnes (29.5 percent); this had risen to 32 percent
of the regional total production by 2014 (17 122 million tonnes). The consistently high reporting
of nei marine fish makes management decision-making difficult and may have a number of
causes such as the capture of juveniles and smaller, lower-value species that are harder to
identify.
Fisheries production
10. Overall, global marine capture fisheries production remained relatively stable in comparison to
previous years but with a small growth of 2.3 percent since 2012 (which amounted to 94.6
million tonnes in 2014). Marine capture yield dominated production with 82.7 million tonnes.
The Asia-Pacific region continues to be the world’s largest producer of fish and represents
61 percent of the global marine capture production.
11. Inland fisheries production in the APFIC region continued to increase and reached 11.9 million
tonnes in 2014. At the same time, the Asia-Pacific region accounted for 66 percent of global
inland fisheries production.
12. In 2014, the overall marine capture fisheries production in Asia and the Pacific outside of China
continued growing and reported its highest catch ever at 50 million tonnes (and 29 million
tonnes without China). This was largely due to the growth of Southeast Asian production in
recent years.
13. The total inland capture production without China was the highest recorded volume ever,
indicating remarkable growth of the sector, with a 44 percent increase from 3.2 million tonnes
in 2004 to 5.7 million in 2014, mostly due to the increase of production in the Southeast Asian
subregion.
Fishing fleet
14. There are approximately 3.5 million fishing vessels in Asia and 8 600 vessels in the Pacific and
Oceania, accounting for 75 and 0.2 percent of the global fleet respectively.3 China had the
largest fishing fleet with 1 million vessels in 2014. This was followed by Indonesia (810 000
vessels), the Philippines (470 000 vessels) and Australia (320 000 vessels). The number of
registered fishing vessels increased from 3.3 million in 2010 to 3.5 million in 2014. Some
countries have reported increases in the number of vessels. Indonesia, for example, reported
numbers of unmotorized vessels increasing ten-fold from 31 000 vessels in 2010 to 321 000
vessels in 2014, and the number of motorized vessels increased from 400 000 to 480 000 in the
same period.
15. In the region, around 70 percent of registered fishing vessels (excluding Australia) were enginepowered in 2014. The proportion of motorized vessels ranged from 39 to 98 percent across the
region. The figures for non-powered vessels were most likely underestimated and do not reflect
accurate vessel composition and fishing capacity.
Species composition
16. In 2014, pelagic marine fish dominated the region’s catch composition, which accounted for
32 percent of the total catch (12.6 million tonnes). They were followed by demersal marine fish
(19 percent, 7.7 million tonnes), marine fish nei (18 percent, 7.0 million tonnes), freshwater and
3

FAO. 2016. The state of world fisheries and aquaculture 2016. Contributing to food security and nutrition for all. Rome. 200 pp.
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diadromous fish (16 percent, 6.2 million tonnes), crustaceans (6 percent, 2.5 million tonnes),
cephalopods (4 percent, 1.6 million tonnes), molluscs excluding cephalopods (4 percent,
1.5 million tonnes) and aquatic plants (1 percent, 0.2 million tonnes).
17. The catch of pelagic marine fish in the Asia-Pacific region peaked at 13.7 million tonnes in 1988
and then declined to around 11 million tonnes; it was relatively stable between the late 1990s
and early 2000s. Production has been slightly but continuously increasing since 2009.
Freshwater and diadromous species recorded the most prominent increase during the past
decade (+34 percent), whereas molluscs excluding cephalopods were the most reduced species
group (-5 percent).
18. In 2014, skipjack tuna had the largest production at just over 2 million tonnes followed by
Japanese anchovy, scads nei, large hairtail, chub mackerel and yellow fin tuna compared to 2004
when Japanese anchovy had the greatest production.
Production in temperate seas
19. To provide analysis of some of the key species groups caught in temperate waters, the data
were consolidated according to catch area and species group (this followed the methodologies
used in the 2008 APFIC review of status and trends). The FAO reporting areas 61 and 81 were
temperate and the others predominantly tropical (FAO areas 51, 57, 71 and 77). Species targeted
were also aggregated into functional groups to illustrate better the effect of targeted fishing
for larger or more valuable species.
20. Anchovy/herring have risen very slightly but the figures are significantly lower than the peaks
of the 1980s and collapse during the mid-2000s. Small pelagic species rose slightly in the last
two years and large pelagics declined very slightly in the last few years. High-value demersal
species continued to decline to 4.9 million tonnes while low-value demersal species had a slight
decline to 1.7 million tonnes in 2014. High-value shrimp continued to increase to 1.5 million
tonnes. Low-value shrimp and squid continued to decline over the last three years.
Tuna
21. Tuna species in the APFIC region have distinctive and different historical catch trends between
tropical and temperate seas. Overall, the fishery yields from tropical waters have been rapidly
increasing during the past decades, whereas those from temperate areas have stagnated if not
decreased. The trend is observed for many tuna species except bluefin tuna for which both
tropical and temperate catches are decreasing with some yearly variations.
22. Skipjack tuna from tropical seas reached an all-time high of 2 504 741 tonnes in 2014
continuing the year-on-year growth. By contrast skipjack from temperate seas continued to
decline to 92 445 tonnes. Yellow fin tuna production from tropical seas had risen to 1 255 270
tonnes in 2014 and is now back to the level reported in 2004, following a decline during 2004
to 2007. Yellow fin tuna from temperate seas have continued to decline. Bigeye tuna from both
temperate and tropical seas have remained relatively stable in recent years, at 15 773 tonnes
and 280 338 tonnes, respectively. Longtail tuna catches in Asia-Pacific tropical seas continued
their decline to 204 209 tonnes in 2014. There were no catches reported from temperate seas
in 2014. Bluefin tuna catches from tropical and temperate seas in the APFIC region have
followed a general pattern of decline for the last 40 years. Catches from both areas did increase
slightly in the previous year to around 12 803 and 12 415 tonnes respectively. Albacore tuna
catches from tropical seas fell slightly in 2014 to 112 725 tonnes, although the longer-term
trend for increasing catches over the last 30 years continued. Catches from temperate seas
declined in 2014 to 56 971 tonnes.
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Subregional trends
South Asia
23. The total capture production from both marine and inland waters has continued to increase
in the last ten years. Since 2004, the South Asia subregion has had the second largest share of
inland capture production in Asia and the Pacific after the Southeast Asia subregion. Inland
capture production increased from 1.8 million tonnes in 2005 to 2.5 million tonnes in 2014
(+ 27.7 percent), of which India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka were the main contributors
(accounting for 45.7, 8.0 and 6.2 percent of total marine production respectively). Marine
capture production increased from 4 million tonnes in 2005 to nearly 5 million tonnes in 2014
(+ 18.5 percent), of which India, Bangladesh and Pakistan were the main contributors
(accounting for 17.4, 13.3 and 1.7 percent of total marine production respectively).
24. South Asia’s catch was dominated by freshwater fish (36 percent of the total catch), marine
pelagic species (24 percent) and demersal species (19 percent). Between 2005 and 2014, the
following three species groups showed outstanding growth: cephalopods (40.6 percent), pelagic
marine fish (31.5 percent) and crustaceans (28.4 percent).
Southeast Asia
25. Catches from Southeast Asian marine and inland fisheries continue to rise. Marine waters
capture reached 16 792 389 tonnes in 2014, up from 16 088 960 in 2013 while inland waters
capture reached 2 985 806 tonnes, up from 2 898 195 tonnes in 2013. The dominant capture
fishery for Southeast Asia was skipjack tuna at 713 000 tonnes in 2014. Pelagic marine
(6,152 180 tonnes) and marine fish nei (5 908 621 tonnes) were the dominant groups.
26. China capture fisheries production is dominated by fish from marine areas, which has continued
to rise over the last ten years. Production from marine areas rose to 16 283 555 tonnes in
2014 from 15 345 372 tonnes in 2013. Production from inland waters rose from 2 297 751 to
2 309 909 tonnes in the same period. All of the main FAO marine fisheries groups reported in
China increased in a similar way. The leading groups reported were marine fish nei, demersal
fish nei, followed by pelagic marine fish nei, crustaceans, freshwater and diadromous fish and
then molluscs, excluding cephalopods.
27. Inland fisheries groups have generally not increased or slightly decreased in production during
recent years. The main groups reported are freshwater fish nei, freshwater molluscs nei, Oriental
river prawns, Chinese mitten crab and aquatic invertebrates nei.
Other Asia
28. Capture fisheries production from the ‘Other Asia’ region is largely dominated by production
by Japan and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). The region shows quite
different trends to the other APFIC subregions. Historical production peaked in the 1980s and
has been in decline since then. Production is dominated by that from marine waters. However,
production slightly increased in the last two years rising from 5 885 151 tonnes to 6 105 000
tonnes for marine capture and from 183 485 tonnes to 197 107 tonnes for inland waters. Chub
mackerel is the dominant species caught at 631 000 tonnes, followed by skipjack tuna (502 000
tonnes). It should be noted, however, that the catch of chub mackerel fluctuates from year to
year (17 percent reduction from 2012 to 2013, followed by a 23 percent increase between 2013
and 2014).
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Oceania
29. Fisheries production from Oceania is dominated by marine catch, which increased slightly in
recent years but is still below the highs recorded in 2005. Total marine production rose from
1 031 352 to 1 158 988 tonnes between 2013 and 2014. The catch from inland fisheries is small
by comparison and dropped from 17 514 to 17 076 tonnes between 2013 and 2014. The main
species caught were skipjack tuna, followed by blue grenadier, yellow fin tuna and marine fishes
nei. In terms of trends, all FAO categories in Oceania increased with pelagic marine fish nei
forming the largest group, followed by demersal fish nei and marine fish nei.
Current and emerging issues in fisheries in the Asia-Pacific region
30. Marine and inland capture fisheries sectors continue to make an important contribution to the
livelihoods of millions of people. Marine capture fisheries production in APFIC countries has
continued to report slight increases in recent years. However, this has to be seen in the context
of a global stagnation of growth for the last 20 years (revealed in the longer-term trends). For
the most part production has not returned to the high levels reported 20 to 30 years ago. The
reasons for this levelling off of production are complex, but include for example,
overexploitation of resources, pollution and habitat modification. Increasing anthropogenic
pressures are being further compounded by the effects of climate change. The historical
expansion of capture fisheries in the region combined with the lack of effective regulatory and
management systems have been key contributors to declining production and ensuing socioeconomic problems and the increase in IUU fishing. The following paragraphs briefly describe
the current and emerging issues in fisheries.
31. Strengthening fisheries management and implementation of EAF: In the APFIC region, effective
fisheries management has always been a challenge, especially in complex multispecies,
multigear fisheries. Traditional stock-based approaches have largely been ineffective, with
management measures often not taking other important aspects of the fisheries into account.
The adoption of EAFM can strengthen resilience, livelihoods, food and nutrition security, and
reduce economic losses and the impacts of IUU fishing. The ecosystem approach offers
a practical and effective means to manage fisheries more holistically and a move away from
fisheries management that focuses on target species, towards systems and decision-making
processes that balance environmental, human and social well-being.
32. The challenge of addressing IUU fishing: This remains a key issue for the fisheries sector, where
estimates of the illegal fish catch by foreign vessels in the region are US$3.7 to 5.2 billion per
year (8-16 percent of the total reported catch). IUU fishing hinders economic growth
opportunities and deprives the poorest, food-insecure people who depend on fisheries of
a critical source of income and livelihood. For countries affected, IUU fishing constitutes an
impediment as well as a deterrent to private sector development and undermines fisheries and
oceans’ governance efforts. IUU fishing is increasingly being associated with organized criminal
behaviour. Countries unable to fulfil international obligations for fisheries management and
governance also risk incurring trade sanctions on their fisheries exports.
33. Small-scale fisheries and the implementation of the SSF Guidelines: SSF (inland and marine)
continues to constitute the greatest proportion of the sector in the APFIC region. Small-scale
fishers rely on it for a large proportion of their diversified livelihoods as well as their food and
nutrition, and contribute the greatest proportion of production and the sector’s workforce
(81-90 percent) whether directly in fisheries, postharvest or other associated activities. It is
therefore vital that SSF remain economically viable and socially vibrant throughout the region.
Implementation of the SSF Guidelines provides a comprehensive framework for countries and
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other stakeholders to support this important part of the sector. In ensuring the participation,
visibility, recognition and enhancement of the already important role of small-scale fisheries,
they will be able to continue to contribute to global and national efforts in the eradication of
hunger and poverty.
34. Climate change and resilience: In the APFIC region fishers and the communities they belong to
are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of disasters and climate change. The location and
characteristics of their livelihood activities add to their high level of exposure. The economic and
social impact of disasters has been increasing with disproportionate effects on developing
countries and the poor. Climate change will impact oceans, coasts and freshwater ecosystems,
compromising the fisheries and aquaculture sector’s ability to deliver food for current and
future generations. Resilience of the sector can be built through systematic implementation of
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and fulfilling commitments to the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.
35. Inclusive and gender-sensitive value chains: Processing and trade in seafood and aquatic animal
and plant products within and outside of the APFIC region are important and remain strong.
However, postharvest losses are high and need to be addressed, including fish losses at the
capture stage of the fish supply chain. Reducing fish losses will increase the quantity of fish and
fish products available for human consumption, without increasing the fishing effort. Women
are engaged in postharvest processing and marketing, therefore their participation in any fish
loss-reduction intervention is key. A focus on strengthening gender-sensitive value chains
through improving access to productive resources, services and decision-making processes
would be required.
Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region
Overall performance of the sector
36. Aquaculture production from 2012 to 2014 is reviewed to see how the aquaculture sector in
the region performed during this period. This will allow for the determination of the driving
factors that are responsible for the overall performance of the aquaculture sector. Country
production data from the FAO statistical database are the main source of the production
statistics used.
37. The overall performance of the aquaculture sector remained healthy and strong. Total
aquaculture production in 2014 reached 92.3 million tonnes and was 12.6 percent higher than
the production in 2012. The region remained the largest contributor to the global supply of
fishery products from aquaculture supplying 91.3 percent of the total global supply of
aquaculture products in 2014.
National growth trends of production
38. As in previous years, China remained the largest producing country of aquaculture products
contributing 63.7 percent of the total production in the region, and 58 percent to the global
supply. China’s aquaculture production growth was maintained at a moderate level of
4.45 percent annually largely due to more attention to product quality and efficiency rather
than production in government policy. Indonesia increased its 2014 production by almost
50 percent compared to 2012. Other countries that posted modest increases in their
aquaculture production between 2012 and 2014 included India (15.9 percent), Bangladesh
(13.4 percent), Viet Nam (10.2 percent), New Zealand (9.7 percent) and Myanmar (8.5 percent).
Although the volume of the production is not much and the production data are all FAO
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estimates, it is noteworthy that the aquaculture production of Cambodia increased by
62 percent during the two-year period due to substantial increase in freshwater fish production.
Similarly, Sri Lanka and Bhutan posted significant increases in their aquaculture production by
287 and 71 percent, respectively, largely due to an almost 11-fold increase in the production
of tilapia nei in Sri Lanka and carp in Bhutan. The production in the central Asian countries of
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan also increased by 67 and 61 percent, respectively.
National production decreases
39. While many countries maintained a growth trend of aquaculture production, some countries
experienced production decreases between 2012 and 2014. Among the major aquaculture
producing countries in the region, Thailand posted the largest decline (26.5 percent) in its
production between 2012 and 2014, largely due to a more than 50 percent decrease in the
production of white leg shrimp as it was affected by a major disease, specifically the Acute
Hepatopancreatic Necrosis Disease (AHPND or Early Mortality Syndrome [EMS]). The aquaculture
production in Malaysia, the Philippines and Australia decreased as well by 17.9, 8.7 and
8.4 percent, respectively. Countries in the region with minimal volume of aquaculture
production that posted substantial reduction in their production included Kazakhstan
(-44 percent) and the small Pacific islands of Kiribati (-56 percent), Nauru (-70 percent), Palau
(-77 percent) and Tonga (-99 percent).
Aquaculture production by environment
40. Freshwater aquaculture production totalled 43.8 million tonnes in 2014, which represented an
increase of 11.4 percent compared with 2012. The contribution from freshwater aquaculture to
the total aquaculture production was 47.0 percent in 2014, which was slightly lower than the
contribution in 2012 (47.5 percent).
41. Marine aquaculture production totalled 42.3 million tonnes in 2014, which represented an
increase of 12.8 percent compared with 2012. The contribution from marine aquaculture to total
aquaculture production was 46.2 percent in 2014, which remained almost the same as in 2012
(46.1 percent).
42. Brackish aquaculture production totalled 6.2 million tonnes in 2014, which represented an
increase of 20.4 percent compared with 2012. The contribution from brackish aquaculture to
total aquaculture production was 6.8 percent in 2014, which had increased significantly
compared with the contribution in 2012 (6.3 percent).
43. In value terms, the contributions from different aquaculture environments showed a different
picture from the quantity contribution. In 2014, freshwater aquaculture value reached
US$79.5 billion, which contributed 62.2 percent of the total aquaculture value of the region. In
the same year, marine aquaculture value reached US$27.7 billion, which contributed
21.7 percent of the total aquaculture value of the region. The contribution of marine aquaculture
in value terms was far smaller than its contribution in quantity. Brackish aquaculture value
reached US$420.7 billion, which contributed 16.2 percent of the total aquaculture value of the
region.
44. In 2014, aquaculture value for freshwater, marine and brackish water increased 9.7 percent,
3.09 percent and 27.2 percent respectively. Apparently, the production value increase of marine
aquaculture was far lower than the production value increase from 2012 to 2014 because the
increase was mainly from seaweed, which is low in value compared with other aquaculture
commodities.
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Production by species groups
45. Herbivorous and omnivorous freshwater fish like carp remained the top cultured commodities
in the region with production volume in 2014 equivalent to 41.6 percent of the total fish
production in the region. This had increased by 10.7 percent over the 2012 volume. Aside from
carp, other freshwater fish such as tilapia, catfish and freshwater fish nei also posted significant
increases in production.
46. In addition, seaweed, particularly Eucheuma in Indonesia and Japanese kelp and Gracilaria in
the China subregion, showed more than 30 percent increase in production between 2012 and
2014.
47. On the other hand, the production of white leg shrimp in Thailand and giant tiger prawn in
Indonesia suffered significant decline of more than 30 percent during the two-year period. It
should be noted that white leg shrimp production in other Asia-Pacific countries such as India
and Indonesia remained strong with increase in annual production of more than 50 percent.
Subregional trend
South Asia subregion
48. Total aquaculture production in the South Asia subregion in 2014 reached 7.06 million tonnes.
This represents an increase of 13.3 percent from 2012 production (6.13 million tonnes). The
subregion’s production in 2014 was 7.6 percent of the total aquaculture production in the
Asia-Pacific region, similar to the previous years of 2012 (7.5 percent), 2010 (7.4 percent) and
2004 (7.7 percent). The contribution of the subregion to regional aquaculture production has
remained more or less the same (between 7.4 and 7.7 percent) in the past ten years.
Southeast Asia subregion
49. The subregion contributed a total of 22.8 million tonnes to the entire aquaculture production
in the Asia-Pacific region in 2014. The contribution of the subregion to the total aquaculture
production in the Asia-Pacific region reached 24.7 percent in 2014. The contribution has
increased steadily over the last decade compared with 12.9 percent in 2004, 20.2 percent in
2010, 22.2 percent in 2012 and 24.7 percent in 2014. The contribution of the subregion to
regional aquaculture production nearly doubled during 2004 to 2014. Noteworthy is the
significantly increased contribution of the subregion mainly resulting from rapid projected
increase of seaweed and significant increase of some freshwater fish such as tilapia and catfish.
Rest of Asia (ROA) subregion
50. Countries in this subregion include Japan, DPRK, ROK, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The
aquaculture production of this subregion in 2014 totalled 3.12 million tonnes. The production
remained similar to the production in 2012 (3.11 million tonnes) with a minimal increase of only
0.5 percent. However, the subregion’s aquaculture production increased by 14.5 percent from
2004 to 2014 (2.72 million tonnes in 2004). In 2014, the subregion contributed 3.4 percent to
the total production in the Asia-Pacific region.
Oceania subregion
51. Countries in this subregion are Australia, New Zealand and the small island nations in the
Central Pacific. In 2014, this subregion contributed 216 297 tonnes to the total production in
the Asia-Pacific region, which represented a 2.0 percent increase over 2012 (212 006 tonnes).
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The contribution of this subregion to the total aquaculture production in the whole Asia-Pacific
region was small, 0.23 percent in 2014, which was slightly lower than 2012 (0.26 percent).
In value terms, the contribution of the subregion to the entire region was much higher at
1.2 percent in 2014.
Major issues with aquaculture development
52. The aquaculture sector in the Asia-Pacific region performed well in general. The sector also
faced a number of major issues in achieving sustainable growth.
53. Intensification and associated increasing transboundary movement and the degrading
aquaculture environment jointly resulted in increasing outbreaks of diseases in aquaculture
operations in the region. Disease caused great economic loss to the farmers and was
a significant setback for the culture of some important species. A typical example is the
outbreak of EMS in shrimp, which was later identified as AHPNS. Disease will remain a major
threat to the sustainable production of aquaculture in the foreseeable future.
54. Increasing extreme weather events largely associated with climate change, such as altered
rainfall patterns, abnormal temperature changes, cyclones, severe floods and drought have
caused heavy losses of cultured stock, aquaculture facilities and infrastructure in the region.
Long-term climate change impacts such as warming and saline intrusion and short-term
weather-related disasters will affect the short-term performance and resilience of aquaculture
more strongly in coming years.
55. The rapid expansion of aquaculture, particularly farming of species relying on compound feed,
has resulted in heavy pressure on the supply of important feed ingredients, such as fishmeal.
The heavy dependence on external sources of important feed ingredients implies great
uncertainty in the sustainable growth of aquaculture in the region.
56. Despite the rapid growth of aquaculture production in the region, well-structured and inclusive
value chains are yet to be developed in many countries in the region. How to ensure equitability
and gender-sensitivity in the development of aquaculture value chains is a significant challenge
to many countries apropos ensuring the interest of small farm holders and the resilience of the
entire industry.
57. AMR is attracting increasing concern globally. How to control the use of antimicrobial agents
in aquaculture production effectively to minimize the risk of AMR while maintaining normal
production is a major challenge for the sector.
Suggested actions by the Commission
58. The Commission is invited to review and comment on the regional overview of the status and
trends of fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region 2016.
59. The Commission is requested to identify other key current and emerging challenges that need
to be addressed by the aquaculture sector in the region.
60. The Commission is requested to put forward recommended strategies for effectively tackling
the challenges to the aquaculture sector in the region.
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Regional consultation to promote responsible production and
use of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable growth of
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region
Background
1.

Aquaculture has been one of the fastest growing food production sectors in the past three
decades globally. The annual growth rate was on average 8 percent from 1984 to 2014. As the
major contributor to global aquaculture production, Asia achieved an average annual growth
of 8.4 percent in the same period, and production reached 92.8 tonnes in 2014, accounting for
91.7 percent. Currently, Asian aquaculture supplies some 60 percent of food fish for
consumption while contributing significantly to rural livelihoods. The rapid production growth
has been largely attributed to intensification of production with increasing dependence on
artificial feeding. Finfish and crustaceans are two major groups of cultured aquatic animals that
require artificial feeding, in the forms of commercial feed, farm-made feed and fresh feed. Their
global production reached 56.8 million tonnes in 2014, including some 6.92 million tonnes of
crustaceans and 49.9 million tonnes of finfish. With silver carp, catla and bighead (filter feeders
on plankton) excluded, it was estimated that 38.8 million tonnes of finfish out of the total
49.9 million tonnes were produced through entire or partial feeding based on the feeding habit
and common culture practices. Therefore, aquaculture commodities produced through partial
or complete feeding accounted for 45.2 percent globally in 2014, while this figure was only
42.5 percent ten years ago. The total production of aquaculture species depending on artificial
feeding has increased by 97.9 percent in the past ten years.

2.

The rapid growth of production of fed species in aquaculture has resulted in drastic increase
in demand for commercial feed. As a result, the aquaculture feed industry has grown rapidly
in the past two decades. In 1995, the total production of industrial compound aquafeed was
only 7.6 million tonnes. By 2010, the total production had increased 4.5-fold to 34.1 million
tonnes, and 40.2 million tonnes in 2012. Industrial aquafeed production has increased at an
average annual rate of 11 percent since 1995, which is significantly higher than the annual
aquaculture production growth of about 8 percent. The increased use of feed in aquaculture
has greatly contributed to production efficiency and quality of products, and enabled farmers
to better meet market requirements and achieve sound economic benefits.

74

3.

On the other hand, rapid increase in the use of feed in aquaculture has also caused a number
of issues which may threaten the sustainable growth of the industry. The major issues include:
●

●

●

Increased feed cost has caused a significant reduction of the profit margin in the production
of many important aquaculture commodities. Feed cost often accounts for 70 percent for
cultured commodities that entirely depend on artificial feed. This problem is largely caused
by the high cost of feed that is often not produced locally and with poor utilization
efficiency. What has exacerbated the situation is that the prices of aquaculture products
have been declining since 2013 and the trend will remain until 2020 according to
predictions (FAO 2016);
In general, Asian aquaculture feed production has become overly dependent on externally
sourced feed ingredients, and this has resulted in significant problems in supply and costs.
For instance, the fishmeal price increased significantly from 2006 to 2013, peaking at
US$1 747 per tonne in 2013 and has remained high since then. This is also because the
amount of the captured fish destined for non-food use has fallen, from 34.2 million tonnes
in 1994 to 20.9 million tonnes in 2014; and
In order to sustain capture fisheries and maintain marine ecosystem functions and services,
there has been an increasing effort to combat IUU fishing globally. In order to cut off the
demand for IUU products for aquaculture purposes, responsible sourcing of feed
ingredients free from IUU fishing will soon be a certification requirement in international
trade. Export of aquaculture products from the region will be impacted if appropriate
actions cannot be taken soon.

Regional consultation on responsible production and use of feed and ingredients for
sustainable growth of aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region
4.

In order to support member countries in effectively addressing the major problems related to
feed and feed ingredients facing the region’s aquaculture, FAO and NACA in the Asia-Pacific
region jointly organized a regional consultation on ‘Responsible Production and Use of Feed
and Feed Ingredients for Sustainable Growth of Aquaculture in Asia-Pacific’, from 7 to 9 March
2017 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Objective of the regional consultation
5.

The objective of the regional consultation was to review the current situation of aquaculture
feed production and use with respect to production status, demand and supply, sourcing of
ingredients, government policies and institutional support, ongoing progress and development
issues. The consultation also tried to initiate regional strategies and develop plans of action to
promote responsible utilization of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable growth of
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region through the sharing of available knowledge and
technological innovations as well as the scaling up of successful practices and further research
and technology development.

Expected outputs of the regional consultation
6.

The regional consultation was expected to deliver the following major outputs:
●

●

Available knowledge and successful technologies and good management practices related
to responsible use of aquaculture feed and feed ingredients are shared in the region;
Major issues and technology gaps related to the responsible use of aquaculture feed and
feed ingredients are identified; and
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●

Appropriate strategy and follow-up actions for promoting responsible use of aquaculture
feed and feed ingredients are recommended for the member governments.

Preparatory work for the regional consultation
7.

In preparation for the regional consultation, ten experts specialized in different fields related
to aquaculture feed and feed ingredients were invited to prepare a review paper on specific
topics related to fish nutrition and feed technology, development policies and industrial
practices and management. The review studies covered:
●
●

Development and use of alternatives to fishmeal and other high-cost feed ingredients in
aquaculture;

●

Promoting cost-effective aquaculture feed made of locally available feed ingredients;

●

Traceability of aquaculture products in relation to feed and feed ingredients;

●

●

8.

An overview of aquaculture feed production and use in the Asia-Pacific region;

Innovations in aquaculture farming and feeding practices for reduced feed costs and
environmental impacts at the farm level;
Government policy and enabling environments for supporting and managing aquaculture
feed production and marketing for sustainable aquaculture development;

●

Efforts of the private feed sector for supporting sustainable aquaculture development; and

●

Certification of aquaculture feed and feed ingredients.

NACA member governments were advised to prepare individual country papers by
a government-nominated expert. The country papers focused on:
●

An overview of aquaculture feed production and use in the country (feed production/
supply, feed types, major cultured species that depend on commercial feed, trends in feed
use and supply of feed ingredients etc.);

●

Government policies/strategies and regulations for aquaculture feed production and use;

●

Successful experiences in improving aquafeed production and utilization; and

●

Major issues to be addressed in aquaculture feed production and use.

Conduct of the regional consultation
9.

The regional consultation was held at the Centara Grand Hotel at Central Plaza Lad Prao,
Bangkok, Thailand, from 7 to 9 March 2017. A total of 39 participants attended the workshop.
They represented 22 organizations, including research and education institutes, government
agencies, feed producers, aquaculture farms, international and regional organizations and NGOs
from 16 countries.

10. Country representatives from Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Viet Nam
shared information and the experiences of their respective countries on the status of
aquaculture feed production and use, efforts for aquaculture development by various sectors,
country policies, major issues, success stories and some lessons learned.
11. Ten invited experts delivered thematic presentations, which focused on research advances,
current status and development trends in the aquaculture feed industry, major development
issues, use of alternative and locally available feed ingredients, roles of private and public
sectors, government policies, farming innovations for effective and efficient feeding, and use of
fishmeal and fish oil.
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12. Two working group sessions were organized, in which participants were divided into three
groups. Each group was assigned with identical tasks for the two working group sessions,
respectively identifying issues and development gaps and recommending appropriate
strategies and actions to promote responsible use of aquaculture feed and feed ingredients. The
outputs from the working group sessions were presented and discussed in plenary sessions.
Outcomes of the regional consultation
13. The regional consultation reached the following conclusions:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Feed demand and supply for aquaculture have been increasing and will continue to
increase. By 2025, aquaculture feed demand may be well over 60 million tonnes in the
Asia-Pacific region;
An aquaculture feed industry has yet to be established in some countries in the region.
Limited availability of aquaculture feed constrains sectoral development. Some small-scale
farmers are especially at a disadvantage. They either have no access to commercial feed at
all or face logistical difficulties and high costs to acquire feed;
The region is importing a large amount of feed ingredients for animal production. Supply
of quality ingredients for aquaculture is a rising challenge, facing shortage and competition
for other uses;
In spite of concerns on use of fishmeal and fish oil, increase in aquaculture production has
not been necessarily coupled with proportional increase of their use. Aquaculture without
fishmeal and fish oil is technically possible;
Feed cost is high and has been increasing over the years. High feed cost is the major reason
for the relatively low profitability of aquaculture operations in the region;
Farm-made feed to some extent ease the problem of feed availability, yet quality and
feeding efficiency are questionable;
Good practices of farming and feeding management at the farm level that favour high
eco-efficiency and feeding cost-effectiveness are not as widely known to farmers as they
should be, while some common prevailing practices such as excessive protein input,
‘satiation’ feeding etc. may need to be rechecked and properly adjusted;
Aquaculture feed production and use need policy and institutional support. Standards and
regulations need to be in place and robust implementation is required;
Use of locally available feed ingredients and alternative ingredients is strategically important
to the region;
R&D efforts need to be strengthened to develop specialty feed, low-cost feed, feed using
local/alternative ingredients, eco-efficient farming systems and feeding practices; and
Collaboration, coordination and cooperation among agencies, sectors and countries are
required for effective information exchange, experience sharing, technology dissemination,
capacity development and optimization of R&D efforts.

14. The regional consultation recommended the following major strategies for member country
governments, regional organizations, academia and the private sector to promote responsible
production and use of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable growth of aquaculture in the
Asia-Pacific region:
●

Support the establishment of an enabling environment for development of the aquaculture
feed industry with good governance and production practices, through conducive policy
formation and implementation, standard setting and certification, investment in research
and related public services;
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●

●

●

Prioritize R&D needs in the sustainable production and use of aquaculture feed and
implementation of R&D initiatives with focuses on the use of locally available and
alternative feed ingredients, cost-effective feed production, innovative feeding practices at
the farm level, accessibility to feed by small-scale farmers and feeding efficiency;
Strengthen capacity development for the sustainable production and use of aquaculture
feed at all levels, which includes but is not limited to governance, public services, R&D, feed
manufacturing and aquaculture farmers; and
Promote regional sharing of knowledge and collaboration in the development and
utilization of locally available feed ingredients and cost-effective aquaculture feed and
promote public and private partnership in translating research results into commercial
production and scaled application by small aquaculture farmers.

Suggested action by the Commission
15. The Commission is invited to comment on the FAO initiative to promote responsible production
and use of feed and feed ingredients for sustainable growth of aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific
region.
16. The Commission is invited to comment and endorse the strategy recommended by the regional
consultation.
17. The Commission is invited to recommend immediate actions for FAO and the member
governments.
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April 2018

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines 11-13 May 2018
Building climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture in the
Asia-Pacific region
Background
1.

On 12 December 2015 in Paris, the Twenty-first Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the
UNFCCC concluded negotiations on a landmark agreement (the Paris Agreement)4 to limit
global average temperatures to below 2ºC and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature
increase to 1.5ºC. The Agreement will enter into force when it is ratified by at least 55 Parties
that in aggregate account for at least 55 percent of total global emissions. The commitment
period will commence in 2020 following the close of the extension period for the Kyoto
Protocol and last at least until 2030.

2.

The Agreement recognizes “the fundamental priority of safeguarding food security and ending
hunger, and the particular vulnerabilities of food production systems to the impacts of climate
change” and underlines the need to “increase the ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of
climate change and foster climate resilience [...] in a manner that does not threaten food
production.” The Agreement also notes “the importance of ensuring the integrity of all
ecosystems, including oceans, and the protection of biodiversity […]”.

3.

Mitigation remains the core objective of the Paris Agreement; however it reflects increasing
attention to adaptation, loss and damage, capacity development, technology development and
transfer, and climate finance.

4.

To tackle the drivers and impacts of climate change, the Paris Agreement requests countries to
develop and implement Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). While countries are not
legally bound to achieve their NDC contributions, they have agreed to be bound to report their
progress through an enhanced transparency framework to monitor country progress toward
their NDCs. NDCs cover all sectors, GHGs and their mitigation as well as adaptation actions.

5.

In the Agreement, UN organizations are encouraged to support developing countries in
enhancing adaptation actions and to report their efforts to the UNFCCC. The Agreement decides
that the GCF, GEF, LDC Fund and Special Climate Change Fund shall serve the Agreement and
requests the GCF to expedite support for LDCs and other developing country Parties for the
formulation and implementation of NAPs.

4

https://unfccc.int/documentation/documents/advanced_search/items/6911.php?priref=600008831
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6.

It is important for the fisheries and aquaculture sector to be prepared for and to engage in the
national UNFCCC-linked processes, such as the development of NDCs and NAPs.

7.

In 2007, COFI identified the need to address threats posed by climate change in fisheries and
aquaculture and requested FAO to undertake a scoping study5 to identify the key issues on
climate change and fisheries, initiate a discussion on how the fishing industry can adapt to
climate change and for FAO to take a lead in informing fishers and policy-makers about the
likely consequences of climate change for fisheries. As a result of this study, the 29th Session
of COFI noted climate change to be one of APFIC’s priority areas of work. Since then, COFI has
re-iterated the need to improve understanding of the implications of climate change and ocean
acidification on fisheries and aquaculture.

8.

Over the past 15 years, the sector has greatly improved its understanding of climate change
implications, through global and local monitoring of aquatic systems, improved forecasting and
impact models, implementation of vulnerability assessments specific to the sector, climateproofing sector policies, participatory adaptation processes, as well as analysing the sector’s role
in GHG mitigation. The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report6
documents much of this improved knowledge, however, it also highlights significant gaps, such
as downscaling impacts, adaptation and mitigation information for food security and related
food production sectors, and understanding implications for inland aquatic systems. To help fill
these gaps, IPCC AR6 Special Reports on 1) land use, land degradation and food security and
2) oceans and the cryosphere will be undertaken and should include fisheries and aquaculture
production systems.

9.

FAO, with many partners, has been assisting countries in understanding climate change and
ocean acidification implications for fisheries and aquaculture, in measuring GHG emissions and
mitigation potentials within the sector, in identification and implementation of adaptation
priorities, in representing the sector in national and global climate change discussions and in
accessing climate finance.7 This work has been guided by the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Climate Change Strategy (2011-2016),8 which is nested within the broader strategies and
frameworks of FAO and coordinated through the Global Partnership for Climate, Fisheries and
Aquaculture (PaCFA).

10. The 31st Session of APFIC emphasized that adaptation and mitigation of climate change
impacts related to fisheries and aquaculture are very important issues in the region and
recommended that APFIC should review the effects of climate change on fisheries and
aquaculture in the region and provide advice to member countries on strategic planning for
adaptation and mitigation measures for the sector. The 31st Session further suggested that this
advice should cover the key aspects of: likely effects on fisheries and aquaculture resources and
production; implications for fisheries and farmers’ vulnerability and potential strategies and
opportunities for adaptation and mitigation.
11. The APFIC/FAO regional consultative workshop ‘Implications of Climate Change on Fisheries and
Aquaculture: Challenges for Adaptation and Mitigation in the Asia-Pacific Region’ was convened
from 24 to 26 May 2011, in Kathmandu, Nepal.9 It was convened in collaboration with the
Directorate of Fisheries Development, Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture and
5

www.fao.org/docrep/012/i0994e/i0994e00.htm
www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/
7
For an overview of FAO’s support to countries and climate change-related publications, please refer to background documents COFI/2016/
SBD.19 and COFI/2016/SBD.20
8
Refer to COFI/2016/Inf.18
9
For the workshop report, please refer to http://www.fao.org/3/a-ba0084e.pdf
6
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Cooperatives of the Government of Nepal. The APFIC/FAO regional consultative workshop was
the APFIC Secretariat’s response to the recommendations of the 31st Session of APFIC.
12. The regional consultative workshop brought together 50 participants from member countries
and regional organization partners to further raise the awareness of all relevant stakeholders
about the threats of climate change to the regional fisheries and aquaculture sector through
sharing of best available information and knowledge, and to discuss and analyse specific
potential impacts of different types of climate change patterns on marine capture fisheries,
inland capture fisheries, coastal aquaculture and inland aquaculture.
13. The workshop reviewed material prepared by the APFIC Secretariat10 and the presentations of
the actions which have been taken by national governments and international and regional
organizations in addressing the climate change issue in the fisheries and aquaculture context.
It further analysed the strengths and weaknesses of the region in fisheries- and aquaculturerelated climate change adaptation and mitigation, and identified the capacity gaps and other
constraints of the APFIC member countries in effectively coping with the challenge of climate
change and maintaining the sustainability of the fisheries and aquaculture industry in the
region.
14. Based on the recommendations of the 2011 APFIC workshop, FAO has been assisting APFIC
members in 1) implementing NAPs through the LDC Fund managed by the GEF (e.g.
Bangladesh, Cambodia [in development], Lao PDR, Myanmar and Timor-Leste [in development]);
2) integrating climate change into regional projects (e.g. BoBLME, RFLP and ISLME);
3) supporting discussions on GCF activities in fisheries and aquaculture (e.g. Myanmar, Viet Nam,
Maldives, Sri Lanka); 4) responding to emergencies (e.g. the Philippines); 5) learning and testing
adaptation options for fisheries and aquaculture (e.g. Global FishAdapt conference,11 Lower
Mekong River Basin workshop on environmental monitoring,12 the Philippines TCP); and
6) testing means to improve fuel efficiency in fishing fleets (e.g. Thailand).
15. The 76th EXCO Session commended the Secretariat on its efforts in documenting climate
change impacts and vulnerabilities as well as adaptation and GHG mitigation priorities within
the sector. The need to ensure representation of the sector in national climate change strategies
and implementation plans was underscored and the EXCO welcomed FAO’s continued support
in this area. The Committee requested a follow-up APFIC/FAO regional consultative workshop
to provide a platform for key stakeholders to share lessons and good practices related to
addressing climate change implications for fisheries and aquaculture in the region.
Regional consultation to build resilience of aquaculture and fisheries in the Asia-Pacific region
16. In response to the above request, an FAO/APFIC regional consultative workshop, ‘Building
Climate Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific Region’ was held from 14 to 16
November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. The workshop brought together policy-makers, managers
and practitioners who were engaged in the development and implementation of national and
regional policies, programmes and projects addressing climate change in fisheries and
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region.

10

For the background report, please refer to http://www.fao.org/apfic/publications/detail/en/c/421249/
See http://www.fishadapt.com/
12
See http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6641e.pdf
11
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17. Sixty-five participants from member countries and regional organization partners attended to
attain the following outcomes:
●

●

●

Increased understanding of APFIC member countries and key regional players about the
current status of climate change adaptation and mitigation potentials and efforts for
fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region;
Broad sharing among the member countries and regional players about technological
advances and good management practices for strengthening the resilience of fisheries and
aquaculture; and
Recommendations made for a regional strategy and for priority actions at the regional and
country levels to build climate resilience and contribute to GHG mitigation of fisheries and
aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region based on in-depth analysis of key constraints and
gaps.

18. Key presentations by FAO set the scene for the workshop including an introduction to the
recent Paris Agreement and its implications for national actions and regional overviews on the
status of climate change adaptation and mitigation actions in fisheries and aquaculture.
Presentations on the programmes, efforts and progress by the national governments and
international and regional organizations in addressing the climate change issue in the fisheries
and aquaculture context were delivered and updated issues, gaps and support needed to
address climate change in fisheries and aquaculture were highlighted.
19. To reflect the diversity of issues faced in the region and the differentiated needs of aquaculture
and fisheries, participating countries were divided into fisheries and aquaculture groups and
then into regional clusters to: 1) identify the threats/risks due to climate variability and change
as well as the sector’s contributions to GHG emissions, 2) analyse gaps and constraints and
3) recommend strategies and actions at regional and national levels for effectively addressing
climate change impacts and climate variability to build the climate resilience of fisheries and
aquaculture.
Summary of national and regional efforts for climate resilience in fisheries and aquaculture
20. In recent years, countries in the APFIC region have made wide-ranging efforts for climate
change adaptation and mitigation. All APFIC countries have ratified the UNFCCC and signed the
Paris Agreement. Some of the LDCs (including Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal
and Timor-Leste) have developed NAPAs on climate change. Compared to the initial
consultation in 2011, countries have progressed significantly in their climate-related planning
in the fisheries and aquaculture sector, and especially the degree to which this has been
integrated into broader climate change-related planning at the agriculture sector level and
beyond. Member countries have furthered their efforts to integrate the fisheries and
aquaculture sector into the national climate change planning process.
21. A brief summary of the range of efforts to date across the APFIC countries, supported by
regional and global partners, in fisheries and aquaculture is provided in the following table.
More detailed listings of actions are provided in APFIC/18/INF-08.
Capture fisheries

Aquaculture

Financing climate adaptation and mitigation

Financing climate adaptation and mitigation

Climate-smart/resistant/resilient fisheries

Adoption of climate-adaptive technologies or
practices
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Collaboration among different sectors
and agencies

Framework for action

Capacity development

Awareness and capacity development

Research, monitoring and evaluation

R&D for development of climate changeresilient technologies or practices

Involvement of communities

Mechanisms to support farmers

Safeguarding vulnerable fishers and
populations

Mechanisms to support vulnerable groups

Mitigation (fuel consumption efficiency and
fuel-saving practices, reforestation)

Research on carbon sequestration and
aquaculture as carbon sinks (e.g. culture of
molluscs and seaweeds) or culture of low
carbon footprint species

The EAFM
Conservation of fisheries resources
Enhancement of fisheries productivity
Climate adaptation in sustainable
development to ensure food security
22. However, there remain significant gaps and constraints in understanding of the sectoral effects
of and vulnerabilities to climate change due to the lack of basic data on the vulnerability and
risk assessments as well as projected impacts at the down-scaled levels. Although improving,
there remains limited awareness at the community level and a lack of knowledge on specific
options (technological, management, risk management, livelihood diversification, etc.) to reduce
vulnerability/risk at the fisher/farmer levels.
23. Early warning systems specific to the sector and integration of the sector into DRM frameworks
also remain weak. In addition, cross-sectoral climate change strategies and plans, although
incorporating fisheries and aquaculture more frequently than in the past, are still generally
lacking specific strategies and actions for the sector. Climate change issues often remain a low
priority at the national political level, leading to a lack of national support or policy to address
climate change challenges. There also often remains a lack of clear fisheries and aquaculture
management approaches, roadmaps, plans and policies to mitigate GHGs from within the
sector.
Outcome of the regional consultation
24. In addition to providing a platform for sharing of climate change adaptation and GHG
mitigation efforts across the region, the regional consultation recommended the following
major strategies for member country governments, regional organizations, academia and the
private sector to further support climate change adaptation and GHG mitigation in fisheries and
aquaculture:
Capture fisheries
Country coordination to support:
●
●

Developing a regional strategy paper documenting climate risk mitigation;
Promoting holistic approaches and consistent plans to build climate-resilient countries in
the Asia-Pacific region;
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●

●
●

Supporting and providing technical expertise for the preparation and implementation of
national strategies and action plans;
Adopting international agreements;
Developing a regional mechanism to share early warning information on disasters and
solutions;

●

Regional capacity development; and

●

Coordinating and cooperating with resource management at the regional level.

Research, development cooperation, training, technology exchange and information both at national and
regional levels in the following areas:
●

Databases and common knowledge banks on climate change and its impact and
adaptation at the regional and national levels for the benefit and common understanding
of all stakeholders;

●

Climate-smart technology;

●

Energy-saving fishing vessels; and

●

Climate change solutions focusing on innovative implementation of regional PPPs.

Social well-being
●

Integrate human well-being in climate adaptation and mitigation strategies; and

●

Mainstream gender equity in climate change regional plans and agreements.

Management
●

Promoting the EAFM concept at the regional level;

●

Promoting community-based management; and

●

Establishing closed seasons for fishing.

Campaigns
●

Media campaigns – ‘Together – We Sink and Swim’;

●

Responsible fishing; and

●

Recycling and processing by-products.

GHG mitigation
●

●
●

Resolve to provide fuel-efficient and emission-compliant engines to replace the existing fuel
and emission non-compliant engines in the fisheries sector;
Promote use of non-conventional renewable energy for fisheries; and
APFIC countries have to agree on a target time line to reduce GHG emissions from fisheries
at the regional level.

Other recommendations
●

Link to disaster risk reduction frameworks and strategies;

●

Stock enhancement;

●

Fisheries should be included as the sectoral entity in climate change-related matters in the
UNFCCC Conference of Parties and be provided with required attention/priority in climate
change policies/strategies and actions;
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●

●

●

●

APFIC shall assist the member countries in harmonizing climate change and fisheries
policies and addressing transboundary implications;
APFIC shall facilitate the member countries to address climate change-related issues in their
fisheries sectors;
There should be a regulatory framework and a governing body at the national and regional
levels for regulating and monitoring climate change-related issues at both levels; and
Funding support for mitigation and adaption for the fisheries sector from the GCF or other
relevant funding sources.

Aquaculture
Regional strategies
●

●

●

●

Establishment of a regional information centre on climate change for efficient sharing of
information/data and technology transfer; assessment of each country’s capacity in
addressing climate change and adoption of best strategies at the regional level;
Development of a regional policy (and legislative) framework for climate-resilient
aquaculture;
Regional cooperation and pooling of resources for R&D on climate change issues that is of
regional interest;
Implementation of a certification and labelling scheme for aquaculture products with
minimal contributions to GHG emissions/climate change;

●

Develop a climate change model for the Asia-Pacific region;

●

Establish a regional early warning system for climate change-related events; and

●

Organize regional capacity development programmes for climate change mitigation and
adaptation (including disaster risk reduction, preparedness and management) that can be
mirrored at national and local levels.

Regional actions
Capacity development
●

●

●

●

Conduct regional capacity development or training on climate change issues including risk
and vulnerability assessment of aquaculture areas, establishment of a monitoring and early
warning system, climate change-resilient aquaculture technologies like Integrated MultiTrophic Aquaculture (IMTA) and Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS), etc.; similar
capacity development programmes can be adopted at national and local levels to include
women and other vulnerable groups;
Facilitate knowledge sharing through seminars and workshops, exchange of publications
and other information materials, farmers’ interaction via cross visits with different countries
for learning good practices on climate change mitigation and adaptation, etc.;
Facilitate deployment of international/regional experts to disseminate advanced climateresilient aquaculture technology/climate-smart tool kits; and
Facilitate access to international funding and technology support (e.g. under the UNFCCC
and other multilateral funding mechanisms).

Regional cooperation
●

Create a technical working group composed of representatives from member countries that
will assess the needs, potentials and strategies for climate change adaptation and mitigation
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measures in each country; facilitate the organization of a regional consultation to formulate
a regional policy framework for climate change adaptation and mitigation; and
●

Create a network to facilitate sharing of knowledge and technology among countries in the
region, especially on climate-resilient aquaculture technologies and practices.

Production systems
●

●

Create a platform to promote wider dissemination and adoption of climate change-resilient
and adaptive technologies (e.g. IMTA and other integrated production systems); and
Create a network for collaborative R&D efforts related to climate change (e.g. strain
improvement/selection for climate-adaptive traits like temperature tolerance, etc. in
aquaculture commodities, especially those that are economically important in the different
member countries).

National strategies
●
●

●

●

●

●

●

Policy formulation regarding climate change in aquaculture;
Capacity development on and promotion of good aquaculture practices for reduced risks
to climate disasters and damage; facilitate dissemination and transfer of technology; and
provide technical assistance to farmers to improve farming practices;
Promote optimum use of inputs; reduce consumption of fuel and electricity for aquaculture
equipment and facilities;
Develop knowledge and information management system networks; organize
interdisciplinary workshops on climate change impacts on aquaculture; promote
interdisciplinary approaches towards innovative solutions;
Promote farmers’ awareness on climate change impacts; resolve production and livelihood
support constraints for fish farmers by addressing associated gaps and bottlenecks;
Promote small-scale aquaculture including integrated agro-aquaculture systems such as
rice-fish farming, aquaculture in mangrove systems (aquasilviculture), use of high-value
species that are environmentally friendly; develop and promote feeds that have low carbon
footprints; and
Analyse marketing gaps, map marketing strategies and conduct pilot studies in several
areas

National actions
●

●

●

●

Establish an information centre on climate change; collate results from vulnerability
assessments including life cycle assessment of aquaculture commodities affected or
vulnerable to climate change impacts, or assessment of adaptive capacity of areas/
communities to the impacts of climate change;
Increase investment in research and initiatives towards climate-resilient and sustainable
aquaculture and food security;
Implement capacity development programmes and ICT systems; conduct interdisciplinary
workshops/seminars among relevant agencies; conduct training for government officials,
NGOs and fish farmers to build analytical skills and increase understanding of climate
change issues;
Dissemination of climate-resilient technologies and early warning systems; promote the use
of suitable fish species (tolerant to high salinities, tolerant to high/fluctuating temperatures),
fast-growing strains and use large fingerlings in areas where the growing period is limited;
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transfer low investment fish production technologies in seasonal waterbodies to improve
livelihoods and resilience in flood-prone areas; invest in the development of ICT systems for
monitoring fish farming processes/operations;
●

●

Organize dialogues/discussions between and among countries and institutions on areas of
cooperation to address climate change and unify activities related to climate change;
prioritize areas that are high impact and require immediate action, set up interdisciplinary
working groups, pilot successful models, disseminate climate change information through
seminars and farm visits, and scale up activities;
Provide financial support (e.g. loans) and material support (relief ) to affected farmers/
communities;

●

Implement insurance schemes for aquaculture farmers;

●

Provide alternative livelihoods for people who are vulnerable to climate change; and

●

Promote community-based resource enhancement and communally-managed fisheries/
aquaculture resources, including mangrove rehabilitation.

Suggested action by the Commission
25. The Commission is invited to comment on the report and make recommendations for action
issuing from the regional consultative workshop, particularly with respect to regional
cooperation as well as national contexts.
26. The Commission is invited to recommend immediate actions for APFIC/FAO and the member
governments.
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APFIC/18/08

E

April 2018

ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Implementation of the FAO regional initiative on blue growth
in Asia-Pacific
Background to FAO’s regional initiative on blue growth
1.

Fisheries (capture fisheries and aquaculture) is an important food production sector in the
Asia-Pacific region, which contributes 55 percent to global capture fisheries production and
92 percent to global aquaculture production. Fisheries supplied 23.1 kg of food fish per capita
to the Asian population in 2013, which comprised 22.9 percent of animal protein and
7.9 percent of total protein. Meanwhile, fishing and aquaculture production provided some
48 million jobs directly and millions more were employed in related manufacture, processing
and service sectors. Marine and inland water ecosystems and aquaculture biodiversity are the
most important resources and service providers to socio-economic development in the region.

2.

In order to contribute to the SDGs, capture fisheries and aquaculture sectors have been
assigned important tasks to support food security, improved nutrition and eradication of
poverty. These goals are being accomplished by realizing blue economic growth (sustainable
growth of economies derived from marine and inland water ecosystems and living aquatic
resources) through responsible and efficient use of marine and inland water resources and
associated natural resources as well as conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems and
aquatic biodiversity. Given Asian fisheries’ leading role globally in production and direct
dependence on the sector, the Asia-Pacific region will need to take a leading role in achieving
the goal considering its current share in global fish production and trends of sectoral
development in the different regions.

3.

While recognizing the potential for the Asia-Pacific region to play a key role in achieving blue
growth, given its advantages in natural resources, scientific and technological advancement,
well-established human capacity and sectoral structure as well as the generally favourable
policy environment, many countries still face various challenges in realizing such potential.

Aquaculture faces increasing competition from other sectors for land and water resources
4.

The rapid growth in production from aquaculture in the Asian region over the past three
decades has largely been the result of two major factors: a) the expansion of culture areas and
b) intensification through technological advances and increased use of feed and other
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resources. While this growth of aquaculture has contributed to food security and rural
livelihoods, it has also resulted in significant environmental impacts from some production
systems and practices. It is expected that there will be significant expansion of aquaculture in
most Asian countries in the future, and similarly, freshwater aquaculture systems that use large
volumes of water will be forced to improve their water-use efficiency or become better
integrated into agro-aquaculture ecological production systems. Although marine and brackish
water aquaculture rely less on freshwater, they represent significant challenges in terms of
maintaining environmental quality and land use in coastal areas. Agricultural and coastal land
is now at a premium in most Asia-Pacific countries, which inevitably means that expansion of
aquaculture production areas will come at a cost to other forms of land use. In some cases, this
may be transformation from other forms of agriculture (e.g. rice); elsewhere, this may have
implications for conversion of aquatic ecosystems, such as wetlands. Most countries in the
region have taken steps to reduce the conversion of coastal forest, however, limited freshwater,
high prices for seafood and the lack of other land may increase pressures to convert coastal
forests and land for brackish water aquaculture.
Impacts of intensification and species shifting in aquaculture capture fisheries and environments
5.

Important trends of aquaculture development in the past included the intensification and shift
towards species heavily depending on high animal protein in order to meeting changing
market demand and achieving better economic efficiency. This presents feed resource
challenges and in particular linkage to capture fisheries that currently provide nearly all of the
fishmeal utilized in aquaculture feed and/or fish as direct feed in aquaculture in the region. This
has stimulated fish pressure to a certain extent and impacted on natural resources.

6.

Intensification of aquaculture demands heavy use of commercial feed, energy and chemicals
and outsourced seed of farmed fish, crustaceans and other aquatic animals, which may result
in various problems. Heavy feed and energy input in intensive aquaculture can significantly
contribute to GHG emissions. The effluent from intensive aquaculture installations can have
serious impacts on the local environment. Transboundary movement of animal seed can
significantly increase the risk of epidemic diseases and exacerbate food and environmental
safety issues.

Impact of IUU fishing on wild fish stocks and economies
7.

With the enacting of the CCRF in 1995, most countries in the region have taken actions to
combat IUU fishing. Largely due to lack of required strong political will, implementation capacity
and the complexity of the issue, progress to date is still far from satisfactory. It is estimated that
IUU fishing activities are responsible for the loss of 11 to 26 million tonnes of fish every year
with an economic value of US$11 to 23 billion in addition to the damage to wild fish stocks and
natural habitats. The coming into force of the PSMA and recent trade/market-based
interventions from importing countries, juxtaposed by consumer labelling efforts, have stepped
up the urgency to combat IUU within the Asia-Pacific region.

Overfishing and its adverse effects on SDG 14
8.

Globally, almost 30 percent of assessed marine stocks are estimated as fished at a biologically
unsustainable level and, therefore, overfished and there is a paucity of information on the status
of inland fisheries resources. Overfishing not only generates negative ecological consequences
but also reduces fish production, which further leads to negative socio-economic consequences.
For example, it is estimated that rebuilding overfished stocks could increase fishery production
by 16.5 million tonnes and annual rent by US$32 billion, which would certainly increase the
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contribution of marine fisheries to the food security, economies and well-being of coastal
communities. Although good progress is being made in reducing fishing rates and restoring
overfished stocks and aquatic ecosystems through effective management actions in some areas,
there is much that needs to be done to ensure the sustainable contributions of capture fisheries
to human and ecosystem well-being.
Increased vulnerability of small-scale fishers, fish farmers and dependent communities to greater
climate variability, climate change and degrading environments
9.

With the increasing risks associated with climate variability, changing water and rainfall regimes
and temperature variability, small-scale fishers and fish farmers are more vulnerable than ever
before. For example, climate change will impact aquaculture and coastal/riparian fishing
communities through extreme weather events, such as storms, flooding and drought; and
through ocean acidification and increasing temperatures, which have particularly severe
consequences for shellfish and squid, mangroves and tropical coral reefs. Migration of
commercial species is predicted to leave serious deficits in tropical countries where marine fish
availability is predicted to decrease by as much as 40 percent. This will have cascading effects
on economic growth and jobs along the seafood value chain. Other external drivers of
environmental change, such as an increasing reliance on hydropower for energy, irrigation for
crop production and freshwater extraction for human consumption, alter the rhythm of flows
and water levels; combined with the increasing cumulative impacts of effluents, runoff, habitat
destruction and pollution are severely hampering the productive capacities of aquatic systems.

Lack of inclusive and equitable value chains for small fishers and fish farmers
10. Aquaculture and fisheries production have shifted significantly from subsistence production to
market-oriented production. Small-scale fish farmers and fishers are now more dependent on
input suppliers and distant markets. However, inclusive and equitable aquaculture and fisheries
value chains have not been well established in many countries. Small-scale fish farmers, fishers
and postharvest workers usually do not have easy excess to quality inputs and direct access to
mainstream markets and they often bear the most economic risks and share the least benefits
among all the players along the value chain.
Involvement of the regional initiative for blue growth
11. In order to respond to the recommendations of the APFIC session and the APRC and support
implementation of FAO’s strategic programmes, the regional initiative on sustainable
intensification of aquaculture for blue growth in Asia-Pacific was first developed in 2014 to help
member countries address major issues and challenges in achieving sustainable fisheries and
aquaculture growth through responsible management and utilization of aquatic ecosystems
and natural resources.
12. It was implemented with six focus countries, namely Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste and Viet Nam between 2014 and 2016. Implementation from 2014 to
2016 involved mostly aquaculture-focused regional- and country-level activities for a number
of reasons; implementation and major achievements were reported to the 34th Session of
APFIC.
13. The 34th APFIC Session and 33rd APRC endorsed the implementation of the regional initiative
and complimented the achievement. Both meetings also recommended expansion of its scope
to cover the full range of fisheries, aquaculture and management of aquatic ecosystems and
resources as well as the entire Asia-Pacific region.
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14. Since late 2016, the initiative’s conceptual framework has been restructured for more
inclusiveness and a programmatic approach. The regional initiative was thus renamed as the
regional initiative on blue growth in Asia-Pacific. The implementation of the regional initiative
is open for any country where there is potential and strong interest in its intersectoral nature.
New programmatic framework of the regional initiative on blue growth
Objective of the regional initiative
15. The objective of the regional initiative is to help member countries in the region to achieve blue
economic growth and contribute to the SDGs through:
●

●

Sustainable growth of aquaculture and sustained capture fisheries by implementing
innovative production technologies and practices and more responsible management
approaches and practices for sustainable and efficient use of aquatic natural resources; and
Conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems, aquatic biodiversity and their
ecosystem services.

16. The regional initiative will support the member countries to effectively address the key issues
in achieving sustainable aquaculture growth and responsible capture fisheries, and conservation
of marine and inland water ecosystems through development and implementation of
appropriate regional- and country-level policy and strategy and technical and managerial
interventions at the country level.
17. The main focus of the initiative will be promoting informed policy, good governance and
innovative production and management practices that contribute to sustainable growth of
aquaculture and improved management of capture fisheries covering the whole supply chain
from input supply to the marketing of products in Asia.
18. The implementation of the regional initiative will significantly contribute to eight organizational
outputs across SO2, SO3 and SO5.
PWAs of the regional initiative
PWA 1. Strengthen the enabling environment for sustainable growth of aquaculture, sustainable capture
fisheries and conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems and aquatic biodiversity in Asia
●

●

●

●

Support and disseminate development of the regional strategy and action plans for
sustainable aquaculture growth and fisheries management, and conservation of marine and
inland water ecosystems and aquatic biodiversity in Asia and the Pacific through regional
consultations, organizations/mechanisms and governments of member countries in the
region;
Support the formulation of country-specific policy/strategy recommendation documents
and enabling legal frameworks for the sustainable growth of aquaculture and fisheries
management, and conservation of marine and inland water ecosystems and aquatic
biodiversity;
Strengthen capacity development of member governments and regional organizations
promoting blue growth and public awareness raising; and
Document contributions of the fisheries and aquaculture sector to the SDGs.
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PWA 2. Support improved efficiency and sustainable growth of aquaculture in Asia
●

●

●

●

Support the application of aquaculture planning and management tools in member
countries;
Document and disseminate well-proven innovative aquaculture systems/practices/
technologies among member countries;
Support scaling up of innovative aquaculture farming systems/practices in Asian countries;
and
Support the development of ICT-based aquaculture resource inventories and extension
service platforms in member countries.

PWA 3. Promote sustainable capture fisheries and protection of aquatic biodiversity and ecosystem
services
●
●

●

●

Support the EAFM in member countries and share successes across the region;
Support assessment of marine fisheries stocks for informed fisheries management in
member countries;
Support assessment of the status of implementation of the PSMA and related instruments
and the development of national strategies and actions to combat IUU fishing; and
Support the evaluation and protection/management of aquatic biodiversity and ecosystem
services in important marine and inland ecosystems in member countries.

PWA 4. Support inclusive and equitable aquaculture and fisheries value chain development
●
●

●

●
●

Strengthen the national capacity for supplying quality aquaculture seed;
Strengthen the national capacity for supplying quality and cost-effective feed for small
farmers;
Support assessment of aquaculture value chains and formulation of national strategy for
strengthening aquaculture value chains;
Support establishment of best practices in postharvest practices; and
Support implementation of the SSF Guidelines and the Tenure Guidelines through increased
understanding of the contributions of the small-scale fisheries sector to food security,
nutrition, livelihoods and economic growth, provision of technical support to SSF
organizations and cooperatives and increased collaboration with CSOs and private sector
actors.

PWA 5. Increase resilience of farmers and fishers in adapting to climate change impacts and coping with
natural and socio-economic risks
●
●

●

●

Support the assessment of vulnerability/risks;
Support development and demonstration of climate-resilient aquaculture farming/fisheries
system/practices, including better integration of aquaculture with other agricultural
production systems such as rice systems in member countries;
Support identification of community-based climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture
options and capacity development for adopting the options; and
Evaluate potential aquaculture/fisheries social protection and insurance schemes and
develop related policy recommendations for building social safety nets for small fish
farmers/fishers.
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Implementation of the regional initiative on blue growth in 2016 and 2017
19. FAO continued and expanded implementation of the regional initiative during 2016 and 2017
at regional and country levels with increasing efforts to mobilize resources by FAO regional and
country offices.
20. At the regional level, FAO organized seven regional consultations and technical workshops to
address issues of regional importance in sustainable intensification of aquaculture. Three
regional projects were formulated and implemented to support good aquaculture production
and management practices at both regional and country levels. An FAO publication on
documentation of sustainable aquaculture practices in the region was produced.
21. At the country level, 17 Trust Fund projects and TCP projects were formulated and implemented
in the six focus countries to support their governments in addressing priority issues related to
the sustainable intensification of aquaculture.
Major achievements during 2016 and 2017
22. Following the general guidance of the 33rd APRC for FAO’s priority work and specific
recommendations, the regional initiative for blue growth has made major achievements in the
following areas:
The regional initiative effectively supported member countries to improve fisheries management
and protect aquatic ecosystems
●

●

●

Member countries were assisted to strengthen and implement their NAPs. Accession to
international agreements (such as the PSMA and United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement
[UNFSA]) was supported through legal and policy advice. In coordination with FAO
headquarters, a suite of TCP/TCPF projects is being implemented in seven countries.
A regional TCP to address IUU has been developed to support five countries and the APFIC
region to address capacity needs and identify gaps;
Member countries were helped to strengthen national capacity in fisheries management
through promotion of the EAF. Capacity development materials for the region continued
to be improved (LEAD, EEAFM and EAFM training of trainers). Two key FAO regional projects
supporting in part EAF implementation (REBYC-II and BoBLME phase 1) were closed in 2017
and one, the ISLME, was opened. Support to EAF implementation is integrated into three
national projects; and
Strengthened regional cooperation on the BoBLME and ISLME, which was indicated by the
endorsement of the FAO-led SAP by all countries and their agreement to the second
phase programme partnership supported by the GEF. The ISLME SAP phase (led by FAO) was
kick-started.

The regional initiative effectively supported member countries in identifying and demonstrating
innovative aquaculture production and management systems and practices for more efficient and
sustainable production
●

●

Successful conduct of a regional workshop to promote scaling up of innovative agroaquaculture in Kunming, China, with over 30 participants from seven countries in Asia,
through collaboration between the regional initiative and SP2;
Successful demonstration of innovative rice-fish and rice-shrimp farming in Indonesia and
Viet Nam; an expert team support mission to Myanmar for promoting innovative agro-
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aquaculture; and a regional technical guideline for good rice-fish farming practices was
developed and disseminated to five countries;
●

●

Successful pilot application of four aquaculture planning and management tools in
Indonesia, Thailand and Viet Nam through implementation of a regional TCP; and
Successful conduct of a regional consultation on responsible production and use of feed
and ingredients for sustainable growth of aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific; a draft
regional strategy and actions were recommended.

Effectively supported member countries to strengthen inclusive and gender-sensitive fisheries and
aquaculture value chains
●

●

●

Member countries were encouraged to implement the SSF Guidelines through ground-level
work, e.g. community-based fisheries development in Cambodia, and by organizing a joint
FAO-SEAFDEC ‘Experts Workshop on Regional Approach for the Implementation of FAO
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries: Human Rights-Based
Approach and Gender-Equitability’ from 26 to 28 September 2017;
Five member countries received support to improve aquaculture feed and seed production
through TCP projects, which improved the access of small farmers to quality production
inputs; and
Two member countries were helped with conducting an aquaculture value chain study and
the development of strategy and actions for establishing inclusive aquaculture value chains.

Effectively supported member countries in building resilience of the fisheries and aquaculture
sectors
●

●

●

●

Assisted members to implement NAPs through the development or implementation of GEF/
LDCF projects (e.g. Bangladesh, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Timor-Leste);
Development of regional GEF projects (e.g. BoBLME and ISLME) that incorporate climate
change and DRM;
Successfully supported five member countries in developing, piloting and scaling up
climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture systems/practices through developing and
implementing regional/country TCP projects and the GEF project; and
Successful conduct of the FAO/APFIC regional consultative workshop ‘Building Climate
Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific Region’, which effectively shared
lessons and good practices to address climate change implications for fisheries and
aquaculture in the region and recommended strategies and actions to effectively address
the gaps and constraints in building climate resilience and contributing to reduced GHG
emissions from the fisheries and aquaculture sector.

Priority areas of work for 2018 and 2019
Continue to support member countries to improve fisheries management and protect aquatic
ecosystems through:
●

●

Support to address IUU through the implementation of ongoing support projects (TCP/
Technical Cooperation Programme Facility [TCPF]), NPOA development, accession to the
PSMA and UNFSA with a new TCPF;
Develop a regional strategy and programme to address IUU and a draft joint BoBP-IGO
RPOA-IUU strategy consultation under the regional TCP;
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●

●

Strengthen regional cooperation through consultations in support of the BoBLME second
phase programme document and start the ISLME consultation phase; and
Promote EAF, fisheries co-management and aquatic biodiversity and habitat conservation
in member countries through effective implementation of ongoing GEF projects (Indonesia,
China, Timor-Leste etc.) and development of new GEF, GCF projects to support countries.

Support member countries to scale up innovative aquaculture and fisheries production and
management systems and practices for more efficient and sustainable production
●

●

●

Continue to support scaling up of innovative agro-aquaculture (rice-fish, rice-shrimp and
aquaponics) in member countries through the implementation of regional/country TCPs
and developing and disseminating knowledge products;
Conduct a regional study and workshop to promote the use of ICT tools for improved
fisheries management; and
Conduct and disseminate knowledge projects on aquaculture planning and management
tool application for member countries.

Support member countries to strengthen inclusive and gender-sensitive fisheries and aquaculture
value chains
●

●

●

Conduct country case studies on the participation of women and youth in the fish value
chain, with the overall aim of formulating targeted interventions to address specific
constraints;
Support the Seventh Global Symposium on Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries to be held
in Bangkok, Thailand from 18 to 20 October 2018 to highlight, promote and disseminate
FAO’s work; and
Continue to support member countries to implement the SSF Guidelines and develop their
capacity for implementing and monitoring SDG14.

Support member countries to build the resilience of the fisheries and aquaculture sector
●

●

●

●

Support member countries to develop capacity, development strategies and adopt good
practices for fisheries and aquaculture regarding climate change adaptation and mitigation
through implementing ongoing GEF and TCP projects and developing new GCP, GCF and
TCP projects;
Organize a regional technical consultation on how to develop and promote appropriate
insurance for supporting the resilience of fishing and fish-farming households based on
previous work (regional and national workshops and country case studies);
Organize a regional consultation and related country investigation to address AMR risks
related to aquaculture in the region in collaboration with the One Health Initiative and FAO
headquarters’ programme work; and
Continue to provide support to emergency response and preparedness, taking into
consideration that many member countries in the region are prone to natural disasters and
the impacts of climate change.

Suggested action by the Commission
23. The Commission is invited to review and comment on the programmatic framework of the
regional initiative on blue growth.
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24. The Commission is further invited to review and comment on the implementation and progress
made since the last session.
25. The Commission is further invited to review, comment and endorse the priorities for
implementation of the regional initiative on blue growth for 2018 to 2019.
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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
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Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Support to the implementation of the IPOA-IUU in member countries
Background
1.

IUU fishing is one of the major problems in the fisheries sector, undermining efforts towards
the sustainable utilization and management of fishery resources and posing a threat to the
livelihoods and food security of legitimate fishers. IUU fishing has been associated with poor
working conditions, illegal migration and forced labour.

2.

IUU fishing in the Asia-Pacific region is significant and APFIC recently identified over 33 hotspots
with five accounting for 82 to 85 percent of the activity. APFIC estimated the illegal fish catch
by foreign vessels in Asia at US$3.7 to 5.2 billion per year and to be in the region of 3.4 to
8.1 million tonnes (or around 8 to 16 percent of the total reported catch).

3.

In 2001, the IPOA-IUU13 was adopted by consensus at the 24th Session of the COFI and
subsequently endorsed by the 120th Session of the FAO Council.

4.

The IPOA-IUU was developed as a voluntary instrument within the framework of the CCRF and
“conceived of as a ‘toolbox’ – a set of tools for use in dealing with IUU fishing in its various
manifestations”.14 The IPOA-IUU focuses on all state responsibilities, flag state responsibilities,
coastal state measures, port state measures, internationally agreed market-related measures,
research and regional fisheries management organizations.

5.

Paragraph 11 of the IPOA-IUU states: “States are encouraged, as a matter of priority, to ratify,
accept or accede to, as appropriate, the 1982 UN Convention,15 the 1995 UN Fish Stocks
Agreement16 and the 1993 F AO Compliance Agreement.17 Those States that have not ratified,
accepted or acceded to these relevant international instruments should not act in a manner
inconsistent with these instruments.”

13

FAO. 2001. International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing. Available at http://www.
fao.org/3/a-y1224e.pdf
14
FAO. 2002. Implementation of the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing.
Available at http://www.fao.org/3/a-y3536e.pdf
15
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982.
16
Agreement for the Implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation
and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.
17
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas.
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6.

Paragraph 25 of IPOA-IUU further states: “States should develop and implement, as soon as
possible but not later than three years after the adoption of the IPOA, national plans of action
to further achieve the objectives of the IPOA and give full effect to its provision as an integral
part of their fisheries management programmes and budgets. These plans should also include,
as appropriate, actions to implement initiatives adopted by relevant regional fisheries
management organizations to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing. In doing so, States
should encourage the full participation and engagement of all interested stakeholders,
including industry, fishing communities and non-governmental organizations.”

7.

The PSMA was approved by the FAO Conference in November 2009. The PSMA applies to fishing
vessels seeking entry into a port other than those of their own state. The PSMA, coupled with
the effective implementation of complementary international instruments and regional
mechanisms, provides for a potent and affordable regional and national governance framework
to combat IUU fishing. The PSMA entered into force on 5 June 2016. As of April 2018,
instruments to adhere to the Agreement had been submitted by 53 states and one member
organization (the European Union).

8.

Annex 1 shows the status of ratification, acceptance and accession to international instruments
as stated in paragraph 11 of the IPOA-IUU and the PSMA as well as the development of
a National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU fishing (NPOA-IUU) as stated in
paragraph 25 of the IPOA-IUU.

9.

The transboundary nature of IUU fishing means that regional coordination and governance are
essential to underpin national efforts, and regional fishery bodies have an important role to play.
In the Asia-Pacific region, FAO has supported efforts for many years to combat IUU fishing,
including through the work of APFIC and in collaboration with regional fishery bodies and
regional projects.

10. In 2016, FAO member countries requested FAO to prioritize work on combating IUU fishing and
implementing the PSMA in the region. The actions that APFIC is undertaking include:
(1) supporting the FAO Global Umbrella Programme (in which several countries such as
Singapore, Thailand, Myanmar and Indonesia have received technical support) and FAO interregional TCPs; (2) the TCPF, in which the following countries have ongoing support: Cambodia,
Maldives and Malaysia.
Report of the 76th Session of the APFIC EXCO, Manila, the Philippines, 21 to 23 February 2017:
APFIC intersessional activities – FAO actions supporting member countries to combat IUU
fishing and implement FAO’s PSMA
11. The EXCO agreed that IUU fishing was a significant problem in the APFIC region and for APFIC
member countries, and that support from APFIC FAO was appropriate. They noted that there
were many other partners engaged in this work and coordination would be essential.
12. The EXCO supported the proposed FAO regional project as an important part of the efforts to
combat IUU. The proposed project outputs included enhanced regional cooperation in support
of addressing IUU and PSMA implementation and strengthened national capacity for the
implementation of the IPOA-IUU and the PSMA.
13. The EXCO noted that work to combat IUU and implement the PSMA would require
multidisciplinary and cross-cutting approaches including sectors outside of fisheries. The
importance of political leadership and ownership was stressed.
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14. The EXCO noted the importance of sharing experiences among countries in the region that are
at different levels of planning and implementation.
15. The importance of, and difficulties in, ensuring the engagement of the small-scale fisheries
sector were stressed. It was also noted that in many countries, the terms ‘small scale’ and ‘large
scale’ are defined differently.
16. The EXCO noted that national legal frameworks and strong governance were also required for
the implementation of the IPOA-IUU and the PSMA. The EXCO suggested that wherever
possible, domestic IUU and inland IUU fishing issues should be considered during discussions
on IUU.
Regional technical cooperation project: ‘Support to Countries to Address Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing (IUU)’
17. This is the regional project mentioned in paragraph 12, which, was approved by RAP
management in late December 2017. The full project document is available at APFIC/18/INF-10.
The project participating countries are Bangladesh, Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam.
At the time of writing, Cambodia and Myanmar have signed the project agreement and the
project is not yet operational. The expected duration of project implementation is 18 months.
As envisioned in the project document, the inception and terminal workshops may include nonproject participating countries, regional fishery bodies and partners in order to strengthen
coordination, build synergies and identify good practice for scaling up.
18. The expected outcome of the project is improved management of fisheries and marine
resources and reduced IUU fishing in the RAP region. The project will support countries through
the following three interlinked outputs designed to address key priorities and gaps identified
in relation to strengthening regional coordination, regional governance, strengthened national
capacity and the mobilization of resources through a partnership.
19. Output 1: Regional capacity coordination and governance mechanisms to support member
countries in addressing IUU strengthened. Activities for achieving this output include:
Activity 1.1: Regional strategy and action plan to address IUU
The project will strengthen member countries’ capacity to identify key issues and to develop and
implement plans to address IUU fishing at regional and subregional levels. Member countries and
regional partners will be supported to review existing regional mechanisms and identify gaps and
priorities for regional actions.
The following steps will be undertaken:
●

●

●

The project will undertake a systematic analysis and mapping of ongoing and planned
activities of partners, consult with stakeholders, coordinate gap analysis and prepare a draft
regional strategy with priority recommendations;
The project inception and planning meeting will be the key event to undertake
a stocktaking analysis of current status. Member countries and partners will prepare and
present updates to the meeting. The meeting will allow regional partners and ongoing
projects to outline their plans and priorities to combat IUU;
The meeting will be the first opportunity for member countries in the APFIC region to build
on the FAO regional consultations of 2009 and 2004;
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●

●

●

●

The project will prepare reports from the inception meeting consultation, which will outline
a roadmap and timetable to undertake the development of the draft regional strategy.
Further consultation with stakeholders and the development of a final strategy for
presentation to APFIC will be undertaken;
Fisheries policy and legal technical advice will be provided to member countries during
these meetings;
Partner consultations: The project will consult more broadly with regional partners and
member countries in the drafting and finalization of the regional strategy. It will also
coordinate with existing or planned regional- and national-level consultations to produce
the draft regional strategy. The project will take advantage of existing project and partner
meetings and specifically work with experts from SEAFDEC and BoBP-IGO and other
partners; and
A Bay of Bengal subregional consultation to develop a regional plan of action (RPOA)-IUU:
As part of this process, the project will also carry out through a Letter of Agreement (LOA),
a regional consultation to develop a draft regional strategy for the subregion (RPOA-IUU).
The project will work with existing regional bodies and countries to review the current
status of existing regional plans, identify gaps and priority actions.

The project will further support member countries by strengthening partnerships and coordination
among existing regional bodies and develop an APFIC regional strategy, integrating and building on
existing arrangements.
Priority actions identified through mapping and gap analysis of global, regional and subregional
strategies, institutions and governance for combating IUU and implementing the PSMA will be
prepared.
Activity 1.2: Guidelines and good practice developed including a technical review of appropriate
methodologies to better understand and monitor the impact of IUU in the APFIC region.
Member countries have requested support in developing good practice for the region to help them
address IUU fishing. In particular, they have requested guidance in monitoring and reporting of IUU
fishing. Improved monitoring and reporting of IUU fishing will greatly strengthen the ability of
countries to address the issue.
The project will synthesize international-, regional- and country-level good practices and
methodologies on monitoring and reporting of IUU fishing.
●

●

●

●

The project will conduct a desk review, carry out expert interviews and coordinate with
existing or planned regional- and national-level consultants to produce regional technical
guidelines for consultation;
The guidelines will highlight lessons learned and good practices in the region and more
broadly;
The project will take advantage of existing project and partner meetings and specifically
work with experts from SEAFDEC and BoBP-IGO and other partners; and
The draft technical guidelines will be presented to the APFIC RCFM and shared with policymakers throughout the region and beyond.

During regional and national consultations, member countries and partners will be consulted to
agree on the topic for a possible second priority area for technical guidelines to be developed and
presented in a similar manner, depending on funds available.
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The technical guidelines will provide an important contribution to countries’ ability to address IUU
fishing in the region and will be shared with stakeholders across the region through a variety of
channels.
20. Output 2: NAPs to address IUU developed in two countries and strengthened in three. Activities for
achieving this output include:
Activity 2.1: Baseline reports from participating countries
The project will collate and prepare baseline information with respect to the participating countries
including policies, laws and strategies relevant to addressing IUU fishing.
Activity 2.2: Consultations in at least five member countries in developing the NPOA-IUU and
preparing accession documents to the PSMA and other international fisheries agreements as
required
Support will be provided to the five participating countries to undertake consultations with respect
to the development of the NPOA-IUU or to address priorities identified.
Viet Nam and Bangladesh will be supported to undertake national consultations and gap analysis
to develop a draft NPOA-IUU and identify priority areas of support.
Cambodia, Thailand and Myanmar, where gap analysis has been undertaken, will be supported in the
implementation of key priorities already identified. In these countries, priority areas of support will
be identified to build on existing areas of work.
The project will advise the governments concerned with the preparation of accession agreements
to the PSMA if required (should countries not yet be parties to the agreement).
Capacity development needs will be identified during the gap analysis and subsequent meetings.
Potential support to implementation of the findings will be identified in coordination with the FAO
Umbrella Programme, FAO Inter-regional Programme and other national or regional programmes
and partners to ensure full synergy and avoid possible overlap.
Countries will be further supported through participation in regional training, meetings and the
development of a regional partnership programme, which will mobilize resources at regional and
country levels to address the priority issues identified during consultations and meetings.
This partnership developed in Output 3 will identify new resources and coordination mechanisms
and will also integrate into, and build on, existing and pipeline programmes. Through the regional
partnership, priority areas for action with respect to technical advice will be identified, including
regional guidelines to identify and share good practices to support countries in monitoring and
reporting IUU.
Activity 2.3: support to the development of national strategies for combating IUU and
implementing the PSMA (through mapping and gap analysis)
Based on country-level prioritization, the project will support Ministries of Fisheries to develop a draft
NPOA-IUU in Bangladesh and Viet Nam.
This work will be carried out in close coordination with the FAO Umbrella Programme and Interregional Programme to ensure synergy.
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The project will take advantage of existing project and partners’ meetings and specifically work with
experts from SEAFDEC and BoBP-IGO and other partners.
21. Output 3: Capacity support to develop a regional programme and partnership to address IUU.
Activities to achieve this output include:
Activity 3.1: Stakeholder consultations to identify national and regional priorities for partnership
strengthening and identification of programme elements
Countries will be supported in the development of a regional programme and partnership to
combat IUU fishing, which will be fully integrated with project activities and with RAP’s ongoing
efforts to develop regional partnerships with resource partners such as the GEF and other bilateral
donors.
The development of the regional programme and partnership will be undertaken in close
coordination with the ongoing FAO Umbrella Programme and other ongoing partner projects and
programmes.
The project will:
●
●

●

●
●

●
●

Review ongoing and planned initiatives by partners and countries in the region;
Identify key issues through problem and Theory of Change analysis in consultation with
stakeholders;
Conduct gender (and vulnerable group) analysis to ensure full integration to the
programme;
Identify priority actions and results;
Undertake scoping and stakeholder consultation for the development of a long-term
regional partnership;
Prepare and present the programme to partners and resource partners;
Carry out partners’ and resource partners’ dialogue and follow up (and preparation of
project/programme documents as appropriate); and

●

Conduct a validation workshop (APFIC RCFM meeting 2019); and

●

Communicate findings.

22. The project will be implemented in countries through the organization of national consultation
processes, depending on the individual country needs. Countries face different challenges and
constraints with respect to development of the NPOA-IUU and implementation of the
provisions of the PSMA. These range from the absence of adequate policies and laws, to poor
communication and coordination among national entities as well as with other countries and
regional fishery bodies, weak systems, institutional and operational competencies for
monitoring, control and surveillance, and inadequate enforcement capacities. Some countries
are more advanced than others and already have strategies/action plans against IUU fishing and
require only limited assistance to align their governance frameworks to the PSMA and
complementary international instruments and mechanisms. The project will therefore adopt
a flexible approach, focusing on the most pressing issues each country faces with respect to:
(i) national policies, laws and by-laws; (ii) institutional and operational capacities; and
(iii) national cooperation and coordination. This approach will allow building on and adding
value to the work already done by governments, regional partners and other FAO and non-FAO
projects and initiatives.
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Other forthcoming initiatives in support of combating IUU fishing
23. Participating countries of the FAO-led BoBLME project, namely, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand, have endorsed the SAP, which includes
actions to address IUU fishing. The second phase of this project is expected to start in 2019.
In addition, the FAO-led ISLME will work with Timor-Leste and Indonesia in developing and
implementing an SAP, which will include addressing IUU fishing.
Suggested action by the Commission
24. The Commission is invited to consider the information presented in this working paper and
provide recommendations on improving regional cooperation for combating IUU fishing and
sharing of information, experiences and lessons learned.
25. The Commission may further consider recommendations on how the APFIC Secretariat might
support partners in addressing the issue of combating IUU fishing and implementing the PSMA.
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Annex 1. Status of ratification, acceptance and accession to international instruments as stated
in paragraph 11 of the IPOA-IUU and the PSMA, as well as the development of a NAP to prevent,
deter and eliminate IUU fishing (NPOA-IUU) as stated in paragraph 25 of the IPOA-IU.
1982 UN
Convention
(entered into
force on 16 Nov
1994)

1995 UN Fish
Stocks Agreement
(entered into
force on 11 Dec
2001)

1993 FAO
Compliance
Agreement
(entered into
force on 24 April
2003)

2009 PSMA
(entered into
force on 5 June
2016)

Formal
confirmation (c),
Accession (a),
Succession (d),
Ratification18

Ratification/
accession19

Acceptance20

Ratification (r),
Acceptance (c),
Approval (p),
Accession21

Country

National
Plan of
Action to
Prevent,
Deter, and
Eliminate
IUU Fishing
(NPOA-IUU)

APFIC members
Australia

5 Oct 1994

23 Dec 1999

Bangladesh

27 Jul 2001

5 Nov 2012

Cambodia

1 Jul 1983
(signature)

China

7 Jun 1996

France

11 Apr 1996

19 Dec 2003

India

29 Jun 1995

19 Aug 2003 (a)

Indonesia

3 Feb 1986

28 Sep 2009

Japan

20 Jun 1996

7 Aug 2006

Malaysia

14 Oct 1996

Myanmar

21 May 1996

Nepal

2 Nov 1998

New Zealand 19 Jul 1996

19 Aug 2004

20 Jun 2000
8 Sep 1994

18 Apr 2001

11 Jul 2016 (p)

✓

23 Jun 2016 (r)

✓

19 May 2017

✓

The
Philippines

8 May 1984

24 Sep 2014

ROK

29 Jan 1996

1 Feb 2008

24 Apr 2003
29 Aug 2014

Sri Lanka

19 Jul 1994

24 Oct 1996

Thailand

15 May 2011

28 Apr 2017 (a)

Timor-Leste

8 Jan 2013a

UK

25 Jul 1997a

22 Nov 2010

14 Jul 2005

26 Feb 1997

Viet Nam

✓

✓

Pakistan

USA

20 Jul 2015 (r)

✓

✓

✓
14 Jan 2016

✓

20 Jan 2011

✓

6 May 2016

✓
✓

10 Dec 2001
21 Aug 2008

✓
19 Dec 1995

25 Jul 1994

26 Feb 2016 (r)

✓
✓

Non-APFIC members
Bhutan

10 Dec 1982
(signature)

Brunei
Darussalam

5 Nov 1996
✓

18

Available at https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetailsIII.aspx?src=treaty&mtdsg_no=xxi-6&chapter=21&Temp=mtdsg3&clang=_en#EndDec
(accessed on 28 Feb 2018)
19
Available at https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XXI-7&chapter=21&clang=_en (accessed on 18 April 2018)
20
Available at https://treaties.un.org/pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=080000028007be1a (accessed on 18 April 2018)
21
Available at http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/037s-e.pdf (accessed on 18 April 2018)
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Lao PDR

10 Dec 1982
(signature)

Maldives

7 Sep 2000

Singapore

17 Nov 1994

30 Dec 1998

16 Mar 2017

IPOA-IUU: International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing. http://www.fao.org/
3/a-y1224e.pdf
1982 UN Convention: United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982. http://www.un.org/depts/los/
convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement: Agreement for the Implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N95/274/67/PDF/N9527467.pdf?OpenElement
1993 FAO Compliance Agreement: Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas. http://www.fao.org/docrep/MEETING/003/X3130m/X3130E00.HTM
2009 Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA): Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i1644t.pdf
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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
Update on resource mobilization to support sustainable fisheries
and aquaculture in the APFIC region
As the world’s fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems become increasingly threatened by
pollution, habitat destruction, climate change and overfishing, there is a need to address the longterm sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture sectors. Resource mobilization is an important
element to assist countries in attaining their SDGs. When developed and implemented in
a collaborative and coordinated manner, external funding can provide excellent catalytic or upscaling funds to innovative approaches at the regional and local levels.
While the contributions of the sector to customs, cultures, food security, livelihoods and national
economies and the benefits from investing in responsible fisheries and aquaculture are well
acknowledged – especially in the Asia-Pacific region – the sector received approximately only
0.24 percent of total ODA to Asia-Pacific countries over the period from 2006 to 2015, while the total
volume of ODA to agriculture reached 9.9 percent in 2013.22 Similarly, from 2010 to 2015, global ODA
fisheries allocations decreased by over 30 percent, while grants for non-fisheries sectors increased
by over 13 percent.23 These trends signal a likely gap in support to the sector that is not
consistent with global goals for the sector, such as SDG14.
FAO, with the mandate to promote and support the implementation of the CCRF and its related
instruments and to provide neutral forums to bring together relevant actors to discuss issues related
to international cooperation and multistakeholder approaches to fisheries and aquaculture
management, has supported and continues to support countries in identification of and access to
ODA to support sustainable development in the fisheries and aquaculture sector.
This paper provides a follow up to the 34th APFIC Session agenda item on FAO/GEF initiatives for
regional cooperation in fisheries management (APFIC/16/10 Rev. 1) and includes a brief look at the
broader landscape of financial mechanisms available to support the sector to inform on ODA
available to the sector and current FAO efforts and to seek guidance on future resource mobilization
efforts in the region.

22

Source: FAO AIDmonitor, accessed 24 April 2018 at <http://www.fao.org/aid-monitor >. Values are indicative only as they do not include
aid-like flows outside of the OECD DAC statistics nor do they include domestic resources to the sector.
23
Blasiak & Wabnitz. 2018. Aligning fisheries aid with international development targets and goals. Marine Policy, 88, February 2018: 86-92.
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The Global Environment Facility (GEF)
The GEF is an independent financial mechanism that provides support to developing countries and
projects that benefit country commitments to the global environment.24 In addition to its GEF Trust
Fund, the GEF also administers the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF), the Least Developed
Countries Fund (LDCF), the Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT), the Nagoya Protocol
Implementation Fund (NPIF) and the Adaptation Fund. There has been a strong match between FAO
and GEF strategic and programme priorities and the sector has collaborated on areas relating to
biodiversity, climate change, land degradation and international waters in the APFIC region
(e.g. BoBLME, REBYC-II CTI, ISLME – see APFIC/16/10 Rev. 1 for a summary of these projects). The list
of FAO-implemented GEF projects under development or implementation in APFIC includes:
Title of GEF project

Status

GCP/RAS/289/GFF ‘Enabling Transboundary Cooperation
for Sustainable Management of the Indonesian Seas.
Indonesian Seas Large Marine Ecosystems (ISLME)’

Implementation

GCP/CPR/043/GFF ‘Securing Biodiversity Conservation and
Sustainable Use in China’s Dongting Lake Protected Areas’

Implementation

GCP/CPR/045/GFF ‘Demonstration of Estuarine Biodiversity
Conservation, Restoration and Protected Area Networking
in China’

Implementation

GCP/INS/303/GFF ‘Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation
and Sustainable Use into Inland Fisheries Practices in
Freshwater Ecosystems of High Conservation Value
(lFish)’ (Indonesia)

Implementation

GCP/LAO/022/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation in Wetlands Areas
(CAWA) in Lao PDR’

Implementation

GCP/BGD/055/LDF ‘Community-based Climate Resilient
Fisheries and Aquaculture Development in Bangladesh’

Project approved

GCP/MYA/020/LDF ‘FishAdapt: Strengthening the adaptive
capacity and resilience of fisheries and aquaculturedependent livelihoods in Myanmar’

Implementation

GCP/MYA/025/GFF ‘My-Coast: Ecosystem-Based
Conservation of Myanmar’s Southern Coastal Zone’

Formulation of project document
has commenced

GCP/CMB/037/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation and Resilience
in Cambodia’s Coastal Fishery Dependent Communities’

Formulation to commence after
LDCF Council approval in June 2018

BoBLME-II SAP implementation ‘Sustainable Management
of the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Programme’

Formulation – Technically cleared,
awaiting GEF Council approval in
June 2018 to commence programme
and project formulation (programme
framework provided in Annex 1)

IkanAdapt: ‘Strengthening the Adaptive Capacity and
Resilience of Fisheries and aquaculture-dependent
livelihoods in Timor-Leste’

Formulation – technically
approved, awaiting LDCF fund
replenishment

24

The GEF supports the implementation of key international environmental conventions, such as the CBD, UNFCCC, UNCCD, etc.
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The GEF is currently moving into its seventh replenishment period (2018 to 2022) and the
replenishment’s programming directions25 show good alignment to goals within the fisheries and
aquaculture sectors. The underlying logic of GEF-7 places agriculture and food systems as key drivers
of environmental degradation/change and, therefore, will support efforts to be more biodiversitypositive in priority sectors, including fisheries. The GEF-7 strategy explicitly addresses “national and
shared fisheries by supporting existing policy goals and targets established through RFMOs, the 2009
Port State Measures Agreement and the FAO Voluntary Small-Scale Fisheries Guidelines. Improving
shared management of marine fisheries will also include promoting technology to support
monitoring, compliance and surveillance with particular focus on combatting Illegal Unreported,
Unregulated (IUU) fisheries.” Ridge to Reef and Source to Sea programmes also provide cross-sectoral
efforts for aquatic ecosystem improvement of direct benefit to fisheries and aquaculture systems.
In addition to the traditional GEF focal areas (Biodiversity, Land Degradation, Climate Change,
Chemicals and International Waters) the GEF-7 programme includes the three impact programmes
(IPs). The IPs in this GEF-7 programme are new and ‘innovative’ and the Food Systems, Landscape
Restoration & Commodities IP is of particular relevance to the aquatic food production sectors and
could support the transition to biodiversity-positive fish value chains.
Examples of GEF-7 FAO readiness support to the sector include 1) an FAO TCPF activity to identify
fisheries priorities and partners and how they map to GEF-7 priorities in the Gulf of Thailand and
Lower Mekong River Basin areas; 2) GEF-7 IW/BD/CC concept development (e.g. India); and 3) support
to integrated Source to Sea (e.g. Myanmar and the Philippines) and Food Systems IP proposals
(e.g. Lao PDR). Similar GEF-7 regional proposals could be supported depending on country and
partner priorities.
An ideas’ note on the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to the GEF-7 strategy and draft
concept notes to stimulate discussion are provided in APFIC/18/INF-11.
GEF national focal points may be found at https://www.thegef.org/focal_points_list
The Green Climate Fund
The GCF was established at the Sixteenth Conference of Parties to the UNFCCC in 2010. The fund
promotes the shift towards low-emission and climate-resilient development pathways and provides
support to developing countries to limit or reduce their GHG emissions and to adapt to the impacts
of climate change.
Countries may access funds in two ways: directly through accredited subnational, national or regional
implementing entities, or via accredited international entities, such as UN agencies and international
financial institutions. The GCF Board has defined key investment priorities26 which target many
challenges directly relevant to fisheries and aquaculture, including support for reducing emissions
and enhancing the resilience of people’s livelihoods and food security.
There is great scope for support to building climate-resilient fisheries and aquaculture sectors and
communities in these funds, either through targeted projects or broader, cross-sectoral area-based
initiatives.

25

The GEF-7 Programme Directions is available at https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/council-meeting-documents/GEF-7%20Programming
%20Directions%20-%20GEF_R.7_19.pdf and the GEF project database is available at https://www.thegef.org/projects
26
The GCF strategic plan is available at https://www.greenclimate.fund/who-we-are/about-the-fund/governance#strategic-plan
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FAO is supporting countries to investigate and develop concept notes for the GCF Board. Country
agriculture sectors’ priorities have, to this point, primarily focused on agriculture crop sectors and
forestry GHG mitigation priorities but there is great potential for fisheries and aquaculture nationaland regional-level proposals, which would fill a gap in the GCF portfolio.
GCF National Designated Authorities or focal point designations may be found at https://www.
greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/tools/country-directory
International Climate Initiative (IKI)
Since 2008, the IKI of the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety (BMU) has been financing climate and biodiversity projects in developing and newly
industrializing countries, as well as in countries in transition.
The IKI funds projects27 in: 1. Mitigating greenhouse gas emissions; 2. Adapting to the impacts of
climate change; 3. Conserving natural carbon sinks with a focus on reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+); 4. Conserving biological diversity at both national28
and regional levels.
In the APFIC area, FAO has provided support to the fisheries and aquaculture sector’s access to these
funds through the following projects:
Title

Agencies

Status

‘Supporting Developing Countries to Integrate the
Agricultural Sectors into National Adaptation Plans (NAPs)’

UNDP/FAO

Implementation

‘Fishing for Climate Resilience: Empowering Vulnerable,
Fisheries-dependent Communities to Adopt Ecosystembased-Adaptation Measures to Secure Food and
Livelihoods’

RARE-led
consortium

Formulation

Fish for Development (FfD)
Norway has provided assistance in fisheries and aquaculture to developing countries in APFIC for
many years, including to the global EAF Nansen programme, support to the development and
implementation of the SSF Guidelines, support to the BoBLME and direct bilateral assistance. Through
the FfD29, the Norwegian Government wants to “utilize Norway’s comparative advantage to meet the
demand from developing countries” and focuses on the following main components:
●

Resource management, legislation and the combating of fisheries-related crime;

●

Research and development, including the EAF Nansen programme; and

●

Private sector development, including aquaculture.

27

See https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/about-the-iki/iki-funding-instrument/
For a listing of cooperation and priority countries/regions, see https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/fileadmin/Dokumente/2017/
2018_IKI_Call_List_of_Countries.pdf
29
The NORAD Fish for Development policy document is available at https://www.norad.no/globalassets/filer-2017/programmer/fish-fordevelopment/fish-for-development-policy-document-february-2018.pdf
28
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Additional resource partners
In addition to the aforesaid resource partners mentioned, the top historic ODA resource partners and
recipients at the national level in the fisheries sectors are presented below:
Top ODA resource partners in the Asia-Pacific fishing sector (cumulative 2000-2015)
Top Resource Partners
Asia and the Pacific/Fishing/Commitment Current Prices (USD million)/2000-2015
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Top ODA resource partners in the Asia-Pacific fishing sector (2015)
Top Resource Partners
Asia and the Pacific/Fishing/Commitment Current Prices (USD million)/2015-2015
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Kingdom

Top ODA resource recipients in the Asia-Pacific fishing sector (cumulative 2000-2015)
Top Reciplents
Asia and the Pacific/Fishing/Commitment Current Prices (USD million)/2000-2015
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Source: FAO AIDmonitor.

Increased national, regional and global efforts are needed to ensure that the fisheries and
aquaculture systems, value chains and dependent communities are given adequate and targeted
attention in efforts to attain the SDGs, including in the available financial mechanisms.
Suggested action by the Commission
1.

The Commission is requested to reflect on the role of APFIC as a potential executing agency
for regional programmes and projects and advise the Secretariat on next steps and to report
back to APFIC by October 2018.

2.

The Commission is invited to recommend any significant priority areas (national and regional)
that could form the basis of further national efforts and regional cooperation with these
programmes through the APFIC framework.

3.

The Commission is invited to guide on how APFIC may support fisheries and aquaculture
participation/readiness in national-level funding prioritization processes in support of blue
growth.
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Annex I. Sustainable Management of the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Programme
framework under GEF-6
Program Title:

Sustainable Management of the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Programme

Country(ies):

Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand

GEF Program ID:30

9909

Lead GEF Agency:

FAO

GEF Agency
Program ID:

645046 (FAO)

Other GEF
Agency(ies):

ADB

Re-Submission
Date:

25 January 2018

Other executing
partner(s):

Regional and sub regional executing
partners include BoBP-IGO, SEAFDEC,
IUCN/MFF, UN Environment (e.g. COBSEA,
GPA), UNIDO; APFIC; National execution
partners include Ministries of Fisheries and
Agriculture, Ministries of Environment,
and other national agencies from all
8 participating countries

Program Duration
(Months)

60

GEF focal area(s):

International waters; climate change
mitigation

Integrated
Approach Pilot

IAP-Cities ! IAP-Commodities ! IAP-Food Security !

Program Components

Program Outcomes

Component 1: Sustainable
management of fisheries

1.1 The ecosystem approach to fisheries management (EAFM) institutionalized
at national level for targeted transboundary fish stocks (e.g. Hilsa, Indian
Mackerel)

(SAP theme 1; FAO led)

Increased abundance and biomass by 5-10% (from 2014 baseline)
At least 2 EAFM plans incorporating climate change vulnerability analysis of
fisheries implemented in each country leading to 20% increase in landings of
higher value demersal and pelagic species for geographically defined Fisheries
Management Units
National and regional platforms established or strengthened to involve grassroots
stakeholders in management decision-making
EAFM training embedded in national and regional training institutions and
training provided to around 200 practitioners in each country
1.2. IUU catch in the BOBLME reduced
20% reduction in IUU of BOBLME phase 1 baseline for selected fisheries
BOBLME countries join and implement a Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) on IUU
fishing (this will take into account existing initiatives, e.g. in Southeast Asia)
8 National Plans of Action (NPOAs-IUU) and national IUU Monitoring, Control and
Surveillance (MCS) systems and Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) strengthened
Tools for promoting best practices, such as MCS, Port State Measures (PSM) and
traceability, policies and national actions, to combat IUU fishing developed and
30

The Program ID number will be assigned by the GEFSEC.
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implemented in national pilot/investment projects. Countries supported in
acceding to the PSMA
Regional capacity development programme on port inspections, MCS and
traceability implemented with 20 national fisheries staff trained in each country
Component 2: Restoration
and conservation of critical
marine habitats and
protection of biodiversity
(SAP theme 2; FAO led)

2.1. Coastal and marine managed areas (MMAs) contribute to conservation of
biodiversity and blue carbon
At least two MMAs established or strengthened to address issues related to climate
change, transboundary fisheries, Vulnerable Ecosystems (VEs), biodiversity and/or
Endangered, Threatened and Protected (ETP) species (covering 2,000,000 ha of
marine areas)
Regional capacity development programme promoting best practices in
management and evaluation of MMAs and training of 200 practitioners at all levels
2.2. National MMAs established or strengthened resulting in improved MMA
management effectiveness at national level (with STAR funding; without STAR
funding, mainly bilateral donor funding to be used; CCM funding for
Bangladesh will be used for the Sundarbans (Reserve) Forest)
Conservation of blue carbon (mangroves, seagrass), associated biodiversity, and
ETP species (200,000 ha of habitat, approx. 2 million t CO2 , of which >50% in the
Sundarbans)
Conservation of coral reefs, associated biodiversity and ETP species (200,000 ha
under more effective management, leading to improved status)
2.3 Regional consensus and agreements on reduction of threats to marine
biodiversity in coastal and open waters
A regional plan of action for ETP species (e.g. whale sharks and sea turtles)
Legislative frameworks on ETP species harmonized across countries
Assessment of efficacy of NPOAs for sharks

Component 3: Management
of coastal and marine
pollution to improve
ecosystem health
(SAP theme 3; ADB led)

3.1. Pollution from discharge of untreated sewage and wastewater; solid waste
and marine litter31; and nutrient loading reduced or minimized in selected
hotspots in river, coastal and marine waters; promotion of cleaner fishing ports
and addressing abandoned fishing gears at 8 hotspots applying ICM
approaches
Countries enabled and supported to actively participate in the Global
Partnership on Nutrient Management (GPNM), addressing nutrient overenrichment and oxygen depletion from land based pollution of coastal waters,
at selected hotspots (e.g. Chilika Lake) and dissemination of best practices.
Documented practice of nutrient reduction measures, and measurable
reduction of nutrient pollution in selected hotspots.
8 fishing ports covered by sewage management systems and improved waste
management; 5 percent reduction in marine litter (solid waste/marine litter to
be addressed using bilateral donor funds)
Outcome 3.2. Demonstration Investments in Eco-Waste Infrastructure Solutions:
Mandalay City
Water resources management and climate resilience integrated with urban
development through inter-sectoral planning mechanism

31

Activities and targets for marine litter are not programmed using GEF-6 funds.
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Demonstration investments in freshwater ecosystems restoration/rehabilitation at
project sites (e.g. Thingaza Creek, Kantawgyi Lake) contributing to reduced pollution
loads in mid-basin of Ayeyarwaddy River
Capacity strengthened for Mandalay City Development Committee and
Environmental Conservation Department (Myanmar) and other agencies, to
monitor ecosystem health, water quality and water use efficiency at project sites,
including Taung Tha Man Lake
Increased public awareness of multiple benefits from improved water resources
management at project sites, as well as downstream locations
Good practices and models for investments in integrated water resources
management, including monitoring systems, shared across the BoBLME countries
Component 4: Improved
livelihoods and enhanced
resilience of the BoBLME
(SAP theme 4; FAO & ADB
joint leads)

4.1. Enhanced resilience of the BoBLME and reduced vulnerability to natural
hazards, climate variability and change of selected coastal communities
Resilience plans developed based on valuation of ecosystem services and threats
related to livelihoods in at least one pilot coastal area per country to support
decision making in the BoBLME at regional, national and local levels
Inclusion of coastal fisheries and aquaculture in poverty reduction and
development, as well as climate change policies, strategies and planning processes
promoted
Gender considerations mainstreamed into relevant policy and regulatory
frameworks
4.2. Enhanced sustainable livelihoods and diversification for selected coastal
communities
Alternative livelihood options, for both men and women, identified along the
fisheries value chain and other blue growth opportunities, such as tourism
Livelihood diversification for women piloted in at least one site per country
Access to innovative financial services and insurance mechanisms to enhance
resilience and improve livelihoods promoted
Regional capacity development programme on alternative livelihoods and
promotion of decent work opportunities, including social protection for
empowerment and enhanced participation in coastal and marine resource
management and conservation

Component 5: Regional
mechanism for planning,
coordination, and monitoring
of the BoBLME, knowledge
management and
programme coordination
(SAP crosscutting theme;
FAO led)

5.1. Strengthened institutional mechanisms at regional and national levels for
planning, coordination and monitoring of the BoBLME
Consortium for the Conservation and restoration of the BoBLME (CCR-BOBLME)
established and institutionalized to promote stakeholder participation and
awareness, ecosystem assessment, and application of best practices in
implementation of the SAP
Long-term partnership arrangements agreed for sustainable regional coordination
mechanism and sustainable financing for ecosystem-based management in the
BoBLME
8 National inter-sectoral coordination committees established to strengthen the
regulatory and institutional frameworks and to develop national implementation
plans in support of SAP/NAP implementation (including EAFM plans, NPOAs-IUU,
ETP plans, pollution monitoring plans)
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Stakeholder consultation mechanism established for engagement with civil society,
cooperatives, and the private sector
Baseline data (fisheries, trends and threats of critical habitats and ETP species,
pollution, oceanography, and climate change), monitoring systems, and
information repository established at national and regional levels
5.2. Adaptive results-based management and sharing of information and
lessons learned
Effective Programme and Child Project management arrangements established
Regional information sharing mechanism enabling broad access to best practices
and lessons learned in the participating countries and among Child Projects
Program findings and lessons learned identified and contribute to IW Learn and
LME Learn
Monitoring system operating and providing systematic and regular reporting on
programme and child project progress, and progress towards reaching BoBLME SAP
target
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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
Thirty-fifth Session
Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
APFIC’s 2018-2023 strategic plan
1.

As part of the ongoing process to provide clarity of purpose to the Commission, the first APFIC
strategic plan (2006 to 2012) was developed and endorsed by members at the 30th Session of
APFIC (EXCO/17/INF/4-a). This plan included the following sections:
●

The role of FAO Article XIV fisheries bodies;

●

The APFIC geographic area;

●

APFIC’s function;

●

2.

●

Facilitating the emergence of regional agreements and arrangements; and

●

The work of the APFIC Secretariat.

The second APFIC updated strategic plan (2012 to 2018) was approved during the 73rd Session.
This updated plan included new areas which responded to the changing needs of the member
countries and partners. The additional sections included:
●

The APFIC Web site;

●

Monitoring of status and trends in fisheries and aquaculture;

●

3.

An APFIC strategic plan and work plan for 2006 to 2012 (including a regional consultative
forum, scheduled activities under the 2007 to 2008 work plan, APFIC’s coordination role with
other regional organizations and capacity development in responsible fisheries and
aquaculture);

Marine fisheries areas (China Sea and East Asian Seas, Sulu-Celebes (Sulawesi) Sea, ArafuraTimor Sea and the Natuna Sea);

●

Inland fisheries throughout the APFIC region;

●

Aquaculture throughout the APFIC region; and,

●

APFIC’s coordination role with other regional organizations (including NGOs).

The current strategic plan (2012 to 2018) is now approaching its end and the 34th APFIC
Session requested that a new strategic plan be developed for endorsement by APFIC members
at the current APFIC session. Therefore, the Secretariat has developed a proposed APFIC
strategic plan for 2018 to 2023 for the Commission to review and endorse.
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4.

This strategic plan was informed by a review of the implementation of the APFIC 2012-2018
strategic plan in achieving its objectives and providing support to member countries as well
as by the 23 member and partner responses to a short questionnaire developed to provide
feedback on the past performance of APFIC and to guide on future priority issues requiring
APFIC support. Based on this review and feedback, alongside changes in FAO work planning
and budgetary processes, the FAO strategic framework and the evolving context of Asian
fisheries and aquaculture, the plan has been developed by the Secretariat and looks forward
to APFIC’s collaborative role over the coming six years (2016 to 2023). This updated document
describes APFIC’s strategy for support to responsible fisheries and aquaculture in the region and
is structured as follows:
1. Introducing APFIC and the ‘SP6’.
2. APFIC in 2018.
3. The (last) APFIC strategic plan (2012 to 2018).
4. Background to the APFIC strategic plan (2018 to 2023).
5. The APFIC strategic plan (2018 to 2023): six years, six principles, six themes and six goals.

5.

The plan provides a clear strategy document to assist planning and coordination and assist
APFIC to maintain a strategic direction into the next six years in the face of increasing member
country demands, decreasing financial and human resources and the growing number of actors
in the region. It will facilitate the communication and coordination of the Commission’s work
with FAO, other regional organizations/partners and member countries.

6.

The strategic plan contains the following six operational goals for aquaculture and fisheries to
be supported by APFIC, its member countries and partners in the region:
●

Improved and renewed collaborative functioning of APFIC;

●

Formalizing regional partnerships;

●

●

7.

Improving fishery and aquaculture ecosystems and habitats, including addressing pollution,
invasive species, fishing gear and climate change;
Supporting small-scale fisheries and aquaculture and a human rights-based approach to
fisheries development;

●

Combating IUU fishing and fisheries-related crime; and

●

Improving fish food safety, fish value chains and fish trade.

The draft APFIC 2018-2023 strategic plan is presented in document APFIC/18/INF-12.

Suggested action by the Commission
8.

The Commission is invited to advise the Secretariat on:
●

The relevance of the six regional outcomes contained in the plan.

●

Any alterations and additions necessary to improve the strategic plan.

●

Longer-term financial and human capacity support to APFIC in the face of reduced financial
and human resources support from FAO’s regular programme.
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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION
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Cebu, the Philippines, 11-13 May 2018
APFIC’s 2018-2019 programme of work and budget
APFIC 2018-2019 work plan
1.

Based on the recommendations from the 34th Session of APFIC, the 76th EXCO Meeting, the
proposed 2018-2023 APFIC strategic plan and in alignment with the FAO strategic framework,
the FAO Committee on Fisheries, the Thirty-fourth Session of the FAO Regional Conference for
Asia and the Pacific, and the RAP regional initiative on blue growth, the Secretariat proposes
the following APFIC work plan for the next intersessional period (2018 to 2019).

2.

The work plan includes regular APFIC meetings, thematic workshops and support to regionaland national-level projects.

Activity

Tentative date

Source of funding

7th RCFM

7-9 May 2018

FAO RP and host
co-funding

35th Session of APFIC

11-13 May 2018

FAO RP and host
co-funding

77th Session of the APFIC EXCO

February 2019

FAO RP and host
co-funding

Regional meeting on supporting countries
to combat IUU in Asia-Pacific

2018

FAO TCP

FAO regional meeting on information and
communication technologies for SSF

September 2018

FAO RP/Norway
co-funding

FAO regional consultation on antimicrobial
resistance risks related to aquaculture in Asia

September 2018

FAO RP

FAO regional consultation on fisheries
co-management experiences

July 2019

FAO RP/Norway
c-o-funding

APFIC meetings

FAO support meetings and consultations

118

FAO regional consultation on gender in
fisheries and aquaculture

2019

FAO RP

FAO regional consultative aquaculture workshop
on the identified Commission priority theme

2019

FAO RP

FAO regional/country implementation support to global projects/programmes
GCP/GLO/645/NOR ‘Support the Social,
Economic and Environmental Transformation
of the Small-scale Fisheries Sector Towards
Its Better Contribution to Food Security and
Poverty Eradication as a Result of Improved
Policies, Strategies and Initiatives’

2015-2018

Norway

Global Support Programme ‘Support for the
Implementation of the 2009 Port State
Measures Agreement’, including:

2018-2019

Norway/EU/Sweden

2017-2021

Norway

GCP/INT/307/NOR ‘Port State Measures
Support Project’
GCP/INT/321/EC ‘Support the Global
Capacity Development Umbrella
Programme to Implement the PSMA
and Complementary MCS Operations,
Measures & Tools, Including the Global
Record’
GCP/GLO/690/NOR ‘Supporting the Application
of EAF to Fisheries Management Considering
Climate and Pollution Impacts’

FAO regional project implementation and development
Implementation of GCP/RAS/289/GFF ‘Enabling
Transboundary Cooperation for Sustainable
Management of the Indonesian Seas. Indonesian
Seas Large Marine Ecosystems (ISLME)”

2017-2021

GEF

Formulation of BoBLME-II SAP implementation
‘Sustainable Management of the Bay of Bengal
Large Marine Ecosystem Programme’

2017-2019

GEF

Implementation of TCP/RAS/3603 ‘Support
Scaling up of Innovative Rice-Aquaculture and
Climate Resilient Tilapia Farming Practices for
Blue Growth in Asia-Pacific’

2017-2018

FAO TCP

Implementation of TCP/RAS/3621 ‘Support to
Countries to Address Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing (IUU)’

2018-2019

FAO TCP

GEF-7 IW/BD project development support
through the implementation of TCP/RAS/3606/C3
‘Promoting Sustainable Use of the Fishery

2018

FAO TCP
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Resources of the Gulf of Thailand and Lower
Mekong Basin Through the Ecosystem Approach
to Fisheries – GEF IW Project Development’
Implementation of FMM/RAS/298/MUL
‘Strengthening Capacities, Policies and National
Action Plans on Aquatic AMR’

2017-2018

GCP

FAO support for the implementation of country GCP and TCP projects
GCP/CPR/043/GFF ‘Securing Biodiversity
Conservation and Sustainable Use in China’s
Dongting Lake Protected Areas’

2017-2020

GEF

GCP/CPR/045/GFF ‘Demonstration of Estuarine
Biodiversity Conservation, Restoration and
Protected Area Networking in China’

2017-2021

GEF

GCP/INS/303/GFF ‘Mainstreaming Biodiversity
Conservation and Sustainable Use into Inland
Fisheries Practices in Freshwater Ecosystems
of High Conservation Value (lFish)’ (Indonesia)

2017-2021

GEF

GCP/LAO/022/LDF ‘Climate Adaptation in
Wetlands Areas (CAWA) in Lao PDR’

2016-2021

GEF

GCP/BGD/055/LDF ‘Community-based Climate
Resilient Fisheries and Aquaculture
Development in Bangladesh’

2017-2021

GEF

GCP/MYA/020/LDF ‘FishAdapt: Strengthening
the Adaptive Capacity and Resilience of
Fisheries and Aquaculture-dependent
Livelihoods in Myanmar’

2017-2021

GEF

UNFA/TIM/007/UND ‘Conservation Agriculture,
Permaculture and Sustainable Fisheries
Management: Enhancing Food and Nutrition
Security and Reducing Disaster Risk in
Timor-Leste’

2015-2018

UN IBSA FUND

National TCP projects:
● TCP/BGD/3601
● TCP/CMB/3607
● TCP/CMB/3606/C3
● TCP/CMB/3701/C1
● TCP/INS/3606
● TCP/MAL/3601/C1
● TCP/MDV/3603/C3
● TCP/MDV/3601/C1
● TCP/MYA/3601
● TCP/MYA/3606
● TCP/PHI/3606-02
● TCP/SRL/3610/C6
● MDF/VIE/(mangrove-shrimp)

2017-2019

FAO TCP
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FAO support for the development of national projects
Support to Cambodia-EU CapFish (Capture
fisheries) development

2018

EU

Support to the development of ‘Papua New
Guinea-EU Support to Rural Entrepreneurship,
Investment and Trade in Papua New Guinea
(STREIT PNG)’

2018

EU

Support to the development of the proposal to
scale up integrated mangrove-shrimp farming
in Southern Viet Nam

2017-2018

National

Formulation of GCP/MYA/025/GFF ‘My-Coast:
Ecosystem-Based Conservation of Myanmar’s
Southern Coastal Zone’

2018-2019

GEF

Formulation of GCP/CMB/037/LDF ‘Climate
Adaptation and Resilience in Cambodia’s
Coastal Fishery Dependent Communities’

2018-2019

GEF

Support development of 1-2 GCF/GEF/IKI
projects on climate change adaptation and
mitigation in the areas of fisheries, aquaculture

2018-2019

GCF/GEF/IKI

Support development of 3-5 FAO TCP projects’
support to sustainable fisheries and aquaculture
for blue growth

2018-2019

FAO TCP

Support development of 1-2 GEF biodiversity/
coastal management/Source to Sea (S2S) and
other integrated projects

2018-2019

GEF

Other FAO work to support the APFIC strategic programme
Formulation of the APFIC strategic programme
for 2018 to 2023

2018

FAO RP

Regional review on status and trend of fisheries
and aquaculture 2018

2018

FAO RP

Produce 6-8 publications, including APFIC
meeting reports and technical thematic
publications, such as:

2018-2019

FAO RP

Review of ICT for SSF in Asia
Review of co-management experiences in
Asia
Regional study on gender in fisheries and
aquaculture in Asia
Regional study on demographic changes
in fisheries communities
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Case studies on antimicrobial resistance
risks related to aquaculture in Asia
Report on regional consultation on
promoting responsible production and
use of feed and feed ingredients for
sustainable growth of aquaculture in
Asia and the Pacific
Report on regional consultation for
building resilience of fisheries and
aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific
Technical report on the piloting of
aquaculture planning and management
tools
The APFIC Secretariat will continue to support
and collaborate with international and regional
fisheries and aquaculture bodies.
Take part in the 33rd COFI Session
Take part in the Seventh Meeting of the
Network of Secretariats of Regional
Fisheries Bodies (RSN)
Take part in the Tenth Session of the
COFI Subcommittee for Aquaculture
Take part in the Governing Council
meeting, Programme Steering Committee
and Technical Advisory Committee
meetings of NACA, SEAFDEC, MRC,
BoB-IGO and other regional fisheries and
aquaculture bodies
Technically support the regional events
organized by regional fisheries and
aquaculture bodies
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2018-2019

FAO RP

Additional continuing activities throughout the biennium
Information collection and dissemination, publications and the APFIC Web site
3.

The APFIC Secretariat will continue to collate regional information on specific issues and themes
identified and prioritized by the Commission. Some of these are indicated in the APFIC work
plan above, including specific reviews to fulfil information needs to conduct the APFIC regional
consultative workshops.

4.

The Secretariat will continue to maintain the APFIC Web site within the www.fao.org domain.

Advice to members
5.

The APFIC Secretariat will continue to provide direct advice to members through workshops,
meetings and projects (including backstopping of country and regional projects).

Collaboration with international/regional bodies
6.

Promotion of awareness about APFIC activities and improved communication and coordination
with other regional fishery bodies and arrangements in the Asian subregion are advantages of
APFIC’s structure and linkage with FAO. The APFIC Secretariat will continue to collaborate with
other international/regional bodies as appropriate and seek regular contact to share
information on emerging issues and opportunities for collaboration. These organizations are
identified in the APFIC strategic plan (APFIC/18/INF-12).

APFIC budget and finance
7.

Funding for the fisheries and aquaculture work programme of FAO RAP must be generated
from income from projects serviced by staff and through salary cost savings for the vacant
APFIC Secretary/RAP Senior Fisheries Officer posts. As this includes the costs of the APFIC
Secretariat and the convening of meetings and workshops, this will have implications for the
budget available for the work of APFIC and the proposed work plan provided above is
contingent on the availability of funds.

8.

The 2017-2018 budget was reviewed by the EXCO at its 76th Meeting and is updated below
for the period from 2018 to 2019. The Secretariat proposes that the Commission consider the
options for the establishment of a voluntary Trust Fund to support the core work of the
Commission, direct financial support/co-financing to APFIC activities, such as technical reports
and regional consultations, or in-kind human resources to support the APFIC Secretariat’s
response to member countries’ needs.

Date

Activity

Feb-18

Preparation of the APFIC 2018-2023 strategic plan

May-18

Thirty-fourth APFIC Session May 2018 (includes FAO staff travel
and publication of the report)

Estimated
cost (US$)
10 000
100 000

The 7th RCFM (includes FAO staff travel and publication of the
report)
Jul-18

APFIC Secretariat participates in the 33rd Session of COFI and RSN
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5 000

Sep-18

FAO technical report and regional consultative workshop on ICT
for SSF (includes FAO staff travel and publication of the report)

100 000

2018

FAO regional consultation on AMR risks related to aquaculture
in Asia (includes FAO staff travel and publication of the report)

100 000

2018

Preparation of the regional overview of fisheries and aquaculture
2016

20 000

2018-2019

APFIC support to regional fisheries and aquaculture organizations
and partners

10 000

2018-2019

FAO technical report and regional consultative workshop on
fisheries co-management (includes FAO staff travel and
publication of the report)

100 000

2018-2019

FAO technical report and regional consultative workshop on
gender in fisheries and aquaculture (includes FAO staff travel
and publication of the report)

100 000

2019

FAO regional consultative aquaculture workshop on the identified
Commission priority theme (includes FAO staff travel and
publication of the report)

100 000

2019

FAO technical report on demographic changes in fishing
communities

2019

APFIC Secretariat participates in the Tenth Session of COFI-SCA

5 000

2019

Convening of the 77th Session of the APFIC EXCO (includes FAO
staff travel and publication of the report)

20 000

10 000

680 000
Suggested action by the Commission
9.

The Commission is requested to consider the proposed work plan and regular activities for the
APFIC biennium spanning 2018 to 2019 and to endorse the plan with recommended
modifications and suggestions as to priority areas, as appropriate, to support the
implementation of the APFIC strategic plan (2018 to 2023).

10. The Commission is also requested to comment on how APFIC could improve its financial
situation, including the potential for the establishment of an APFIC Secretariat Trust Fund, direct
financial support to APFIC activities or in-kind human resources to support the Secretariat.
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For further information please contact:
FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
39 Phra Athit Road
Bangkok 10200
Thailand
Tel: (+66) 2 697 4000
Fax: (+66) 2 697 4445
E-mail: FAO-RAP@fao.org

