
More than 20 million people in the Sahel Region suffer from food 
insecurity. Without knowledge and data to understand the current 
situation, interventions are difficult to design and risk being 
ineffective. In recent years, the proliferation of food security indicators 
has created further challenges and, as a result, policymakers and 
development partners struggle to adequately target where and how  
to intervene. Therefore, this project aimed to improve food security 
monitoring by training staff within national institutions in Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Mali, Mauritania and the Niger to derive and analyse food 
security indicators using household food consumption survey data and 
increase the effectiveness of policies to reduce food insecurity.

KEY FACTS
Contribution
USD 1 001 876

Duration
June 2014 – June 2017

Resource Partners
Government of Italy, Agenzia Italiana per 
la Cooperazione allo Sviluppo (AICS)

Partners
Institut national de la statistique et de la 
démographie (INSD), Burkina Faso; Institut 
national de la statistique des études 
économiques et démographiques (INSEED), 
Chad; Institut national de la 
statistique (INSTAT), Mali; Office national 
de la statistique (ONS), Mauritania; Institut 
national de la statistique du Niger (INS), 
the Niger

Beneficiaries
Food insecure populations of Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and the 
Niger; National statistics offices, line 
ministries and non-governmental 
organizations in participating countries; 
Comité permanent Inter-États de lutte
contre la sécheresse dans le Sahel (CILSS), 
the Economic and Statistical Observatory 
of Sub-Saharan Africa (AFRISTAT); Regional 
Training Centre for Agrometeorology and 
Operational Hydrology and their 
Applications (AGRHYMET)

STRENGTHENING FOOD INSECURITY MONITORING 
IN BURKINA FASO, CHAD, MALI, MAURITANIA AND THE NIGER

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
By engaging national and regional stakeholders, capacities to collect 
and analyse relevant data for food security assessments were 
enhanced. Existing data at FAO and national household survey data 
were analysed, and staff from national institutions were trained on 
ADePT-FSM to process microdata from household surveys, compile 
food balance sheets and derive national and sub national food security 
indicators. Better food security statistics and national reports were 
produced, which allow policymakers to formulate and evaluate policies 
on the basis of sound evidence. Finally, recipient and other CILSS 
countries in the region were sensitized on SDG monitoring, and needs 
for further capacity development activities were assessed.

IMPACT
National food security statistics are crucial for monitoring progress      
on hunger targets within the context of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). As a result of the project, food insecurity monitoring in 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and the Niger was improved, and 
policies undertaken at the national and international level to reduce 
food insecurity will be better targeted and evaluated. Partnerships 
among stakeholders were strengthened through the regional initiatives 
implemented, and project beneficiaries have ownership of the project 
results and are able to conduct food security assessments in                
the medium to long term, with limited external assistance.
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Contact
Carlo Cafiero (Lead Technical Officer)
Carlo.Cafiero@fao.org
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Project Code
FAO: GCP/GLO/540/ITA

Project Title
Strengthening the Capacity to Monitor 
Food Insecurity in the Sahel

ACTIVITIES
 Improved quality and quantity of data and knowledge on food 

security at national and international levels.
 Comprehensively reviewed and analysed existing national and 

household survey data.
 Technical capacities to monitor food security increased, through 

national and regional workshops and training on ADePT-FSM and 
food balance sheets. 

 Reports on national food security assessments completed in four 
of the five countries.

 Countries sensitized on the SDG monitoring process and progress 
reporting for SDG Target 2.1 (to end hunger and ensure access   
by all people to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round 
by 2030). 

Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Team
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