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FAO is committed to helping countries achieve a healthier, 
more sustainable future. That means finding the right 
combination of policies, innovations and public and private 
investment to help them realize the promise of the four 
betters – better production, better nutrition, a better 
environment and a better life for all. 
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For almost 60 years, the FAO Investment Centre has helped 
countries and financial partners make more and better agri-
food investments to reduce poverty, hunger and malnutri-
tion, improve rural livelihoods and protect the environment. 
 The needs of the people and countries that FAO 
serves come first. The Centre provides a full suite of invest-
ment support, partnering with governments, national and  
international financing institutions (IFIs), the private sector, 
research institutions, academia and producer organizations 
to help countries achieve impact at scale. By applying FAO’s 
vast knowledge and expertise to investments, the Centre 
can help localize the four betters at country level.

In 2022, the Centre helped design 45 IFI-approved public 
inve s tment projec t s in 32 countrie s for a total  of  
USD 8.8 billion in new investment – up 22 percent from  
the previous year’s USD 7.2 billion. It provided implementa-
tion support to 275 ongoing investment projects represent-
ing a portfolio worth over USD 44.5 billion. Also notable 
were contributions to 52 agricultural strategies, 25 sector 
studies, 17 policy studies and 6 policy dialogues, and the 
publication of 54 knowledge products – from a high-profile 
study on carbon neutrality in agrifood systems to guide-
lines on scaling up agrifood investments for and by youth in 
Africa, among others. 
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INVESTMENT AND FINANCE SOLUTIONS COMPANION SOLUTIONS



 

 

PROJECTS

M = MILLIONS

Accelerating FAO’s support to sustainable  
agrifood investment
The Centre is accelerating its delivery, working across all the 4+2 
solutions. It will provide more support to strategic investment  
planning, especially through the Hand-in-Hand initiative. The first 
Hand-in-Hand Investment Forum in 2022 – matching countries with 
potential investors – was a success, with similar plans for the  
2023 World Food Forum. The Centre is also expanding its public and 
private investment support with existing and new partners, and  
exploring partnerships with newly established international develop-
ment banks like the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the 
New Development Bank. 

Stronger country focus 
The Centre's enduring business model – a three-way partnership with 
Member countries and IFIs – is expanding to engage with a wider 
group of financing partners. The Centre is also exploring opportuni-
ties to work directly with Members. Two new geographic services in 
2022, bringing the total to five, allows the Centre to provide targeted 
support to help countries achieve the four betters.  And more strate-
gic collaboration across FAO – technical units, country and regional 
offices – enables the Centre to respond even more effectively to the 
growing and evolving demand from Members and investors.

Greener, more resilient agrifood systems
The portfolio of climate-related investment projects is growing, as are 
efforts to align investments and planning with the Paris Agenda, help-
ing countries and financiers achieve their climate commitments. There 
is burgeoning interest around nature-based solutions, carbon markets 
and better, more standardized carbon offsetting tools to monitor,  
report and verify emissions. 

Diversified financial ecosystems
As FAO deepens its understanding of the financial architecture sup-
porting agrifood systems, it is essential to diversify and bring in more 
innovative financial solutions, like blended finance, agri-risk  
management instruments, impact investing and digital finance. This 
involves expanding the Centre’s work with national and international 
development banks, development finance institutions and impact 
funds to improve the quality and quantity of agrifood investment. 

Knowledge and innovation-intensive solutions
The Centre partners with financing institutions, technical experts,  
research centres, academia and public and private sector innovators 
to address critical knowledge gaps in investment and finance, provide 
quality analyses and promote new tools. Its body of knowledge prod-
ucts, e-learning courses and trainings continues to grow. And the  
Centre is strengthening its capacity, especially in strategic areas, to 
fulfil FAO’s ambition of being the go-to place for agrifood investment 
and finance solutions and innovations.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
The world is facing massive economic, environmental and public health challenges – 
from declining ecosystems and rapid urbanization to malnutrition and food supply  
chain and trade disruptions. Agrifood systems are being hit by multiple shocks, often  
at the same time. Scaling up investment and finance solutions to help countries 
sustainably transform agrifood systems has never been more urgent. 
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La mécanisation agricole durable peut augmenter la productivité, 
réduire les pertes post-récolte et diminuer la pénibilité des tâches. 
Également susceptible d’impulser la transition d’une agriculture  
de subsistance à une agriculture commerciale, elle peut créer  
des emplois et accélérer l’agriculture durable et le développement 
rural. La prestation de services de location constitue un modèle 
économique bien adapté à l'Afrique subsaharienne. Cette 
publication présente plusieurs modèles économiques sectoriels 
pour les services de location de matériel agricole en Afrique  
tirés de l’expérience de prestataires partagée à l’occasion d'ateliers 
régionaux tenus en Côte d’Ivoire et en Ouganda. Destinée aux 
décisionnaires, aux praticiens et aux partenaires financiers,  
la publication examine les facteurs de succès de ces modèles  
et identifie des points d’entrée à l’investissement.
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JHARKHAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR HARNESSING
RURAL GROWTH PROGRAMME IN INDIA 

INVESTING IN WOMEN
LIVESTOCK ADVISERS 
AND FARMERS

中国保护性耕作
创新、投资挑战和机遇

粮农组织投资中心
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RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR  
AGRI-FOOD CHAINS  
INVESTING IN SOLAR ENERGY  
IN RWANDA
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Sustainable and efficient agri-food systems depend on stable 
access to energy, from farm to plate. But for many developing 
countries across the world, limited access to energy hinders  
the growth of modern agri-food systems, prevents farmers from 
producing higher value products and results in food losses.  
For Rwanda, which is committed to achieving energy access for 
all by 2024, the adoption of solar technologies has become a 
national priority and could offer an opportunity for the country’s 
agriculture sector to transition to less fossil fuel-intensive 
production systems. Using a methodological approach,  
this report provides a broad estimate of existing opportunities 
for the uptake of solar energy technologies within Rwanda’s 
agri-food sector. The assessment identifies the country’s  
agri-food chains, breaking them down into their main production  
and processing blocks and assessing energy requirements 
required at each stage. Results, presented by different agri-food 
value chain groups, include a baseline analysis and sensitivity 
analysis to market penetration and growth in production.  
The methodology can be applied to other options available 
within the broad range of renewable energy technologies. 
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الخطوط التوجيهية بشأن الاستثمارات 
في النظم الزراعية والغذائية لصالح 

يقيا الشباب في أفر

  مـــركـــز الاســـتـثـــمـار
  التـــابـــع لمـنـــظـمــــة

الأغـذيــــة والزراعــــة

موجزات الاستثمار

INVESTMENT
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INVESTING IN YOUNG AGRIPRENEURS
WHY AND HOW? 

There are 223 million unemployed or underemployed youth 
in developing and emerging economies (ILO, 2017). Wage 
earning opportunities are few — for instance, Africa creates 
only about 3 million formal jobs per year (Alam, 2019). Young 
people lack opportunities for income generation, especially 
in rural areas. Society, as a whole, stands to benefit by 
investing in young people, their ideas and innovations, to 
help shape the the agrifood system of tomorrow (FAO and 
AUC, 2022). Policymakers and programme implementers 
have developed a strong interest in promoting entrepreneur-
ship for expanding employment, especially in rural areas and 

the agricultural sector where many unemployed youth can 
be found. Evidence is emerging that initiatives to promote 
agripreneurship are improving business practices, revenue 
and livelihoods of young people (Alam, 2019).
 This brief defines youth agripreneurship and explains 
its importance. It provides a framework for developing youth 
agripreneurship, the types of human capital needed for 
equipping youth for agripreneurship and ways of developing 
these types. Finally, the brief presents factors that policy-
makers and programme implementers need to consider 
when evaluating how to invest in youth agripreneurship.
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