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First Report on Compliance of ITPGRFA

Online Reporting System on Compliance of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

Pursuant to Article 21 of the Treaty, the Governing Body approved, at its Fourth Session, the Compliance Procedures
that include, among others, provisions on monitoring and reporting: Resolution 2/2011.

According to the Compliance Procedures, each Contracting Party is to submit to the Compliance Committee, through
the Secretary, a report on the measures it has taken to implement its obligations under the Treaty. This Online
Reporting Systems facilitates the submission of such information in electronic format.

Should you need any additional information regarding the reporting on compliance or the use of the online system,
please visit the Treaty's Website or contact the Secretariat at PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org.

Additional Reporting Information

Name and contact of the reporting officer

> Birgitte Lund

Institution(s) of affiliation
> The Danish AgriFish Agency, Danish Ministry of Environment and Food
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Article 4: General Obligations

1. Are there any laws, regulations procedures or policies in place in your country that implement the
Treaty?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

1A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
>

2. Are there any other laws, regulations, procedures or policies in place in your country that apply to plant
genetic resources?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

2A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such laws, regulations, procedures or policies:
> > EU reqgulation no 511/2014 on use of plant genetic resources.

3. Is there any law, regulation, procedure or policy in place in your country that needs to be adjusted /

harmonized to ensure conformity with the obligations as provided in the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

3A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such adjustments and any plans to make those

adjustments:
> N.A.
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Article 5: Conservation, Exploration, Collection, Characterisation,
Evaluation and Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture

4. Has an integrated approach to the exploration, conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) been promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

5. Have PGRFA been surveyed and inventoried in your country?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

5A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of your findings, specifying species, sub-species and /or
varieties, including those that are of potential use.

>

5B. If your answer is 'no', please indicate:

Any difficulties encountered in surveying or inventorying PGRFA;
Any action plans to survey and inventory PGRFA;

The most important PGRFA that should be surveyed and inventoried
> N.A.

6. Has any threat to PGRFA in your country been identified?
Please select only one option

yes

O No

6A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

The species, subspecies and/or varieties subject to such threats;

The sources (causes) of these threats;

Any steps taken to minimise or eliminate these threats;

Any difficulties encountered in implementing such steps;

> > Primarily crop wild relatives (CWR).

> Changed land management systems, i.e. lack of grazing, overgrowth, competition by taxa which benefit
from raised levels of atmospheric nitrogen (N), ect.

> Changing climate.

> Invasive alien species.

7. Has the collection of PGRFA and relevant associated information on those plant genetic resources that

are under threat or are of potential use been promoted in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

7A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

>

8. Have farmers and local communities' efforts to manage and conserve PGRFA on-farm been promoted or
supported in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

8A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken:

>

9. Has in situ conservation of wild crop relatives and wild plants for food production been promoted in your
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country?

Please select only one option
Yes

O No

9A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether any measures have been taken to:
Promote in situ conservation in protected areas
Support the efforts of indigenous and local communities

9B. If such measures have been taken, please provide details of the measures taken:

> > Registration and conservation of plant habitat areas, and collection of seed for the NordGen genebank.
> Working towards ensuring long-term conservation of the CWR species through in-situ management and

protection.

> Participating in NordGen’s project, “Ecosystems services: Genetic Resources and crop wild relatives for

agricultural species”, aiming towards a Nordic collaboration for optimization of CWR protection efforts.

10. Are there any ex situ collections of PGRFA in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

10 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide information on the holder and content of such collections:
> > Nordic Genetic Resources Centre, NordGen (http://www.nordgen.org). In addition, a base-collection is kept
at the University of Aarhus and an additional backup collection at Svalbard.

11. Has the development of an efficient and sustainable system of ex situ conservation of PGRFA been
promoted in your country?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

11A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the measures taken to promote ex situ conservation, in
particular any measures to promote the development and transfer of technologies for this purpose:
> > Since 1979, Denmark has collaborated, within the framework of the Nordic Regional Gene Bank, on the
conservation and sustainable use of PGR. This has included the development and establishment of ex situ
collections of seed, field gene banks (clonal archives), in vitro collections and laboratory facilities.

12. Has the maintenance of the viability, degree of variation, and the genetic integrity of ex situ collections
of PGRFA been monitoring in your country?

Please select only one option

yes

O No

12A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the main conclusions of these monitoring activities

>

13. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation or documentation of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

13A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the other Contracting Parties with whom the cooperation was
undertaken (where additional to cooperation through the Governing Body or Treaty mechanisms) and,
where possible, details of any relevant projects:

> > Denmark is member of the European Cooperative Programme for Plant Genetic Resources (ECPGR)
(http://www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/), a collaborative programme bringing most European countries together with the
aim of ensuring the long-term conservation and facilitation of the increased utilization of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture in Europe.

> Since 1979, Denmark has collaborated with the other four Nordic countries on all aspects of PGRFA
conservation and management through the regional cooperation within the Nordic Genetic Resource Centre
(previously the Nordic Gene Bank).
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Article 6: Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

14. Are there any policy and legal measures in place in your country that promote the sustainable use of
PGRFA

Please select only one option

Yes

O No

14A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such policy and legal measures include:

Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote the development and maintenance of diverse farming systems that
enhance the sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity and other natural resources;

Strengthening research that enhances and conserves biological diversity by maximizing intra- and inter-specific
variation for the benefit of farmers;

Promoting plant breeding efforts, with the participation of farmers, that strengthen the capacity to develop varieties
particularly adapted to social, economic and ecological conditions, including in marginal areas;

Broadening the genetic base of crops and increasing the range of genetic diversity available to farmers

Promoting the expanded use of local and locally adapted crops, varieties and underutilised species

Supporting the wider use of diversity of varieties and species in on-farm management, conservation and sustainable
use of crops and creating strong links to plant breeding and agricultural development

O Reviewing and adjusting breeding strategies and regulations concerning variety release and seed distribution

14B. If such policy and legal measures are in place, please provide details of the measures taken and any
difficulties encountered in implementing them:

> > Pursuing fair agricultural policies that promote the development and maintenance of diverse farming

systems that enhance the sustainable use of agricultural biological diversity and other natural resources

through measures in the Rural Development Programme, RDP.
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Article 7: National Commitments and international Cooperation

15. Has the conservation, exploration, collection, characterization, evaluation, documentation and
sustainable use of PGRFA been integrated into your country's agriculture and rural development
programmes and policies?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

15A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the integration of such activities into the agriculture
and rural development programmes and policies:
> N.A.

16. Has your country cooperated with other Contracting Parties, through bilateral or regional channels, in
the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

yes

[ No

16A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the aim of such cooperation is to:

O Strengthen the capability of developing countries and countries with economies in transition with respect to
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA

Enhance international activities to promote conservation, evaluation, documentation, genetic enhancement, plant
breeding, seed multiplication, and sharing, providing access to and exchanging PGRFA and appropriate information and
technology, in conformity with the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing under the Treaty

16B. If, in addition to cooperation through the Governing Body or other Treaty mechanisms, your country
has cooperated with other Contracting Parties directly or through FAO and other relevant international
organizations, please indicate such other Contracting Parties and, where possible, details of any relevant
projects:

> > Since 1979, Denmark has collaborated with the other four Nordic countries on all aspects of PGRFA

conservation and management through the regional cooperation within the Nordic Genetic Resource Centre
(previously the Nordic Gene Bank).
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Article 8: Techical Assistance

17. Has your country promoted the provision of technical assistance to developing countries and countries

with economies in transition, with the objective of facilitating the implementation of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

17A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the measures taken
> N.A.

18. Has your country received technical assistance with the objective of facilitating the implementation of
the Treaty?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

18 A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such technical assistance:
> N.A.
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Article 9: Farmers' Rights

19. Subject to national law, as appropriate, have any measures been taken to protect and promote

farmers' rights in your country?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

19 A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

[0 Recognition of the enormous contribution that local and indigenous communities and farmers of all regions of the
world have made and will continue to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources;

O The protection of traditional knowledge relevant to PGRFA

0 The right to equitably participate in sharing benefit arising from the utilisation of PGRFA

The right to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA

Any rights that farmers have to save, use, exchange, and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material

19B. If such measures were taken, please provide details of the measures taken and any difficulties
encountered in implementing them:

>
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Article 11: Coverage of the Multilateral System

20. Has your country included in the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing (MLS) all PGRFA
listed in Annex 1 to the Treaty that are under the mangement and control of your Government and in the

public domain?

Please select only one option
All

O Partially

0 None

20A. If your answer is 'all', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:
> > No technical difficulties.

20B. If your answer is 'partially’, please provide details of:

The extend to which Annex 1 PGRFA have been included in the MLS
The crops that have been included in the MLS; and

The difficulties encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:
> NLA.

20C. If your answer is 'none’, please provide details of the difficulties encountered in including Annex 1
PGRFA in the MLS:
> N.A.

21. Has your country taken measures to encourage natural and legal persons within your jurisdiction who

hold Annex 1 PGRFA to include those resources in the MLS?
Please select only one option

O Yes

No

21A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of:

The natural or legal persons within your jurisdiction that included Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS;
The crops that have been included in the MLS by these persons; and

Any difficulties these persons encountered in including Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:

> N.A.

21B. If your answer is 'no’, please provide details, in particular details of any difficulties encountered in

encouraging these persons to include Annex 1 PGRFA in the MLS:
> NLA.
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Article 12: Facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture within the Multilateral System

22. Has your country taken measures to provide facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA, in accordance with

the conditions set out in Article 12.4 of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

22A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such measures:
> > All GR stored at NordGen - Annex 1 and non-Annex 1 - are being distributed under the conditions of the
SMTA as a result of the so-called ‘Kalmar Declaration’ of 2004.

22B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA:
> N.A.

23. Has facilitated access been provided in your country to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the standard
material transfer agreement (SMTA)?

Please select only one option

Yes

[ No

23A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide the number of SMTAs entered into:

>

23B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA pursuant to the SMTA:
> N.A.

24. Has the SMTA been used voluntarily in your country to provide access to non-Annex 1 PGRFA?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

24A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate the number of such SMTAs entered into:

> Not known.

25. Does the legal system of your country provide an opportunity for parties to material transfer

agreements (MTASs) to seek recourse in case of contractual disputes arising under such agreements?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

25A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:
> > Parties that disagree on a contract have several options to find a solution/settlement. One option is that
the party claiming to have a legitimate claim against the other party turns to the courts, usually a district
court, to get a trial of the matter. During the proceedings in the court, there is an opportunity to meet a
voluntary agreement, either on their own, with the assistance of the court or with the help of a special
mediator. In cases where an agreement has not been reached, the court will adjudicate. The judgment can be
appealed to a Court of Appeal and then to the Supreme Court. It requires leave to appeal in a civil case to be
admissible in the courts.

26. Does the legal system of your country provide for the enforcement of arbitral decisions related to

disputes arising under the SMTA?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

26A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of the relevant laws, regulations or procedures:

>

27. Have there been any emergency disaster situations in respect of which your country has provided
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facilitated access to Annex 1 PGRFA for the purpose of contributing to the re-establishment of agricultural
systems?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

27A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such emergency disaster situations and the Annex 1
PGRFA to which access was provided:
> N.A.
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Article 13: Benefit-sharing in the Multilateral System

28. Has your country made any information available regarding Annex | PGRFA?

Yes
O No

28A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of any information made available regarding Annex 1
PGRFA (e.g. catalogues and inventories, information on technologies, results of scientific and socio-
economic research, including characterisation, evaluation and utilisation):

> > Denmark has provided data to its PGR through the information system of NordGen

(http://sesto.nordgen.org).

29. Has your country provided or facilitated access to technologies for the conservation, characterisation,
evaluation and use of Annex | PGRFA?

If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided.

Please select only one option
Yes

>

[ No

29A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether your country:

Has established or participated in crop-based thematic groups on utilisation of PGRFA

Is aware of any partnerships in your country in research and development and in commercial joint ventures relating
to the material received through the MLS, human resource development and effective access to research facilities.

29B. If access to technologies was provided, please provide details of the access provided:
> > Through the long-term collaboration between NordGen and the Baltic countries (funded by the Nordic
Council of Ministers), Denmark has contributed to the establishment of genebank facilities in these countries.

30. Has your country provided for and/or benefitted from capacity building measures in respect of Annex 1
PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

30A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether such measures were related to:

O Establishing and/or strengthening programmes for scientific and technical education and training in conservation
and sustainable use of PGRFA;

[0 Developing and strengthening facilities for conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA;

0 Carrying out scientific research and developing capacity for such research.

30B. If your country provided for and/or benefitted from such measures, please provide details:
> N.A.
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Article 14: Global Plan of Action

31. Has your country promoted the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture?

Please note that this question differs from question 15 as it only concerns Annex | PGRFA and is more specific.
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

31A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate whether the implementation of the plan was promoted through:
National actions
O International cooperation

31B. If the implementation of the plan was promoted, please provide details:

>
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Article 15: Ex Situ Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture held by the International Agricultural Research
Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research and other International Institutions

32. Has facilitated access to Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to the International Agricultural
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (IARCs) or other

international institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

32A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions facilitated access was provided;
The number of SMTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
> > None.

32B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing facilitated
access to Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with
the Governing Body of the Treaty

> > The collection is of limited interest to these centers since it focuses on the Nordic region.

33. Has access to non-Annex | PGRFA been provided in your country to IARCs or other international

institutions that have signed agreements with the Governing Body of the Treaty?
Please select only one option

Yes

O No

33A. If your answer is 'yes', please indicate:

To which IARCs or other international institutions access was provided;
The number of MTAs entered into with each IARC or other international institution:
> > None.

33B. If your answer is 'no', please provide details of any difficulties encountered in providing access to non-
Annex 1 PGRFA to IARCs and other international institutions that have signed agreements with the
Governing Body of the Treaty:

> > The collection is of limited interest to these centers since it focuses on the Nordic region.
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Article 16: International Plant Genetic Resources Networks

34. Has your country undertaken any activities to encourage government, private, non- governmental,
research, breeding and other institutions to participate in the international plant genetic resources
networks?

Please select only one option
Yes
O No

34A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such activities:

> > The joint Nordic regional genebank, NordGen, has since long been involved in international activities as
part of their mandate. However, Denmark has not taken any specific measures to encourage either the
research or breeding communities in that direction, as it is their own specific responsibility.
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Article 18: Financial Resources

35. Has your country provided and/or received financial resources for the implementation of the Treaty
through bilateral, regional or multilateral channels?

Please select only one option
O Yes
No

35A. If your answer is 'yes', where possible, please provide details of such channels and the amount of the
financial resources involved:
> N.A.

36. Has your country provided financial resources for national activities for the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA?

Please select only one option

O Yes

No

36A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details of such national activities and the amount of the

financial resources involved:
> N.A.
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About this reporting format

37. Have you encountered any difficulties in completing this reporting format?

Please select only one option
Yes

>

O No

37A. If your answer is 'yes', please provide details on such difficulties:
> > The format does not comply very well with the situation in a developed country.

37B. If you have suggestions for improvement of this reporting format, please share them:

> > Streamlining of questions, i.e. separation according to country background.
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General remarks on the implementation of the ITPGRFA

38. You may use this box to share any advice you may have arising from your country’s experience with
implementation of the Treaty:

> > No present comments.

39. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of difficulties in implementation of the Treaty:

> > No present comments.

40. You may use this box to share any additional information that may be useful to provide a broader
perspective of measures that could help to promote compliance:

> > No present comments.
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