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n Export prices of wheat declined for the third consecutive month in 
January, mainly reflecting ample global supplies. Prices of maize and 
rice changed little since December.

n In South Africa, maize prices rose by one-third in the past two months 
reaching record levels in January. Prices were underpinned by tight 
supplies following a sharp reduction in the 2013 white maize production 
and strong yellow maize exports, coupled with uncertain prospects for the 
2014 crop. 

n In South America, wheat flour prices remained at near-record highs 
in several countries despite marked declines in wheat prices with the 
recently completed 2013 harvest, as millers were still working mostly 
with higher-priced old crop supplies. 

n In Western Africa, coarse grains prices have been mostly stable or declining 
in the past months in both Sahelian and coastal countries, reflecting ample 
supplies overall in the subregion from the good 2013 aggregate production. 
Prices of rice, an important staple in urban areas, also remained generally stable. 

n In Southern Africa, prices of maize persisted at high levels in January, reaching 
record levels in the main exporting country, South Africa, as well as in several 
markets of Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia. Overall, tighter supplies and 
strong regional export demand have sustained upward pressure on maize prices.

n In Eastern Africa, prices of cereals generally declined in January with 
increased supplies from the recently concluded 2013 main harvests but they 
remained above their levels of a year earlier in countries where the outputs 
were reduced or prospects for the secondary season crops are unfavourable.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices decreased in the main exporting countries 
in January, reflecting the good 2013 main season harvests, coupled with 
lower export demand. Elsewhere, prices strengthened to levels above 
those of a year earlier supported by declines in production in several countries. 
Prices of wheat and wheat flour were relatively high in some markets.

n In the CIS importing countries, prices of wheat flour remained generally 
stable or declined moderately in January. However, while regional wheat 
export prices were well below their near-record levels of a year earlier, 
prices stayed firm in importing countries supported by high fuel and 
transport costs.

n In Central America, white maize prices were mostly stable at relatively low 
levels in January as a result of ample supplies from the good 2013 main season 
harvests and favourable prospects for the second and third cropping seasons. 

n In South America, high wheat flour prices persisted in southern countries 
of the subregion, despite marked declines in wheat prices with the 
recently-completed 2013 harvest, as millers were still operating mostly with 
higher-priced old crop supplies. Maize prices stayed at generally low levels in 
January, except in Bolivia where they reached record highs. 

www.fao.org/giews
www.fao.org/giews/pricetool
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Wheat export prices fell, while those of maize 
and rice remained close to their December levels

n	 Export prices of wheat continued to fall in January. The 

benchmark US wheat price (No.2 Hard Red Winter, f.o.b.) averaged 

USD 288 per tonne, which was  4 percent lower than in December 

and 17 percent below its level in January 2013. Ample global 

supplies pushed prices down, more than offsetting the upward 

pressure from increased export demand and concerns over a 

combination of continued dry conditions and above normal 

cold temperatures in Southern Plains of the United States. Wheat 

export prices from Argentina and the Black Sea region also 

decreased moderately in January. In Kazakhstan, wheat export 

prices remained stable. 

n	 International maize prices rose marginally in January, with the 

benchmark US maize value (No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 198 per 

tonne, but still down sharply, by 35 percent, from the same month 

last year. Strong export demand was supportive but large global 

supplies, mostly on account of a sharp recovery in production in the 

United States, the world’s largest maize producer, limited the price 

increase.  

n	 International rice prices continued to ease in January, 

reflecting a generally weak import demand. Over the month, the 

FAO Rice Price index fell 2 points or  1.6  percent, with the weakness 

affecting all rice segments, but especially the lower quality Indica 

and aromatic rice, which declined by 3.9 percent and 2.7 percent 

respectively. The benchmark Thai white rice 100% B was quoted 

USD 455 per tonne, down only slightly from USD 459 per tonne in 

December, but the decline was far more pronounced for other Thai 

rice qualities. Export prices were also under pressure in India and 

Viet Nam, while they remained steady in the United States and in 

South America.
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Jan-14  185.00 -10 -3 +6

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Jan-14  185.00 -5 -10 -8

Niger, Niamey Jan-14  240.00 0 0 0

Source: 1) Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Dec-13 60 000.00 0 +9 -5

Sorghum Dec-13 60 000.00 0 -3 +9

Source: 1) FEWSNET

Retail prices of white maize in Benin
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Cotonou Dec-13  210.00 0 0 -5

Malanville Dec-13  150.00 0 0 0

Abomey Dec-13  175.00 0 0 -20

Djougou Dec-13  145.00 0 -17 -17

Source: 1) Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la pêche, Office 
national d'appui à la sécurité alimentaire

Mostly stable coarse grain prices in recent 
months
An above-average cereal harvest was gathered in Western Africa 

in 2013. Reduced harvests in Sahelian countries were more 

than offset by bumper crops in several coastal countries. Cereal 

production was particularly good in Nigeria, the largest producing 

country. Reflecting increased supplies from these good harvests, 

coarse grains prices have been mostly stable or declining in recent 

months in both Sahelian and coastal countries. 

In Sahelian countries, millet and sorghum prices fell in most 

markets in January, after remaining relatively stable in the previous 

two months. In Mali, millet prices decreased across the country, 

notably in the capital Bamako. In the northern city of Tombouctou, 

the improved security situation and enhanced trade flows in 

recent months have resulted in lower prices although they still 

remained at relatively high levels. In Niger, millet prices remained 

stable, including in the capital Niamey, or slightly decreased in 

the main producing areas. Despite the significant drop in cereal 

prices since the beginning of the harvests in September 2013, they 

remained much higher than in other Sahelian countries. In Burkina 

Faso, millet prices fell in January in the capital Ouagadougou, 

where they declined by 10 percent over the last three months, 

but strengthened in other markets. Sorghum prices increased 

significantly in all monitored markets. In Chad, cereal trade was 

disrupted in 2013 by insecurity in Nigeria and some internal 

restrictions on commodity movements. The new cereal harvests 

pushed prices down in November and December and millet prices 

in N’Djamena were 13 percent lower than their previous year’s 

levels. In coastal countries, in Nigeria, maize prices in the main 

northern Kano market stabilized in December after having sharply 

declined in previous months with the good 2013 first and second 

season harvests. In Benin, prices have stabilized since October 

after decreasing steeply in previous months and were at generally 

low levels. In Togo, maize prices exhibited mixed trends, dropping 

significantly in cereal-producing regions and increasing in the 

capital city, Lomé.

Prices of rice, another important staple, particularly in urban 

areas, remained stable in both Sahelian and coastal countries, 

reflecting last year’s good harvests combined with declining prices 

on the international market.
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Jan-14  1.85 +4 +17 +28

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Jan-14  2.88 +6 +11 +25

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Jan-14  2.23 +7 +17 +24

Source: 1) Central Statistical Office

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, South 
Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Jan-14 3 159.91 +15 +34 +47

Maize (yellow) Jan-14 3 177.09 +16 +47 +40

Source: 1) SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Maize prices surged to record levels in South 
Africa
High maize prices persisted across the subregion, reaching record 

levels in the main exporting country, South Africa, as well as in 

several markets of Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia in January. 

Overall, tighter supplies and strong regional export demand has 

sustained upward pressure on prices. In Madagascar, rice prices 

were also at all-time highs in January.

In South Africa, maize prices made significant gains in 

December and January rising by one-third from their November 

levels and reaching record highs. The sharp increases were driven 

by tighter supplies following the sharply reduced 2013 white 

maize production, strong yellow maize exports, depreciation of 

the national currency, as well as uncertain production prospects 

for the 2014 crop. 

Maize prices in Malawi increased sharply in January, notably 

in northern and central districts, where month-on-month gains of 

up to 50 percent were observed. Demand from southern deficit 

districts contributed to the strong price increases. In the Southern 

Region, however, prices declined moderately in several markets, 

benefiting from the sale of subsidized maize by the Agricultural 

Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC). ADMARC 

is releasing approximately 15 tonnes of maize per market each 

week, retailing at MWK 80 per kg, about 45 percent lower than the 

national average. Overall, prices remained well above their levels of 

the previous year and have reached record highs. The depreciating 

national currency (kwacha), an increase in fuel prices at the end 

of 2013, which were subsequently revised upwards again in 

February 2014, coupled with localized production declines in 2013 

contributed to the high price levels.  

Prices of maize meal in Zambia continued to increase in 

January, and were about one-quarter above their year-earlier levels 

and at record highs. The removal of maize and fuel subsidies, and 

reduced national supplies following a marked decline of the 2013 

output, drove prices higher. The Food Reserve Agency (FRA) plans 

to supply 100 000 tonnes of maize to millers across the country in 

the forthcoming months, in addition to the 50 000 tonnes already 

released in December and January. The initiative is expected to 

help maintain adequate market supplies and lessen upward price 

pressure during the lean season. The grain will be sold to millers at 

ZMK 1 700 per tonne.

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Liwonde Jan-14  168.11 +22 +14 +83

Lilongwe Jan-14  170.00 +22 +21 +89

Lizulu Jan-14  155.43 +22 +45 +85

Nsanje Jan-14  170.47 +13 +40 +52

Source: 1) Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security
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South Africa: Tight supplies led to record maize prices

Tighter maize supplies, following a 20 percent contraction in the 2013 white maize output, combined with significant 
larger export volumes in the 2013/14 marketing year (May/April), estimated at nearly 1.8 million tonnes by January, has 
led to several downward revisions of national maize inventories. The export pace was particularly high between June 
and September 2013, averaging approximately 66 000 tonnes per month, about 50 percent higher than during the same 
period in the previous year. Strong demand from Asia for yellow maize sustained the rapid export pace. Consequently, the 
2013/14 closing stocks are projected at just over 500 000 tonnes, about three times lower than in the previous marketing 
year, representing less than one month of the national consumption requirement. In addition to the current tight supply 
situation, uncertain prospects for the 2014 crop, as a result of dry weather in the North West province, the third largest maize 
producer, has also put upward pressure on prices. These factors, combined with a depreciating Rand, prompted a sharp 30 
percent increase in white and yellow maize prices between November and January, when they reached record levels. Daily 
prices of yellow maize reached highs of  ZAR 3 500 per tonne at the end of January. 

The high maize prices are expected to exert inflationary pressure in import dependent countries of the subregion, 
particularly if they continue to persist at their current levels. 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)
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SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Dec-13  4.21 +7 +7 -6

Qacha's Nek Dec-13  4.32 +1 -2 -2

Mount Moorosi Dec-13  4.71 -2 -1 -9

Source: 1) Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Jan-14 1 386.67 0 +3 +7

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Jan-14 1 423.89 +1 +3 +12

Source: 1) Observatoire du Riz

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Jan-14  8.57 -10 -20 -31

Nampula Jan-14  15.43 +8 +8 +23

Manica Jan-14  11.43 +3 +20 0

Milange Jan-14  13.00 +13 +41 +30

Source: 1) Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

In Mozambique, maize prices generally made gains in 

January and were at record highs in several markets. Prices in the 

northern city of Nampula rose markedly after a stable period since 

September, with similar month-on-month increases observed in 

markets in central provinces. In the southern town of Chokwe, 

prices of maize continued their decline, with an above-normal 

secondary season harvest at the end of 2013 boosting local 

supplies. While maize prices have shown generally increasing 

trends, prices of rice, a staple food in the capital Maputo, have 

remained stable during most of 2013 and into January, supported 

by stable or falling international prices. 

Maize prices in Lesotho’s capital, Maseru, increased slightly in 

January, having fallen since the last quarter of 2013. The production 

rebound in 2013, which boosted national supplies, contributed to 

maintaining the relatively stable prices. However, the recent record 

prices in South Africa are expected to exert imported inflationary 

pressure, as the country relies heavily on South African grain to 

satisfy their national requirements.

In Madagascar, marginal price increases were recorded 

for local rice varieties this month. Prices, however, were above 

the previous year’s levels and at all-time highs, supported by a 

sharply reduced 2013 harvest. Regionally, prices of local varieties 

showed mixed trends, as newly harvested crops suppressed prices 

in northern parts, while heavy rains disrupted drying of paddy 

crops and market access, causing temporary price rises. Imported 

rice prices were unchanged in January, benefiting from stable or 

declining international prices. 
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu Jan-14  411.00 0 -1 +9

Nairobi Jan-14  392.00 -2 -2 +12

Eldoret Jan-14  348.00 +2 -7 +10

Nakuru Jan-14  342.00 +2 -9 -1

Source: 1) Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Jan-14 2 301.20 -3 +12 +36

Khartoum Jan-14 2 508.00 -1 +10 +34

Port Sudan Jan-14 2 750.00 +2 +10 +34

El Obeid Jan-14 2 561.35 -3 +8 +38

Source: 1) Ministry of Agriculture, Sudan

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Jan-14 5 580.00 -3 -34 0

Addis Ababa Jan-14 4 610.00 0 -41 -2

Bahirdar Jan-14 5 230.00 -13 -32 +5

Source: 1) Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

Cereal prices generally declined with the 2013 
harvests although still high in several countries
In Eastern Africa, prices of cereals generally declined in January 

with increased supplies from the recently concluded 2013 main 

harvests, but they remained above their levels of a year earlier in 

countries where the outputs were reduced or prospects for the 

secondary Vuli crops, now being harvested, were unfavourable.  

In Ethiopia, cereal prices sharply declined from their previous 

high levels in all monitored markets in December and January 

as crops of the 2013 bumper main Meher harvest reached the 

markets. In the capital Addis Ababa, prices of maize, teff and red 

sorghum in January were below or around their levels at the same 

time a year earlier. Prices of partially imported wheat remained 16 

percent higher in January, despite the recent declines, reflecting 

growing demand and the weakening of the national currency in 

past months.  

In the Sudan, prices of main staple sorghum declined slightly 

in January from the record levels reached in December with crops 

from the delayed 2013 harvest entering the markets. However, 

prices were well above their year-earlier levels due to the sharply 

reduced 2013 cereal production. The removal of fuel subsidies in 

September 2013 continued to provide support. Prices of wheat, 

mainly consumed in urban areas and mostly sourced from the 

international market, rose by one-third in the past two months in 

the capital Khartoum reaching new record highs. Increasing local 

demand, coupled with the devaluation of the Sudanese Pound 

supported the increase in prices.

In Kenya, prices of maize remained firm in January and were 

above their levels of a year earlier, reflecting the reduced output 

of the recently completed 2013 main long rains season harvest. 

Unfavourable prospects for the secondary short rains season 

harvest currently underway, due to poor rainfall during the season, 

exerted additional upward pressure. Recent maize imports from 

neighbouring Uganda and in the United Republic of Tanzania have 

contributed to mitigate price gains. 
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In Uganda, prices of maize declined in December and January 

as crops from the recently completed 2013 second season harvest 

increased market supplies. However, in Lira market, located in a key 

producing area in the north of the country, prices remained higher 

than at the same time last year reflecting the reduced output of the 

season, coupled with strong export demand from neighbouring 

countries. Prices of main staple cooking bananas matooke sharply 

declined in January, as a result of abundant supplies from the new 

harvest and were around their level a year earlier. Prices of beans, 

another important staple, remained unchanged in January and 

relatively high.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, prices of maize in January 

remained at generally low levels in most markets due to adequate 

availabilities from the above-average 2013 cereal production. In 

the northern Arusha market, however, prices rose markedly due 

to concerns over the performance of the secondary Vuli season 

harvest, currently underway in northeastern bimodal rainfall areas. 

Prices of rice were stable and at low levels due to improved supplies 

from the good 2013 harvest and reduced exports following an 

import ban introduced by neighbouring countries Rwanda, 

Uganda and Kenya. In January 2014, rice prices were almost one-

third below their year-earlier levels. Low prices of rice, a substitute 

for maize in urban areas, have exerted downward pressure on 

maize prices and contributed to their decline in the capital Dar es 

Salaam in recent months.

In South Sudan, prices of locally-produced sorghum, increased 

in the first two weeks of December in some markets following 

normal seasonal patterns, after having declined in recent months 

with the good 2013 harvest. Prices of sorghum by mid-December 

were below or around the levels of a year earlier in most markets. 

However, prices are expected to have generally increased due 

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Jan-14  266.00 -14 -13 +12

Uganda, Kampala Jan-14  265.00 -11 -15 -13

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

Jan-14  392.00 +19 +24 -3

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Jan-14  381.00 -5 -22 -22

Source: 1) Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

to trade disruptions and uncertainty caused by the civil conflict 

which erupted on 15 December 2013.

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced maize and sorghum 

stabilized in December ahead of the 2013/14 secondary deyr 

harvest, after increasing in previous months following seasonal 

patterns. Prices of maize and sorghum were well above their year-

earlier levels as a result of reduced humanitarian assistance and 

market disruptions in parts caused by civil insecurity. In Mogadishu, 

rice prices in December were at low levels due to improved 

functioning of the port and substantially increased imports.
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FAR EAST ASIA

Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Jan-14 1 800.00 +12 0 +6

Kampong Chhnang Jan-14 1 767.00 -5 -7 -2

Banteay Meanchey Jan-14 1 800.00 0 0 +12

Battambang Jan-14 1 500.00 -7 -14 -10

Source: 1) Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Jan-14 7 800.00 -2 +9 +3

Rice (20% broken) Jan-14 7 900.00 -2 +8 +2

Source: 1) Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Jan-14  331.05 +3 -13 +2

Source: 1) E-Trade Myanmar

Rice prices showed mixed trends, while those of 
wheat remained stable or strengthened
Domestic rice prices in the subregion showed mixed trends in 

January, decreasing in the main exporting countries, namely 

Cambodia, India, Thailand and Viet Nam, reflecting generally 

lower import demand and recently completed bumper 2013 main 

season harvests. By contrast, localized crop damage, following 

unfavourable weather conditions, pushed prices up in some 

countries, notably China, Myanmar, the Philippines and Sri Lanka. 

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour remained generally stable or 

increased in some countries. 

In Viet Nam, domestic rice prices decreased slightly in January, 

mainly reflecting weak export demand and the recent completion 

of the 2013 minor 10th Month harvest, estimated at a bumper level.  

In Thailand, domestic rice prices continued to decline in 

January, with the completion of the 2013 main season harvest 

estimated at a record level. Weak demand from the export market 

and large public stocks added to the downward pressure on prices. 

Overall, rice prices were well below their levels a year earlier. 

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of rice moved upwards in 

January, as a result of a reduction in the 2013 main season harvest, 

following floods between July and October 2013. Prices had been 

falling seasonally between October and December. 

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice remained stable or 

declined, mainly reflecting new supplies from the ongoing 

2013/14 main wet season harvest, anticipated at a record level. 

However, prices increased considerably in the capital city Phnom 

Penh, mainly due to higher transportation costs. 

In Indonesia, average prices of medium quality rice increased 

slightly in January reaching a new record in nominal terms, despite 

the recent completion of the 2013 secondary dry season harvest, 

estimated at a bumper level. Rice prices were mainly supported 

by high fuel prices and the general price inflation that reached 8.2 

percent in January 2014.
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Jan-14  34.50 0 +5 +17

Wheat (flour) Jan-14  33.30 +2 +7 -3

Source: 1) Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Jan-14  5.92 +3 +3 +3

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Jan-14  4.49 0 0 +5

Source: 1) National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Jan-14 8 776.41 +2 +4 +5

Source: 1) Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Jan-14  36.49 +1 +2 +14

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Jan-14  39.64 +1 +2 +12

Source: 1) Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and well-

milled rice varieties increased slightly in January reaching record 

levels, despite the recent completion of the 2013 main season 

harvest. Prices were supported by higher electricity and oil prices, 

in addition to the slight decrease in production, following Typhoon 

Nari and Haiyan in October and November 2013. 

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice increased to record levels 

in January, mainly driven by lower 2013 production, following the 

prolonged dry spell in some central and eastern parts of the country. 

Strong domestic demand and rising minimum procurement prices 

also supported the price increases. Prices of wheat flour remained 

stable but at record levels, mainly due to strong domestic demand 

during traditional holidays. 

In Bangladesh, retail prices of rice remained generally stable 

although at relatively high levels in January, despite good supplies 

from the 2013 harvest. Prices were supported by the Government 

procurement programme, which started on 1 December targeting 

to acquire 350 000 tonnes of Aman rice, at prices 3.4 percent above 

those of last season. Prices of wheat flour continued their gradual 

upward trend in January, mainly reflecting a reduction in the 

quantities distributed by the Government through open market 

sales. 

In Sri Lanka, rice prices increased considerably in January, 

reaching near-record levels, despite the recent start of 2013 main 

Maha season. Prices were supported by the estimated decrease in 

production, following below-average rains between September 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Jan-14  30.00 +1 +8 +15

Mumbai, Wheat Jan-14  27.58 -5 +3 -2

New Delhi, Rice Jan-14  28.00 +2 +6 +8

New Delhi, Wheat Jan-14  18.00 0 0 -5

Source: 1) Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Jan-14  37.00 0 0 +7

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Jan-14  48.00 +3 +4 +18

Lahore, Wheat Jan-14  40.68 +2 +11 +31

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Jan-14  39.70 0 0 +16

Source: 1) Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Jan-14  23.00 -1 +5 +7

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Jan-14  27.62 -5 +1 -16

Jalalabad, Wheat (flour) Jan-14  26.00 -5 +2 0

Jalalabad, Wheat Jan-14  21.00 -1 +4 -9

Source: 1) WFP Afghanistan

and November over the main producing areas. Imported wheat 

flour quotations remained unchanged but higher than their year-

earlier levels.  

In India, retail rice prices remained generally stable or decreased 

seasonally in some markets of the country, following adequate 

supplies from the ongoing 2013 main season Kharif harvest and 

ample state reserves. However, further price decreases were offset 

by strong export demand, particularly from Western Africa and the 

Government’s ongoing procurement programme for the 2013/14 

marketing season, which started on 1 October 2013. Wheat prices 

remained generally stable or increased in January, despite ample 

public stocks, mainly as a result of higher minimum support prices 

in the agricultural season 2014/15. The Government’s  decision to 

cut the floor price for exports by 13 percent to USD 260 per tonne 

also provided support. 

In Pakistan, nominal prices of wheat and wheat flour remained 

stable or strengthened in January. Overall, prices were well above 

their levels a year earlier and at records in some markets, mainly 

reflecting low levels of stocks and sharp rises in fuel prices.  

In Afghanistan, average prices of wheat flour generally 

declined in January mainly reflecting sustained imports from 

neighbouring markets. Prices of wheat grain remained stable 

with minor changes compared to last month. Large regional price 

differentials persist reflecting transportation bottlenecks.
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Jan-14  289.00 -1 +6 -21

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Jan-14  235.00 0 -17 -36

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Jan-14  286.40 -2 +6 -16

Source: 1) APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Jan-14  2.85 -2 -2 -12

Khatlon Jan-14  2.82 -4 -6 -15

Sughd Jan-14  2.41 -8 -9 -19

National Average Jan-14  2.69 -5 -6 -15

Source: 1) State Statistic Agency of Tajikistan

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Jan-14  29.76 0 0 -3

Bishkek Jan-14  30.22 0 -1 -2

Jalal-Abad Jan-14  29.31 +1 +1 -5

Osh Jan-14  29.66 0 +2 -7

Source: 1) National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Prices of wheat and wheat products stable or 
declining but overall at relatively high levels
In the wheat import-dependent countries of the subregion, prices 

of wheat flour remained generally unchanged in January although 

they decreased moderately in Tajikistan. Overall, prices remained 

around their high levels at the same time last year, despite the 

good 2013 harvests and low regional export prices. Relatively 

high transportation costs continued to support prices and limited 

further declines. 

Export prices of wheat in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

eased somewhat in January, after the increase in previous months, 

reflecting a slowdown in export sales and generally favourable 

prospects for the 2014 crop. In Kazakhstan, wheat prices remained 

unchanged for the second consecutive month in January and were 

more than one-third down from their year-earlier levels, reflecting 

ample supplies after a recovery in production,  coupled with a 

weaker pace in trade activity.

In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices declined in January, reflecting 

the decrease in recent months of export quotations in Kazakhstan, 

the country’s mains source of imports. A recent decline in fuel 

prices, following the delivery of duty-free oil from the Russian 

Federation also put downward pressure on  prices. However, 

transportation costs still remain high, limiting further declines 

in prices. Overall, wheat flour prices were as much as 20 percent 

down from their near-record levels of a year earlier.

In Kyrgyzstan, wheat flour prices remained unchanged in 

January, despite lower export quotations in the regional export 

markets and adequate supplies from the good 2013 harvest. 

Overall, prices were slightly below their high levels at the same 

time last year. The depreciation of the local currency and increased 

transportation costs, in spite of a recent decline in fuel prices, 

contributed to maintaining prices relatively high. Prices of mutton 

and beef, important staples in the country, increased in the past 

two months and were generally above their year-earlier levels. 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread Jan-14  1.52 -1 -1 -3

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Jan-14  1.64 +2 +1 +6

Source: 1) National Statistics Office of Georgia

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

In Georgia, which normally imports 80 to 90 percent of its 

wheat consumption needs, mainly from the Russian Federation, 

average prices of wheat flour increased slightly in January and 

were above their year-earlier levels. Prices of staple potatoes 

surged in the past two months and in January they were double 

their values in the corresponding period last year. This reflects 

lower imports and reduced 2013 production, after crops in the 

Samtskhe – Javakheti region, an important growing area, were 

negatively affected by unfavourable weather conditions during 

the growing season. 

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour strengthened in January 

and remained close to their high levels of a year earlier, despite 

good availabilities from the 2013 wheat harvest. Prices of potatoes, 

another staple in the country, rose markedly in December and 

January, mainly due to increased exports. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat flour continued to increase 

marginally in December, mainly reflecting increased transport costs 

following a rise in fuel prices at the beginning of the month, which 

also led to higher prices of potatoes. However, prices of wheat and 

wheat products remained at the same level of December 2012, as a 

result of adequate supplies from the 2013 wheat harvest and high 

imports during the season.

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Jan-14  255.00 +34 +66 +62

Source: 1) National Statistical Service of Republic of Armenia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Azerbaijanian Manat per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Dec-13  0.89 +29 +51 +75

Source: 1) State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Jan-14  1.56 +3 +75 +103

Source: 1) National Statistics Office of Georgia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in Central 
America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

Jan-14  330.66 +8 0 -7

El Salvador, San Salvador Jan-14  274.78 -3 -10 -7

Nicaragua, Managua Jan-14  299.20 0 -11 -14

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Jan-14  269.72 +1 -14 -21

Source: 1) Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; 2) Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; 3) Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; 4) SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Jan-14  818.40 -1 +7 +22

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Jan-14  809.60 0 +20 +20

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Jan-14  845.68 -3 -9 -12

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Jan-14  688.16 +5 -2 -3

Source: 1) SIMPAH; 2) Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; 3) Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; 4) Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize and beans prices generally stable and low
In Central America, prices of white maize, the main staple in 

the subregion, remained mostly stable in January and well 

below their levels a year earlier. This reflects good supplies 

from the 2013/14 main season gathered last September, as 

well as favourable prospects for the ongoing second season, 

to be completed by the end of February, and the forthcoming 

minor third season. In Guatemala, however, maize prices 

increased by 8 percent from December to January, ahead 

of the third season harvest scheduled to start in the second 

half of February in the main producing Northern Region. 

Nonetheless, similar to the rest of the subregion, prices 

remained well below last year’s levels. In Mexico, white maize 

prices changed little in January, after falling in the previous 

months with progress of the 2013 main season harvest, 

about to be concluded. Prices have been in a declining trend 

in the past two years reflecting consecutive satisfactory 

outputs and in January 2014 were significantly below their 

year-earlier levels. In response to the low white maize prices, 

on 13 December the Government reinstituted a 20 percent 

import tariff, abolished in 2008, from countries with which it 

does not have a free trade agreement. This will mainly impact 

imports from South Africa, which in 2012 amounted close to 

1 million tonnes. 

Prices of beans, another important component of the diet in 

the subregion, remained generally stable in January, despite the 

current 2013/14 second season harvest, the most important for 

this crop. In Nicaragua and Honduras, prices remained stable 

after increasing in previous months due to lower outputs in the 

first seasons, reduced plantings in second seasons in response to 

low prices at sowing time and diversion of land to black beans, 

mainly for export. In both countries, red bean prices in January 

were about 20 percent above their levels of a year earlier. In El 

Salvador, red bean prices strengthened in January, although 

remaining at historically low levels. In Guatemala, black bean 

prices declined slightly in January to their lowest level in five years. 

Black bean prices were also at low levels in Mexico.  

In Haiti, prices of the main food staple imported rice 

strengthened in January in some markets, notably in the 

capital Port-au-Prince. While rice export quotations from the 

United States, the country’s main source of imports, were stable 

in January, the increase in domestic rice prices reflects the 

depreciation of the local currency with respect to the US dollar, 

resulting in higher import costs. Maize meal prices—the country’s 

second most important food staple—rose sharply in January in 

several markets, after marked declines in previous months with 

the 2013 bumper production. However, prices remained well 

below their year-earlier levels.



GIEWS Global food price monitor

10 February 2014 15

SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Argentina
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Buenos Aires, Wheat Jan-14  233.73 0 -58 -6

Buenos Aires, 
Wheat (flour)

Jan-14  910.00 -12 +3 +168

Source: 1) Bolsa de Cereales

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Brazil
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

São Paulo, Wheat (flour) Jan-14  860.20 +3 -3 +14

São Paulo, Wheat Jan-14  310.90 -2 -19 -7

Source: 1) Instituto de Economia Agrícola; 2) Agrolink

Wheat flour prices remained at high levels, those 
of maize generally low  
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices persisted at high 

levels in several countries of the subregion, despite marked declines 

in the price of the grain over the past two months with the 2013 

harvests, which have just been completed. In Brazil, flour prices 

strengthened further in January reaching all-time highs, while 

in Argentina quotations declined marginally, in local currency 

terms, and were almost three times higher than a year earlier. 

In both countries, flour prices are supported by local millers still 

mostly operating with the higher priced old crop and at reduced 

capacity because of low stocks. Anticipated tight supplies in the 

new 2013/14 marketing year, due to the limited recovery of the 

2013 wheat outputs also provided support. In Uruguay, where a 

good wheat crop was gathered, flour prices remained at near record 

levels, one-third above those in January 2013, as a result of strong 

regional export demand. In Paraguay, wheat flour prices weakened 

somewhat in January but remained at high levels. In Bolivia, which 

normally imports two-third of its consumption requirements, mainly 

from Argentina, flour prices in January were still 46 percent above 

their year-earlier levels despite some declines. By contrast, in Chile, 

Peru and Ecuador, wheat flour prices weakened or remained stable 

and were lower than a year earlier reflecting imports from non-

Mercosur (Southern Common Market) countries, mainly the United 

States of America and Canada. 

Maize prices remained relatively unchanged in several 

countries of the subregion, including Argentina, Brazil, Colombia 

and Peru where they were significantly below their levels of a year 

earlier reflecting the 2013 record harvests, ample regional export 

supplies and low prices in the international markets. However, in 

Ecuador, maize prices surged in January following a significant 

reduction in imports due to last year’s bumper crop, coupled 

with sustained demand from the feed industry. The authorization 

by the Government of 120 000 tonnes of maize imports in late 

December is expected to contribute to lower local prices. The 

current minimum support price is almost twice the world market 

price. Despite the sharp increase last month, maize prices remained 

unchanged relative to January 2012. In Bolivia, which is normally 

self-sufficient in maize, prices rose by more than one-third in 

January in the main Santa Cruz market almost doubling their levels 

of a year earlier, reflecting reduced supplies due to the poor 2013 

maize production. In Chile, maize prices increased 5 percent in 

January due to import delays as a result of port workers strike, but 

were still 10 percent lower than at the same time last year. 
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from December to January depending on series.
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n Export prices of wheat rose in February mainly on concerns about 
the 2014 winter wheat outlook in the United States. Prices of maize 
also strengthened supported by increased export demand, while 
international rice prices showed mixed trends according to origin. 
Overall, cereal export prices remained below their year-earlier levels.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices remained at record or near-record 
levels but stabilized or increased at a slower rate in February, with 
improved 2014 production prospects.

n In Central America, prices of red beans surged in February reflecting 
a reduced subregional output in 2013.

n In Western Africa, coarse grain prices remained stable or declined in  most 
Sahelian and coastal countries, following last year’s above average regional 
harvest. By contrast, in Nigeria, maize prices soared in January.

n In Southern Africa, prices of maize stabilized in South Africa on account 
of improved prospects for the 2014 crop, to be harvested from April, 
but were still at record levels after surging in the previous two months. 
Elsewhere in the subregion, prices remained high reflecting overall tighter 
supplies, although they increased at a more subdued rate or declined in 
some markets.

n In Eastern Africa, prices of cereals remained stable or declined in February 
as a result of improved availabilities from the 2013/14 main and secondary 
harvests. However, in the Sudan cereal prices continued to rise and reached 
record levels.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices remained overall stable despite the good 
2013 main season harvests, supported by sustained regional import 
demand and government procurement programmes. Wheat and wheat 
flour quotations were at relatively high levels. 

n In CIS importing countries, prices of wheat flour remained unchanged 
but still at the high levels of a year earlier. Prices of other important staples, 
such as potatoes and meat, increased in February and reached record highs 
in some countries.

n In Central America, white maize prices seasonally strengthened but were 
at relatively low levels following the good 2013 maize outputs. By contrast, 
prices of red beans surged in February, supported by a reduced subregional 
production in 2013. 

n In South America, wheat flour prices stayed overall high, including in 
Argentina where they declined sharply in the past month. Maize prices 
remained relatively stable and at low levels following a 2013 record regional 
output, with the exception of Bolivia.
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International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Cereal export prices increased in February but 
remained at relatively low levels

n	 Export prices of wheat from the United States rose by 5 

percent in February, after the decline of the previous three months. 

The benchmark US wheat price (No.2 Hard Red Winter, f.o.b.) 

averaged USD 303 per tonne which, however, was still 8 percent 

lower than in February 2013. The recent increase in prices mainly 

reflects concerns over the impact of cold and dry weather on the 

2014 winter crop in the main growing areas of the United States. 

Large export sales provided further support. However, ample 

global supplies limited the price gains. Wheat export prices in the 

Black Sea region decreased by 3 percent reflecting weak demand 

and generally satisfactory prospects for the 2014 crops. 

n	 International maize prices increased in February, with the 

benchmark US maize value (No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 209 

per tonne, 5 percent higher than in the previous month but still 

31 percent below their levels a year earlier. Strong domestic and 

export demand, for feed and industrial use, underpinned prices, 

more than offsetting the downward pressure from large global 

supplies following the 2013 record production. 

n	 Export prices of rice were generally subdued in February, 

except for Japonica rice, which saw quotations advance strongly 

on lower expected 2014 crops in Australia and the United 

States. Prices in the other market segments were either down or 

stagnating. The increase of Japonica prices, however, was sufficient 

to lift the FAO Rice Price Index by 4.7 percent compared to January. 

Rice prices in the various origins also followed contrasting patterns: 

Thai prices gathered strength, a reflection of a stronger baht and 

reduced access of traders to public stocks, a tendency reflected 

in a 2 percent increase in the benchmark Thai white rice 100% B 

quotation to USD 466 per tonne. Likewise, prices were sustained 

by a stronger currency in India and Pakistan and by a tightening 

of supplies in the United States and South America. By contrast, 

prices edged lower in Viet Nam.  
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Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Feb-14  185.00 0 +6 +3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Feb-14  175.00 -5 -3 -15

Niger, Niamey Feb-14  240.00 0 -4 -4

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Jan-14 75 000.00 +25 +50 +14

Sorghum Jan-14 62 000.00 +3 +3 +11

Source:  FEWSNET

Prices of coarse grains remained mostly stable 
except in Nigeria
Reflecting increased supplies from last year’s above average 

regional harvest, coarse grains prices have remained mostly stable 

or continued to decline in recent months in both Sahelian and 

coastal countries. The main exception is Nigeria, where cereal 

prices increased strongly in January. In Sahelian countries, millet 

and sorghum prices have remained mostly stable or declined 

further in February in Niger and Burkina Faso. In Mali, millet 

prices were also unchanged but those of sorghum strengthened 

in most monitored markets. Overall, coarse grain prices were well 

below their levels in February 2013. However, seasonal declines in 

coarse grains prices were less notable in the western part of the 

Sahel belt, notably in Senegal. Although the new cereal harvests 

led to a slight decrease in prices during the last quarter of 2013 in 

most markets, millet prices in Dakar in December 2013 were still 

9 percent higher than the 2011/12 crisis-affected levels and 24 

percent higher in Saint Louis. Several consecutive years of below-

average coarse grains harvests have led to a relatively tight market 

in Senegal. 

Prices of maize, the staple cereal in the coastal countries 

along the Gulf of Guinea, generally remained stable or declined 

in December/January in Benin, Ghana and Togo. However, 

localized price increases were observed in some markets, such as 

the 7 percent rise in Malanville (Benin) in January 2014 as well as 

the 7 percent increase noted in Accra (Ghana) in December 2013. 

The main exception is Nigeria, where maize prices in the main 

northern Kano market soared by 25 percent in January, resulting 

in a 50 percent increase between November and January. Trade 

disruptions due to the escalating insecurity in the northern part 

of the country have contributed to the recent rise in maize prices, 

which occurred in spite of a good 2013 cereal harvest. 

Prices of imported rice, mainly consumed in urban centres, 

have remained relatively stable in recent months in most 

countries of the subregion, both in the Sahel and in coastal 

countries, including in Senegal where rice is the main staple. 

Rice prices in Senegal had increased steeply from December 

2011, but government intervention in the form of price control 

has kept prices stable since April 2012. Local rice prices have 

also been stable in Mali, except in the northern cities of Gao and 

Tombouctou where insecurity-induced trade disruptions led to 

higher price variability in recent months. 

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Jan-14  128.00 -7 +11 -12

Lomé Jan-14  230.00 -6 0 -2

Cinkassé Jan-14  124.00 -2 -6 -25

Korbongou Jan-14  128.00 +4 -29 -31

Source:  Direction des statistiques agricoles de l’informatique et de la 
documentation
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Maize (white)

Feb-14  1.94 +5 +17 +28

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Feb-14  2.89 +1 +12 +33

National Average, 
White roller maize meal

Feb-14  2.27 +2 +17 +32

Source:  Central Statistical Office

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Feb-14 3 172.50 0 +29 +50

Maize (yellow) Feb-14 3 174.25 0 +33 +47

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Liwonde Feb-14  173.50 +3 +16 +87

Lizulu Feb-14  150.19 -3 +28 +73

National Average Feb-14  130.24 -11 +9 +16

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Maize prices stabilized or increased moderately, 
but remained at high levels
Following strong increases in the previous months, due to overall 

tighter supplies, maize prices recorded moderate increases or 

remained unchanged in February, as the start of the harvest 

period approaches and prospects for the 2014 crop are generally 

favourable. In some markets, prices started to decline, after 

reaching record levels in January. 

Prices of maize in South Africa remained unchanged in 

February after surging in December and January. Although the 

current tight domestic supply situation, with stocks estimated to 

be about one-third of the previous year’s level, maintained upward 

pressure, this was offset by improved production prospects for the 

2014 crop. Early forecasts indicate a 6 percent annual increase on 

account of an expected strong rebound for white maize. 

In Malawi, maize prices declined overall in February, with 

the national average price narrowing the gap with last year’s 

level. Recent sales of subsidized maize from the Agricultural 

Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC) at MWK 80 

per kg, about half the national average price, contributed to the 

recent price decreases, particularly in southern markets. However, 

the depreciation of the national currency and tight market supplies 

in some regions of the country, account for the still significantly 

high level of prices. 

In Zambia, prices of maize continued to increase in February 

but at a slower pace than in previous months. The more subdued 

rises reflect sales of subsidized stocks from the Food Reserve 

Agency (FRA). Maize meal prices remained about one-third above 

their year-earlier levels, on account of overall tighter supplies and 

the removal of subsidies for fuel and maize in mid-2013. 

Maize prices across Mozambique were generally above their 

year-earlier values. Following recent declines, maize prices in 

Chokwe posted the highest month-on-month increases, taking 

them close to last year’s high levels. Elsewhere, tightening 

market supplies maintained upward pressure prompting 

moderate price gains.
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Jan-14  4.32 +3 +12 -4

Qacha's Nek Jan-14  4.32 0 +1 -2

Mount Moorosi Jan-14  4.71 0 -2 -10

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Feb-14 1 354.75 -2 -2 +7

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Feb-14 1 383.33 -3 -2 +5

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Feb-14  9.94 +16 0 -29

Nampula Feb-14  15.28 -1 +7 +22

Manica Feb-14  12.86 +13 +18 +13

Gorongosa Feb-14  11.43 +5 +5 +5

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Prices of maize meal in Lesotho’s capital Maseru strengthened in 

February, after increasing in the preceding months under pressure 

from the high prices in South Africa (the country’s main supplier 

of maize); however, prices still remain below the previous year’s 

level, reflecting a recovery in production in 2013 and consequently 

improved national supplies. The high prices in South Africa are 

expected to continue to exert imported inflationary pressure. 

Prices of maize in Zimbabwe’s capital, Harare, continued to 

rise moderately in January and were well above their year-earlier 

levels. The reduced 2013 harvest and high prices in South Africa, 

which supplies the bulk of the country’s imports, exerted upward 

price pressure contributing to the elevated levels. 

Prices of rice in Madagascar dipped slightly from their record 

levels of January in response to new supplies from the 2014 early 

harvests. In addition, high levels of imports and generally low 

international prices, particularly in Pakistan (the country’s main 

trading partner), have lessened upward price pressure from the 

poor 2013 harvest. 

Retail prices of maize in Harare, Zimbabwe
US Dollar per Kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Harare, Maize Jan-14  0.51 +11 +27 +76

Source:  FEWSNET
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu Feb-14  411.00 0 0 +14

Nairobi Feb-14  388.00 -1 -3 +8

Eldoret Feb-14  346.00 -1 -2 +6

Nakuru Feb-14  338.00 -1 +2 +2

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Feb-14 5 730.00 +3 -9 +2

Addis Ababa Feb-14 4 670.00 +1 -39 -1

Mekele Feb-14 5 200.00 0 -32 0

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Feb-14  260.00 -2 -27 -2

Uganda, Kampala Feb-14  272.00 +3 -31 -7

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

Feb-14  384.00 -2 +21 -17

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Feb-14  408.00 +7 -8 -10

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices stable or declining in most markets 
in February, but at record highs in the Sudan
In Eastern Africa, cereal prices remained generally stable or declined 

in February as a result of improved availabilities from the 2013 main 

harvest, completed last December, and the recently-concluded 

secondary 2013/14 harvests. The only exception is the Sudan, 

where cereal prices continued their increasing trend and hit record 

highs in February.

In Kenya, prices of maize remained generally stable in February 

but were above their levels of a year earlier, reflecting the reduced 

2013 main long rains season harvest as well as the unfavourable 

prospects for the secondary short rains season harvest, currently 

underway. Recent maize imports from Uganda and the United 

Republic of Tanzania have eased additional pressure on prices.

In Uganda, wholesale prices of maize remained relatively stable 

in February following a decline of about 30 percent in the past three 

months as crops from the recently-completed 2013 second season 

harvest increased market supplies. In the main markets of Kampala 

and Lira, maize prices in February were slightly below their levels of 

a year earlier. Retail prices of the staple matooke (cooking bananas) 

sharply fell in the last two months, from a record price of about 

UGX 6 000 per kg in December 2013 to about UGX 3 700 per kg 

in February, mainly due to abundant supplies from the recent 

harvest. By contrast, prices of beans, after declining at the end of 

2013 following the good harvest, have rebounded to a high level 

of about UGX 25 000 per kg.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, maize prices increased in 

February in the main urban market of Dar es Salaam but declined 

slightly in the northern Arusha market with the recently-concluded 

secondary 2013/14 Vuli season harvest. In the surplus producing 

areas of Mbeya and Songea in the southern highlands, maize 

prices declined by 8-9 percent reflecting the above-average 2013 
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Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Feb-14 2 473.13 +7 +20 +53

Khartoum Feb-14 2 598.75 +4 +12 +43

Port Sudan Feb-14 2 805.00 +2 +13 +42

El Obeid Feb-14 2 692.91 +5 +13 +49

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, Sudan

EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

cereal production.  Prices of rice have remained stable and at low 

levels in recent months due to improved supplies from the good 

2013 harvest.

In Ethiopia, maize prices remained generally stable in most 

markets after sharply declining in past months with the bumper 

production of the 2013 main Meher harvest. Sorghum prices 

continued to decrease in February and in the capital Addis Ababa, 

prices of red and white sorghum decreased by 17 and 44 percent 

between January and February respectively. By contrast, wholesale 

prices of teff in Addis Ababa increased by 4 percent, reflecting 

export and growing domestic demand.

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced maize and sorghum 

declined slightly in February in the important Baidoa and Marka 

markets, as consumption of green crops from the 2013/14 

secondary deyr season began. However, prices of maize and 

sorghum were still considerably above their levels of a year 

earlier, mainly due to the below-average output in 2013, reduced 

humanitarian assistance and conflict-related market disruptions.

In the Sudan, prices of the main staple sorghum rose in 

February and were at record levels in all monitored markets as 

a result of the poor crop harvested at the end of 2013. Prices of 

wheat, mainly consumed in urban areas and mostly sourced from 

international markets, continued to rise in February in the capital 

Khartoum reaching also record highs. This reflects a reduction in 

the 2013 production, increased local demand and the devaluation 

of the Sudanese Pound.

Retail prices of white maize in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Marka Feb-14 7 650.00 -2 +21 +46

Baidoa Feb-14 6 000.00 -6 +3 +50

Mogadishu Feb-14 6 600.00 0 0 0

Belet Weyne Feb-14 9 000.00 +12 -10 +29

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

In Rwanda, prices of beans and maize continued to decline 

in February as the newly-harvested crops increased supplies, 

and were below their year-earlier levels. In Kigali, prices of beans 

declined by 33 percent from the beginning of the harvest in 

December to February, while prices of maize declined by about 

11 percent. Bean and maize prices were about 8 and 18 percent 

respectively below their levels of twelve months earlier.

Wholesale prices of maize and beans in Kigali, 
Rwanda
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Feb-14  323.00 -5 -11 -18

Beans Feb-14  475.50 -7 -33 -8

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Feb-14 1 800.00 0 +12 0

Kampong Chhnang Feb-14 1 776.25 +1 -8 -11

Banteay Meanchey Feb-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Feb-14 1 400.00 -7 -21 -15

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Feb-14 7 700.00 -1 +4 +8

Rice (20% broken) Feb-14 7 900.00 0 +6 +9

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice
(Emata, Manawthukha)

Feb-14  353.89 +7 -2 -2

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Prices of rice and wheat flour generally stable in 
February but high in some markets
Domestic rice prices remained relatively unchanged in most 

countries of the subregion, despite improved availabilites from 

the recently-completed 2013/14 main season harvests. Prices were 

supported by sustained regional import demand and ongoing 

government procurement programmes. Prices of wheat flour were 

also generally steady, however, those of wheat grain increased 

in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Cereal prices were above their year-

earlier levels in several countries of the subregion. 

In Viet Nam, wholesale prices of rice remained virtually 

unchanged in February. The downward pressure from the onset 

of the 2013/14 main season Winter/Spring harvest,  which is 

anticipated at a bumper level,  was offset by delays in harvesting 

in some areas of the Mekong River Delta due to an extended 

period of cold weather.  Sustained import demand from China also 

provided support. 

In Thailand, domestic rice prices remained generally stable in 

February and were low compared to a year earlier, reflecting the 

estimated record level of output from the the recently-completed 

2013 main season rice harvest.

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of rice rose significantly in 

February for the second consecutive month, mainly on account of 

the below-average 2013 main season harvest, negatively affected 

by localized floods and insect plagues. Import demand, particularly 

from China, added to the upward pressure. Overall, however, rice 

prices remained below their levels a year earlier.  

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice were generally 

unchanged but declined in the main producing areas, following 

the recent completion of the 2013/14 main wet season harvest, 

estimated at a record level.  However, downward price pressure 

was partially offset by import demand from the European Union, 

China and Malaysia. 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Feb-14  34.50 0 +1 +12

Wheat (flour) Feb-14  33.50 +1 +5 -4

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Feb-14  5.93 0 +3 +3

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Feb-14  4.49 0 0 +3

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Feb-14 8 947.35 +2 +5 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Feb-14  36.85 +1 +3 +15

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Feb-14  40.12 +1 +3 +14

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and well-

milled rice varieties strenghtened somewhat in February reaching 

record levels, despite the ongoing 2013/14 secondary season 

harvest. Prices were mainly underpinned by localized crop losses 

following Typhoon Nari and Haiyan in late 2013. 

In Indonesia, average prices of medium-quality rice continued 

to strenghten in February and were above their year-earlier levels 

in line with the general inflation rate. Prices were mainly supported 

by high fuel and energy prices. 

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

unchanged in February, despite good availabilities from the 2013 

bumper ouputs and large imports. Prices were mainly supported 

by strong domestic demand and consecutive increases of the 

Minimum Support Prices (MSP). The Government has recently 

raised the MSP of rice by 3.3 percent compared to last year to 

CNY 3 100 (USD 506) per tonne.

In Bangladesh, prices of rice remained generally stable 

but at relatively high levels in February, mainly supported by 

the Government procurement programme, which started on 

1 December targeting to purchase 400 000 tonnes of Aman 

rice, at prices 3.4 percent above those of last season. Prices of 

wheat flour strenghtened for the fourth consecutive month 

in February, reflecting continued reductions in the quantities 

distributed by the Government through open market sales.
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg

50

20

25

30

35

40

45

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Aug
12

Jun
12

Apr
12

Feb
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Feb-14  38.50 +4 +4 +10

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Feb-14  48.00 0 +4 +16

Lahore, Wheat Feb-14  41.12 +1 +8 +31

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Feb-14  39.70 0 0 +15

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

In Sri Lanka, rice prices continued their gradual upward trend, 

reaching near-record levels in February.  Prices were underpinned 

by an anticipated sharp decline in the 2014 main Maha season 

output, currently being harvested, following below-average rains 

during the growing season in main-producing areas. Reduced 

availability of agricultural inputs also provided support. Prices of 

imported wheat flour, which is regulated, weakened in February 

and were around their levels a year earlier.  

In India, prices of rice remained relatively stable, despite the 

arrival of the 2014 Rabi rice crop, forecast at a near record level and 

ample public stocks. Prices were mainly supported by sustained 

import demand, particularly from Western and Eastern Africa 

and the Government’s ongoing procurement programme for the 

2013/14 marketing season. Wheat prices were also generally stable 

in February, despite the forecast record output of 2014 Rabi wheat 

crop and ample public stocks. Prices were supported by increased 

minimum support prices and exports. Overall, prices of rice and 

wheat were above their year-earlier levels.

In Pakistan, prices of wheat strengthened further in 

February, mainly reflecting an anticipated reduction in the 2014 

wheat production and low level of stocks. Preliminary 2014 

production forecasts have recently been revised downwards, 

due to lower plantings and yields, following early season 

dryness that affected the rainfed crop in northern parts of 

Punjab province. However, prices of wheat flour remained 

relatively unchanged, following government efforts to keep 

prices stable. Overall, prices of wheat and wheat flour were well 

above their year-earlier levels.

In Afghanistan, prices of mostly imported wheat flour declined 

slightly or remained unchanged compared to the previous month 

and were lower than a year earlier as a result of sustained imports 

from Kazakhstan and Pakistan. By contrast, prices of wheat 

increased in February and were higher than a year earlier.

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth  mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Feb-14  30.47 +2 0 +17

Mumbai, Wheat Feb-14  27.53 0 0 -2

Chennai, Rice Feb-14  32.00 +1 0 -6

Chennai, Wheat Feb-14  31.00 0 0 +14

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Feb-14  24.67 +7 +11 +15

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Feb-14  27.00 -2 -4 -16

Herat, Wheat Feb-14  20.83 +5 +7 +16

Herat, Wheat (flour) Feb-14  27.50 0 -8 -14

Source:  WFP Afghanistan
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Feb-14  279.50 -3 -3 -23

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Feb-14  235.00 0 0 -36

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Feb-14  277.30 -3 -4 -20

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Feb-14  2.72 -5 -6 -16

Khatlon Feb-14  2.74 -3 -9 -17

Sughd Feb-14  2.41 0 -9 -19

National Average Feb-14  2.62 -3 -8 -17

Source:  State Statistic Agency of Tajikistan

Retail prices of beef meat in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Feb-14  320.84 +1 +3 +10

Bishkek Feb-14  328.23 +1 +1 +10

Jalal-Abad Feb-14  320.00 0 +7 +12

Osh Feb-14  320.00 0 +10 +14

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Prices of wheat flour stable but still at relatively 
high levels
In most importing countries of the subregion, prices of wheat 

flour remained generally unchanged in February, mainly reflecting 

trends of export prices in Kazakhstan, the main supplier in 

the subregion. Overall, however, prices were still close to their 

relatively high levels of a year earlier, despite adequate market 

availabilities following last year’s good outputs and lower regional 

export prices. 

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

declined for the second consecutive month in February, due to 

generally satisfactory 2014 crop conditions and weaker demand.  

The escalation of civil unrest in Ukraine caused concern in markets 

although as of February wheat trade activity was reported to be 

normal. In Kazakhstan, wheat export prices remained unchanged 

as a result of a temporary slowdown in trade activity following the 

sharp depreciation of the national currency in early February. In 

response to the depreciation and in an effort to maintain stable 

bread prices, the Government announced in mid-February the 

release of wheat grain from state reserves at a fixed price of KZT 30 

000 per tonne (USD 163 per tonne) until August. Overall, regional 

export prices remained well below their high levels of a year earlier. 

In Kyrgyzstan, wheat flour prices remained relatively stable in 

February and were only slightly below their year-earlier high levels, 

despite the good 2013 wheat harvest and adequate imports. The 

strong depreciation of the national currency in February prompted 

the Government to announce the release of wheat from state 

reserves to avoid an increase in prices of wheat flour products, 

given the country’s high dependence on imported wheat. Prices 

of staples beef and mutton meat reached record levels in some 

markets in February, after the sustained increase of recent months. 

In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices eased further in February, 

reflecting adequate supplies from two consecutive bumper 

harvests and lower export quotations in Kazakhstan, the country’s 

main source of imports. A recent decline in fuel and transportation 

costs also put downward pressure on  prices. Overall, wheat flour 

prices were some 20 percent down from their near-record levels 

a year earlier. Prices of staple potatoes continued to increase and 

reached record or near-record levels in February in some markets.
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread Feb-14  1.55 +2 +1 +1

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Feb-14  1.61 -2 +2 -1

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Feb-14  259.00 +2 +72 +74

Source:  National Statistical Service of Republic of Armenia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Jan-14  1.06 +19 +68 +100

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Feb-14  1.61 +3 +79 +121

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat flour in January were close to 

their December levels but still higher than at the same time a year 

earlier, both in nominal and real terms. Prices of potatoes, another 

important staple, surged for the second consecutive month in 

January reaching record highs. Despite the good outputs of 

wheat and potatoes in 2013 , prices were mainly underpinned by 

increased transportation costs, following the rise in fuel tariffs in 

early December last year.

In Georgia*, while prices of wheat flour declined slightly in 

February, those of staple potatoes strengthened further reaching 

near-record highs. The sharp increase of the past three months 

reflects a decline in availability due to a reduced 2013 output and 

lower imports. Similarly, prices of milk continued to increase in 

February and reached record levels.

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour in February changed little 

compared to the previous month and were somewhat up on their 

high levels of a year earlier. Prices of staple potatoes rose slightly 

and were well above their year-earlier levels, despite the good 2013 

output. Increased tariffs on natural gas and electricity contributed 

to push food prices above their levels of a year earlier.
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in Central 
America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

Feb-14  335.50 +1 +9 -4

El Salvador, San Salvador Feb-14  284.68 +5 -6 -3

Nicaragua, Managua Feb-14  304.48 +2 -3 -18

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Feb-14  277.42 +3 -1 -21

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Feb-14  993.52 +21 +24 +51

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Feb-14 1 031.36 +27 +29 +61

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Feb-14  869.66 +3 -4 -8

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Feb-14  850.30 +24 +23 +18

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize prices remained low but bean prices 
surged
In Central America, prices of white maize, the main staple in the 

subregion, increased slightly in February following the completion 

of the 2013/14 second and third season harvests in the past 

month. In some countries, notably in Honduras, prices were 

also supported by higher transportation costs. However, white 

maize prices remained well below their levels of a year earlier 

reflecting adequate supplies from the good 2013 maize outputs, 

which reached record levels in El Salvador and Guatemala. In 

Mexico, the largest producer of the subregion, white maize prices 

weakened further in February, continuing the decline of the past 

few months during the main season harvest, now just concluded. 

Prices have been falling in the past two years reflecting consecutive 

satisfactory harvests and in February 2014 were significantly below 

their year-earlier levels.

Prices of red beans, another important component of the 

diet in Central America, surged in February in most markets. 

Prices were supported by lower subregional production 

following reduced outputs in key producers Nicaragua and 

Honduras. In Nicaragua, diversion of land to black beans, 

mainly for export, was higher than anticipated and resulted in 

reduced local supplies of red beans. In Honduras, plantings 

in the 2013/14 crop year were down due to low prices, while 

dry weather during the third de apante season led to yield 

reductions. In El Salvador, which depends heavily on regional 

red bean imports, prices surged despite a good production in 

2013/14. In Guatemala and Mexico, where black beans are 

the main produced and consumed variety, prices remained 

relatively stable and well below their levels a year earlier due to 

the 2013 bumper crops.

In Haiti, prices of imported rice, the main food staple, remained 

generally stable in February, despite the recent weakening of rice 

export quotations from the United States, the country’s main 

source of imports. Prices of maize meal—the country’s second 

most important food staple—remained unchanged in February 

in most markets and were lower than a year earlier, reflecting 

adequate supplies from the good 2013 production.



10 March 201414

GIEWS Global food price monitor

SOUTH AMERICA

Wheat flour prices declined in some countries 
but still high. Maize prices at generally low levels 
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices in February 

remained generally at the high levels of the previous months, 

despite decreases in some countries. A reduced 2013 subregional 

wheat output for the second consecutive year and lower export 

availabilities have put upward pressure on prices. In Argentina, 

the main exporter of the subregion, domestic wheat flour 

quotations declined by 24 percent in February (in local currency) 

as millers started to use wheat from the recently-harvested crop, 

but they remained almost three times above their levels at the 

same time last year. Anticipated tight supplies in the new 2013/14 

marketing year (December/November), due to the limited recovery 

of the 2013 wheat production continued to support prices. In 

Brazil, flour prices were relatively unchanged in February and at 

near-record levels reflecting delays in the shipment of 1 million 

tonnes of authorized wheat exports from Argentina. In Paraguay, 

wheat flour prices declined by 8 percent but they remained high 

following a frost-reduced 2013 crop. In Uruguay, prices remained 

unchanged in February and one-third above their year-earlier 

levels due to high regional export demand. In Bolivia, which 

normally imports two-thirds of its consumption requirements, 

mainly from Argentina, flour prices strengthened somewhat and 

were significantly higher than at the same time last year. However, 

common bread prices remained stable as a result of government 

subsidies that in 2013 increased to USD 34 million. By contrast, 

in Chile, wheat prices declined further in February with the new 

harvest supplies and remained below their values a year earlier, 

mainly due to two consecutive years of good production. In 

Peru and Ecuador, wheat flour prices remained stable and were 

relatively unchanged from a year earlier reflecting adequate levels 

of imports from the United States and Canada.

Yellow maize prices strengthened somewhat in February but 

remained mostly below their levels of a year earlier reflecting 

ample regional supplies following 2013 record harvests in 

several countries. However, in Bolivia, which is normally self-

sufficient in maize, prices remained high as a result of the poor 

2013 production. In Ecuador, after surging in January, yellow 

maize prices stabilized in February, following the authorization of 

imports by the Government. Prices are being supported by high 

minimum support prices and regulation of imports for the feed 

industry with the aim of achieving self-sufficiency on maize. In 

Brazil, despite favourable prospects for the ongoing 2014 first 

season maize harvest, prices increased in February reflecting an 

anticipated reduction in plantings for the second season. However, 

ample supplies from last year’s bumper crop have maintained 

prices at low levels. In Argentina, maize prices rose slightly ahead 

of the 2014 harvest about to start, but were still lower than in 

February last year. In Chile, Peru and Colombia, prices remained 

unchanged or declined.

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Feb-14  854.40 -1 0 +4

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Feb-14  803.20 +1 -17 +42

Argentina, Buenos Aires Feb-14  620.00 -32 -43 +82

Uruguay, 
National Average

Feb-14  810.00 -2 -5 +12

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in South 
America
USD per tonne
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Ecuador, Quito Feb-14  470.00 +2 +24 +2

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Feb-14  370.04 +1 +38 +67

Brazil, São Paulo Feb-14  177.54 +6 +9 -26

Argentina, Rosario Feb-14  156.30 +2 -12 -14

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Servicio de Información y Análisis de 
Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from January to February depending on series.
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n Wheat export prices increased by 10 percent in March, underpinned by 
concerns about the 2014 winter crop conditions in the United States. 
Maize prices also rose supported by strong demand. Uncertainty about 
political tensions in Ukraine added to the upward pressure on grain 
prices. International rice quotations generally declined.

n In Central America, prices of staple red beans increased sharply for the 
second month in succession as a result of tight regional availabilities. In 
some countries, prices almost doubled their levels of a year earlier.

n In Western Africa, prices of millet, sorghum and rice remained stable or 
declined in both Sahelian and Coastal countries, following good production at 
subregional  level in 2013.

n In Southern Africa, prices of maize stabilized or started to decline in some 
countries, reflecting expectations of an improved forthcoming 2014 crop. 
However, in South Africa low stocks continued to push prices higher to record 
levels.

n In Eastern Africa, coarse grains prices generally increased following 
seasonal patterns. In the Sudan and in the United Republic of Tanzania they 
reached record highs.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices were mostly unchanged in March although at 
high levels in some countries. In wheat-consuming countries, prices of wheat 
products remained well above those a year earlier. 

n In the CIS, export wheat prices rose in March, mainly on concerns about 
political tensions and currency depreciations. In Ukraine, although domestic 
wheat prices strengthened in March, they remained below their levels of a year 
earlier. In importing countries of the subregion, wheat flour prices remained 
relatively unchanged and around their year-earlier levels. 

n In Central America, red bean prices were at record levels in March after 
sharply rising in the past two months on account of a reduced 2013 subregional 
output. Maize prices increased further following seasonal patterns but were 
still at low levels. 

n In South America, domestic wheat flour prices declined in March in key 
exporter Argentina, although at a more subdued rate than over the past 
few months. However, prices remained at exceptional high levels in several 
countries due to tight regional supplies. Rice prices were well above their year-
earlier levels in some countries. 

www.fao.org/giews
www.fao.org/giews/pricetool
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Wheat and maize export prices increased 
markedly in March while those of rice declined

n	 Export prices of wheat from the United States rose for the 

second consecutive month in March by 10 percent, reversing 

previous losses. The benchmark US wheat price (No.2 Hard Red 

Winter, f.o.b.) averaged USD 334 per tonne, which was above its 

year-earlier levels for the first time in eight months. The sharp 

increase in March reflected continuous concern about the 2014 

winter crop conditions in the main growing areas of the United 

States, affected by persisting dry weather. Worries about possible 

trade disruptions due to the political tensions in Ukraine provided 

additional support. Wheat export prices from the Black Sea Region 

and Argentina also rose in March. 

n	 International maize prices increased further in March, with 

the benchmark US maize value (No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 222 

per tonne, 6 percent higher than in the previous month but still 

28 percent below their levels a year earlier. Firm export demand, 

coupled with stronger wheat values, underpinned prices. 

Uncertainty about political tensions in Ukraine also provided 

support, although trade activity in the past weeks was reported to 

be progressing normally. 

n	 Export rice prices in Asia were under much downward 

pressure in March, coinciding with the suspension of the rice 

pledging scheme and heavy sales of rice from public stocks in 

Thailand. As a result, the benchmark Thai white 100%B dropped 

by 7.7 percent to USD 430 per tonne, its lowest level since August 

2010. The slide of Thai prices influenced those in India and Viet 

Nam, where supplies have also accumulated, while a strengthened 

currency helped sustain quotations in Pakistan. On the other hand, 

prices in the Americas remained firm, despite the arrival of new 

harvested rice in Brazil. Across the various market segments, a 

small increase in the Japonica and lower quality Indica rice prices 

helped compensate for a marked drop in the quotations for the 

higher quality Indica rice, keeping the FAO All Rice Index Price 

stable at around 264 points. 
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Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Mar-14  170.00 -8 -17 -11

Burkina Faso, Ouagadou-
gou

Mar-14  165.00 -6 -15 -21

Niger, Niamey Mar-14  240.00 0 0 -4

Source:  Afrique verte

Cereal prices continued to remain mostly stable 
across the region
Coarse grains prices in the subregion remained generally stable or 

declined as in the previous months, reflecting adequate supplies 

at subregional level following the 2013 above-average production. 

In Sahelian countries, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, millet 

prices generally declined in March, while those of sorghum 

remained mostly unchanged.  Overall, coarse grain prices were 

at low levels, below those of a year earlier. However, coarse grains 

prices have been less stable and seasonal declines less pronounced 

in the western part of the Sahel belt, notably in Senegal. Millet 

prices in the capital Dakar in January 2014 were 10 percent higher 

than at the same time last year. Similarly, prices were still 4 percent 

higher in Saint Louis in spite of the 17 percent drop in January. 

Several consecutive years of below-average coarse grains harvests 

have led to relatively tight market supplies in the country. 

Prices of maize, the staple cereal in the coastal countries along 

the Gulf of Guinea, remained stable or decreased in February in 

most markets in Benin and Togo. However, in Nigeria, maize 

prices have been more volatile in recent months in the main 

northern Kano market. After soaring by 25 percent in January, 

prices dropped by 15 percent in February resulting in a 7 percent 

increase between November and February. In spite of a good 2013 

cereal harvest, trade disruptions due to the escalating insecurity in 

the northern part of the country are fuelling price instability. 

Prices of imported rice, mainly consumed in urban centres, 

have also remained stable or weakened in recent months in 

most countries of the subregion, both in the Sahel and in coastal 

countries. In Senegal, where rice is the main staple, Government 

interventions since April 2012 have maintained prices relatively 

unchanged. Rice prices have also been stable in Mali, except in the 

northern deficit regions of Gao and Tombouctou, where insecurity 

has led to trade disruptions and higher price variability.

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Feb-14  111.00 -13 -3 -21

Lomé Feb-14  220.00 -4 -6 -2

Cinkassé Feb-14  131.00 +6 +4 -21

Korbongou Feb-14  132.00 +3 +9 -27

Source:  Direction des statistiques agricoles de l’informatique et de la 
documentation

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Maize Feb-14 64 000.00 -15 +7 -2

Sorghum Feb-14 62 000.00 0 +3 +13

Source:  FEWSNET
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Mar-14  2.05 +5 +15 +28

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Mar-14  2.90 0 +7 +30

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Mar-14  2.30 +1 +10 +35

Source:  Central Statistical Office

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Mar-14 3 361.45 +6 +22 +45

Maize (yellow) Mar-14 3 233.00 +2 +18 +42

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Mar-14  7.45 -25 -22 -52

Nampula Mar-14  15.09 -1 +6 +47

Manica Mar-14  11.14 -13 +1 -14

Gorongosa Mar-14  8.52 -25 -20 -9

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Maize prices stabilized or declined, reflecting 
expectation of an improved forthcoming harvest 
Maize prices remained stable or declined in most countries of the 

subregion in March, mainly reflecting expectations of an improved 

output of the 2014 main season harvest due to start in April. 

However, in South Africa, current tight national stocks, particularly 

of white maize, continued to drive prices higher, despite forecasts 

of a strong recovery in 2014 production. In general, maize prices 

in the subregion remained above their year-earlier values, due to 

overall tighter supplies. The forthcoming 2014 maize crop harvest is 

anticipated to exert downward price pressure in the coming months. 

In South Africa, maize prices rose in March, reaching record 

highs at levels more than 40 percent above those of a year earlier. 

Tight national supplies, stemming from the reduced 2013 harvest 

and large export volumes during the marketing season, continued 

to exert upward price pressure that contributed to the month-

on-month increases and large annual gains. Current stocks are 

estimated at about one-third of the previous year’s level. However, 

following a peak in mid-March, daily prices dropped sharply 

towards the end of the month, prompted by latest production 

forecasts pointing to a significant increase in this year’s harvest, 

mainly driven by an expected 26 percent recovery in white maize 

output.

In Zambia, maize meal prices remained relatively unchanged 

in March, mainly as a result of the release of stocks from the Food 

Reserve Agency (FRA), while those of grain continued to increase 

following seasonal patterns. Overall, prices of maize and maize 

products were about one-third higher than their year-earlier 

levels, reflecting reduced national supplies, as well as the lifting of 

fuel and maize subsidies in 2013. The depreciation of the national 

currency since the beginning of the year has instigated further 

inflationary pressure. 

Prices of maize in Mozambique declined sharply in March and in 

some markets prices reverted to levels below those of a year earlier, 

reflecting expectations of a good 2014 maize harvest. The largest 

decline was recorded in Chokwe, where prices fell well below their 

levels in March last year, benefiting from new supplies from early 

harvesting of the 2014 crop. However, in the main northern market 

of Nampula, prices remained relatively unchanged in March and 

were well above those a year earlier as relatively tighter supplies 

maintained overall upward price pressure. 
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Feb-14  4.43 +2 +12 0

Qacha's Nek Feb-14  4.32 0 +1 -4

Mount Moorosi Feb-14  4.71 0 -2 -1

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Mar-14 1 321.67 -2 -4 +6

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Mar-14 1 313.11 -5 -7 0

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

Retail prices of maize in Harare, Zimbabwe
US Dollar per Kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Harare, Maize Feb-14  0.51 0 +27 +76

Source:  FEWSNET

Prices of maize meal in Lesotho remained stable, with marginal 

increases observed in the capital Maseru. While high grain prices 

in South Africa continued to exert imported inflationary pressure, 

adequate national supplies and expectations of a good crop this 

year have helped to offset the impact and maintain relatively 

stable prices. 

Prices of rice in Madagascar continued to fall this month, as 

market supplies improved. Substantial volumes of imports were 

recorded in 2013 and at the start of this year, putting pressure on 

local rice prices which were also pushed down by new supplies from 

the early 2014 paddy harvest, anticipated to increase compared to 

the previous year’s output. The declines in the last three months 

have brought price levels closer to their values a year earlier.  

Prices of maize in Zimbabwe remained unchanged this month, 

after sharp rises in the preceding quarter. Prices in February were 

still significantly above those of a year earlier, reflecting a reduced 

2013 maize output and higher prices in external source markets, 

including South Africa and Zambia. 
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Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Mar-14 5 550.00 -3 -4 0

Addis Ababa Mar-14 4 820.00 +3 +5 +2

Mekele Mar-14 5 360.00 +3 0 -5

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Mar-14  294.00 +13 -5 -5

Uganda, Kampala Mar-14  311.00 +14 +5 -7

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

Mar-14  409.00 +6 +24 -10

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Mar-14  500.00 +23 +25 +10

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices seasonally strengthening
In Eastern Africa, prices of coarse grains seasonally increased 

in March in several countries, after having declined in previous 

months following the 2013 main and secondary season harvests. 

Prices were at record levels in the Sudan, due to a sharply 

reduced 2013 cereal production, and also in the United Republic 

of Tanzania, as a result of strong local and regional demand. In 

importing countries, Kenya and South Sudan, adequate trade 

flows contributed to stabilize coarse grains prices. 

In Ethiopia, prices of maize started to increase in March in 

some markets following seasonal patterns and were around their 

levels of a year earlier, reflecting adequate availabilities from the 

bumper 2013 main meher harvest. Similarly, in the capital Addis 

Ababa, prices of wheat, white sorghum and red sorghum generally 

increased, while prices of teff declined by 8 percent reversing gains 

of the previous month.

In Uganda, wholesale prices of maize rose in March following 

seasonal patterns. In the main markets of Kampala and Lira, maize 

prices were below their levels at the same time last year mainly as a 

result of a significant decline in export demand from South Sudan. 

In the capital Kampala, retail prices of beans in March were stable 

but about 25 percent above the levels of a year earlier, partly due 

to a sustained export demand, mainly from Kenya. Retail prices of 

matooke (cooking bananas), an important staple, continued their 

downward trend since January 2014 and were less than half their 

levels of March 2013, mainly as a  result of increased availabilities 

from the good  first season harvest. Similarly, retail prices of cassava 

declined by 14 percent in March and were well below their levels 

of a year earlier. 

In the United Republic of Tanzania, maize prices increased 

in March in most urban markets, reaching record levels in the 

capital Dar es Salaam. Prices were well above their levels of a 

year earlier in most markets, despite the satisfactory 2013 cereal 

output, supported by strong local and regional demand. Localized 

production shortfalls, which affected the secondary 2013/14 vuli 

season harvest, concluded in February in bimodal areas, exerted 

additional upward pressure on prices.

In the Sudan, prices of the main staple sorghum rose further in 

March reaching record levels across the country and were up to 70 

percent higher than a year earlier, reflecting the sharply reduced 

2013 cereal production. Prices of wheat, mainly consumed in 

urban areas, declined by 17 percent in the capital Khartoum from 

their February peaks, as the 2014 small irrigated wheat crop began 

to be harvested. However, wheat prices were still about 40 percent 

higher than a year earlier, mainly due to high prices of other cereals, 

strong local demand and the devaluation of the Sudanese pound 
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu Mar-14  411.00 0 0 +4

Nairobi Mar-14  388.00 0 -3 +4

Eldoret Mar-14  373.00 +7 +9 +7

Nakuru Mar-14  346.00 +2 +3 +3

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Mar-14 2 828.65 +14 +20 +71

Khartoum Mar-14 2 805.00 +8 +10 +44

Port Sudan Mar-14 3 107.50 +11 +15 +49

El Obeid Mar-14 2 844.16 +6 +7 +50

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, Sudan

EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Mar-14 4 150.00 +1 -12 +66

Marka, Maize (white) Mar-14 7 650.00 0 +19 +49

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Mar-14 5 300.00 0 0 -1

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Mar-14 6 000.00 -9 -9 -9

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

as a large share of wheat consumption requirements is sourced 

from the international market. 

In Kenya, prices of maize stayed mostly unchanged in March.  

A significant flow of imports from neighbouring Uganda and the 

United Republic of Tanzania in recent months has offset upward 

pressure on prices from the 2013 below-average cereal production. 

In South Sudan, prices of white sorghum, the main staple, 

stabilized in February in the capital Juba after having increased 

by one-third in January following market disruptions caused by 

the civil conflict erupted at the end of 2013. The stabilization of 

prices resulted mainly from the partial resumption of imports 

from Uganda and the weak market demand due to insecurity and 

displacements. Markets in conflict-affected states of Unity, Upper 

Nile and Jonglei have been heavily damaged and have almost 

ceased their activities.

In Somalia, coarse grains prices remained firm in March 

in markets located in key producing areas of the south, such 

as Marka and Baidoa, despite the recent completion of the 

secondary deyr harvest, as its output was reduced. Trade 

disruptions resulting from civil conflict have exerted additional 

pressure on prices. In the capital Mogadishu, prices of sorghum 

remained unchanged, while prices of maize declined by 

9 percent. Overall, prices of maize and sorghum in March 

were well above their levels a year earlier, reflecting also the 

reduction of supplies from humanitarian assistance. Prices of 

imported rice were stable in March and relatively low reflecting 

the appreciation of the local currency.
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Mar-14 1 800.00 0 +12 0

Kampong Chhnang Mar-14 1 788.00 +1 -4 -11

Banteay Meanchey Mar-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Mar-14 1 500.00 +7 -7 -7

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Mar-14 7 500.00 -3 -5 +5

Rice (20% broken) Mar-14 7 660.00 -3 -5 +3

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Mar-14  365.08 +3 +14 +3

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Prices of rice generally unchanged in March, 
remaining at high levels in some countries
Domestic rice prices were unchanged or strengthened somewhat 

in March in most countries of the subregion. Downward pressure 

on prices from the onset of the 2013/14 secondary season harvests 

and good availabilities from the 2013 main harvest was mainly 

offset by government purchases at increased support prices. 

However, in Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Philippines and Indonesia, 

prices were at record or near-record levels following reduced 

harvests in 2013, unfavourable prospects for the 2014 crops or 

reduced imports. By contrast, in the main exporters – Thailand and 

Viet Nam – prices declined as a result of ample supplies. In wheat-

consuming countries, prices of wheat products remained well 

above their year–earlier levels, particularly in Pakistan where they 

were at record highs. 

In Viet Nam, wholesale prices of rice decreased in March, 

mainly reflecting the arrival of new supplies from the ongoing 

2013/14 main season winter-spring crop harvest, officially forecast 

at a good level. Weaker export demand, particularly from China, 

also added to the downward pressure. In an attempt to support 

domestic prices, the Government announced in mid-March the 

procurement of 1 million tonnes of the current rice crop from 

March to the end of April. 

In Thailand, domestic rice prices decreased in March with 

heavy sales of Government stocks, as well as increased farmers’ 

direct paddy sales in the domestic market, following the expiration 

in late February of the Government’s 2013/14 pledging scheme. 

The start of the 2013/14 secondary season paddy crop harvest, 

anticipated to be good, also weighed on prices. Overall, rice prices 

were well below their levels a year earlier. 

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of rice continued to increase 

in March, mainly reflecting a reduced output of the 2013 main 

season, and unfavourable prospects for the 2013/14 secondary 

season harvest, which has just begun. However, a slowdown in 

exports, particularly to its largest destination China, following 

the appreciation of the national currency, prevented higher 

price increases.  

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice in March remained 

relatively stable in most markets, including the capital Phnom 

Penh, reflecting adequate supplies from the 2013 main season 

bumper crop and the onset of the 2013/14 secondary season 

harvest. However, in the Battambang main producer and exporter 

market, prices increased reflecting sustained import demand 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Mar-14  34.11 -1 -1 +9

Wheat (flour) Mar-14  33.71 -1 +3 -3

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Mar-14  5.94 0 +3 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Mar-14  4.50 0 0 +3

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Mar-14 9 038.32 +1 +5 +8

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Mar-14  37.70 +2 +4 +18

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Mar-14  40.96 +2 +4 +16

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

from the European Union, China and Malaysia, which continues to 

support prices in domestic markets.  

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and 

well-milled rice varieties continued to increase in March, reaching 

record levels, despite the ongoing 2013/14 secondary season 

harvest, which accounts for over 40 percent of the annual supplies. 

Prices were mainly underpinned by lower supplies following 

reduced cross-border imports. In an attempt to stabilize prices, the 

Government announced the import of 800 000 tonnes of rice in 

late March. 

In Indonesia, average prices of medium quality rice, after 

strengthening in recent months due to concerns about flood 

damage to the 2014 crop, stabilized with the onset of the 2014 

main season harvest, anticipated to be good overall. However, rice 

prices were at record levels in nominal terms, and 8 percent above 

their levels a year earlier in line with the year-on-year food inflation 

rate, which has been underpinned by high fuel and energy prices.

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour remained 

stable in March, despite high imports in the past few months and 

favourable prospects for the 2014 paddy and wheat harvests. 

Prices continued to be supported by strong domestic demand and 

high Minimum Support Prices (MSP). 

In Bangladesh, prices of rice eased somewhat in March 

but remained higher than a year earlier. Prices continued to be 

supported by the Government’s procurement programme (from 

December 2013 to March 2014), targeted to acquire 400 000 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg

40

15

20

25

30

35

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

May
12

Mar
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth  mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Mar-14  30.31 -1 0 +17

Mumbai, Wheat Mar-14  27.00 -2 0 -4

Chennai, Rice Mar-14  32.00 0 0 -1

Chennai, Wheat Mar-14  30.33 -2 0 +12

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Mar-14  27.25 +9 +17 +24

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Mar-14  28.55 +6 -2 -13

Herat, Wheat Mar-14  22.35 +6 +13 +24

Herat, Wheat (flour) Mar-14  28.66 +4 -1 -12

Source:  WFP Afghanistan

tonnes of Aman rice at prices 3 percent above those of last year. 

Similarly, prices of wheat flour decreased marginally in March, with 

the start of the 2014 wheat harvest. 

In Sri Lanka, rice prices were relatively unchanged in 

March but stayed at record levels following marked increases in 

previous months. Prices were mainly supported by the forecast 

of a 35 percent decline in the 2014 main Maha harvest, currently 

underway, as a result of dry weather during the growing season in 

the main producing areas. Prices of wheat flour, which is regulated, 

have remained stable in recent months.  

In India, retail prices of rice and wheat were generally 

unchanged in March in most markets of the country, despite 

the ongoing 2014 Rabi harvest, forecast at record levels and 

ample public stocks. Prices remained underpinned by large 

Government purchases at high support prices, as well as by 

sustained import demand, particularly from Western Africa, 

the Syrian Arab Republic and Turkey. Overall, prices of rice and 

wheat were above their year-earlier levels. 

In Pakistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour stabilized in 

March in most markets reflecting improved prospects for the 

2014 winter wheat crop, to be harvested from mid-April, following 

recent beneficial rains. Concerns about a reduction in the 2014 

output and low level of stocks underpinned prices in previous 

months. Overall, however, wheat prices remained at record levels 

substantially above those of a year earlier.   

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour seasonally 

rose in March. Increases were more marked in main urban areas 

reflecting lower and more costly imports from Pakistan, a key 

supplier of the country together with Kazakhstan. However, while 

wheat prices were well above their levels a year earlier, those of 

mostly imported wheat flour prices were lower.

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Mar-14  39.00 +1 +5 +8

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Mar-14  47.48 -1 +2 +13

Lahore, Wheat Mar-14  41.27 0 +4 +30

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Mar-14  39.70 0 0 +15

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Mar-14  292.50 +5 +1 -20

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Mar-14  235.00 0 0 -33

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Mar-14  288.80 +4 -1 -16

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg

3.5

1.5

2

2.5

3

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

May
12

Mar
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Mar-14  2.70 -1 -7 -17

Khatlon Mar-14  2.71 -1 -8 -16

Sughd Mar-14  2.41 0 -8 -18

National Average Mar-14  2.61 0 -7 -17

Source:  State Statistic Agency of Tajikistan

Domestic prices of wheat flour stable and around 
their levels of a year earlier
In the wheat import-dependent countries of the subregion, prices 

of wheat products remained overall unchanged in March, despite 

good availabilities from the 2013 wheat harvests and adequate 

imports. Overall, prices of wheat flour in the subregion were around 

their year-earlier levels, except in Tajikistan where they were lower.

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

increased in March supported by concerns about political 

instability in Ukraine, coupled with the recent depreciation of the 

national currencies which prompted increased import demand. By 

contrast, in Kazakhstan prices remained unchanged for the fourth 

consecutive month reflecting relatively low trade activity. Overall, 

prices in March remained well below their year-earlier levels. 

In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices were mostly unchanged and 

well below the high levels prevailing a year earlier, following two 

years of good production coupled with imports from Kazakhstan 

at lower prices than in the previous marketing season. Prices 

of potatoes, another food staple in the country, continued the 

increasing trend since the second half of last year and in March 

were at record or near-record highs. 

In Kyrgyzstan, prices of wheat flour remained stable or 

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Mar-14  2.75 +11 +19 +19

Dushanbe Mar-14  3.10 +15 +24 +29

Khatlon Mar-14  2.70 +9 +8 +23

Sughd Mar-14  2.45 +9 +26 +5

Source:  State Statistic Agency of Tajikistan

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Mar-14  30.73 +2 +4 -1

Bishkek Mar-14  30.47 +1 +1 -2

Jalal-Abad Mar-14  30.32 +3 +5 -2

Batken Mar-14  29.52 0 +6 -2

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread Mar-14  1.55 0 +1 +2

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Mar-14  1.63 +1 +2 -1

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in 
Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread 
(high grade flour)

Feb-14  0.60 0 0 0

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Feb-14  0.78 0 +3 +7

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

strengthened in March and were around their year-earlier levels. 

Recent increases in fuel and transportation costs, coupled with 

the depreciation of the national currency, more than offset the 

downward pressure on prices from the good 2013 wheat output 

and the relatively low regional export quotations. Prices of staple 

beef and mutton meat remained around the record or near-

record levels reached in February, while those of potatoes rose 

seasonally in most markets in March and were up to 34 percent 

higher than a year earlier.

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat and wheat products still 

remained mostly unchanged, reflecting steady flow of imports 

from the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan, coupled with the 

Government’s measures to keep prices stable. Prices of potatoes 

eased somewhat in February, but remained high after the sharp 

increases of the previous months mainly supported by the 

30 percent rise in fuel prices in early December. However, the 

cancellation in February of customs duty on the imported fuels is 

expected to put some downward pressure on food prices in the 

coming months. 

In Georgia, which normally imports 80 to 90 percent of its wheat 

consumption needs, mainly from the Russian Federation, prices 

of wheat products remained unchanged and around their year-

earlier levels. Prices of other food staples, notably milk and potatoes, 

declined in March, although those of potatoes remained high.

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour and bread in March remained 

unchanged and were around their year-earlier levels. Prices of 

staple potatoes declined in the past month, although staying 

relatively high.

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Bishkek Mar-14  28.79 +13 +17 +28

Osh Mar-14  30.72 +18 +21 +34

National Average Mar-14  28.00 +11 +16 +28

Jalal-Abad Mar-14  29.75 +5 +11 +27

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic
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Ukraine 
Domestic wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour increased in March, following seasonal trends and supported by strong 

export demand. However, prices were still lower than a year earlier due to adequate supplies from the 2013 good output as 

well as favourable prospects for the 2014 crop.  Domestic maize prices increased sharply in March, underpinned by high export 

demand and concerns about reduction in 2014 spring plantings.

Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Ukraine
Hryvnia per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Wheat (3rd class, bid, 
EXW, processing)

Mar-14 1 970.00 +9 +16 -9

Wheat (flour, first grade, 
offer, EXW)

Mar-14 2 825.00 +2 +5 -9

Wheat (flour, highest 
grade, offer, EXW)

Mar-14 3 002.50 +5 +7 -10

Source:  APK-Inform Agency Source: GIEWS from various sources

Tonnes
Wheat grain exports

Source: GIEWS from various sources

Maize exports
Tonnes

Wholesale prices of maize in Ukraine
Hryvnia per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize 
(bid, EXW, processing)

Mar-14 1 587.50 +20 +35 -16

Source:  APK-Inform Agency
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, 
Guatemala City

Mar-14  364.98 +9 +19 +1

El Salvador, San Salvador Mar-14  308.44 +9 +9 -3

Nicaragua, Managua Mar-14  299.64 -2 0 -21

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Mar-14  295.02 +6 +11 -25

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Mar-14 1 236.18 +24 +50 +91

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Mar-14 1 142.90 +11 +42 +77

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Mar-14  846.12 -3 -3 -4

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Mar-14  948.20 +13 +44 +32

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Bean prices sharply increased for the second 
consecutive month. Maize prices seasonally 
strengthening 
In Central America, prices of white maize, the main staple in the 

subregion, increased further in March following seasonal patterns. 

However, prices remained well below their levels of a year earlier 

due to adequate supplies from the good 2013 outputs. In Mexico, 

the largest producer of the subregion, white maize prices stabilized 

in March after declining in previous months and were significantly 

below their year-earlier levels, as a result of consecutive satisfactory 

harvests. 

Prices of red beans, another important component of the diet 

in Central America, increased sharply for the second consecutive 

month underpinned by a reduced 2013 crop at the subregional 

level. Prices have almost doubled their levels of a year earlier in 

some countries. In key exporter Nicaragua, the output declined 

markedly due to diversion of land to black beans, while in Honduras, 

lower plantings and yields adversely affected production. In El 

Salvador, a net importing country, prices were one-quarter above 

their year earlier levels despite a satisfactory 2013 production. By 

contrast, in Guatemala and Mexico, where black beans are the 

main produced and consumed variety, prices remained weakened 

somewhat in March and were well below their levels of 2013 

reflecting last year’s bumper harvests.

In Haiti, prices of imported rice, the main food staple, 

declined slightly in Port-au-Price and other markets, reflecting 

the weakening of US rice export quotations for a second 

consecutive month. Prices of maize meal mostly remained 

stable and were lower than a year earlier as a result of the good 

2013 production.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Mar-14  883.40 +3 +6 +6

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Mar-14  765.00 -4 -16 +29

Argentina, Buenos Aires Mar-14  570.00 -8 -45 +68

Uruguay, 
National Average

Mar-14  840.00 +4 -1 +15

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne

500

100

200

300

400

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

May
12

Mar
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Mar-14  470.00 0 +24 +2

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Mar-14  266.42 -27 -2 +20

Brazil, São Paulo Mar-14  196.21 +11 +18 -15

Argentina, Rosario Mar-14  165.47 +6 -3 -3

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Servicio de Información y Análisis de 
Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales

Wheat flour prices continue to weaken in some 
countries but are still up on a year earlier. Maize 
prices followed mixed trends. Rice prices high in 
some countries 
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices in March 

declined further from their record highs of the previous months 

in some countries, although at a slower pace, and remained 

at generally high levels. A reduced subregional wheat output 

in 2013, for the second consecutive year, and lower export 

availabilities have put upward pressure on prices. In Argentina, 

the main exporter of the subregion, domestic wheat flour 

quotations continue to decline from their record highs of late 

2013, although at a more subdued rate. Prices still remained 

almost 70 percent higher than a year earlier, underpinned by 

the limited recovery of the 2013 wheat production and low 

levels of stocks. In Brazil, wheat flour prices strengthened 

in March to record levels, supported by higher priced wheat 

imports from the United States and Uruguay, as shipments from 

its usual supplier, Argentina, have been significantly delayed. 

In Paraguay, wheat flour prices decreased further from their 

peaks of last December but persisted at exceptionally high 

levels following a reduction of 43 percent in the 2013 output. 

In Uruguay, prices increased in March and remained well above 

their year-earlier levels, despite good production in 2013, due 

to strong regional export demand. In Bolivia, which imports 

most of its consumption requirements mainly from Argentina, 

flour prices weakened in March with recent imports, but were 

one-third higher than a year earlier. By contrast, in Chile, Peru 

and Ecuador, wheat flour prices were relatively unchanged 

and were below their levels of March 2013, reflecting adequate 

imports from the United States and Canada. 

Yellow maize prices in March showed mixed trends in the 

subregion but were generally at low levels. In main producers 

Argentina and Brazil, prices increased moderately in March, 

despite the beginning of the 2014 harvests, reflecting expected 

declines in annual production in both countries. Higher quotations 

in the international market also provided support. However, maize 

prices remained well below their levels of a year earlier reflecting 

ample market supplies. By contrast, in Bolivia, yellow maize prices 

declined sharply from their peaks of the previous months with the 

start of the 2104 harvest, anticipated at good levels, but remained 

20 percent higher than last year due to low levels of stocks. In 

Ecuador, yellow maize prices were unchanged in March but at 

record levels. Prices are supported by high minimum support 

prices and regulation of imports for the feed industry with the aim 

of achieving self-sufficiency in maize. In Chile, Colombia and Peru, 

prices remained unchanged or strengthened seasonally but were 

generally around the relatively low levels of a year earlier, following 

last year’s bumper harvests.

Rice prices in the subregion remained relatively stable in 

March, but were well above their levels of a year earlier in Peru, on 

account of unfavourable prospects for the 2014 crop affected by 

dry weather, and in Bolivia, following last year’s sharply reduced 

output and uncertain outlook for the new crop. In Colombia, 

prices stayed well below last year’s levels reflecting ample supplies 

from a good 2013 production and increased imports. 
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from February to Marchdepending on series.
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Sudan, Khartoum
Wheat
Uganda, Kampala
Cassava (�our)
Mozambique, Gorongosa
Maize (white)
Uganda, Kampala
Matooke
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Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Zimbabwe, Harare
Maize

Sudan, El Gedarif
Sorghum (Feterita)

Mozambique, Nampula
Maize (white)

South Africa, Randfontein
Maize (white)

Sudan, Khartoum
Wheat

Zambia, national average
White roller maize meal

Burkina Faso, Ouagadougou
Millet
Togo, Anie
Maize (white)
Uganda, Kampala
Cassava (�our)
Uganda, Kampala
Matooke
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Tajikistan, Dushanbe
Potatoes

Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek
Potatoes

Afghanistan, Kabul
Wheat

Ukraine, national average
Wheat (3rd class)

Cambodia, Battambang
Rice (Mix)

Afghanistan, Kabul
Wheat (�our)

Ukraine, national average
Wheat (�our, highest grade)

Myanmar, Yangon
Rice (Emata, Manawthukha)

Viet Nam, An Giang
Rice (20% broken)
Armenia, national average
Potatoes
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Georgia, national average
Potatoes

Azerbaijan, national average
Potatoes

Armenia, national average
Potatoes

Kyrgyzstan, Osh
Potatoes

Pakistan, Lahore
Wheat

Tajikistan, Dushanbe
Potatoes

Afghanistan, Kabul
Wheat

Philippines, national average
Rice (regular milled)

Tajikistan, Sughd
Wheat (�our, �rst grade)
Thailand, Bangkok
Rice (25% broken)
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Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Beans (red)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Maize (white)

Guatemala, Gautemala City
Maize (white)

Brazil, Sao Paulo
Maize (yellow)

Peru, Lima
Rice (milled, corriente)

Argentina, Rosario
Maize (yellow)

Argentina, Buenos Aires
Wheat (flour)
Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Maize (hard yellow, cubano)

-170 -102 -34 34 102 170
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Argentina, Buenos Aires
Wheat (flour)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Beans (red)

Boliva, La Paz
Rice (estaquilla)

Uruguay, national average
Wheat (flour)

Peru, Lima
Rice (milled, corriente)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Wheat (flour, imported, Argentina)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Maize (white)
Haiti, Port-au-Prince
Maize meal (local)
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n Wheat export prices increased in April due to continuing concerns about 
the 2014 winter crop conditions in the United States. Maize prices were 
also firmer, reflecting planting delays in the United States. International 
rice quotations were generally stable, except in Thailand where they 
declined.

n In Central America, red bean prices continue to surge, doubling their 
year-earlier levels in some countries on account of tight regional 
supplies.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices plummeted in April in some countries 
of the subregion, notably South Africa, reflecting the start of the 2014 
harvests anticipated at good levels.

n In Western Africa, coarse grains prices remained generally stable or 
increased slightly in April following seasonal patterns. However, in Nigeria 
prices have exhibited a high volatility in recent months.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices declined sharply in several countries 
with the beginning of the 2014 main maize harvests and expectations of 
bumper crops  across the subregion. Overall, however, prices were still higher 
than a year earlier. 

n In Eastern Africa, cereal prices generally strenghtened in April following 
seasonal trends. In some countries, strong export demand or tight supplies 
after reduced 2013 outputs added upward pressure and pushed prices  to 
record highs. 

n In Asia, rice prices declined with the 2013/14 secondary harvests, 
especially in exporting countries, but remained stable in others where 
harvests are still to begin. However, in Sri Lanka and in the Philippines prices 
increased further to record levels. Prices of wheat started to decline with the 
2014 harvest in April but were still higher than a year earlier. 

n In CIS importing countries, prices of wheat flour remained unchanged 
in April and close to their year-earlier levels. By contrast, prices of staple 
potatoes continued to rise at a higher-than-normal pace and were at record or 
near-record highs in most countries of the subregion.

n In Central America, prices of staple red beans increased sharply for the 
third consecutive month and were at near-record levels in both exporting 
and importing countries. By contrast, maize quotations remained below their 
levels in April last year despite seasonal increases.

n In South America, domestic wheat flour prices in April further declined 
from their record levels in late 2013. However, they were still substantially 
higher than a year earlier, underpinned by reduced subregional availabilities. 
Maize prices generally strengthened, while those of rice remained overall stable. 

www.fao.org/giews
www.fao.org/giews/pricetool
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Wheat and maize export prices rose slightly in 
April, while those of rice were generally stable 
but declined in Thailand

n	 Export prices of wheat from the United States rose slightly in 

April after the sharp increase in March. The benchmark US wheat 

price (No.2 Hard Red Winter, f.o.b.) averaged USD 340 per tonne, 

5 percent above the year-earlier level. Prices continued to be 

supported by concerns over the 2014 winter crop conditions and 

delayed spring crop planting in the United States, coupled with 

the escalation of political tensions in Ukraine. However, overall 

favourable prospects for the 2014 world wheat crop combined 

with expectations of large carryover stocks limited further gains. 

Wheat export prices from the Black Sea region remained relatively 

firm in April, while they increased in Kazakhstan and Argentina. 

n	 International maize prices strengthened marginally in April, 

with the benchmark US maize value (No.2, Yellow) averaging 

USD 224 per tonne, still 21 percent below its level a year earlier. 

Large global supplies from the 2013 record  production offset the 

upward pressure on prices from strong exports and concerns that 

cold and wet weather conditions could delay planting of the 2014 

maize crop in the United States.

n	 Export rice prices were generally stable in April, with the 

exception of those quoted in Thailand, which continued to fall. 

For instance, at USD 408 per tonne, the benchmark Thai white 

100%B was 5 percent lower than in March. The price slump in the 

country mainly reflected large government sales, either through 

tenders or under the Agricultural Futures Exchange of Thailand 

(AFET).  Failure by the country to be awarded part of the recent 

Philippines tender for 800 000 tonnes also contributed to the 

April slide. From a longer perspective, the price benchmark has 

shed more than 30 percent of its value since April 2013. 
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Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg

350

100

150

200

250

300

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Aug
12

Jun
12

Apr
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Apr-14  170.00 0 -8 -3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Apr-14  165.00 0 -11 -15

Niger, Niamey Apr-14  240.00 0 0 -11

Source:  Afrique verte

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Mar-14  118.00 +6 -14 -20

Lomé Mar-14  210.00 -5 -14 0

Cinkassé Mar-14  126.00 -4 0 -25

Korbongou Mar-14  133.00 +1 +8 -27

Source:  Direction des statistiques agricoles de l’informatique et de la 
documentation

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Mar-14 70 000.00 +9 +17 -3

Sorghum Mar-14 65 000.00 +5 +8 +8

Source:  FEWSNET

Coarse grains prices continue to follow normal 
seasonal patterns in general
In most countries of Western Africa, coarse grains prices remained 

generally stable or increased slightly over the past month. These 

normal seasonal price movements reflect adequate supplies at 

subregional level following the 2013 above-average production. 

The main exception is Nigeria where prices have exhibited a higher 

volatility in recent months.

In Sahelian countries, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, millet 

prices remained stable in April, while those of sorghum increased 

slightly after several months of general stability. Overall, coarse 

grain prices continued at low levels, below those of a year earlier. 

However, coarse grains prices have been less stable and seasonal 

declines less pronounced in a few countries, notably those which 

experienced a significant drop in production last year. In Chad, 

millet prices in March in Abeche and N’Djamena were one-third 

higher than in March 2013 due to tight supplies following a 

contraction of 17 percent in the 2013 cereal production. 

After several months of stability, prices of maize, the staple 

cereal in the coastal countries along the Gulf of Guinea, increased 

in March in most markets in Benin and Togo. In spite of these 

seasonal increases, prices were still well below last year’s levels.  

However, in Nigeria, maize prices have been more volatile in 

recent months in the main northern Kano market. Following a 

steep drop during the 2013 first season harvest period, prices 

have been following an upward trend since November 2013 and 

by March they were close to last year’s flood-affected levels. Trade 

disruptions, resulting from the escalating insecurity in northern 

parts of the country, have been sustaining price instability despite 

the 2013 good cereal production.  

Prices of imported rice, mainly consumed in urban centres, 

have also remained stable or weakened in recent months in 

most countries of the subregion, both in the Sahel and in coastal 

countries. In Senegal, where mostly imported rice is the main 

staple, large volumes sourced from the international market since 

the beginning of the year have maintained prices relatively stable. 

In March, the national average rice price increased by 2 percent but 

was 13 percent lower than in the same month last year. Rice prices 

have also been stable in Mali, except in the northern deficit region 

of Tombouctou, where insecurity has led to trade disruptions and 

higher price variability.
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Apr-14  2.13 +4 +15 +33

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Apr-14  2.93 +1 +2 +26

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Apr-14  2.34 +2 +5 +32

Source:  Central Statistical Office

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Apr-14 2 640.90 -21 -16 +23

Maize (yellow) Apr-14 2 445.95 -24 -23 +14

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Apr-14  7.45 0 -13 -49

Nampula Apr-14  10.00 -34 -35 -2

Manica Apr-14  9.43 -15 -17 -14

Gorongosa Apr-14  6.49 -24 -41 -13

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Maize prices declined sharply in some countries 
reflecting ongoing harvests and overall 
favourable production outlook
In Southern Africa, the start of the 2014 maize harvests, coupled 

with expectations of bumper crops in most countries this year, 

exerted downward price pressure leading to sharp declines in 

several markets in April, particularly in South Africa, the subregion’s 

main producer, and in Mozambique.  

Prices of maize in South Africa plummeted in April, reverting 

close to their levels of late 2013 before the surge that led to the 

high levels persisting from December to March. The onset of the 

2014 harvest in eastern parts of the country and expectations of a 

large maize output, forecast to increase by 9 percent to 13.6 million 

tonnes, applied strong downward price pressure. However, despite 

the sharp decline, prices remained significantly higher than a 

year earlier because of the tight supply situation in the 2013/14  

marketing year (May/April), as a result of a reduced 2013 white 

maize output and sizeable export volumes. 

In Mozambique, prices of maize decreased in most markets 

across the country to levels below the preceding year, with the 

ongoing 2014 harvest anticipated at an above-average level. Sharp 

declines were observed in the main producing areas of the central 

and northern regions, including Nampula, where prices have been 

historically at lower levels than in southern markets, but tighter 

supplies in 2013/14 pushed prices higher. 

By contrast, maize prices in Zambia increased gradually in 

April, prior to the start of the main harvest in May, and remained 

up to one-third higher relative to their levels of a year earlier. 

Tighter national supplies, following the reduced 2013 harvest 

and strong subregional demand, in addition to the removal of 

government subsidies for maize and fuel, contributed to the 

elevated levels. However, recent official production forecasts point 

to a record maize crop this year of about 3.35 million tonnes, which 

is anticipated to exert downward pressure on prices in the coming 

months; nevertheless, the recent increase of fuel prices in April, 

prompted by the continuing depreciation of the national currency, 

may limit declines, particulary for remote markets. 
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Mar-14  4.61 +4 +9 +3

Qacha's Nek Mar-14  4.68 +8 +8 +6

Mount Moorosi Mar-14  4.72 0 0 -1

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Apr-14 1 282.00 -3 -8 +1

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Apr-14 1 251.83 -5 -12 -3

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

In Malawi, prices of maize declined in April with the start 

of the early harvest, while continued sales of subsidized maize 

by the Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation 

further weighed on price levels. National production is forecast 

at a bumper level of about 3.9 million tonnes, approximately 

6 percent up on 2013, and increasing market supplies from the 

new harvest are expected to add further downward pressure on 

maize prices in the coming weeks. In addition, the appreciation 

of the kwacha, since reaching a low against the US dollar earlier 

in January, has helped to lessen import inflation, further easing 

pressure on domestic food prices. Despite the recent decreases 

from their record levels of January, maize prices still remain above 

their year-earlier levels. 

In Lesotho, prices of maize converged this month, with 

increases recorded in the capital Maseru ahead of the new harvest 

from May. Prices were generally higher on a year-on-year basis, 

reflecting the stronger prices in South Africa, the country’s main 

trading partner. 

Prices of maize in Zimbabwe decreased in April from their high 

levels of the previous months with the harvest of the 2014 crop, 

which is forecast to increase by one-quarter from the poor 2013 

output to about 1 million tonnes. However, the setting of the 2014 

producer price by the Government at USD 390 per tonne, below 

market prices and farmers’ expectations, has resulted in lower 

sales of the new crop to the Grain Marketing Board and limited 

the decline in prices. As a result of the anticipated bumper crop 

this year, the Government, on 30 April, imposed a ban on maize 

imports. Overall, maize prices remained substantially higher than a 

year earlier reflecting the still tight market supplies.

In Madagascar, prices of local rice in April continued their 

decreasing trend of the previous months and were around their 

levels of a year earlier. The new rice crop from the ongoing 2014 

harvest have augmented market supplies prompting the recent 

decline, with national production expected to exceed last year’s 

output when adverse weather affected crops. Significant volumes 

of rice imports in 2013 and at the start of 2014, put strong 

downward pressure on imported rice prices that also fell in April. 
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Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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El Gedarif Apr-14 2 991.12 +6 +30 +71

Khartoum Apr-14 3 272.50 +17 +30 +66

Port Sudan Apr-14 3 410.00 +10 +24 +63

El Obeid Apr-14 3 150.84 +11 +23 +56

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Apr-14  314.00 +7 +18 +2

Uganda, Kampala Apr-14  429.00 +38 +62 +40

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Apr-14  500.00 0 +31 +32

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Iringa

Apr-14  437.00 0 -1 -14

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices seasonally increasing and at record 
levels in some countries
In Eastern Africa, prices of coarse grains continued to increase in 

April following seasonal patterns throughout the subregion. Prices 

reached record highs in the Sudan, as a result of the significant drop 

in the 2013 cereal production, and surged to near record levels in 

Uganda due to strong export demand and institutional purchases. 

In the United Republic of Tanzania, after having reached record 

levels in March, prices levelled off in April as green crops from the 

2013/14 msimu harvest became available. 

In the Sudan, prices of the main staple sorghum continued to 

increase in April reaching record levels in most monitored markets, 

as stocks dwindled quicker than normal as a consequence of 

the poor 2013 production. By contrast, sorghum prices declined 

by about 15 percent in Kadugli market (South Kordofan State), 

reflecting ongoing food aid distributions by the Government and 

humanitarian organizations. Following a 2013 reduced harvest, 

prices of millet, an important staple in the west of the country, 

were also on the increase and at record levels, especially in Al Fashir 

(North Darfur State), where reduced imports from neighbouring 

Chad, due to below-average production and export restrictions, 

have limited supplies. High transport costs within the Sudan, due 

to high fuel prices and insecurity, also supported prices. Wheat 

prices, increased in the main consuming market of Khartoum in 

April, after a temporary decline in March with the 2014 wheat 

harvest, and   were 42 percent higher than a year earlier. Strong 

local demand, high prices of other cereals and local currency 

devaluation, as a large share of wheat consumption requirements 

is sourced from the international market, have underpinned wheat 

prices. 

In Uganda, wholesale prices of maize continued to seasonally 

increase in April. In particular, prices increased by about 38 

percent in the capital Kampala, pushed up by the high export 

demand from Kenya and institutional purchases, reaching near 

record levels, well above the prices of April 2013. Similarly, retail 

prices of beans increased in April in Kampala by 10 percent and 

were 10 percent higher than 12 months earlier. By contrast, 

retail prices of cooking bananas (matooke), an important staple,  

increased in April after having sharply declined in recent months 

and were well below their levels of a year earlier. 

In Ethiopia, prices of maize increased in April in most monitored 

markets following seasonal trends but, due to ample availabilities 

from the bumper 2013 main meher harvest, they are around their 

levels of 12 months earlier. Similarly, in the capital Addis Ababa, 

prices of wheat and white sorghum increased in April, while prices 

of teff and red sorghum were generally stable. 

In Somalia, prices of coarse grains increased in April in 

most markets of the south. Prices of maize soared in the capital 

Mogadishu and in Marka, located in the important maize 

producing region of Lower Shabelle, by 42 and 15 percent, 

respectively. Similarly, sorghum prices rose in April in Baidoa 

and Beletweine markets, located in the sorghum belt, by 8 and 

25 percent, respectively. Normal seasonal price increases were 

compounded by reduced availabilities from the below-average 

secondary 2013/14 deyr harvest, concluded in March, and by 

serious disruptions in agricultural and marketing activities caused 
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu Apr-14  411.00 0 0 +1

Nairobi Apr-14  387.00 0 -1 +5

Eldoret Apr-14  398.00 +7 +14 +12

Nakuru Apr-14  372.00 +8 +9 +7

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Addis Ababa Apr-14 5 170.00 +7 +12 +4

Mekele Apr-14 6 130.00 +14 +18 +6

Bahirdar Apr-14 5 500.00 +10 +5 +2

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Apr-14 4 500.00 +8 +6 +80

Marka, Maize (white) Apr-14 8 800.00 +15 +13 +58

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Apr-14 6 000.00 +13 +13 +29

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Apr-14 8 500.00 +42 +29 +29

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

by the ongoing conflict. April prices of maize and sorghum are up 

to 60 and 80 percent, respectively, higher than one year earlier, 

also due to the scaling back of humanitarian assistance operations. 

Prices of imported rice were stable in April at around the same 

levels of a year earlier, due to low prices on the international market 

and improved functioning of the main entry ports. 

In Kenya, prices of maize increased in April following 

seasonal patterns in Nakuru and Eldoret markets, located in 

surplus producing areas of the Rift Valley, while they remained 

stable in markets situated in deficit areas such as Kisumu and the 

capital Nairobi. Overall, April prices were higher than one year 

earlier, as substantial imports from neighbouring Uganda and 

the United Republic of Tanzania, which increased considerably 

during the first quarter of 2014, mitigated the upward pressure 

on prices from the reduced domestic availabilities following the 

below average 2013 cereal production. 

In the United Republic of Tanzania, prices of maize levelled 

off in April in Dar es Salaam, the largest urban centre, as green 

crops from the msimu harvest, which has recently started in 

unimodal rainfall areas, have become available for consumption. 

However, prices are still at record levels and 32 percent higher 

than a year earlier, supported by strong local and regional demand 

and localized production shortfalls which affected the secondary 

2013/14 vuli season harvest, concluded last February in bimodal 

areas.

In South Sudan, in markets located in areas not affected by 

the ongoing conflict, including Western and Northern Bahr el 

Ghazal and Central Equatoria states, prices of white sorghum, 

the main staple, were generally stable or declining in March. 

Prices of sorghum were around their levels of a year earlier. The 

availability of imports from neighbouring countries, remaining 

stocks from recent harvests of long cycle crops and food aid 

distributions contributed to stabilize prices. Markets have been 

heavily damaged in the conflict-affected states of Unity, Upper 

Nile and Jonglei. Recently, Bor and Bentiu markets resumed 

their activities, but quantities traded are only a fraction of their 

pre-crisis levels, seriously constraining food access for market-

dependant households.
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Apr-14 1 600.00 -11 -11 -11

Kampong Chhnang Apr-14 1 772.00 -1 0 -8

Banteay Meanchey Apr-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Apr-14 1 300.00 -13 -13 -19

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Apr-14 7 187.50 -4 -8 +1

Rice (20% broken) Apr-14 7 325.00 -4 -7 0

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Apr-14  368.62 +1 +11 -1

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Prices of rice and wheat generally declining or 
stable
Rice prices declined in April with the 2013/14 secondary harvests 

in some countries of the subregion, particularly in exporting 

countries, while they remained stable in others where the harvests 

start from May. By contrast, rice prices strengthened and were 

at record levels in Sri Lanka, due to a sharply reduced 2014 first 

season crop, and in the Philippines following lower imports this 

season. Prices of wheat started to decline with the 2014 harvests in 

April but were still higher than a year earlier. 

In Viet Nam, wholesale rice prices declined further in April, with 

the completion of the2013/14 main season winter-spring harvest, 

estimated at a bumper level. Lower cross-border exports to China, 

mainly due to increased transportation costs, also contributed to 

the decline. However, the government procurement programme, 

which started in mid-March and targets the purchase of 1 million 

tonnes of the current rice crop, limited the decrease in prices. 

Overall, domestic rice prices in April were similar to their levels at 

the same time last year.

In Thailand, domestic rice prices further declined in April, 

reflecting continuous large sales of government stocks, coupled 

with good supplies from the ongoing 2013/14 secondary season 

harvest. Rice prices have generally been on a declining trend since 

mid-2012 and in April were about one-third below their levels a 

year earlier.

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice decreased significantly 

in several markets in April, including the capital city, reflecting 

adequate availabilities from the 2013/14 secondary season harvest. 

Rice prices were generally well below their levels a year earlier. 

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice remained relatively 

stable in April, after marked increases in previous months, and 

were around their high levels of a year earlier. The arrival of the 

new 2013/14 secondary season crop in the market, partly offset 

the upward pressure from the reduced 2013 main season harvest, 

completed in December. 

In the Philippines, the national average prices of regular and 

well-milled varieties strengthened further in April, reaching record 

levels, despite the recently-concluded 2013/14 secondary season 

bumper harvest, which accounts for some 40 percent of the annual 

production. Prices were mainly underpinned by significantly lower 

rice imports in 2013/14 (July/June) and low levels of stocks. High 

oil and electricity prices also provided support. In an attempt to 

stabilize domestic prices, the Government put out a tender for 

800 000 tonnes of rice on 15 April for delivery between May and 

August 2014 which was awarded to Viet Nam. 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Apr-14  34.00 0 -1 +9

Wheat (flour) Apr-14  33.45 -1 0 0

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Apr-14  5.95 0 +1 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Apr-14  4.49 0 0 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Apr-14 8 848.60 -2 +1 +7

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Apr-14  38.25 +1 +5 +20

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Apr-14  41.51 +1 +5 +18

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In Indonesia, average prices of medium quality rice declined 

slightly in April from their record high reached in the previous 

month, after sustained increases since October 2013. New market 

supplies from the ongoing 2014 main season crops, expected at a 

record level, put downward pressure on prices. 

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

stable in April, ahead of the 2014 paddy and wheat harvests this 

month, prospects for which are favourable. Overall, cereal prices 

have been supported by sustained demand and continuous 

increases of the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) and in April were 

slightly higher than at the same time last year.

In Bangladesh, rice prices remained stable in April ahead of 

the 2013/14 irrigated Boro season harvest, forecast at record levels. 

The Boro crop accounts for about 55 percent of the annual paddy 

production and prices are expected to decline in the coming 

months. Prices of wheat flour, decreased slightly in April, as a 

result of improved availabilities from the recently -completed 2014 

wheat harvest, as well as distributions by the Government through 

open market sales. 

In Sri Lanka, rice prices increased significantly and reached 

record levels in April, mainly reflecting the sharp decline in the 

2014 main Maha harvest recently completed. Strong domestic 

demand during traditional holidays (Sinhalese New Year on 

14 April) added upward pressure on prices. In the capital city 

market, retail prices of rice were over 20 percent higher than 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth  mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Apr-14  30.00 -1 0 +12

Mumbai, Wheat Apr-14  26.00 -4 0 -1

Chennai, Rice Apr-14  32.00 0 0 0

Chennai, Wheat Apr-14  30.00 -1 0 +14

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Apr-14  28.00 +3 +22 +27

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Apr-14  29.00 +2 +5 -4

Herat, Wheat Apr-14  22.37 0 +13 +20

Herat, Wheat (flour) Apr-14  29.20 +2 +7 -8

Source:  WFP Afghanistan

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Apr-14  37.40 -4 +1 +8

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Apr-14  44.31 -7 -8 +15

Lahore, Wheat Apr-14  37.55 -9 -8 +19

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Apr-14  39.46 -1 -1 +14

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

those of a year earlier. Prices of wheat flour, which are normally 

regulated, have remained stable in recent months and were 

slightly lower than their year-earlier levels.

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, rice prices remained 

stable in April, despite the recent completion of the 2013/14 

secondary season harvest as output is estimated to have decreased 

and supplies were already tight from a decline in production of the 

2013 main season concluded last December.

In India, retail rice and wheat prices remained generally stable 

or declined in some markets in April, with the new Rabi season 

harvests officially estimated at record levels and ample public 

stocks. However, the downward pressure was somewhat offset by 

large government purchases at high procurement prices as well as 

sustained export demand. Cereal prices were generally above their 

year-earlier levels.

In Pakistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour decreased in 

April in most markets reflecting fresh supplies from the ongoing 

2014 main season harvest. However, prices remained at levels 

substantially above those of a year earlier, after sharp increases in 

previous months reflecting the low level of stocks.

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour seasonally 

strengthened in April, ahead of the 2014 winter crop harvest from 

May. Prices of wheat grain were well above their year-earlier levels, 

but those of mostly-imported wheat flour were slightly down 

compared to a year ago reflecting adequate imports and low 

prices in the regional export markets. 
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Apr-14  294.30 +1 +2 -9

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Apr-14  242.50 +3 +3 -27

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Apr-14  290.30 +1 +1 -6

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Apr-14  2.75 +2 -4 -11

Khatlon Apr-14  2.73 +1 -3 -13

Sughd Apr-14  2.44 +1 +1 -15

National Average Apr-14  2.64 +1 -2 -13

Source:  State Statistics Agency of Tajikistan

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Apr-14  3.75 +36 +57 +70

Dushanbe Apr-14  3.80 +23 +46 +73

Khatlon Apr-14  3.80 +41 +56 +73

Sughd Apr-14  3.65 +49 +71 +64

Source:  State Statistics Agency of Tajikistan

Domestic prices of wheat flour remain 
unchanged and similar to levels of a year earlier
In most importing countries of the subregion, prices of wheat flour 

remained generally unchanged in April. However, prices of staple 

potatoes continued to increase sharply, reaching record highs in 

several countries. 

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

were relatively firm in April and below their year-earlier levels. 

Political uncertainty in Ukraine and the depreciation of the national 

currencies continued to provide support, but ample supplies from 

last year’s good harvests, favourable prospects for the 2014 wheat 

crops and limited trade activity prevented significant price gains. 

By contrast, in Kazakhstan, prices increased in April for the first 

time in six months, mainly due to tightening availabilities of export 

quality wheat. However, prices were still one-third below their 

levels in April last year. 

In Tajikistan, prices of wheat flour showed little increase 

compared to the preceding month and were generally more than 

10 percent lower than a year earlier, reflecting adequate supplies 

from two consecutive good harvests and imports from Kazakhstan, 

the country’s main wheat supplier. Prices of staple potatoes rose 

markedly in April reaching record highs in most markets. 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

In Kyrgyzstan, prices of wheat flour were mostly unchanged in 

April and around their levels at the same time last year. The country 

depends on imports to meet its wheat consumption needs and 

despite relatively low regional export quotations, the depreciation 

of the national currency in the past months coupled with increased 

fuel and transportation costs continued to support prices. The 

Government is currently making efforts to stabilize the national 

currency against the US dollar. Prices of potatoes rose significantly 

in April, following seasonal patterns, although exacerbated by 

exports to neighbouring countries, and were at all time highs in 

several markets.

In Georgia*, prices of wheat products in April were unchanged 

from the previous month and around their year-earlier levels. 

However, prices of staple potatoes rose further, reaching levels 

double those of April last year. Increases in preceding months 

have been higher than in normal seasonal trends, mainly due to a 

reduced production in 2013.

In Armenia, prices of wheat products in April remained stable 

and close to their levels at the same time a year earlier. By contrast, 

prices of potatoes rose seasonally and were more than double 

their value in April last year. Concerns about damage to the 2014 

crops, due to heavy snow and frost in late March, added to the 

upward pressure. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat flour in March remained 

stable but were 7 percent up on a year earlier. Prices of potatoes, 

another important staple, were about twice their values in March 

last year despite declining moderately in February and March. 

Food prices are being sustained at high levels largely because 

of higher transportation costs, after the increase in fuel tariffs in 

December last year.

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Apr-14  1.65 +4 +6 +123

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Mar-14  1.02 -2 +15 +96

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Apr-14  297.00 +22 +16 +170

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, 
Guatemala City

Apr-14  374.66 +3 +13 +5

El Salvador, San Salvador Apr-14  316.36 +3 +17 -1

Nicaragua, Managua Apr-14  293.70 -2 -2 -26

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Apr-14  323.18 +10 +20 -23

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Apr-14 1 484.56 +20 +81 +110

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Apr-14 1 355.86 +18 +67 +105

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Apr-14  878.68 +4 +4 -5

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Apr-14 1 117.60 +18 +62 +56

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Bean prices continue to surge and at near record 
highs in some countries. Maize prices remain 
low compared to a year ago, but seasonally 
strengthening
Prices of red beans, a significant component of the Central American 

diet, continued to increase at high rates, close to 20 percent, in April 

and were double their levels of a year earlier in some countries of the 

subregion. The surge in prices was driven by significant reductions 

in regional supplies, because of a sharp drop in 2013 production 

in Nicaragua and Honduras, the subregion’s main producers and 

exporters, following reduced plantings and yields. In El Salvador, 

the largest importer of beans in the subregion, prices were almost 

60 percent higher than a year earlier. In Mexico and Guatemala, 

where black beans are the most produced and consumed variety, 

prices increased seasonally in April but remained close to their year-

earlier levels.

In most countries of Central America, prices of white maize rose 

moderately in April following seasonal patterns. However, prices 

were still generally below their levels a year earlier, reflecting ample 

supplies in the market from the 2013 good harvests. In Honduras, 

however, the increase in maize prices was more pronounced, as 

supplies are relatively tighter following the below-average 2013 

maize production. In Mexico, the subregion’s largest producer 

and exporter of white maize, prices were unchanged for a third 

consecutive month in April and at three-year lows.

In Haiti, prices of imported rice, the main food staple, remained 

unchanged in April and close to their levels a year earlier in the 

main markets of the country. Domestic rice prices reflected trends 

in the US export quotations, which were stable in April and below 

their levels in April 2013. Similarly, prices of maize meal, another 

important component in the local diet, remained unvaried and 

well below their levels of a year earlier, due to ample supplies after 

a recovery in maize production in 2013.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Apr-14  889.40 +1 +3 +8

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Apr-14  721.20 -6 -10 +23

Argentina, Buenos Aires Apr-14  560.00 -2 -38 +70

Uruguay, National 
Average

Apr-14  820.00 -2 -1 +12

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in South 
America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Apr-14  500.00 +6 +9 +6

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Apr-14  264.22 -1 -30 +5

Brazil, São Paulo Apr-14  206.88 +5 +24 +3

Argentina, Rosario Apr-14  173.01 +5 +13 +2

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Servicio de Información y Análisis de 
Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales

Wheat flour prices declined further in April but 
were still well above their year-earlier levels. 
Maize prices seasonally increased. Rice prices 
stable but high in some countries
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices in April continued 

their declining trend of the past months from their record levels 

in late 2013. However, prices were still well above their levels of a 

year earlier due to a reduced 2013 wheat output at the subregional 

level and lower export availabilities which affects domestic prices 

in importing countries. In Argentina, the main producer and 

exporter, prices decreased further in April but at a slower rate than in 

previous months and remained 70 percent higher than at the same 

time last year, supported by two consecutive reduced harvests 

and low levels of stocks. In Brazil, wheat prices declined slightly 

(in local currency terms) from the record levels of March following 

increased imports from Argentina, its traditional supplier. Prices in 

Uruguay weakened in April but the gains of the previous month 

were not completely reversed due to strong export demand, as the 

country’s wheat has partly substituted Argentinian exports in the 

subregion. In Bolivia, flour prices in April declined for the second 

consecutive month but were still one-quarter above their levels a 

year earlier, in line with trends in export prices from Argentina. In 

Chile, wheat prices rose slightly in April, although remained lower 

than a year earlier. In Ecuador and Peru, prices of wheat flour 

were stable in April and below their year-earlier levels reflecting 

adequate imports. 

Yellow maize prices strengthened in April despite the ongoing 

2014 harvests, as the bulk of the crops have not yet entered the 

market, particularly in main producers Brazil and Argentina. In 

these countries, prices were also supported by expectations of 

a lower output, relative to last year’s record levels. In Ecuador, 

prices increased significantly in April reflecting sustained feed 

demand and reduced imports following domestic policies seeking 

to achieve self-sufficiency in maize. Prices were also supported by 

high minimum support prices. In Peru, prices also rose markedly 

driven by strong local demand from the feed industry. By contrast, 

in Bolivia, prices declined in April, particularly in the capital La 

Paz, as supplies from the new harvest started to enter the market. 

In general, maize prices in the subregion remained around their 

year-earlier levels, with the exception of Colombia where they 

were lower.

Rice prices in the subregion were relatively stable in April in 

the main consuming countries, with the exception of Brazil where 

they increased markedly but remained around their levels of a year 

earlier. By contrast, in Bolivia and Peru, prices in April although 

stable stayed substantially higher than a year earlier, underpinned 

by a sharply reduced 2013 output and unfavourable prospects for 

the 2014 crop, respectively.
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from March to April depending on series.

-45 -27 -9 9 27 45

Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Somalia, Mogadishu
Maize (white)

Uganda, Kampala
Maize (white)

the Sudan, Khartoum
Sorghum (Feterita)

Ethiopia, Mekele
Maize

Somalia, Mogadishu
Sorghum (red)

Uganda, Kampala
Matooke

Kenya, Mombasa
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Wheat (�our, imported, Argentina)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Maize (white)
Haiti, Port-au-Price
Maize meal (local)
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n Wheat export prices increased slightly in May, mostly driven by 
deteriorating crop conditions in the United States. By contrast, maize 
prices declined reflecting improved global crop prospects. International 
rice quotations were generally stable.

n In Ukraine, prices of domestic wheat products and maize continued to 
rise sharply in May, reaching record levels in nominal terms. The strong 
devaluation of the national currency and political uncertainty have 
supported prices in recent months. 

n In Somalia, prices of cereals have increased steeply in April and May, more 
than doubling their year-earlier levels in main growing areas. Prices were 
supported by a reduced 2013/14 secondary season output, uncertain 
prospects for the 2014 main season crop and insecurity in some areas.

n In Central America, prices of red beans rose by one-quarter in May and 
were three times higher than a year earlier in several markets. Reduced 
regional availabilities have supported the rise of prices since February.  

n In Southern Africa, maize prices decreased sharply for the second 
consecutive month in May reflecting increasing market supplies from the 
ongoing 2014 harvests. This year’s favourable production outlook helped 
keep prices close to or below their year-earlier levels. 

n In Western Africa, coarse grains prices remained generally stable in May 
and lower than their values a year earlier, reflecting adequate supplies from 
the 2013 above-average production and a timely start of the 2014 cropping 
season across the subregion.

n In Eastern Africa, coarse grains prices increased in May in most countries 
of the subregion following seasonal trends. However, prices were well above 
their levels a year earlier in countries where the 2013 harvests were reduced. 

n In Asia, domestic rice prices remained overall stable or declined in some 
countries with the 2013/14 secondary season harvests. Wheat and wheat 
flour quotations were also mostly unchanged in May but were generally higher 
than a year earlier. 

n In the CIS, domestic prices of wheat products in exporter Ukraine reached 
record levels in May, while they were mostly unchanged and around their 
year-earlier levels in importing countries. Prices of staple potatoes continued 
to rise to all-time highs in several markets of the subregion.

n In Central America, prices of staple red beans continued to surge in May, 
mainly due to reduced 2013 subregional output. Maize prices seasonally 
strengthened and remained around their values in May 2013. 

n In South America, wheat flour prices stabilized in May and were significantly 
lower than their record highs of late 2013. Maize prices declined in most 
countries with the generally good 2014 harvests.
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Wheat: USA Gulf, No. 2 Hard Red Winter
Maize: USA Gulf, No. 2 Yellow
Rice: Thailand Bangkok, Thai 100%B

Wheat prices rose slightly while those of maize 
declined and rice remained stable

n	 Export prices of wheat from the United States rose 

sharply during the first half of the month reflecting continued 

unfavourable conditions  for the winter crop in the United States 

and slow planting of spring crops. However,  good prospects for 

the 2014 production at global level kept prices under downward 

pressure during the second half of the month. The benchmark US 

wheat price (No.2 Hard Red Winter, f.o.b.) averaged USD 345 per 

tonne in May, up 1.6 percent from April and 5 percent higher than 

in May 2013. Wheat export quotations from the Black Sea region 

remained relatively unchanged in May but those from Argentina 

increased for the third consecutive month.

n	 International maize prices fell in May, the first decline in 

four months, with the benchmark US maize value (No.2, Yellow) 

averaging USD 217 per tonne, down 3 percent from April and 

almost one-third below its level a year earlier. Improved weather 

conditions in key maize growing areas of the United States, which 

favoured completion of planting and early development of the 

2014 crop, and larger crops in South America than earlier expected, 

contributed to the weakening  of maize prices in May. 

n	 International rice prices were generally stable in May 2014, 

although they remained under pressure in Thailand where the 

Government again released large volumes of rice from public 

stocks onto the market. In particular, the fully broken A1 Super 

and the 25 percent broken white rice qualities edged lower, 

while the benchmark Thai white 100%B quotation remained 

unchanged at USD 408 per tonne. Prices in other origins were 

steady. Thus, in the past weeks, reversing the relative positions 

held in recent years, Thailand has emerged as the cheapest 

source for most rice qualities.
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako May-14  180.00 +6 -3 0

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

May-14  165.00 0 -6 -15

Niger, Niamey May-14  235.00 -2 -2 -10

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Apr-14 60 000.00 -14 -20 -17

Sorghum Apr-14 60 000.00 -8 -3 -9

Source:  FEWSNET

Coarse grains prices generally stable in the Sahel 
and seasonally strengthened in coastal countries 
In Western Africa, in most Sahelian countries, coarse grains prices 

remained generally stable and relatively low, reflecting satisfactory 

market supplies from the good 2013 harvests, as well as the timely 

start of the 2014 cropping season across the subregion. In coastal 

countries, maize prices increased seasonally in Benin and Togo, 

while they declined in Nigeria. Overall, prices in these countries 

were lower than at the same time a year earlier. 

In Sahelian countries, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, millet 

and sorghum prices remained generally stable in May as a result 

of good market availabilities and government sales at low prices, 

in targeted areas.  Overall, coarse grain prices persisted at low 

levels, below those of a year earlier. However, in countries that 

experienced a significant reduction in production last year, prices 

have been less stable and seasonal declines less pronounced. In 

Chad, although millet prices were generally stable in April, they 

were still 35 percent and 20 percent higher than in April 2013 in 

Abeche and N’Djamena, respectively, as a result of a sharp decline 

in the 2013 cereal production.

In the coastal countries along the Gulf of Guinea, prices of main 

staple maize continued to seasonally increase in April in most 

markets of Benin and Togo. The sharpest price variations were 

registered in Malanville (Benin) and Korbongou (Togo), prices 

rising 21 percent and 35 percent, respectively. However, despite 

these seasonal increases, prices were still generally well below 

their levels of April 2013. In Nigeria, the significant maize price 

volatility observed in recent months in the main northern Kano 

market continued in April, with prices dropping by 14 percent 

from March. Trade disruptions, resulting from the escalating 

insecurity in northern parts of the country, have been sustaining 

price instability despite the 2013 good cereal production. Prices 

of imported rice, a key staple in urban centres, have also remained 

stable in most countries of the subregion, both in the Sahel and 

in coastal countries. In Senegal, prices of imported rice, the most 

consumed in the country, increased slightly in April, particularly 

in southern parts (Kolda and Zinghichor). Overall, however, 

rice prices remained below last year’s levels, as a result of large 

imports since the beginning of the year, coupled with stabilization 

measures adopted by the Government. Rice prices have also been 

stable in Mali, including in the northern regions of Tombouctou 

and Gao, where insecurity had previously led to trade disruptions 

and higher price variability.

Retail prices of white maize in Benin
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Cotonou Apr-14  220.00 0 +5 -20

Malanville Apr-14  200.00 +21 +25 0

Abomey Apr-14  190.00 0 +3 -31

Djougou Apr-14  175.00 +9 +21 -10

Source:  Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la pêche, Office 
national d'appui à la sécurité alimentaire
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Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) May-14 1 989.45 -25 -37 -8

Maize (yellow) May-14 2 048.50 -16 -35 -6

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Apr-14  4.85 +5 +12 +6

Qacha's Nek Apr-14  4.40 0 +2 -4

Mount Moorosi Apr-14  4.99 +6 +6 +5

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe May-14  9.28 +25 -7 -31

Nampula May-14  8.23 -18 -46 -8

Manica May-14  8.00 -15 -38 -5

Gorongosa May-14  5.97 -8 -48 -18

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Cereal prices declined further in May with the 
good 2014 cereal crops being harvested
With the 2014 main harvests ongoing throughout the subregion 

and large production gains expected, maize prices declined 

sharply in May. The largest monthly decreases were recorded in 

South Africa, while strong downward price pressure prevailed in 

other countries of the subregion where harvests are estimated at 

record or bumper levels.

Prices of maize in South Africa came under strong downward 

pressure from the ongoing 2014 harvest, declining steeply for a 

second consecutive month in May. Latest production estimates 

indicate an output of 14.1 million tonnes, 13 percent up from the 

previous year. The expectations of the bumper crop instigated a 

sharp slump in prices in the previous two months, with quotations 

falling below their year-earlier levels and marking the first 

year-on-year decline in five months. The large output is anticipated 

to reverse the tight stock situation of last year and ease supply side 

pressure, while lower international prices further underpinned the 

decreases. 

In Mozambique, new supplies from the ongoing 2014 harvest 

continued to exert downward price pressure in May. Overall, prices 

were below their levels of the previous year, as an improved maize 

output compared to 2013 is anticipated. The slight depreciation 

of the national currency (Metical) since the beginning of the year 

has, however, applied some upward pressure on food prices in the 

south, given the large volumes of imports from South Africa. 

In Malawi, prices of maize continued to fall in most markets 

with the progress of the 2014 harvest, anticipated at above-average 

levels and in May were considerably lower than their record highs 

earlier in the year. 

Prices of maize meal in Maseru, Lesotho’s capital, continued 

to increase in April, partly reflecting the higher prices observed in 

South Africa during the first quarter of the year. In other markets, 

prices remained generally stable. Overall, prices this month are 

close to their year-earlier levels and are expected to come under 

downward pressure with the 2014 harvest, currently underway, 

which is anticipated to surpass 2013’s output.
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

May-14  1.79 -16 -8 +21

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

May-14  2.99 +2 +3 +29

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

May-14  2.31 -1 +2 +29

Source:  Central Statistical Office

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

May-14 1 231.25 -3 -9 -2

National Average, Rice 
(local)

May-14 1 179.50 -5 -15 -5

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

In Zambia, prices of maize grain declined sharply in May 

from their all-time highs of April, under pressure from the 2014 

harvest, estimated at a record 3.35 million tonnes. Although prices 

seasonally fall during the harvest, this month’s decline is larger 

than usual. However, after substantial increases in 2013 and 2014 

on account of a reduced 2013 production and strong regional 

demand, prices remain above their year-earlier levels. Prices of 

maize meal were still unchanged but, while the Food Reserve 

Agency has not yet released their floor price, the current declining 

grain prices are expected to exert downward pressure on meal 

prices in the coming months.

Prices of maize in Harare, Zimbabwe, fell in April with the 

beginning of the new harvest in response to expectations of 

a return to average production levels in 2014. Estimated at 

approximately 1.5  million tonnes, this year’s maize crop is forecast 

to be nearly double the previous year’s output. However, prices 

remained above their year-earlier levels, reflecting the reduced 

output in 2013.  

In Madagascar, rice prices continued their declining trend 

in May, which resulted in prices dipping below their year-earlier 

levels. The downward price pressure derives from increased 

market supplies from the ongoing 2014 harvest, which is forecast 

to recover to an average level after last year’s poor output, adding 

to large volumes of imports in 2013 and 2014 so far. 
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Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif May-14 3 035.34 +1 +23 +81

Khartoum May-14 3 300.00 +1 +27 +72

Port Sudan May-14 3 547.50 +4 +26 +74

El Obeid May-14 3 421.00 +9 +27 +77

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) May-14 5 825.00 +29 +42 +133

Marka, Maize (white) May-14 11 125.00 +26 +45 +122

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

May-14 6 000.00 0 +13 +13

Mogadishu, Maize (white) May-14 9 000.00 +6 +36 +12

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

Cereal prices continue to seasonally increase in 
several countries 
In Eastern Africa, prices of coarse grains continued to generally 

increase in May following seasonal patterns. However, in some 

countries of the subregion, low levels of stocks following poor 

harvests in the preceding season, and trade and market disruptions 

from conflict escalation reinforced the price increase.

In Somalia, prices of locally produced coarse grains rose for the 

second consecutive month in May in most markets of the south. 

The sharpest hikes were recorded in the main producing areas 

of Marka, in the region of Lower Shabelle, and in Baidoa, located 

in the sorghum belt, where prices more than doubled their year-

earlier levels. Normal seasonal price increases were compounded 

by the early depletion of stocks due to the reduced 2013/14 deyr 

cereal output, uncertain prospects for the 2014 main crop season 

and severe disruptions in market and trade activities following 

the recently intensification of civil conflict in southern and central 

regions. However, in the capital Mogadishu, prices of maize rose to 

a less extent while those of sorghum remained unchanged after 

the sharp increases in April. Prices of imported rice were stable at 

around the same levels of a year earlier in most markets including 

the capital Mogadishu, but increased in Kismayo, the main entry 

port in the south, due to conflict intensification.

In the Sudan, prices of the main staple sorghum increased 

further in May and reached record highs in most monitored 

markets, reflecting the poor 2013 harvest. The highest price 

increase was recorded in Al Fashir (North Darfur State), as prices 

were also supported by widespread insecurity, damage to market 

facilities and decline of imports from Chad. By contrast, sorghum 

prices declined for the second consecutive month (-23 percent 

from March to May) in Kadugli market (South Kordofan State) as 

a result of the ongoing food aid distributions by the Government 

and humanitarian organizations. Wheat prices increased in 

Khartoum market for the second consecutive month in May, and 

were about 40 percent higher than at the same time a year earlier, 

due to strong local demand, high prices of other cereals and local 

currency devaluation, as a large share of wheat consumption 

requirements is met through imports.
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu May-14  408.00 -1 -1 +4

Nairobi May-14  417.00 +8 +7 +11

Eldoret May-14  417.00 +5 +19 +10

Nakuru May-14  404.00 +9 +19 +19

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira May-14  333.00 +6 +28 +33

Uganda, Kampala May-14  341.00 +5 +25 +33

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

May-14  279.00 -31 -32 -13

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

May-14  303.00 -13 -22 -27

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

In Kenya, prices of maize continued to rise in May in most 

monitored markets following seasonal patterns  exacerbated by a 

below average 2013/14 short rains harvest, completed in March. 

A significant flow of imports from neighbouring Uganda and the 

United Republic of Tanzania limited price increases.

In Uganda, prices of maize moved further up in May, 

reflecting concerns over the 2014 main season crop, about to 

be harvested, due to rainfall deficits during the growing season. 

High demand from neighbouring Kenya and Democratic 

Republic of the Congo coupled with purchases by humanitarian 

agencies provided further support to prices. Quotations of 

maize in May were well above their levels a year earlier both in 

the capital Kampala and in Lira market. Similarly, retail prices of 

cooking bananas (matooke), an important staple, continued to 

increase in May, but remained lower than a year earlier, while 

prices of beans declined by 6 percent, and were at about the 

levels of  May last year.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, prices of maize declined 

sharply in May as green crops from the 2014 msimu season 

increased supplies on local markets. In Dar es Salaam, prices of 

maize almost halved since their records in March. Similarly, in 

Arusha, prices of maize in May were almost one-third below their 

levels a year earlier.

In South Sudan, in markets located in areas not affected 

by the ongoing conflict, including the capital Juba (Central 

Equatoria State), Torit (Eastern Equatoria State), Wau (Western 

Bahr el Ghazal State), Kwajok (Warrap State), prices of white 

sorghum were generally stable in April, due to the availability of 

imports from neighbouring countries and remaining stocks from 

last year’s harvest of long cycle crops. In these markets, prices of 

maize declined in April following the distribution of food aid. By 

contrast, in the conflict-affected Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei 

States, markets have been heavily damaged and trade flows and 

marketing activities have been severely disrupted.
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh May-14 1 600.00 0 -11 -11

Kampong Chhnang May-14 1 780.00 0 0 -11

Banteay Meanchey May-14 1 800.00 0 0 -10

Battambang May-14 1 100.00 -15 -21 -31

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) May-14 7 433.33 +3 -3 +5

Rice (20% broken) May-14 7 533.33 +3 -5 +4

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

May-14  371.91 +1 +5 0

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Rice and wheat prices stable or declining in May 
Domestic rice prices remained mostly stable, or declined with the 

2013/14 secondary harvests in some countries. However, prices 

increased in Viet Nam, due to renewed export demand and in the 

Philippines, where they reached record levels, mainly as a result 

of lower imports in the previous months.  Wheat and wheat flour 

quotations were also mostly unchanged in May but generally 

higher than a year earlier. 

In Thailand, domestic rice prices decreased marginally for 

the third consecutive month in May reflecting continuous large 

sales of Government stocks and abundant new supplies from the 

ongoing 2013/14 secondary season harvest. Prices were lower 

than in May last year. 

In Viet Nam, wholesale prices of rice increased in May, after 

moderate declines in the previous four months during the 2013/14 

winter-spring harvest. Prices were supported by renewed export 

demand, particularly from the Philippines and China. Overall, 

prices in May were moderately above their levels a year earlier.

In Cambodia, wholesale rice prices were generally unchanged 

in most markets in May and were well below their levels a year 

earlier, reflecting the 2013/14 record harvests. However, prices 

decreased significantly in Battambang, the main rice-producing 

area of the country and key hub in the northwest, due to a 

slowdown of export activities.  

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice remained relatively 

stable in May and close to their high levels a year earlier. Ample 

supplies from the ongoing 2013/14 secondary season harvest 

partly offset the upward pressure from the reduced 2013 main 

season harvest, concluded in December.   

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and 

well-milled rice varieties strengthened in May, reaching record 

levels, despite the recently-completed 2013/14 secondary rice 

harvest. Prices continued to be underpinned by reduced imports 

in previous months. High fuel prices, as well as delays in an 800 000 

tonnes rice shipment from Viet Nam, agreed in mid-April, provided 

further support.    

In Indonesia, rice prices decreased for the second consecutive 

month in May, with the ongoing 2014 main season crop harvest, 

estimated at a record level. However, prices were above their 

levels a year earlier, in line with the year-on-year inflation rate 

(7 percent in May).
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) May-14  33.47 -2 -3 +8

Wheat (flour) May-14  33.00 -1 -3 +1

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

May-14  5.96 0 +1 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

May-14  4.51 0 0 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

May-14 8 760.81 -1 -2 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

May-14  38.88 +1 +6 +21

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

May-14  42.13 +1 +5 +19

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

stable in May, reflecting adequate supplies from imports in the 

past months. Favourable prospects for the 2014 harvests, which 

have just started, also contributed to price stability. Overall, prices 

were slightly above their levels a year ago, consistent with the 

year-on-year general inflation rate.

In Bangladesh, rice prices decreased slightly in May with 

the start of the 2014 main Boro harvest, officially estimated at a 

record level and were higher than a year earlier. Similarly, wheat 

flour prices weakened in May, as a result of the record 2014 wheat 

harvest, completed by April, and continuing distributions by the 

Government through open market sales. However, the ongoing 

procurement programme, which is set to end in June, offset further 

price declines. 

In Sri Lanka, rice prices decreased in May with the 2014 

main season Maha harvest but remained substantially above 

those of a year earlier. This reflects a reduced Maha output and 

unfavourable prospects for the 2014 secondary season Yala 

harvest, as a result of dry weather since the beginning of the 

year. In an attempt to reduce domestic prices, the Government 

imposed price controls and lifted rice import duties in April. 

Prices of wheat flour, which are normally regulated, have 

remained stable in recent months and in May they were close to 

their year-earlier levels.
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat May-14  35.75 -4 -7 +3

Karachi, Wheat (flour) May-14  44.31 0 -8 +8

Lahore, Wheat May-14  32.72 -13 -20 +8

Lahore, Wheat (flour) May-14  37.60 -5 -5 +8

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

In India, retail prices of wheat were stable, or declined in some 

markets, in May with the progress of the 2014 main Rabi winter 

harvest, while those of rice remained generally unchanged. 

However, in New Delhi market, prices rose following recent 

increases in fuel costs. Overall, prices of rice and wheat were higher 

than in May last year, mainly due to large Government purchases 

for stock-building.

In Pakistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour, decreased further 

in May, with the advance of the 2014 Rabi season wheat harvest, 

officially estimated at a record level. Overall prices were still above 

their year-earlier levels, after the sharp increases since mid-2013 

on account of low levels of stocks. 

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour in 

May remained generally stable ahead of the 2014 harvest, which 

has recently begun in some areas and is expected to be average. 

However, with some exceptions, wheat prices in May were 

lingering at levels some 20 percent higher than a year earlier. The 

continuous depreciation of the national currency over the last two 

years contributed to the high prices. 

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat May-14  28.00 0 +12 +22

Kabul, Wheat (flour) May-14  28.62 0 +6 0

Kandahar, Wheat (flour) May-14  28.40 +2 +4 +21

Kandahar, Wheat May-14  29.20 +1 +4 +24

Source:  WFP Afghanistan

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice May-14  30.00 0 -2 +9

Mumbai, Wheat May-14  26.00 0 -6 +1

New Delhi, Rice May-14  29.00 +5 0 +5

New Delhi, Wheat May-14  20.00 +6 +11 +16

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

the Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, 
f.o.b., deep-sea ports)

May-14  289.80 -2 +4 -8

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

May-14  262.50 +8 +12 -12

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, f.o.b.)

May-14  285.20 -2 +3 -7

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe May-14  2.82 +3 +4 -6

Khatlon May-14  2.75 +1 0 -9

Sughd May-14  2.59 +6 +7 -5

National Average May-14  2.72 +3 +4 -7

Source:  State Statistics Agency of Tajikistan

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average May-14  31.46 +2 +5 +4

Bishkek May-14  30.62 +1 +1 -1

Batken May-14  29.50 +1 0 +2

Naryn May-14  30.73 0 +6 +9

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Domestic prices of wheat flour stable and around 
their levels of a year earlier; those of potatoes at 
record highs
In the wheat import-dependent countries of the subregion, prices 

of wheat products remained overall unchanged in May and around 

their year-earlier levels, except in Tajikistan where they were lower. 

However, prices of staple potatoes increased further and reached 

record highs in several countries. 

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

decreased slightly in May and were below their year-earlier levels. 

Expectations of a good 2014 wheat crop, to be harvested from 

late June, and a recent slowdown in exports pushed prices down. 

By contrast, in Kazakhstan, prices increased significantly for the 

second consecutive month mainly as a result of dwindling export 

availabilities, but were still lower than in May last year. 

In Kyrgyzstan, prices of wheat flour were overall stable in May 

and around their relatively high levels of a year-earlier reflecting 

concerns about the 2014 crop, to be harvested from next month, 

due to dry weather during the growing season. By contrast, prices 

of staple potatoes surged further and reached record highs in 

May. Relatively high fuel and transportation costs, despite some 

easing in the past month, added upward pressure to seasonal price 

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average May-14  45.02 +27 +79 +67

Bishkek May-14  45.58 +25 +79 +72

Batken May-14  42.91 +40 +64 +67

Naryn May-14  36.55 +33 +50 +36

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

May-14  1.83 +11 +14 +68

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Apr-14  1.04 +2 -2 +89

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

May-14  318.00 +7 +23 +169

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia

increases. The devaluation of the national currency earlier in the 

year provided further support. 

In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices increased somewhat in May 

ahead of the new harvest to start in June but were still lower than a 

year earlier, following two years of good production coupled with 

adequate levels of imports from Kazakhstan, the country’s main 

supplier. Prices of potatoes, another food staple in the country, 

continued the increasing trend of the past months and in May 

were considerably higher than at the same time a year ago, mainly 

underpinned by lower imports. 

In Armenia, prices of wheat products stayed unchanged 

and at their year-earlier levels, reflecting adequate supplies from 

the 2013 good output and imports. By contrast, prices of staple 

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average May-14  3.95 +5 +60 +83

Dushanbe May-14  4.00 +5 +48 +100

Khatlon May-14  3.85 +1 +56 +92

Sughd May-14  4.00 +10 +78 +62

Source:  State Statistics Agency of Tajikistan

potatoes continued to increase, with the depletion of winter 

crops and ahead of the 2014 early season harvest and more than 

doubled their levels in May 2013. 

In Georgia*, while prices of wheat and wheat products were 

mostly unchanged in May, those of potatoes increased markedly. 

However, prices of other food products went down, particularly 

those of dairy products and vegetables, contributing to the 

month-on-month general deflation rate of the past month.

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat flour in April showed virtually no 

change compared to the previous month and were slightly higher 

than a year earlier. Prices of potatoes rose only moderately in April but 

were well above their year-earlier levels and at near-record highs, after 

surging in previous months underpinned by increased fuel prices. 
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Hryvnia (UAH) exchange rate May 2013 - May 2014  

UAH per USD
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Wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Ukraine
Hryvnia per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Wheat (flour, highest 
grade, offer, EXW)

May-14 3 874.00 +18 +35 +17

Wheat (3rd class, bid, 
EXW, processing)

May-14 2 512.00 +6 +38 +17

Wheat (flour, first grade, 
offer, EXW)

May-14 3 292.00 +11 +19 +7

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Wholesale prices of maize in Ukraine
Hryvnia per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (bid, EXW, 
processing)

May-14 2 250.00 +8 +70 +22

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Despite favourable prospects for the new wheat crop from June 

and the slight decline in export quotations in May, domestic 

prices of wheat products continued to increase sharply reaching 

record levels in nominal terms. Similarly, wholesale prices of 

maize surged since the beginning of the year and were at all time 

highs last month. The increases reflect the strong devaluation of 

the national currency since early 2014, coupled with the political 

turmoil in the country. 

Ukraine - Domestic prices of wheat and maize at record levels in May
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in Central 
America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

May-14  390.50 +3 +16 +4

El Salvador, San Salvador May-14  314.16 +1 +11 +2

Nicaragua, Managua May-14  373.12 +27 +23 -7

Honduras, Tegucigalpa May-14  343.20 +6 +24 -14

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Maize prices continued to rise seasonally 
In Central America, prices of white maize, the main staple in the 

subregion, continued to increase at moderate rates following 

seasonal trends and remained around or below their values of 

a year earlier, reflecting adequate supplies from the good 2013 

harvests. An exception to this trend is Nicaragua, where prices 

surged by over one-quarter in May supported by uncertainty 

about the recently-planted main 2014 maize crop, due to delayed 

and below-average precipitation. However, prices were still 

significantly lower than in May 2013. In Mexico, by far the largest 

Retail prices of maize meal in Haiti
Gourde per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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Jeremie May-14  22.05 0 0 -48

Port-au-Prince May-14  22.05 0 0 -40

Jacmel May-14  31.71 -4 -4 -18

Hinche May-14  25.73 +3 +4 -10

Source:  Coordination nationale de la sécurité alimentaire

Wholesale prices of white maize in Mexico City, 
Mexico
Mexican Peso per tonne

7000

4000

4750

5500

6250

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

May
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mexico City, Maize (white) May-14 5 000.00 0 0 -8

Source:  Sistema Nacional de Información e Integración de Mercados

producer of the subregion, prices persisted at relatively low levels 

following successive years of satisfactory harvests. 

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice remained 

unchanged in May and at the same level as a year earlier in key 

markets. This mirrors stable rice export quotations over the past 

months in the United States, the country’s main supplier. Prices 

of maize meal, another important staple, have also been stable 

and substantially below their levels in May last year following the 

recovery of the 2013 maize production and improved prospects 

for this year’s production.

Retail prices of imported rice in Haiti
Gourde per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Port-au-Prince May-14  45.93 0 -2 0

Jacmel May-14  55.12 0 0 0

Hinche May-14  51.44 +1 0 -13

Jeremie May-14  51.44 0 0 -8

Source:  Coordination nationale de la sécurité alimentaire
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Beans are the second most important staple food in Central 

America and a main source of protein for low-income households. 

Prices of red beans, the variety most consumed in Nicaragua, 

Honduras and El Salvador, have been on the increase since 

February this year. In May, prices rose by one-quarter from April 

and were three times higher than a year earlier reaching record 

levels in some markets.  

Reduced production and export availabilities in the subregion 

have underpinned prices. In Nicaragua, the main producer and 

exporter of the subregion, the 2013 red bean output declined by 

11 percent from the previous year following diversion of land to 

black beans, mainly in response to higher import demand from 

Venezuela. In Honduras, the second producer and exporter, the 

2013 bean production was sharply reduced by excessive rains 

during the main (“de postrera”) season, falling by an estimated 

15 percent from the same season’s output in the previous  year. 

Higher import demand from Costa Rica, which has switched 

imports from China, its main supplier until 2012, to Nicaragua has 

added pressure on red bean prices. By contrast, prices of black 

beans, the variety most produced and consumed in Guatemala 

and Mexico, continued their seasonal increase in May but 

remained at levels similar to a year earlier. 

Central America  - Domestic price of red beans continue to surge in May

Wholesale prices of red beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa May-14 1 857.90 +25 +87 +172

Nicaragua, Managua May-14 1 682.56 +24 +64 +172

El Salvador, San Salvador May-14 1 411.30 +22 +68 +109

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Dirección General de 
Economía Agropecuaria, MAG

Prices of red beans are expected to continue their increasing 

trend until August, as harvest of the 2014 first season (“de 

primera”) crop, now being planted, is not scheduled until 

September. However, in key producer Nicaragua, prospects 

for the first season, representing about one-third of the annual 

production, are uncertain due to late and below-average rains 

that have caused delays in sowing.  

In attempt to limit the high and rising red beans prices, El Salvador, 

a net beans importer, is restricting red bean exports through a 

suspension of export sanitary certificates from 15 May to 15 August, 

whereas in Honduras, the Government has introduced sanctions 

against traders selling beans above HNL 14 per pound and has 

announced in early June the imports from Ethiopia and Colombia 

to be distributed at low prices through the BANASUPRO marketing 

board, as well as private outlets. In Costa Rica, which heavily depends 

on imports to meet its bean consumption requirements, the 

Government is considering the removal of tariffs on imports from 

outside Central America, equivalent to 30 percent for black beans 

and 20 percent for red beans. In Nicaragua, at the end of May, the 

Government released beans from public stocks at prices below 

market quotations in targeted areas through the “Frijoles Solidarios” 

programme.

Nicaragua black and red beans production
000 tonnes

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

2013/142012/132011/12

Black Beans Red Beans

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Nicaragua

Note: Split year refers to May/March agricultural year
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo May-14  915.80 +3 +7 +14

Bolivia, Santa Cruz May-14  759.40 +5 -5 +24

Argentina, Buenos Aires May-14  560.00 -2 -10 +51

Uruguay, National 
Average

May-14  810.00 -1 +1 +12

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne
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Ecuador, Quito May-14  440.00 -12 -6 -6

Bolivia, Santa Cruz May-14  265.10 0 -27 -3

Brazil, São Paulo May-14  197.87 -4 +11 +7

Argentina, Rosario May-14  164.58 -5 +5 -12

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Servicio de Información y Análisis de 
Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales

Wheat flour prices generally stable in May but 
still at high levels. Maize prices started to decline 
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices remained generally 

stable in May and were remarkably lower than the near-record 

highs of previous months in southern countries of the subregion. 

Increased flows of regional trade, coupled with favourable planting 

prospects for the 2014 wheat crop in Argentina – the region’s main 

producer and exporter – and in Brazil contributed to the price 

stability. However, prices were still considerably above their levels 

of a year earlier due to tight supplies following two consecutive 

reduced subegional outputs. Elsewhere in South America, wheat 

flour prices remained unchanged and at relatively low levels in 

Ecuador and Peru. 

Yellow maize prices declined in May in most countries of 

the subregion with the 2014 harvests and the favourable crop 

prospects, particularly in Argentina and Brazil, the subregion’s 

main producers. In Ecuador, prices declined sharply in May, after 

increasing since the beginning of the year to levels well below 

those of a year earlier. In Bolivia and Colombia, prices were mostly 

unchanged in May and relatively low. By contrast, in Peru maize 

prices continued to strengthen as prospects for this year’s crop are 

uncertain in some key-growing northern areas. Lower imports of 

maize in the past months also supported prices. 

Prices of rice, a key staple in some countries of the subregion, 

remained stable in May and generally lower than a year earlier. 

However, in Peru, rice prices were over one-third higher than in 

May 2013, after the sharp increases of the previous months, due to 

unfavourable prospects for the 2014 crop affected by shortages of 

irrigation water supplies. 

Prices of potatoes, another important component of the diet 

in the subregion, rose markedly in Bolivia and Ecuador in May 

and were well above their levels of a year earlier, mainly as a result 

of reduced harvests this year. Prices of potatoes continued to 

strengthen also in Peru supported by increased import demand.
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from April to May depending on series.
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Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Togo, Korbongou
Maize (white)

Somalia, Baidoa
Sorghum (red)

Somalia, Marka
Maize (white)

Benin, Malanville
Maize (white)

Zimbabwe, Harare
Maize
Nigeria, Kano
Maize
Zambia, national average
Maize (white)
South Africa, Randfontein
Maize (white)
Tanzania UR, Dar es Salaam
Maize
Mozambique, Milange
Maize (white)

-135 -81 -27 27 81 135

Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Somalia, Baidoa
Sorghum (red)

Somalia, Marka
Maize (white)

the Sudan, El Gedarif
Sorghum (Feterita)

the Sudan, Khartoum
Wheat

Chad, Abeche
Millet

Uganda, Kampala
Maize

Zambia, national average
White roller maize meal

Mozambique, Chockwe
Maize (white)
Benin, Abomey
Maize (white)
Uganda, Kampala
Matooke
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Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Kyrgyzstan, Batken
Potatoes

Ukraine, national average
Wheat (�our, highest grade, EXW)

Georgia, national average
Potatoes

Ukraine, national average
Maize (EXW, processing)

Armenia, national average
Potatoes

India, New Delhi
Wheat

Sri Lanka, Colombo
Rice (white)
Pakistan, Lahore
Wheat (�our)
Pakistan, Lahore
Wheat
Cambodia, Battambang
Rice (Mix)
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Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Armenia, national average
Potatoes

Tajikistan, Dushanbe
Potatoes

Azerbaijan, national average
Potatoes

Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek
Potatoes

Georgia, national average
Potatoes

Ukraine, national average
Maize (EXW, processing)

the Philippines, national average
Rice (regular milled)

Afghanistan, Kandahar
Wheat (flour)

Thailand, Bangkok
Rice (25% broken)
Cambodia, Battambang
Rice (Mix)

-30 -18 -6 6 18 30

Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Beans (red)

Nicaragua, Managua
Maize (white)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Potatoes

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Ecuador, Quito
Potatoes (Súper Chola)

Peru, Lima
Maize (yellow)

Argentina, Rosario
Maize (yellow)
Brazil, São Paulo
Maize (yellow)
Ecuador, Quito
Maize (yellow)
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Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Beans (red)

Argentina, Buenos Aires
Wheat (flour)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Potatoes

Ecuador, Quito
Potatoes (Súper Chola)

Peru, Lima
Rice (milled, corriente)

Uruguay, national average
Wheat (flour)

Brazil, São Paulo
Wheat (flour)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Wheat (flour, imported, Argentina)
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n International prices of wheat and maize dropped in June reflecting 
favourable prospects for the 2014 global production, while rice 
quotations increased slightly. Overall, cereal export prices were lower 
than their year-earlier levels. 

n International cereal prices are unlikely to increase significantly should 
an El Niño event develop later this year as the bulk of the 2014 grain 
crops will already be gathered and cereal stocks, mainly rice, are 
plentiful.

n In Somalia, prices of coarse grains continued the upward trend of 
recent months,  surging in June in the capital Mogadishu. Unfavourable 
prospects for the upcoming 2014 main season coarse grains harvest 
and trade disruptions due to insecurity underpinned prices.

n In Southern Africa, prices dropped steeply in June to levels around or 
below those of a year earlier, following record highs in the first quarter of 
the year, as bumper 2014 harvests improved market supplies. Maize meal 
prices remained more stable.  

n In Western Africa, coarse grains prices remained generally stable in 
the Sahel, although millet prices increased in some markets. In coastal 
countries, maize prices were mostly unchanged or declined and overall lower 
than a year earlier. 

n In Eastern Africa, prices of coarse grains followed mixed trends, declining 
in countries where the 2014 first season crops are being harvested but 
further increasing in the Sudan, due to a poor 2013 production, and in 
Somalia. 

n In Asia, domestic rice prices remained relatively unchanged in June. The 
downward pressure from the recent 2013/14 secondary cropping season 
harvest was offset by sustained export demand and large government 
purchases. Prices of wheat and wheat flour declined reflecting the record 2014 
regional wheat production. 

n In the CIS, domestic prices of wheat products remained stable in most 
countries of the subregion ahead of the 2014 main season harvests. Prices of 
staple potatoes started to decrease with new-crop supplies arriving in markets.

n In Central America, bean prices rose at a slower pace in June following 
increased  imports, but remained at record to near-record levels. Maize 
prices continued to seasonally increase but were generally lower than a year 
earlier. 

n In South America, wheat flour prices remained stable in June and 
significantly below their peaks early in the year, although still at high 
levels in several countries. Maize prices declined further with better than 
expected harvests.

INTERNATIONAL CEREAL  
PRICES 2

BOX: El Niño 2

WESTERN AFRICA:   4 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Chad, Benin,  
Togo, Nigeria   

SOUTHERN AFRICA:  5             
South Africa, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Madagascar 

EASTERN AFRICA:   7 
Uganda, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Ethiopia, South Sudan, 
the Sudan, Somalia, Kenya 

FAR EAST ASIA:  9 
Thailand, Viet Nam, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,  
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 

CIS - Asia and Europe:  12  
The Russian Federation, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia  

CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN: 14  
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Haiti 

SOUTH AMERICA:                                     15 
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Uruguay, 
Ecuador, Peru 

CHARTS: Largest changes in  
prices of key commodities 16

www.fao.org/giews
www.fao.org/giews/pricetool
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Wheat and maize prices fell markedly in June, 
while those of rice increased slightly

n	 International wheat prices declined considerably in June.  After 
rising for four consecutive months, the benchmark US wheat (No.2 
Hard Red Winter) fell by 9 percent and averaged USD 314 per tonne. 
Wheat export prices have fallen below the corresponding period 
in 2013, pressured by favourable crop prospects in 2014, currently 
being harvested in the Northern Hemisphere, and expectation of 
plentiful supplies in the 2014/15 season. 

n	 Export prices of maize also decreased significantly in June, with 
the benchmark US maize  (No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 202 per tonne, 
7 percent lower than in the previous month and one-third below its 
level a year earlier. The drop in international prices in June reflects 
the extremely positive outlook for this year’s maize production in the 
major producing countries, particularly in the United States, China and 
several countries in South America.

n	 International rice prices rebounded slightly in June 2014, 
sustained by a recovery in Thailand, after the Government 
suspended the sales of rice from public stocks.  In particular, Thai 
fully broken rice (A1 Super) gained 5 percent, recouping much of 
the losses endured in the past few months. As for the benchmark 
Thai white 100%B, the quotation rose by 2.6 percent to close to 
USD 419 per tonne. Prices from other origins were little changed.

Are food prices going to be impacted by El Niño?

Based on currently available information, it is unlikely that international cereal prices will increase significantly should 
an El Niño phenomenon develop later this year, largely due to the timing of the event relative to the stage of the crops 
in most of the main producing countries. The bulk of the 2014 wheat harvest will be completed and that of maize will 
be well advanced before any eventual adverse impact of El Niño materializes, and good outputs are anticipated. The 
main 2014 rainfed paddy crops are harvested during the last months of the year and depending on the timing of an 
El Niño event, crops may or may not be affected. In addition, plentiful cereal stocks in the 2014/15 marketing year, 
particularly for rice, could mitigate the impact on prices of any production shock. However, depending on the intensity 
of the phenomenon, it may affect food prices at country and local levels.

As of early July, latest reports from the main meteorological and 

oceanic institutions concur that an El Niño event has not yet 

started. While the surface temperature of the tropical Pacific 

Ocean is at levels typically associated with a weak El Niño event, 

atmospheric patterns continue to indicate a neutral ENSO. 

However, climate models point to a close 80 percent probability 

that the El Niño phenomenon will develop in the last quarter 

of the year. Although great uncertainty about its intensity still 

remains, a weak-to-moderate event appears more likely than a 

strong one. The changes in weather patterns around the globe 

associated with El Niño may have a positive or negative impact 

on agricultural production. It should not be assumed that 

the development of an El Niño event implies necessarily food 

shortages and high food prices.

Main 2014 wheat crops mostly harvested
The effects of El Niño on food prices depend on its eventual impact 

on production and hence, food supplies. The bulk of the 2014 

wheat crop is already being gathered in the main producers and 

exporters – the United States, the European Union, Canada, the 

Russian Federation and Ukraine. Despite anticipated declines from 

the bumper crops of the previous year in some of these countries, 

outputs are forecast at generally above-average levels. In Asia, a 

record regional wheat crop has been harvested, including in China 

and India, while in the world’s largest wheat importer, Egypt, 

domestic production was good. In the Southern Hemisphere, 

in the large producing and exporting countries, Argentina and 

Australia, planting of wheat is underway or recently completed 

and early prospects are favourable so far. In Argentina, El Niño is 
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correlated with above-average rains that generally benefit the 

crop, although excessive precipitation may delay the harvest, 

normally from late November, and affect grain quality. However, in 

Australia, which accounts for some 15 percent of  global exports, 

El Niño is usually associated with below-normal precipitation 

in eastern parts, accounting for some 50 percent of the national 

wheat output, and should the event materialize this year, yield 

potential and production would likely be reduced, which could put 

some upward pressure on international wheat prices. However, 

increased levels of world wheat stocks in the 2014/15 marketing 

year would likely limit or avert significant upward price pressure.

Bumper maize crops about to be gathered
The 2014 maize crops are scheduled to be harvested from 

September in some of the main producing countries, including 

the United States, China, the European Union and Ukraine 

and prospects are extremely positive, while in South America 

the harvest is almost completed and above-average crops are 

estimated. Should an El Niño event develop in the last quarter of 

this year, it would coincide with planting of the 2015 maize crops 

in main exporters Brazil and Argentina. In these countries, the 

phenomenon is typically associated with heavy rains, which may 

result in planting delays and area reductions but may also improve 

yields. The final impact depends on the timing and intensity of 

the El Niño. However, due to the anticipated global bumper 2014 

maize production and ample carryover stocks, international maize 

prices are unlikely to be affected by an El Niño event later this year.   

Abundant rice stocks would offset eventual 
production shocks
The possible impact of an El Niño event on international 

rice prices would depend on how it affects production and 

supplies in Asia, accounting for over 90 percent of the world’s 

output. The event in the region is correlated with below-

average precipitation in southeastern parts, particularly in 

importing countries, Indonesia and the Philippines. The main 

rainfed paddy crops are harvested during the last months of 

the year and depending on the timing of an eventual El Niño, 

crops may or may not be affected by the event. The earlier the 

phenomenon develops, the higher the probability that yields 

will be affected by dry weather. However, plentiful rice stocks 

at global level and in the main exporting countries, Thailand, 

Viet Nam and India, would likely more than offset any negative 

impact on the 2014 production and on rice prices. 

Local impact of El Niño
Although international cereal prices are unlikely to be impacted 

should the El Niño develop this year, at regional and national levels, 

prices could increase if food production is negatively affected. In 

Southern Africa, the event is associated with below-normal rains 

that could reduce plantings and yields of the 2014/15 (October/

April) maize crop season. In Asia, Indonesia and the Philippines 

experienced dry conditions during the past moderate El Niño 

events that resulted in production declines. In Eastern Africa 

and South America, short-term price rises may be triggered by 

excessive rains and floods in some countries. In Central America, 

production of the main and/or second season maize and bean 

crops may be reduced by dry weather depending on when the 

event starts.

El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 

The ENSO is a large-scale substantial warming of surface waters in 
the central and eastern Equatorial Pacific Ocean, off the Peruvian 
coast, together with changes in the atmosphere (negative value of 
the Southern Oscillation Index, increased cloudiness and weakening 
of trade winds), that affects temperatures and precipitation patterns 
at global level. It is an irregular event, with different intensity and 
duration, and usually peaks around late December. 
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Based on correlation analysis between the Oceanic Niño Index (ONI) and the FAO Cereal Price Index, the relation between El Niño and international 
cereal prices during the seven events since 1990 is unclear.  This result is consistent with the uncertainty about the timing and intensity of each 
event, and the lack of immediate association between the occurrence of El Niño and changes in agricultural production and supplies.
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Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Jun-14  190.00 +6 +12 +3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Jun-14  180.00 +9 +9 -8

Niger, Niamey Jun-14  235.00 0 -2 -16

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize May-14 60 000.00 0 -6 -20

Sorghum May-14 60 000.00 0 -3 -14

Source:  FEWSNET

Coarse grains prices remained generally stable, 
notably in coastal countries
In Western Africa, in the Sahel, although the price of millet increased 

in some markets, overall, coarse grains prices remained generally 

stable. In most coastal countries, maize prices were also stable or 

declined. These trends reflect adequate market supplies from the 

good 2013 harvests, as well as generally favourable prospects for the 

2014 cropping season across the subregion. Overall, prices in these 

countries were lower than at the same time a year earlier. In Sahelian 

countries, millet prices increased slightly to moderately in June in most 

markets of Burkina Faso and Mali, while those of sorghum remained 

stable in most countries of the subregion. Overall, coarse grains prices 

generally persisted at levels lower than those of a year earlier reflecting 

adequate market availabilities from the 2013 good regional harvest, as 

well as continued government sales of cereals at low prices in selected 

areas. However, in countries that experienced a significant reduction in 

production last year, prices have remained above their levels of a year 

earlier. 

In Chad, although sorghum prices have been generally stable over 

the past months, in May they were still 33 percent and 12 percent higher, 

respectively, than in May 2013 in Abeche and N’Djamena, as a result of 

the sharply-reduced 2013 cereal output.  In the coastal countries along 

the Gulf of Guinea, prices of maize, the main staple in the subregion, 

remained generally stable in Benin in May but declined pronouncedly 

in Malanville where they had surged in the previous month. In Togo, 

maize prices fell in May in most markets, particularly in those that had 

registered steep increases in April, notably in Korbongou. Overall, 

prices in these countries were still well below their levels of May 

2013. Similarly, maize and sorghum prices remained unchanged in 

May in Nigeria, where they had exhibited large variations in recent 

months. Prices of imported rice, a key staple in urban centres, have also 

remained stable in most countries of the subregion, both in the Sahel 

and in coastal countries, including in northern regions of Mali affected 

by insecurity, where prices have been highly volatile. 

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie May-14  120.00 +2 +8 -12

Lomé May-14  210.00 -5 -5 0

Cinkassé May-14  112.00 -12 -15 -24

Korbongou May-14  116.00 -35 -12 -29

Source:  Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Pêche
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Maize (white) Jun-14 1 834.40 -8 -45 -20

Maize (yellow) Jun-14 1 945.00 -5 -40 -14

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru May-14  5.17 +7 +17 +12

Qacha's Nek May-14  4.45 +1 +3 -9

Mount Moorosi May-14  4.99 0 +6 +5

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Maize prices decreased sharply reflecting strong 
production recoveries in 2014 
Overall, significant seasonal maize price declines were observed 

in June, as bumper 2014 harvests improved market supplies. 

Reflecting the enhanced supply outlook for the 2014/15 (April/

March) marketing year, prices in South Africa and Malawi dropped 

steeply to levels below those of a year earlier, following record 

highs in the first quarter of the year. Elsewhere, prices generally 

continued to decrease seasonally, while maize meal prices 

remained more stable.  

Prices of maize in South Africa continued to decline in June, 

but at a slightly slower rate compared to the previous two months. 

Recent upward revisions to the 2014 maize crop, now estimated at 

14.5 million tonnes, puts the domestic output at about 16 percent 

above the 2013 harvest. The significant production gain this year and 

consequently positive supply outlook largely accounts for the steep 

price decrease in June and lower year-on-year levels, where maize 

quotations dipped below the ZAR 2  000 per tonne mark for the 

first time since July 2011. In addition to internal factors, decreasing 

international quotations also underpinned the recent declines. 

In Lesotho, prices of maize meal in the capital, Maseru, 

continued to increase in May, while elsewhere prices have 

remained generally stable and similar to the levels of a year earlier. 

The arrival of the 2014 harvest, estimated at a comparable level to 

2013’s output, is expected to exert some downward price pressure 

in the coming months. 

Since reaching record levels in January, prices of maize in 

Malawi continued to decline significantly, falling below their year-

earlier levels. The strong seasonal decreases are largely attributed 

to the bumper 2014 maize crop, estimated at about 3.9 million 

tonnes. However, in the areas affected, localized production 

shortfalls, including parts of the northern district of Karonga, 

prices decreased at a slower pace. 

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Liwonde May-14  74.26 -15 -57 -25

Lizulu May-14  77.29 -23 -49 -16

National Average May-14  80.52 -16 -38 -5

Lilongwe May-14  99.00 -18 -32 -13

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security
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Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Jun-14  1.53 -14 -25 +15

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Jun-14  2.95 -1 +2 +24

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Jun-14  2.30 0 0 +28

Source:  Central Statistical Office

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Jun-14 1 202.50 -2 -9 -5

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Jun-14 1 141.00 -3 -13 -9

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

Reflecting improved seasonal supplies, maize prices in 

Mozambique generally continued to decline in June and 

were mostly well below their year-earlier levels. Prices of rice, 

largely consumed in the capital Maputo and in southern areas, 

remained generally unchanged on account of the relatively stable 

international quotations.  

In Zambia, new supplies from the record 2014 maize 

harvest exerted strong downward pressure on maize grain 

prices, contributing to the abrupt decline in June for the second 

consecutive month. By contrast, maize meal prices remained 

stable. The country is estimated to have substantial maize stocks, 

prompting the Government to lift the export ban, which was 

imposed last year to ease external price pressure. In June,  the 

Government set the national maize floor price at ZMK 70 per 50 kg, 

ZMK 5 higher than the previous year, with institutional purchases 

of about 500 000 tonnes for the strategic grain reserve expected to 

commence in July. 

Prices of maize in Zimbabwe’s capital, Harare, dropped steeply 

in May, as the new harvest improved supplies. Prices were at a 

comparable level to last year, reflecting the large production gain 

this year, where the harvest is estimated to have nearly doubled to 

1.4 million tonnes.

In Madagascar, prices of locally-produced rice continued to 

decline this month, as supplies from the nearly-completed harvest 

exerted downward price pressure. Early production estimates 

indicate a larger rice harvest compared to the reduced output in 

2013, instigating the 9 percent annual price decrease observed in 

June. The easing of international rice prices between January and 

May contributed to the similar decreasing trend of imported rice 

prices; however, the weaker currency offset some of the benefits of 

lower export quotations.  

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Jun-14  5.22 -36 -30 -58

Nampula Jun-14  7.43 -10 -51 -13

Manica Jun-14  7.62 -5 -32 -17

Montepuez Jun-14  9.52 0 -33 0

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique
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EASTERN AFRICA

Cereal prices followed mixed trends in June
In Eastern Africa, prices of locally-produced cereals showed mixed 

trends in June. Prices of maize declined in the United Republic of 

Tanzania and Uganda as newly-harvested crops supplied markets, 

and remained stable in Ethiopia. By contrast, prices of sorghum 

continued to escalate in the Sudan, reflecting a poor 2013 harvest, 

and in Somalia with unfavourable crop prospects and insecurity. 

In Uganda, prices of maize slightly declined in June both in the 

capital Kampala and in Lira market, located in a major producing 

area, as the start of the 2014 first season harvest increased supplies. 

By contrast, prices increased in Busia market, a key cross-border hub 

with Kenya, due to the high export demand from neighbouring 

countries. Maize prices in June were well above their levels of 12 

months earlier, supported by concerns over crop performance 

due to rainfall deficits during the growing period and a sustained 

export demand from neighbouring Kenya, South Sudan and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. Prices of important staples, like 

beans and matooke cooking bananas declined between May and 

June as the newly-harvested crops began to supply markets. June 

prices of both matooke and beans were well below the levels of the 

same month of the previous year. 

In the United Republic of Tanzania, prices of maize continued 

to decline in June due to the increased supplies from the msimu 

harvest, currently underway in uni-modal areas, and from the green 

harvest of the masika crop, to be harvested from July in bi-modal 

areas. In June, prices of maize were around the same levels of June 

2013 in Dar es Salaam, the largest urban centre, while they were 

well below their year-earlier levels in the other monitored markets. 

In Ethiopia, prices of maize were stable in June in all monitored 

markets, located both in producing areas (Bahirdar) and in deficit 

zones (Mekele and Diredawa). June prices were below their levels 

of 12 months earlier, due to the ample availabilities from the 

bumper 2013 main meher harvest.

In South Sudan, in markets located in areas not affected by 

the ongoing conflict, prices of white sorghum, the main staple, 

remained stable in Wau (Western Bahr el Ghazal State) and Aweil 

(Northern Bahr el Ghazal State) and declined by 20 percent in the 

capital Juba (Central Equatoria State), as a result from the availability 

of imports from neighbouring countries, remaining stocks of long 

cycle crops and food aid distributions. By contrast, in the conflict-

affected Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States, where markets have 

been heavily damaged and trade flows and marketing activities 

have been severely disrupted, supplies are limited and cereal 

prices are at high levels. For instance, in May, prices of sorghum in 

Koch County (Unity State) and Maiwut County (Upper Nile State) 

were about three and five times the price in Juba, respectively. 

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Jun-14  318.12 -3 +10 +40

Uganda, Kampala Jun-14  328.77 -2 +7 +31

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Jun-14  265.37 -2 -45 -5

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

Jun-14  272.99 -8 -32 -37

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Jun-14 5 580.00 0 +1 -10

Mekele Jun-14 5 750.00 +2 +7 -11

Bahirdar Jun-14 5 300.00 -1 +6 -9

Addis Ababa Jun-14 5 280.00 +3 +10 -8

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise
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Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kisumu Jun-14 37 870.00 +8 +8 +20

Nairobi Jun-14 34 981.00 -3 +6 +10

Eldoret Jun-14 36 378.00 +2 +15 +24

Nakuru Jun-14 34 699.00 0 +17 +na

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

In the Sudan, prices of main staple sorghum escalated 

further in June reaching new record highs, as seasonal patterns 

were compounded by the early exhaustion of stocks from the 

poor 2013 harvest and market disruptions due to insecurity in 

Darfur and South Kordofan states. For instance, in Kadugli (South 

Kordofan State), prices of sorghum sharply increased in June due 

to intensified fighting, after having declined in April and May as a 

result of food aid distributions. Prices of wheat, mainly consumed 

in urban centres, remained firm in the capital Khartoum in June, 

when they were 42 percent higher than a year earlier. Strong 

local demand, high prices of other cereals and local currency 

devaluation, as a large share of wheat consumption requirements 

is sourced from the international market, have underpinned 

wheat prices.

In Somalia, coarse grains prices in June continued the upward 

trend of recent months in most markets of the south and surged in 

the capital Mogadishu. However, in Marka, located in the important 

maize producing region of Lower Shebelle, maize prices declined. 

Overall, prices of maize and sorghum in June were well above 

their year-earlier levels due to the early depletion of stocks from 

the below average 2013/14 deyr harvest, unfavourable prospects 

for the upcoming 2014 gu crop as well as trade disruptions caused 

by the recently intensified conflict in southern and central regions. 

Prices of imported rice were stable at around the same levels of a 

year earlier in most markets including the capital Mogadishu. 

In Kenya, prices of maize showed mixed trends in June, 

continuing to increase in Eldoret, Mombasa and Kisumu 

markets, remaining stable or slightly declining in Nairobi and 

Nakuru markets. Prices in June were significantly higher than a 

year earlier, mainly due to a below-average 2013/14 secondary 

harvest, completed in March. A significant flow of imports from 

neighbouring Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania has 

most likely prevented maize prices to increase further.

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Jun-14 3 311.00 +9 +17 +88

Khartoum Jun-14 3 511.75 +6 +25 +88

El Obeid Jun-14 3 581.93 +5 +26 +89

Kadugli Jun-14 2 860.00 +34 +4 +50

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Jun-14 6 220.00 +7 +50 +86

Marka, Maize (white) Jun-14 10 266.00 -8 +34 +51

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Jun-14 9 300.00 +55 +75 +75

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Jun-14 10 600.00 +18 +77 +32

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Jun-14 1 600.00 0 -11 -11

Kampong Chhnang Jun-14 1 776.00 0 -1 -7

Banteay Meanchey Jun-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Jun-14 1 200.00 +9 -20 -25

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Jun-14 7 320.00 -2 -2 +6

Rice (20% broken) Jun-14 7 400.00 -2 -3 +6

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Jun-14  379.67 +2 +4 -1

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Rice prices generally stable in June, while those 
of wheat declined 
In most countries of the subregion, domestic rice prices showed little 

change in June compared to the previous month. The downward 

pressure from the recently-completed 2013/14 secondary harvests 

was offset or limited by sustained export demand and large 

procurement programmes in some countries. Overall, prices were 

around their year-earlier levels, with the exception of the Philippines 

and Sri Lanka, where prices in June were substantially higher due 

to lower imports and reduced 2014 production, respectively. 

Wheat and wheat flour quotations generally declined reflecting 

ample supplies from the good 2014 main season harvests, recently 

completed in most countries of the subregion.

In Thailand, domestic rice prices, which had declined since 

March with the 2013/14 secondary season harvest and continuous 

releases from Government warehouses, rebounded somewhat in 

June after the suspension of rice sales from public stocks. However, 

prices remain generally below their levels of a year earlier.

In Viet Nam, wholesale prices of rice decreased slightly in 

June, with the beginning of the 2014 summer-autumn harvest, 

which accounts for about 30 percent of annual rice production 

and the most important for low quality grades. However, 

steady import demand, particularly from China limited further 

price declines. Overall, prices in June were up on their levels at 

the same time a year earlier, close to the general year-on-year 

inflation rate (5 percent in June). 

In Cambodia, wholesale rice prices remained generally stable 

in most markets in June and were around or below their year-

earlier levels, reflecting good supplies from the 2013/14 bumper 

harvests. However, in the Battambang main producer and exporter 

market, prices increased after the sharp declines of the previous 

months, following the recent rise in export sales.  

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice, increased slightly 

in June reaching the near-record levels of a year earlier. Prices were 

mainly supported by import demand, particularly from China, 

which offset the downward pressure from the good 2013/14 

secondary season harvest, completed in mid-June. 
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Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Jun-14  33.11 -1 -3 +5

Wheat (flour) Jun-14  32.09 -3 -5 -3

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Jun-14  5.96 0 0 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Jun-14  4.52 0 0 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Jun-14 8 795.60 0 -3 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Jun-14  39.41 +1 +4 +22

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Jun-14  42.66 +1 +4 +20

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and 

well-milled rice varieties strengthened further in June, mainly on 

account of reduced imports in previous months. In an attempt 

to stabilize prices, the National Food Authority (NFA) is currently 

importing 800 000 tonnes of rice from Viet Nam and has recently 

announced plans of additional imports in the coming months. 

In Indonesia, rice prices were unchanged in June, after some 

declines in the previous months with the recently-completed 2014 

main season paddy harvest. Prices remained above their levels in 

June 2013, in line with the year-on-year inflation rate (6.7 percent 

in June). In an attempt to avoid price increases during the month 

of Ramadan, which began in late June, the country’s state logistic 

company, BULOG, announced the release of medium quality rice at 

below market prices.  

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour remained 

stable in June, reflecting adequate supplies from the ongoing 2014 

harvests, forecast at record levels, and high imports. Overall, prices 

were slightly above their levels a year earlier. 

In Bangladesh, prices of rice eased further in June with the 

onset of the minor 2014 Aus harvest. However, price declines were 

somewhat offset by the Government’s ongoing procurement 

programme, which started on 1 May and will last until 31 August, 

targeting to purchase at least 1.1 million tonnes of Boro rice. Prices 

of wheat flour continued to decrease in June and were slightly 
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Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Jun-14  34.00 -5 -13 -3

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Jun-14  42.81 -3 -10 +2

Lahore, Wheat Jun-14  33.00 +1 -20 +3

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Jun-14  37.60 0 -5 +3

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Jun-14  30.00 0 -1 +3

Mumbai, Wheat Jun-14  25.55 -2 -5 -2

New Delhi, Rice Jun-14  29.33 +1 +6 +5

New Delhi, Wheat Jun-14  19.52 -2 +8 +11

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

below their year-earlier levels, due to good market supplies as 

a result of the record 2014 wheat harvest and high imports, as 

well as continuing distribution by the Government through open 

market sales. 

In Sri Lanka, rice prices were stable in June but high compared 

to the same month last year and only 4 percent below the record 

levels of April. This reflects a reduced 2014 main Maha season 

output, negatively affected by dry weather, and unfavourable 

prospects for the secondary season Yala crop, to be harvested 

from August. Wheat flour quotations remain unchanged and close 

to their year-earlier levels. 

In India, prices of rice in June remained generally stable, as  

the downward pressure from the record 2014 secondary season 

harvest, completed in early June, was offset by  the Government’s 

ongoing procurement programme, which started in October 

2013 and will last until September 2014 and targets to procure 

34.5 million tonnes of rice. In an attempt to stabilize rice prices, 

the Government approved, in mid-June, the release of 5 million 

tonnes of rice from state inventories. Prices of wheat remained 

stable or decreased in some markets, with improved supplies 

from the record 2014 harvest, completed in May. However, further 

price decreases were offset by large Government procurement 

purchases, ongoing since April at a higher Minimum Support Price 

(MSP) compared to the previous season.  

In Pakistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour continued to 

decrease in June, with ample supplies from the recently-completed 

2014 Rabi season wheat harvest, estimated at a near-record level. 

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Jun-14  27.00 -4 -1 +15

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Jun-14  29.75 +4 +4 +7

Herat, Wheat Jun-14  19.85 -12 -11 +12

Herat, Wheat (flour) Jun-14  30.00 -1 +5 0

Source:  Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) - WFP

Prices in June were around their year-earlier levels, after the sharp 

declines of the previous months.

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat generally declined in June as a 

result of the recently-completed 2014 winter grain harvest, which 

is expected at above-average levels. Prices of  mostly imported 

wheat flour remained overall stable or strengthened, mainly due 

to the continuous depreciation of the national currency. Overall, 

prices were above their levels in June last year. 
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Jun-14  282.00 -3 -4 -10

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Jun-14  275.50 -3 -5 -8

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Jun-14  270.00 +3 +15 -10

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Jun-14  2.90 +3 +7 -3

Khatlon Jun-14  2.85 +4 +5 -4

Sughd Jun-14  2.65 +2 +10 -3

National Average Jun-14  2.80 +3 +7 -3

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Jun-14  31.77 +1 +3 +7

Bishkek Jun-14  30.79 +1 +1 0

Batken Jun-14  29.54 0 0 +6

Naryn Jun-14  30.77 0 -3 +10

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Bishkek Jun-14  46.42 +2 +61 +32

Batken Jun-14  39.91 -7 +60 +44

Osh Jun-14  45.48 -7 +48 +56

Jalal-Abad Jun-14  42.71 -7 +44 +46

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Domestic prices of wheat flour were overall 
stable in June, while those of potatoes declined 
with the new harvests
In most countries of the subregion, domestic prices of wheat and 

wheat flour remained generally unchanged in June, as the recently-

started 2014 winter harvests have not yet entered the markets. 

Prices of potatoes, another key staple in the subregion, generally 

decreased with the new harvests, currently underway. However, 

after the sharp increases in recent months, prices remained at 

considerably higher levels compared with the same time last year.

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine, 

declined further in June with overall good prospects for the 

2014 winter harvest, to start in July. In these countries, however, 

domestic prices of wheat and wheat flour remained unchanged or 

eased somewhat in June from the high levels reached in previous 

months. In Kazakhstan, export prices continued to strengthen, 

mainly as a result of declining export availabilities ahead of the 

2014 main wheat season harvest, to start from mid-August. 

However, prices were still below their year-earlier levels.

In Tajikistan, prices of wheat flour increased in June as the 

2014 winter wheat harvest has just begun and new supplies have 

not yet entered the markets. However, prices in June remained 

below their year-earlier levels, as a result of two consecutive good 

outputs and adequate imports from Kazakhstan, the country’s main 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is 
maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Jun-14  1.19 -35 -25 +16

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

May-14  1.03 -1 -1 +78

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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National Average, 
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Jun-14  201.00 -37 -17 -6

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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National Average Jun-14  3.39 -14 +23 +56

Dushanbe Jun-14  3.30 -18 +6 +83

Khatlon Jun-14  3.20 -17 +19 +55

Sughd Jun-14  3.67 -8 +50 +49

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

supplier. Prices of potatoes, another important staple, fell markedly 

in June, reflecting the new harvest but were still considerably higher 

compared to their levels of a year earlier, following sharp increases 

in previous months.

In Kyrgyzstan, retail prices of wheat flour were overall stable 

in June and higher than a year earlier in several markets. Uncertain 

prospects for the 2014 wheat crop affected by prolonged dry 

weather in the spring, particularly in the northern-producing 

areas, maintained prices above their year-earlier levels. Prices of 

potatoes, another key staple of the subregion, started to decline 

in June with the beginning of the new harvest, although they 

remained relatively high. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of staples, wheat flour and potatoes, 

remained unchanged in May and at higher levels compared to the 

same time last year.  

In Georgia*, which is highly dependent on wheat imports to 

satisfy its consumption requirements, prices of wheat flour in June 

were stable and around their levels at the same time a year earlier. 

By contrast, prices of potatoes plummeted in June from the record 

level of the previous month with the onset of the new harvest. 

In Armenia, prices of wheat products remained generally 

unchanged in the past month and close to their year-earlier levels, 

mainly reflecting adequate supplies from last year’s good harvest, 

coupled with adequate imports in the previous months.  Prices of 

potatoes decreased by more than one-third in June, with supplies 

from the new harvest entering the market. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, 
Guatemala City

Jun-14  395.12 +1 +8 -5

El Salvador, San Salvador Jun-14  367.84 +17 +19 +10

Nicaragua, Managua Jun-14  399.96 +7 +35 -11

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Jun-14  381.92 +11 +29 -10

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Maize prices continue to rise seasonally. Bean 
prices still at near-record levels
In Central America, prices of main staple white maize continued 

rising at high rates in June in most countries of the subregion, with 

the progress of the lean season expected to end in August. However, 

prices were still generally lower than a year earlier, with the exception 

of El Salvador, where white maize prices were supported by low 

levels of stocks and high demand, in spite of increased imports since 

the beginning of the marketing season, mainly from the United States 

and Mexico. In Nicaragua, wholesale prices of white maize rose at a 

slower pace in June after surging in May, but remained below their 

levels a year earlier. To prevent any further spikes in maize prices, the 

Government has authorized tariff-free imports from outside Central 

America of up to 73 000 tonnes. In Guatemala, prices of white maize 

were relatively stable in June, reflecting the entry of imports from 

Mexico into the market. In Honduras, adequate volumes of imports 

have also maintained maize prices below their levels a year earlier 

despite seasonal increases. By contrast, in Mexico, the subregion’s 

main white maize producer, prices remained unchanged in June 

and at relatively low levels reflecting two consecutive years of 

above-average outputs. Red bean prices in the subregion continued 

their increasing trend since the beginning of the year (in national 

currencies). In June, prices rose at a lower rate than in previous 

months but remained more than double their levels a year earlier. 

Red bean prices are being sustained by a sharp reduction in the 

2013 production in Nicaragua, the subregion’s main producer and 

exporter, due to diversion of land into black beans, as well as an 

adverse weather-reduced output in Honduras. The slower pace of 

the increase of red bean prices last month partly reflects Government 

efforts to mitigate the situation. In Honduras, the Government has 

contracted to import 1 818 tonnes of beans from Ethiopia, of which 

227 tonnes were received in June. In Nicaragua, the Government 

has authorized tariff-free imports of red beans from outside Central 

America up to 20 000 tonnes, until the next harvest in September. In 

El Salvador, the Government is also negotiating the purchase of red 

beans from Ethiopia. By contrast, in Guatemala and Mexico, where 

black beans are the preferred variety, prices in June remained stable 

and well below their levels of June 2013.

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice, remained 

unchanged for the fourth consecutive month in June and were well 

below their levels of June 2013 in most markets. This trend mirrors 

stable rice export quotations over the past months in the United 

States, the country’s main supplier. Prices of maize meal, another 

staple, declined or remained stable in June and were at relatively 

low levels as new-crop supplies from the ongoing 2014 main season 

harvest, anticipated at good levels, started to arrive into the market.

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
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Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Jun-14 1 836.34 -1 +49 +157

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Jun-14 1 853.50 +10 +62 +170

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Jun-14  969.10 +1 +14 0

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Jun-14 1 557.38 +10 +64 +144

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Jun-14  858.40 -6 -3 +9

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Jun-14  765.20 +1 0 -8

Argentina, Buenos Aires Jun-14  550.00 -2 -4 0

Uruguay, 
National Average

Jun-14  810.00 0 -2 +23

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne
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Ecuador, Quito Jun-14  390.00 -11 -17 -7

Brazil, São Paulo Jun-14  186.87 -6 -5 +4

Argentina, Rosario Jun-14  154.57 -7 -7 -21

Peru, Lima Jun-14  450.00 +2 +22 +5

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego

Wheat flour prices stable overall in June. 
Maize prices declined further with better than 
expected harvests
In South America, domestic wheat flour prices remained stable 

overall in June, but still at relatively high levels in some countries. 

In Argentina, the subregion’s main producer and exporter, 

wheat flour prices remained unchanged in local currency. Prices 

have stabilized in the past three months at levels well below their 

peaks early in the year, as the country curtailed wheat exports 

by about 80 percent in the 2013/14 marketing year (December/

November) following two years of reduced harvests. However, 

wheat flour prices remained 54 percent higher than their 

levels in June 2013 (although unchanged in US dollar terms). 

In Brazil, the subregion’s main importer of wheat, flour prices 

decreased in June following wheat shipments from the United 

States and Argentina, but remained above their year-earlier 

levels. To guarantee local supplies, the country has suspended 

its import tariff on non-Mercosur wheat until mid-August. In 

Bolivia, prices remained stable in June and lower than a year 

earlier reflecting adequate imports in recent months from non-

Mercosur sources. In Uruguay, prices in June were unchanged 

but significantly higher than in June 2013 underpinned by 

strong export demand and dwindling supplies from the 2013 

harvest. In Ecuador and Peru, where wheat is mostly imported, 

prices of flour remained stable in June reflecting sufficient 

import volumes.

Prices of yellow maize continued to generally decline in 

June across the subregion. In main producers and exporters, 

Argentina and Brazil, prices of yellow maize fell in June as new-

crop supplies from the recently-concluded or ongoing harvests 

reached the markets. Better than expected outputs contributed 

to the downward price pressure. In Ecuador, yellow maize prices 

went down sharply for the second consecutive month in June with 

the beginning of the 2014 harvest and remained well below their 

levels of a year earlier. Prices were pushed down by expectations 

of another bumper crop following the Government’s support to 

yellow maize production, including a minimum price of USD 350 

per tonne, well above the world price level and limitations on 

imports. In Bolivia, prices strengthened somewhat in June after 

sharply falling in the past months with the good 2014 harvest. 

By contrast, in Peru, yellow maize prices increased for the fourth 

consecutive month in June, despite the ongoing 2014 main season 

harvest, reflecting an anticipated reduced crop affected by low 

availabilities of irrigation water. 

Prices of rice, a key staple in some countries of the subregion, 

remained generally stable in June and mostly lower than a year 

earlier. However, in Peru, rice prices remained one-third higher 

than in June 2013, despite some slight declines in June and in 

the past months in response to new-crop supplies from the 

ongoing harvest. Prices are sustained by unfavourable prospects 

for the main season rice crop, negatively affected by shortages of 

irrigation water supplies. 

Prices of potatoes in Bolivia strengthened further in June, 

reflecting production declines in parts and were higher compared 

to the same month last year. In Ecuador, prices decreased but 

remained well above their levels in June 2013.
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Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from May to June depending on series.

-55 -33 -11 11 33 55

Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Somalia, Mogadishu
Sorghum (red)
Sudan, Kadugli

Sorghum (Feterita)
Somalia, Mogadishu

Maize (white)

Zambia, national average
Maize (white)
Uganda, Kampala
Beans
Malawi, Lizulu
Maize
Zimbabwe, Harare
Maize
Uganda, Kampala
Matooke
Togo, Korbongou
Maize
Mozambique, Chockwe
Maize (white)

-90 -54 -18 18 54 90

Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Sudan, El Obeid
Sorghum (Feterita)

Somalia, Baidoa
Sorghum (red)

Somalia, Marka
Maize (white)

Sudan, Khartoum
Wheat

Uganda, Lira
Maize

Chad, Abeche
Sorghum

Tanzania UR, Arusha
Maize
Benin, Ketou
Maize (white)
Mozambique, Chockwe
Maize (white)
Uganda, Kampala
Matooke

-40 -24 -8 8 24 40

Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Cambodia, Battambang
Rice (Mix)

Afghanistan, Kabul
Wheat (flour)

Tajikistan, Khatlon
Wheat (flour, first grade)

Bangladesh, Dhaka
Wheat (flour)
Pakistan, karachi
Wheat
Kyrgyzstan, Osh
Potatoes
Afghanistan, Herat
Wheat
Tajikistan, Dushanbe
Potatoes
Georgia, national average
Potatoes
Armenia, national average
Potatoes

-85 -51 -17 17 51 85

Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Tajikistan, Dushanbe
Potatoes

Azerbaijan, national average
Potatoes

Kyrgyzstan, Osh
Potatoes

Tajikistan, national average
Potatoes

Philippines, national average
Rice (regular milled)

Georgia, national average
Potatoes

Afghanistan, Kabul
Wheat

Sri Lanka, Colombo
Rice (white)

Cambodia, Battambang
Rice (Mix)
Thailand, Bangkok
Rice (25% broken)

-20 -12 -4 4 12 20

Change in latest available prices compared to one month earlier (%)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Potatoes

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Maize (white)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Maize (white)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Nicaragua, Managua
Maize (white)

Brazil, Sao Paulo
Maize (yellow)
Argentina, Rosario
Maize (yellow)
Brazil, Sao Paulo
Wheat (flour)
Ecuador, Quito
Maize (yellow)

-200 -120 -40 40 120 200

Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Nicaragua, Managua
Beans (red)

Honduras, Tegucigalpa
Beans (red)

El Salvador, San Salvador
Beans (red)

Ecuador, Quito
Potatoes (Súper Chola)

Bolivia, Santa Cruz
Potatoes

Argentina, Buenos Aires
Wheat (flour)

Uruguay, national average
Wheat (flour)

Peru, Lima
Rice (milled, corriente)

Argentina, Buenos Aires
Maize (yellow)

Brazil, Sao Paulo
Wheat (flour)



Global food price monitor

global information and early warning system on food and agriculture GIEWS www.fao.org/giews

8  August 2014

August summary and chart update

Price data

Get price data from the GIEWS Food Price Data and Analysis Tool: 
Over 1 000 domestic and international food price series and key 
analysis features.

www.fao.org/giews/pricetool

Contents

INTERNATIONAL CEREAL  
PRICES 2

WESTERN AFRICA: 3

SOUTHERN AFRICA: 4

EASTERN AFRICA: 5

FAR EAST ASIA: 6 

CIS - Asia and Europe: 8

CENTRAL AMERICA: 10

SOUTH AMERICA: 11

CHARTS: Largest changes in  
prices of key commodities 12

Highlights

n International prices of wheat and maize continued to decrease markedly in 
July reflecting the positive supply outlook for 2014/15, while those of rice 
rose further.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices continued to decline or stabilized, following 
strong seasonal decreases in previous months with the good 2014 maize 
outputs.

n In Western Africa, coarse grains prices remained generally stable, although 
those of millet strengthened further. Overall, prices were below their year-
earlier levels reflecting adequate market supplies.

n In Eastern Africa, coarse grains prices declined in some countries in July as 
new harvests, or increased imports, improved market supplies. However, 
prices remained at high levels in the Sudan and in Somalia reflecting reduced 
harvests and unfavourable crop prospects. 

n In Asia, domestic rice prices were mostly unchanged, although they increased 
in Viet Nam and Thailand, supported by export demand and suspension of 
sales from public stocks. Wheat prices weakened or remained stable after 
declining in the past month with the recent harvests. 

n In CIS, wheat flour prices declined in exporting countries with the 2014 
harvests; however, in importers they remained at the previous month’s level. 
Prices of potatoes continued to decline sharply with the new harvests.

n In Central America, maize prices increased seasonally in July but remained 
relatively low, except in El Salvador, where they were supported by 
deteriorating crop prospects. Bean prices continued to escalate and were at 
record levels due to a reduced 2013 regional production.

n In South America, cereal prices remained stable or declined in July but those 
of wheat remained generally higher than a year earlier. 
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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International grain prices declined further in 
July, those of rice continued to rise

Export prices of the benchmark US wheat (No. 2 Hard Red Winter, 

f.o.b.) and maize (No. 2 Yellow) dropped further in July reflecting 

the positive outlook for the 2014/15 global supplies. By contrast, 

international rice prices were supported by the launching of new 

import tenders and the continued suspension of sales from state 

reserves in Thailand. As a result, the price of the benchmark Thai 

white 100% B rose for the second consecutive month in July. 

Overall, cereal export prices were lower than their levels a year 

earlier, particularly for maize and rice.
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Jul-14  200.00 +5 +18 +3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Jul-14  190.00 +6 +15 -10

Niger, Niamey Jul-14  225.00 -4 -6 -20

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of sorghum in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Niger, Niamey Jul-14  185.00 -8 -8 -20

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Jul-14  150.00 0 0 -6

Mali, Bamako Jul-14  165.00 +3 +3 +14

Source:  Afrique verte

Retail prices of white maize in Benin
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Cotonou Jun-14  220.00 0 0 -20

Malanville Jun-14  160.00 -3 -3 -20

Abomey Jun-14  155.00 -18 -18 -44

Djougou Jun-14  155.00 -11 -3 -18

Source:  Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la pêche, Office 
national d'appui à la sécurité alimentaire

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
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Maize Jun-14 60 000.00 0 -14 -29

Sorghum Jun-14 60 000.00 0 -8 -8

Source:  FEWSNET

Coarse grains prices remained generally stable
In Western Africa, in the Sahel, coarse grains prices remained generally stable, although those of millet seasonally strengthened in some 

markets. In most coastal countries, maize prices remained stable or declined, including in the key Kano regional market in northern 

Nigeria. These trends reflect adequate market supplies from the good 2013 harvests, as well as generally favourable prospects for the 

2014 cropping season across the subregion.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Jul-14 1 707.60 -7 -35 -25

Maize (yellow) Jul-14 1 792.09 -8 -27 -17

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg

180

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Liwonde Jun-14  77.45 +4 -35 -17

National Average Jul-14  77.61 +1 -19 -21

Nsanje Jul-14  91.69 -2 -12 -17

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Maize prices stable or declining 
In Southern Africa, maize prices  decreased further  or remained stable  in July, after a period of strong seasonal declines reflecting the 

bumper aggregate 2014 maize output.  Production gains in most countries contributed to lower year-on-year prices, particularly in South 

Africa, Mozambique and Malawi.  

Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Jul-14  1.43 -7 -33 +2

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Jul-14  2.93 -1 0 +21

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Jul-14  2.23 -3 -5 +22

Source:  Central Statistical Office

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Jul-14  5.96 +14 -20 -51

Nampula Jul-14  8.00 +8 -20 -11

Manica Jul-14  6.86 -10 -27 -22

Montepuez Jul-14  9.52 0 -23 0

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique
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EASTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Diredawa Jul-14 5 887.50 +6 +8 -6

Mekele Jul-14 5 700.00 -1 -4 -12

Bahirdar Jul-14 5 325.00 0 -1 -20

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Nairobi Jul-14 28 164.00 -19 -14 -8

Eldoret Jul-14 34 578.00 -5 +2 +26

Nakuru Jul-14 32 558.00 -6 +2 +14

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Uganda, Lira Jul-14  280.70 -12 -10 +9

Uganda, Kampala Jul-14  265.44 -19 -18 -2

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Jul-14  325.36 +12 -18 +2

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Arusha

Jul-14  274.90 -5 -20 -38

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Mixed trends in cereal prices 
In Eastern Africa, prices of locally-produced cereals in July continued to decline in Uganda and in most markets of the United Republic 

of Tanzania with newly-harvested crops arriving into the market. Maize prices decreased also in Kenya, following substantial imports 

from neighbouring countries. In Ethiopia, maize prices remained stable due to supplies from the secondary belg harvest, about to be 

completed, and the bumper 2013 main meher crop.  By contrast, in the Sudan, sorghum prices reached new records in July, reflecting 

a poor 2013 harvest. Coarse grains prices remained also high in Somalia, due to unfavourable prospects for the 2014 main gu season 

harvest, that has just begun, and civil insecurity.

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Jul-14 3 474.13 +5 +16 +81

Khartoum Jul-14 3 786.75 +8 +16 +84

El Obeid Jul-14 3 815.68 +7 +21 +89

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan
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Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Jul-14 7 712.50 +5 +7 +12

Rice (20% broken) Jul-14 7 837.50 +6 +7 +13

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg

450

250

300

350

400

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Jul
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Jul-14  388.45 +2 +5 +3

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Jul-14 1 600.00 0 0 -11

Kampong Chhnang Jul-14 1 777.00 0 0 -19

Banteay Meanchey Jul-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Jul-14 1 433.00 +19 +10 -21

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Jul-14  5.98 0 +1 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Jul-14  4.54 0 +1 +3

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Prices of rice were mostly unchanged or increased in July, those of wheat weakening or stable 
In most countries of the subregion, domestic rice prices showed little change in July compared to the previous month, but increased in 

exporters, Viet Nam, reflecting strong export demand and Thailand, mainly due to the suspension of rice sales from public stocks. In 

the Philippines, rice prices strengthened further in July reaching record levels, mainly as a result of lower imports in previous months, 

coupled with concerns about localized crop losses, following Typhoon Glenda in mid-July. Wheat and wheat flour quotations weakened 

or remained mostly unchanged in July, after declines in previous months with the 2014 good harvests.
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Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Jul-14  33.74 +2 -1 +2

Wheat (flour) Jul-14  32.05 0 -4 -4

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Jul-14  25.00 -7 -11 +4

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Jul-14  29.00 -3 +2 +1

Kandahar, Wheat (flour) Jul-14  28.02 -2 +1 +9

Kandahar, Wheat Jul-14  28.62 -2 -1 +20

Source:  Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) - WFP

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Jul-14  34.00 0 -9 -4

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Jul-14  43.89 +3 -1 0

Lahore, Wheat Jul-14  33.12 0 -12 0

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Jul-14  38.38 +2 -3 +5

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Jul-14  30.27 +1 +1 +1

Mumbai, Wheat Jul-14  24.14 -6 -7 -7

New Delhi, Rice Jul-14  29.59 +1 +7 +6

New Delhi, Wheat Jul-14  19.18 -2 +2 +7

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs
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Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Jul-14  255.25 -9 -13 +1

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Jul-14  270.00 0 +11 -8

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Jul-14  253.75 -8 -13 +2

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Jul-14  31.97 +1 +4 +8

Bishkek Jul-14  31.21 +1 +3 +3

Batken Jul-14  29.67 0 +2 +10

Naryn Jul-14  31.12 +1 +1 +7

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Jul-14  2.90 0 +5 0

Khatlon Jul-14  2.88 +1 +5 -3

Sughd Jul-14  2.65 0 +9 -2

National Average Jul-14  2.81 0 +6 -1

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Domestic prices of wheat flour remain relatively unchanged, while those of potatoes 
decline markedly 
Wheat export prices fell significantly in July in Ukraine and in the Russian Federation, as a result of the ongoing harvests of the 2014 

winter crops, anticipated to be good, while they remained unchanged in Kazakhstan, where the harvest will start in mid-August. In 

most importing countries of the subregion, domestic prices of wheat and wheat products remained generally unchanged in July. In 

Kyrgyzstan, an anticipated drop in wheat production due to drought is supporting wheat prices. By contrast, prices of staple potatoes 

plummeted for the second consecutive month across the subregion, with the arrival into the markets of the new crops. 

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread 
(high grade flour)

Jul-14  478.00 0 +1 0

National Average, Wheat 
(flour, high grade)

Jul-14  421.00 0 +1 +3

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia
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Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Jul-14  141.00 -30 -53 -30

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Bishkek Jul-14  29.62 -36 -19 +5

Batken Jul-14  23.81 -40 -22 -3

Osh Jul-14  20.90 -54 -46 -21

Jalal-Abad Jul-14  23.75 -44 -38 -13

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Jul-14  2.53 -25 -33 +32

Dushanbe Jul-14  2.50 -24 -34 +39

Khatlon Jul-14  2.59 -19 -32 +26

Sughd Jul-14  2.50 -32 -32 +32

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Jul-14  0.79 -34 -52 -8

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia
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Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, 
Guatemala City

Jul-14  411.40 +4 +9 -7

El Salvador, San Salvador Jul-14  406.12 +10 +30 +19

Nicaragua, Managua Jul-14  389.18 -3 +32 -14

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Jul-14  405.46 +6 +25 -13

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Maize prices continued to seasonally strengthen. Red bean prices reached new highs
Maize prices in most of Central America increased seasonally in July but remained well below their year-earlier levels, except in El 

Salvador, where prices rose sharply in July supported by deteriorated national production prospects. In Mexico, the main producer in the 

subregion, and in Haiti, prices remained unchanged and relatively low reflecting adequate market supplies. Red bean prices continued 

their increasing trend since the beginning of the year reaching record or near-record levels.  Prices are being supported by low regional 

supplies following the 2013/14 reduced outputs. To limit the price rises, the governments of the region have signed agreements to import 

beans at a zero tariff, mainly from Ethiopia.

Wholesale prices of red beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Jul-14 2 287.12 +25 +54 +192

Nicaragua, Managua Jul-14 2 034.78 +10 +50 +197

El Salvador, San Salvador Jul-14 2 034.34 +31 +76 +204

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Dirección General de 
Economía Agropecuaria, MAG



GIEWS Global food price monitor

8 August 2014 11

Cereal prices stable or declined in July but those of wheat still higher than a year earlier 
Wheat prices remained generally stable  in most of the subregion but were still higher than a year earlier in southern countries, on account 

of limited exportable supplies in the region’s main exporter Argentina. In Bolivia, however, prices declined significantly in July and were 

lower than a year earlier, mainly reflecting increased imports from the United States. Yellow maize prices continued to decline in July in 

the main producers and exporters, Argentina and Brazil, and were well below their levels in July 2013. Elsewhere in the subregion, prices 

were unchanged in July and at relatively low levels. Overall, prices have been pushed down by good supplies from recently concluded or 

almost completed harvests.

SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Jul-14  916.80 +3 +3 +17

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Jul-14  706.80 -8 -2 -22

Argentina, Buenos Aires Jul-14  550.00 -2 -4 +10

Uruguay, 
National Average

Jul-14  820.00 +1 0 +24

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Jul-14  390.00 0 -22 -2

Brazil, São Paulo Jul-14  164.20 -10 -21 -2

Argentina, Rosario Jul-14  138.93 -10 -20 -18

Peru, Lima Jul-14  450.00 0 +12 +2

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from June to July depending on series.
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n International prices of wheat and maize in August continued the declining 
trend of the past few months reflecting the favourable outlook for 2014 
global production; by contrast, rice quotations increased further. Overall, 
cereal export prices were below their levels of a year earlier.

n In Central America, maize prices rose sharply in August with deteriorating 
prospects for the 2014 main season crop being harvested. Red bean 
prices continued at all-time highs, more than doubling their levels of 
August last year. 

n In most African countries, cereal prices were at relatively low levels with 
the main exception of Somalia, the Sudan and South Sudan, affected by 
poor harvests, civil conflict and trade disruptions. In the areas affected 
by the outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease, price spikes were recorded in 
recent months.

n In Western Africa, coarse grain prices remained overall stable or declined 
and were significantly lower than a year earlier. However, the Ebola Virus 
Disease outbreak, which restricted trade flows and caused market disruptions, 
has led food prices to increase in some markets of the affected countries, 
particularly in Liberia.  

n In Southern Africa, maize prices were at generally low levels, with seasonal 
increases in August at a slower pace than in the corresponding period last 
year. Ample supplies from the bumper 2014 harvests limited price gains. 

n In Eastern Africa, cereal prices declined in several countries in August 
with the arrival of the new harvests into the markets and good regional 
supplies. Overall, prices were well below their year-earlier levels, with the 
exception of Somalia, the Sudan and conflict-affected areas of South Sudan.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices in August remained generally stable, but 
increased in exporting countries as a result of strong export demand. 
Prices of wheat and wheat flour were stable or strengthening.

n In CIS importing countries, prices of wheat products were largely unchanged 
in August and around their year-earlier levels.  Prices of  staple potatoes 
continued to fall in most countries of the subregion reflecting good availabilities 
from the  2014 harvests.

n In Central America, seasonal maize price rises in August were exacerbated 
by the anticipated reduction of the 2014 main harvest, affected by 
drought. However, increased maize imports in recent months have 
limited gains and prices remained generally below or around their 
year-  earlier levels, except in El Salvador. Red bean prices persisted at 
record or near- record highs.

n In South America, wheat flour prices decreased in August with the good 
outlook for the forthcoming 2014 wheat harvests and adequate import 
levels.  However, prices still remained higher than a year earlier. Maize prices 
declined or were stable due to ample supplies from the recently-concluded or 
ongoing 2014 harvests.

INTERNATIONAL CEREAL                          2 
PRICES 

WESTERN AFRICA:   3 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad, 
Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Guinea, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone 

SOUTHERN AFRICA:  4             
South Africa, Mozambique, Malawi, 
Lesotho, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
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EASTERN AFRICA:   6 
The United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, the 
Sudan, South Sudan   
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Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, 
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CIS - Asia and Europe:   11  
The Russian Federation, Ukraine, 
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Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia  

CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
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Paraguay, Ecuador, Peru 
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

Export prices of wheat and maize continued to 
decline in August, those of rice increased further

n	 International wheat prices declined for the third 

consecutive month in August. The benchmark US wheat 

(No.2 Hard Red Winter) averaged USD 285 per tonne, 10 percent 

below the corresponding period in 2013. Another record global 

crop in prospect, coupled with strong export competition, 

continued to weigh on international prices. However, concerns 

about crop quality in some countries and the political turmoil in 

Ukraine prevented further declines in prices.

n	 Export prices of maize continued to fall further in 

August, with the benchmark US maize (No.2, Yellow) averaging 

USD 175 per tonne, about one-third lower than its level a year 

earlier. The decline in prices reflects the positive outlook for the 

2014/15 global supplies, mainly due to an expected record output 

in the United States, the world’s largest maize producer, where 

crops are reported to be mostly in good to excellent condition 

with yields anticipated at all-time highs.

n	 International rice prices increased in August for the 

third consecutive month. The tendency for prices to firm was 

common to virtually all Asian origins, reflecting a shortening of 

supplies ahead of major harvests due in the last quarter of the 

year and brisk import demand. Failure by Thailand to release 

large volumes from Government stocks starting in August, as 

originally announced, contributed to the market tightness. As 

a result, the benchmark Thai white 100%B price was 4.3 percent 

up compared to July, at USD 458 per tonne, its highest level since 

December 2013. 
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Aug-14  180.00 -10 0 -8

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Aug-14  190.00 0 +15 -10

Niger, Niamey Aug-14  220.00 -2 -6 -12

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Jul-14 60 000.00 0 0 -27

Sorghum Jul-14 60 000.00 0 0 -5

Source:  FEWSNET

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Aug-14  102.00 -14 -15 -15

Lomé Aug-14  208.00 -1 -1 -10

Korbongou Aug-14  106.00 -5 -9 -34

Kara Aug-14  132.00 -5 -15 -19

Source:  Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Pêche

Cereal prices generally stable and at low levels, 
except in areas of countries affected by the Ebola 
Virus Disease
In Western Africa, prices of locally-produced sorghum, millet and 

maize remained mostly stable in August and were significantly below 

the corresponding period last year, reflecting adequate supplies 

from last year’s good production, as well as generally favourable 

prospects for the 2014 cropping season across the subregion. In 

coastal countries along the Gulf of Guinea, the beginning of the 

2014 first harvesting season has put downward pressure on prices 

in some markets. However, in countries affected by the Ebola Virus 

Disease outbreak, restricted trade flows and market disruptions led 

to significant food price spikes in some areas. 

In the Sahel, in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, millet and 

sorghum prices in August remained stable or declined in some 

markets. In particular, millet prices dropped sharply in Bamako, the 

capital city of Mali and in the Maradi market in Niger. Overall, in 

these countries, coarse grain prices were considerably below their 

levels in August 2013.

In Chad, by contrast, millet prices increased seasonally in 

most markets in July. Prices have been less stable than in other 

Sahelian  countries during the current 2013/14 marketing year 

(November/October) due to the sharp decline in the 2013 cereal 

production. 

In coastal areas, in Nigeria, maize prices remained mostly 

unchanged from May to July in the main northern Kano market  

after several months of instability. Increased supplies from 

the new 2014 harvest in the southern part of the country and 

generally favourable prospects in the main producing regions 

of the North contributed to the price stability observed in 

recent months. 

In Benin and Togo, maize prices declined in most markets in 

July and August, as harvesting of the 2014 first season maize crop 

is underway.

In Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, the outbreak of the 

Ebola  Virus Disease has caused serious market disruptions and 

restricted trade flows both internally and across borders. Despite 

favourable prospects for the 2014 main crop harvesting season, 

due to widespread good rains throughout the cropping season 

in the Mano River subregion, trade disruptions, combined with 

a significant depreciation of the local currencies, with all three 

countries net cereal importers, have caused food prices spikes in 

some areas, particularly of Liberia.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Aug-14 1 728.24 +1 -13 -25

Maize (yellow) Aug-14 1 795.05 0 -12 -16

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Liwonde Aug-14  88.41 +7 +19 -30

National Average Aug-14  78.81 +2 -2 -32

Nsanje Aug-14  101.05 +10 +7 -17

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Aug-14  6.66 +12 -19 -33

Nampula Aug-14  8.00 0 -3 -32

Manica Aug-14  8.00 +17 0 -22

Montepuez Aug-14  9.52 0 0 0

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Bumper 2014 maize harvests limit seasonal 
price increases
In Southern Africa, maize prices in August remained relatively 

unchanged or increased seasonally but at a slower rate than in the 

corresponding period last year. Large subregional and domestic 

supplies, following the bumper 2014 maize harvests, between 

April and June, limited  price gains in August and kept prices below 

their year-earlier levels in most countries.

In South Africa, prices of maize remained virtually unchanged 

in August, following several months of sharp decreases. The 

bumper 2014 maize harvest, about 20 percent above the previous 

year’s output, was the main contributor to the steep declines in 

the preceding months. Lower international prices added to the 

downward pressure, but large volumes of exports, particularly 

of yellow maize to Asia coupled with strong domestic demand, 

attributed to the low prices, halted the declines last month. 

However, prices remained well below their year-earlier levels. 

In Mozambique, maize prices remained stable or increased 

seasonally in the past month. Overall, prices were still one-third 

below their levels in August last year, reflecting the bumper maize 

output in 2014. The appreciation of the Metical, the national 

currency, against the South African Rand also contributed to easing 

inflationary pressure on imported maize. In the southern city of 

Chokwe, maize prices in August were some of the lowest in the 

country, which sharply contrasts to the previous season’s levels. 

In Malawi, seasonal price gains for maize were observed in 

August, but prices increased at a slower pace than at the same 

period last year and still remained well below their levels of a year 

earlier, reflecting the good 2014 production. The stabilization of 

the Kwacha, the national currency, following a slight appreciation 

earlier in the year, has additionally contributed to easing inflationary 
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Jul-14  5.00 -6 +3 +6

Qacha's Nek Jul-14  4.30 -4 -2 -2

Mount Moorosi Jul-14  4.75 -6 -5 -1

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Aug-14  1.49 +4 -17 -1

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Aug-14  2.89 -1 -3 +13

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Aug-14  2.07 -7 -10 +11

Source:  Central Statistical Office

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Aug-14 1 225.33 +1 0 -7

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Aug-14 1 172.89 +1 -1 -12

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

pressure on imported food items. The resulting 5 percent decline 

in fuel prices since the beginning of September is expected to limit 

upward pressure on food prices in the coming months. 

In Lesotho, prices of maize meal posted declines in August, 

largely in response to the lower prices in South Africa, which 

supplies about 50 percent of the country’s domestic requirements. 

Prices were close to their year-earlier levels in several markets, 

except in the capital Maseru. 

In Zambia, minor seasonal price increases for maize grain were 

observed in August, after sharp declines in the previous months 

that followed the record 2014 harvest. Prices still remained below 

their year-earlier levels mainly attributed to this year’s large 

national surplus, estimated at about 1 million tonnes. By contrast, 

maize meal prices, which had remained more stable in previous 

months, declined in August in response to lower grain prices. 

However, the removal of the maize and fuel subsidies in 2013 

limited stronger losses. The procurement of 500 000 tonnes by the 

Food Reserve Agency to restock the strategic grain reserves was 

completed in August. 

In Zimbabwe, prices in the capital Harare continued their 

declining trend that started in April and were lower than a year 

earlier as a result of the significant increase in 2014 production, 

which nearly doubled compared to the previous year’s output. 

In Madagascar, prices of rice edged slightly higher 

this  month. Lower market supplies and high transportation 

costs contributed to the price gains, which were more 

pronounced in the deficit producing southern regions. The price 

differential between local and imported rice also narrowed in 

August, in  response to decreasing supplies of domestically 

produced varieties. 
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Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Aug-14  232.52 -17 -29 -7

Uganda, Kampala Aug-14  200.99 -24 -40 -24

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Aug-14  244.81 -25 -10 -23

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Iringa

Aug-14  255.64 -6 -39 -41

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Nairobi Aug-14 24 572.00 -13 -32 -20

Eldoret Aug-14 29 985.00 -13 -16 +5

Kisumu Aug-14 37 926.00 -4 +8 +22

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices declined to low levels in several 
countries in August but remained high in others
In Eastern Africa, prices of locally-produced cereals in August 

declined sharply in Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania 

where the bulk of the newly-harvested crops improved local 

availability. Maize prices decreased significantly also in Kenya, 

following substantial imports. By contrast, high cereal prices, often 

at record levels, were registered in Somalia, the Sudan and parts of 

South Sudan due to inadequate supplies from poor harvests and 

depleted stocks, as well as trade disruptions from floods and civil 

conflicts.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, maize price declines 

continued at faster rates in August, as the bulk of the 2014 Msimu 

and Masika seasons’ crops began to reach the main markets. In the 

capital Dar Es Salaam wholesale market, maize prices fell by one-

quarter in July and were about half the records reached in March 

2014. Rice prices also decreased markedly in August and were 

slightly below their year-earlier levels.

In Uganda, prices of maize declined sharply in August in most 

markets as crops from the first season harvest increased local 

supplies. Despite the sustained export demand from neighbouring 

Kenya, South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, maize 

prices were between 10 and 25 percent below last year’s August 

levels. Prices of important staples like beans and cassava flour 

were generally stable, but those of cooking bananas (matooke) 

increased by over 30 percent in the main Kampala market.

In Kenya, maize prices declined substantially for the second 

consecutive month in the main markets, following the significant 

flow of imports from the United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda. 

In the capital Nairobi, maize prices were 20 percent below their 

levels a year earlier. Such sharp declines may negatively impact 

farm-gate prices of the 2014 main long rains season maize crop, 

for harvest from October in western parts of the country, and 

negatively affect plantings of the secondary short rains season 

maize crop from November in southern and coastal regions.

In Ethiopia, prices of maize were stable in August in most 

monitored markets, with moderate increases in some agro-pastoral 

zones, such as Diredawa and Jijiga. In general, August prices were 

between 10 and 25 percent below their year-earlier levels, due to 

ample stocks from the bumper 2013 main Meher harvest, as well as 

increased availability from the recently-completed secondary Belg 

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Aug-14 6 000.00 +3 +8 -9

Mekele Aug-14 5 675.00 0 +1 -22

Bahirdar Aug-14 5 233.30 -1 -2 -25

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise
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EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Aug-14 3 867.60 +11 +27 +106

Khartoum Aug-14 4 094.75 +8 +24 +93

El Obeid Aug-14 4 345.00 +14 +27 +101

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Aug-14 7 050.00 -12 +21 +147

Marka, Maize (white) Aug-14 9 475.00 -11 -15 +63

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Aug-14 9 300.00 0 +55 +75

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Aug-14 10 600.00 0 +18 +61

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

season harvest.

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced coarse grains declined 

in August in most markets with the harvest of the 2014 Gu 

season crops. However, prices of maize and sorghum remained 

at very high levels after rising sharply in the past months with 

expectations of a reduced crop. Exceptional increases, with prices 

twice their levels earlier in the year, were registered in Hudur town 

and in some markets in Middle Shabelle and Hiraan due also to 

the scaling back of humanitarian assistance operations. Prices of 

imported rice remained at around the same levels of a year earlier 

due to low international prices and improved functioning of the 

main entry ports.

In the Sudan, prices of sorghum and millet reached new record 

highs in most markets as stocks from last year’s poor harvest have 

been depleted and the lean season progresses. Conflict in Darfur 

and South Kordofan States, as well as heavy rains since July, 

contributed to disrupt trade flows, especially in flood-affected 

areas of Blue Nile, Khartoum and North Darfur States, and provided 

further price support. In August, sorghum prices, in nominal terms, 

were double their levels of a year earlier in the main markets of 

Khartoum, Port Sudan and El Obeid. Similar trends were observed 

for millet which in August was traded in Khartoum at prices almost 

three times higher than a year earlier. Prices of mostly imported 

wheat, an important staple in urban areas, increased by 20 percent 

in August in the capital Khartoum and were well above their year-

earlier levels in both nominal and real terms. 

In South Sudan, prices of white sorghum in July remained stable 

in the capital Juba as a result of imports from neighbouring countries 

and food aid distributions, while seasonally increased in Wau and 

Aweil by 10 and 15 percent, respectively. By contrast, in conflict-

affected Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States, despite the start of 

the green harvest, civil insecurity and seasonal deterioration of road 

conditions continued to disrupt both domestic and cross-border 

trade, underpinning prices which were at exceptionally high levels.
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Aug-14 1 600.00 0 0 -11

Kampong Chhnang Aug-14 1 760.00 -1 -1 -17

Banteay Meanchey Aug-14 1 800.00 0 0 +12

Battambang Aug-14 1 517.00 +6 +38 -24

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg

9000

6000

7000

8000

Aug
14

Jun
14

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Aug
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Aug-14 8 375.00 +9 +13 +17

Rice (20% broken) Aug-14 8 775.00 +12 +16 +21

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Aug-14  384.46 -1 +3 0

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Prices of rice remained generally unchanged but 
increased in exporting countries, those of wheat 
stable or strengthening
Domestic rice prices increased in August in main exporting 

countries of the subregion, particularly in Viet Nam, 

underpinned by strong export demand. Prices rose also in 

Sri Lanka, reflecting this year’s reduced production. Elsewhere, 

rice prices remained relatively unchanged, although at record 

levels in the Philippines and Indonesia. Wheat and wheat 

flour quotations stayed generally stable following the 2014 

good outputs, despite moderate increases in some markets of 

Pakistan and India. 

In Viet Nam, rice prices increased markedly in August and were 

considerably higher than a year earlier. Strong import demand, 

particularly from China, supported prices and more than offset 

the downward pressure from the progress of the secondary 2014 

summer-autumn crop harvest, expected at a good level. 

In Thailand, domestic rice prices strengthened further in 

August despite the resumption of rice releases from Government 

stocks, as volumes were reduced and lower than anticipated. 

Overall, however, prices remained at relatively low levels. 

In Cambodia, wholesale rice prices remained stable in most 

markets, although they increased steeply for the third consecutive 

month in Battambang, the main producer and exporter market, 

due to sustained export demand. In general, prices in August were 

still well below their levels a year earlier. 

In Myanmar, rice prices softened somewhat in August after 

the steady increases in previous months due to sustained demand 

from China.
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Aug-14  34.10 +1 +2 +1

Wheat (flour) Aug-14  31.73 -1 -4 -3

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Aug-14  5.99 0 +1 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Aug-14  4.55 0 +1 +3

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Aug-14 9 058.80 +2 +3 +7

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Aug-14  40.57 +1 +4 +17

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Aug-14  43.98 +1 +4 +16

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular 

and well-milled rice varieties continued to strengthen in 

August reaching record highs. The increasing trend reflects 

dwindling stock levels, which have prompted the Government to 

increase imports. 

In Indonesia, average prices of medium quality rice increased 

slightly in August but reached record highs. Prices were above 

their year-earlier levels both in nominal and real terms, supported 

by a contraction of the 2014 paddy output.

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

unchanged in August, following good supplies from the 2014 

record production and increased import volumes. 

In Bangladesh, rice prices rose marginally in August, mainly 

as a result of the continuation of the Government’s procurement 

purchases of the 2014 main season, which finished at the end of 

the month. By contrast, prices of wheat flour eased somewhat 

with continuing releases through the Public Food Distribution 

System (PFDS). 
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Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Aug-14  34.00 0 -5 -7

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Aug-14  44.46 +1 0 -2

Lahore, Wheat Aug-14  34.44 +4 +5 0

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Aug-14  39.88 +4 +6 +3

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Aug-14  30.00 -1 0 +6

Mumbai, Wheat Aug-14  24.83 +3 -4 -3

New Delhi, Rice Aug-14  29.89 +1 +3 +10

New Delhi, Wheat Aug-14  20.05 +5 0 +11

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in 
Afghanistan
Afghani per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Kabul, Wheat Aug-14  26.00 +4 -7 +13

Kabul, Wheat (flour) Aug-14  27.88 -4 -3 +2

Kandahar, Wheat (flour) Aug-14  27.65 -1 -3 +5

Kandahar, Wheat Aug-14  28.35 -1 -3 +18

Source:  Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) - WFP

In Sri Lanka, rice prices increased sharply in August to record 

highs and were almost one-quarter higher than their year-earlier 

levels. Prices were underpinned by a sharp contraction in the 2014 

paddy production. By contrast, wheat flour quotations remained 

generally unchanged and close to their year-earlier levels.

In India, domestic prices of rice in August were generally 

stable. Wheat prices were also unchanged but they increased in 

some markets. Despite plenty domestic availabilities from a 2014 

record wheat harvest and ample reserves, prices are supported by 

large Government purchases and export demand.  

In Pakistan, prices of wheat and wheat flour strengthened 

in several markets for the second consecutive month in August, 

supported by informal exports to neighbouring countries. 

In Afghanistan, the 2014 above-average wheat harvest 

maintained relatively stable wheat grain and flour prices in August 

compared to the previous month. However, while imported flour 

prices were around their year-earlier levels, wheat grain prices 

lingered higher despite adequate domestic supplies.  
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Aug-14  245.00 -4 -15 -3

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Aug-14  268.75 0 +2 -7

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Aug-14  246.00 -3 -14 -1

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Aug-14  2.90 0 +3 0

Khatlon Aug-14  2.90 +1 +5 -3

Sughd Aug-14  2.68 +1 +3 -1

National Average Aug-14  2.83 +1 +4 -1

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Aug-14  32.07 0 +2 +8

Bishkek Aug-14  31.21 0 +2 +3

Osh Aug-14  34.17 0 -2 +18

Jalal-Abad Aug-14  32.67 +1 -3 +14

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Aug-14  21.93 -19 -51 -10

Bishkek Aug-14  22.82 -23 -50 -10

Osh Aug-14  21.36 +2 -56 -7

Jalal-Abad Aug-14  22.31 -6 -51 -19

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Domestic prices of wheat flour and bread in 
importing countries were generally stable, while 
those of potatoes continued to fall
In most importing countries of the subregion, prices of wheat 

products remained largely unchanged in August and around their 

year-earlier levels, with the exception of Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan 

where prices were supported by production shortfalls this year and 

higher fuel costs. By contrast, prices of potatoes, another staple, 

reduced sharply in several countries,  with good supplies from the 

2014 harvests.

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

continued to decline in August, but at a slower pace compared to 

the previous month, and were slightly below their year-earlier levels. 

The downward pressure on prices from the  bumper 2014 winter 

harvests, virtually completed by the end of August, was partly offset 

by strong export demand that contributed to the slowing price 

decreases. In Kazakhstan, where the harvest is currently underway, 

prices remained unchanged for the third consecutive month.

In Kyrgyzstan, prices of wheat flour remained stable over the 

past months but were higher than a year earlier in several markets, 

as a result of the anticipated reduction of the 2014 crop, following 

below-average rainfall during the crucial periods of the growing 

season. Prices of potatoes generally plummeted in August, 

declining for the third consecutive month and were well below 

their levels at the same time last year, reflecting good supplies 

from the 2014 harvest. 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Aug-14  0.84 +6 -54 0

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Azerbaijan
Manat per kg
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available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Aug-14  0.72 -6 -30 +26

Source:  State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Aug-14  2.30 -9 -42 +13

Dushanbe Aug-14  2.40 -4 -40 +14

Khatlon Aug-14  2.43 -6 -37 +15

Sughd Aug-14  2.06 -18 -48 +11

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

In Tajikistan, prices of wheat flour were similar to their levels 

registered in previous months and around those of  a year earlier. 

Despite improved availabilities from the recently-concluded 

harvest, prices were supported by increased transport costs. Prices 

of potatoes, another key staple, recorded sharp seasonal declines 

for the third consecutive month in August, but still remained 

considerably higher than their year-earlier levels. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat products remained unchanged 

in August, although those of wheat flour were higher than a year 

earlier in nominal and real terms. Prices of potatoes, another 

key staple, were still one-quarter of their values in August last 

year, after sharply declining since last May. The rise in fuel costs, 

following the increase in import tariffs at the beginning of this 

year, has underpinned food prices. 

In Georgia*, while prices of wheat flour and bread remained 

almost at the same level in August, those of potatoes, another 

important staple of the country, increased moderately, after the 

sharp reductions of previous months. Overall, prices of the two 

staple commodities were close to their levels of a year earlier. 

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour and bread showed no 

changes compared to the previous month, despite a good 2014 

production, following the Government’s agricultural support 

measures.  By contrast, prices of potatoes registered a significant 

increase, rising to the same level as a year earlier.  

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Bread 
(high grade flour)

Aug-14  478.00 0 0 0

National Average, Wheat 
(flour, high grade)

Aug-14  421.00 0 +1 +4

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, 
Guatemala City

Aug-14  432.52 +5 +11 0

El Salvador, San Salvador Aug-14  477.40 +10 +52 +41

Nicaragua, Managua Aug-14  440.88 +13 +18 -8

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Aug-14  405.68 0 +18 -13

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Aug-14 1 928.08 -16 +4 +142

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Aug-14 2 068.00 +2 +23 +196

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Aug-14 1 200.54 +21 +25 +30

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Aug-14 2 457.40 +15 +74 +288

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize prices rose markedly in August and those 
of beans persisted at record or near-record levels
In most countries of the subregion, maize prices increased 

seasonally in August but at a higher pace than in previous years 

due to expectations of a drought-reduced 2014 main first season 

harvest, currently underway. However, increased imports in the past 

few months and distribution of governments’ food reserves have 

kept prices below their levels of a year earlier, with the exception 

of El Salvador, where prices in August were more than 40 percent 

higher and the highest in the subregion. In Guatemala, despite 

the entry of the new crop into the markets, prices strengthened 

moderately in August and remained marginally lower than a year 

earlier (in local currency), partly reflecting the distribution of 

Government maize reserves to the drought-affected population. 

The Government is also planning to import maize to boost local 

supplies. In Nicaragua, maize prices increased sharply in August, 

but were still below their levels of a year earlier following significant 

tariff-free imports in July. Additional maize imports are planned 

to prevent further price increases. In Honduras, despite the poor 

harvest in prospect, prices remained unchanged in August and 

below their levels from August 2013 as food distributions in the 

drought-affected areas have helped to contain price increases. By 

contrast, in Mexico, maize prices continue at record lows due to 

large supplies as a result of consecutive record crops.

Red bean prices persisted at record or near-record levels 

in August, despite significant imports from Ethiopia by most 

countries of the subregion. Low stock levels due to last year’s 

reduced regional production, particularly in Nicaragua, the 

main producer and regional exporter, and an anticipated 

drought-reduced first season red bean crop underpinned 

prices. In Honduras, however, prices declined somewhat with 

recent imports and the new crop entering the markets, but 

they remained more than double their levels of August 2013. 

In Nicaragua, red bean prices continued to increase although 

at a slower rate than in previous months and were still three 

times higher than their level a year earlier. The Government has 

authorized an additional 10 000 tonnes of beans at a zero import 

tariff to prevent further price increases. In El Salvador, prices 

continued to increase sharply in August and were almost four 

times higher than a year earlier. The country normally imports 

most of its consumption needs from Nicaragua. In Guatemala, 

where mostly black beans are produced and consumed, prices 

surged in August and were significantly higher than their values a 

year earlier due to the drought-reduced first season harvest.

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice were unchanged 

in August, mirroring trends in export quotations from the United 

States, the country’s main supplier. Maize meal prices, the second 

most important staple food, were also stable in most markets and 

significantly lower than in August 2013. However, in the capital 

Port-au-Prince, prices spiked in August as the ongoing harvest 

has not yet entered the markets, but remained significantly below 

their year-earlier levels.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne

1200

200

400

600

800

1000

Aug
14

Jun
14

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Aug
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Aug-14  905.20 -2 -1 +14

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Aug-14  646.40 -9 -15 -30

Argentina, Buenos Aires Aug-14  510.00 -7 -9 +4

Uruguay, National 
Average

Aug-14  810.00 -1 0 +25

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in South 
America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Aug-14  390.00 0 -11 +3

Brazil, São Paulo Aug-14  151.53 -8 -23 0

Argentina, Rosario Aug-14  124.38 -10 -24 -20

Peru, Lima Aug-14  450.00 0 +5 +2

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego

Cereal prices declining or stable in August, but 
those of wheat flour still at high levels
In South American countries, wheat flour prices generally declined in 

August with favourable prospects for the forthcoming harvests and 

increased import volumes in recent months. In Brazil, flour prices 

remained unchanged (in local currency) in August, but those of 

grain fell by 8 percent with the positive outlook for the 2014 harvest, 

about to start, and adequate import levels. In Argentina, wheat 

flour prices declined moderately in August and were substantially 

below their peaks at the beginning of the year on expectations 

of a good 2014 wheat harvest and significant export restrictions. 

However, in local currency, wheat flour prices remained 57 percent 

above their August 2013 levels reflecting two consecutive years 

of below average production. In Bolivia, wheat flour prices fell 

markedly in August and were one-third lower than a  year earlier, 

with high volumes of  imports in the past few month, nine times 

higher than at the same period in 2013, and the anticipated good 

harvest in the main producing region of the country,  which is about 

to start. In Uruguay and Paraguay, wheat flour prices remained 

unchanged in August but well above their levels in August 2013, 

reflecting the high import demand in the subregion. In Ecuador 

and Peru, where wheat is mostly imported, prices remained around 

their levels of the previous month and slightly below those of a year 

earlier due to sufficient import volumes. 

Yellow maize prices remained unchanged or declined in August 

reflecting the large availability of maize in the subregion due to 

the good 2014 recently-completed or ongoing harvests. Overall, 

prices were around their levels of a year earlier, with the exception 

of Argentina, where despite a significant decrease in August, prices 

(in local currency) were some 20 percent higher than a year earlier. In 

Brazil, prices also fell in August, with an anticipated above-average 

crop of the 2014 second season being harvested. In Peru, prices 

remained unchanged following increased imports in recent months, 

particularly in August, that compensated shortfalls in this year’s 

production. In Ecuador, where a high producer support price (twice 

the international level) remains in place, maize prices remained 

unchanged for the third consecutive month, reflecting ample 

supplies from this year’s good harvest, about to be concluded.
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from July to August depending on series.
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Matooke

Sudan, Khartoum
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Millet

Mozambique, Manica
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Sudan, El Obeid
Sorghum (Feterita)
Sudan, Port Sudan

Millet

Kenya, Nairobi
Maize
Zimbabwe, Harare
Maize

Tanzania UR, Dar es Salaam
Maize

Uganda, Kampala
Maize
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Change in latest available prices compared to one year earlier (%)

Sudan, Khartoum
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Key messages
n Export prices of wheat and maize decreased further in September 

to multi-year lows, driven by expectations of large global supplies in 
2014/15. Even rice prices, which had been rising in previous months, fell 
in September.

n In countries affected by the Ebola virus, food price spikes have been 
recorded in some markets. In Guinea, overall, prices of the main 
staple, rice, remained stable or started to decline with the ongoing 
2014 harvest. In Liberia, where rice is mostly imported, prices rose in 
September driven by the depreciation of the national currency and 
increased transport costs.

n In Central America, prices of key staple, beans, were still at near-record 
levels in September despite some declines. Maize prices fell with the new 
harvest and increased imports.

n In Western Africa, in Sahelian countries, cereal prices remained generally 
stable and considerably lower than their levels a year earlier. In coastal 
countries, along the Gulf of Guinea, the progress of the 2014 first season 
harvest has put significant downward pressure on prices in several markets.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices rose seasonally but at moderate rates, and 
were generally below their year-earlier levels, reflecting the 2014 bumper outputs.

n In Eastern Africa, cereals prices continued to fall in September in several 
countries of the subregion, with improved supplies from the recently 
harvested crops and increased imports. In the Sudan and Somalia, however, 
prices remained well above their year-earlier levels despite weakening 
somewhat.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices remained overall stable in September but 
declined in main exporters, Viet Nam and Thailand, with the arrival of the 
new harvest and generally weak import demand. Wheat and wheat flour 
prices were mostly unchanged but at relatively high levels in some countries.

n In CIS countries, prices of staple wheat flour remained stable in September 
but in some countries were above their levels a year earlier, supported by 
production shortfalls and high fuel prices. Prices of potatoes stayed well 
below their peaks of mid-2014. 

n In Central America, white maize prices generally declined in September 
after having increased markedly in the previous month. The arrival into the 
markets of the 2014 main season crop, together with high volumes of imports, 
put downward pressure on prices. Beans prices eased but were still at near-
record levels.

n In South America, wheat flour prices further decreased in September with 
the start of the wheat harvest and the anticipated recovery of production 
in the subregion. Maize prices continued to decline as a result of abundant 
supplies following two consecutive bumper crops.

INTERNATIONAL CEREAL                          2 
PRICES 

WESTERN AFRICA:   3 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad, 
Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Senegal, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, Guinea 

SOUTHERN AFRICA:  5             
South Africa, Mozambique, Malawi, 
Zambia, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, 
Madagascar 

EASTERN AFRICA:   7 
The United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, the 
Sudan 

FAR EAST ASIA:   9 
Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,  
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 

CIS - Asia and Europe:   12  
The Russian Federation, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN:    14 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
El Salvador, Mexico, Haiti 

SOUTH AMERICA:                                      15 
Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina, Paraguay, 
Uruguay, Ecuador, Peru 

CHARTS: Largest changes in            16 
prices of key commodities 
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Cereal export prices declined in September, with 
those of wheat and maize well below their year-
earlier levels

n	 International wheat prices decreased further in 
September, although at a slower pace than in the previous 
three months. The benchmark US wheat (No.2 Hard Red Winter) 
averaged USD 279 per tonne, 11 percent lower than at the same 
time last year. The decline mainly reflects an anticipated record 
global crop in 2014 for the second consecutive year. Strong export 
competition coupled with an appreciation of the US dollar also 
weighed on prices. However, concerns about crop quality in 
some growing areas of the Unites States of America and Canada 
provided support.

n	 Export prices of maize declined markedly in September 
for the fifth consecutive month, with the benchmark US maize 
(No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 164 per tonne, more than 20 percent 
below the corresponding period in 2013 and the lowest level in 
the past four years. The upward revision of the 2014 production 
forecast in the United States of America and the abundant global 
supply outlook in 2014/15, pushed prices down. 

n	 International rice prices gave signs of weakness in 
September, reversing three months of steady increases. The price 
softening affected all origins, including Thailand, but also India, 
Pakistan and Viet Nam. The benchmark Thai rice (Thai White 
100% B) was quoted at USD 444 per tonne in September, 3 percent 
less than in August, reflecting a slowing import demand but also 
strong competition for markets, as the arrival of newly-harvested 
crops mounted the urgency to release storage space. Part of the 
price decline was also induced by a strengthening US dollar, the 
denominator of international prices.  
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Sep-14  180.00 0 -5 -3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Sep-14  190.00 0 +6 -10

Niger, Niamey Sep-14  215.00 -2 -9 -10

Source:  Afrique verte

Cereal prices weakened or remained stable, 
except in some markets of areas affected by the 
Ebola virus disease
In the Sahel, prices of locally-produced sorghum, millet and 

maize stayed relatively unchanged or declined in September 

and remained considerably lower than last year’s levels. In 

coastal countries, along the Gulf of Guinea, progress of the 

2014 first season crop harvests has put significant downward 

pressure on prices in several markets. The lower prices are 

driven by adequate supplies from last year’s good production, 

as well as generally favourable prospects for the 2014 cropping 

season in the major producing countries. However, food price 

spikes were registered in some markets of the areas affected 

by the Ebola virus disease outbreak, following restricted trade 

flows and market disruptions. 

Millet prices in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger remained 

generally stable in September but declined significantly in some 

markets, notably in Niger. Overall, coarse grain prices were well 

below their levels in September 2013.  In Chad, by contrast, prices 

in the current 2013/14 marketing year (November/October) have 

been less stable than in other Sahelian countries, due to the sharp 

decline in the 2013 cereal production. In August, millet prices 

continued to increase seasonally in most markets, although 

sorghum prices dropped by 25 percent in the important cereal 

producing region of Sahr. 

In coastal areas, in Nigeria, good supplies from the new 

2014 harvest in the southern part of the country and generally 

favourable prospects in the key producing regions of the North 

have kept cereal prices stable in recent months. Maize prices 

in August in the main northern Kano market stayed virtually 

Retail prices of millet in Chad
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Abeche Aug-14  280.00 0 +17 -3

N'Djamena Aug-14  306.00 +2 +7 +1

Moussoro Aug-14  330.00 +20 +18 +10

Moundou Aug-14  306.00 +27 +27 +9

Source:  FEWSNET
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Wholesale prices of maize and sorghum in Kano, 
Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Aug-14 60 000.00 0 0 -14

Sorghum Aug-14 60 000.00 0 0 0

Source:  FEWSNET

Retail prices of white maize in Benin
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Cotonou Aug-14  175.00 -20 -20 -22

Malanville Aug-14  135.00 -7 -18 -10

Abomey Aug-14  110.00 -29 -42 -37

Djougou Aug-14  145.00 0 -17 -17

Source:  Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la pêche, Office 
national d'appui à la sécurité alimentaire

unchanged for the fourth consecutive month, after high volatility 

in the first quarter of the year.

In Benin and Togo,  where harvesting of the 2014 first 

season maize crop is well advanced, maize prices continued their 

downward trend in most markets in August. The most significant 

price decline was observed in Abomey market in Benin, where 

maize prices dropped by 42 percent between June and August. 

In Senegal, prices of staple rice remained stable and around 

their levels in August last year in most markets. However, after the 

border closure with Guinea in August, prices of important cash 

crops, such as palm oil, have increased sharply. 

In countries affected by the outbreak of the Ebola virus 

disease, despite restricted domestic and cross-border trade flows, 

major entry seaports continued to function normally assuring 

imports of main staple, rice. In Liberia, prices of mostly imported 

rice rose sharply in several markets in September, as a result of 

the depreciation of the national currency in June and July and 

increased transport costs. In Sierra Leone, prices of imported rice, 

the most consumed during the lean season, remained below their 

year-earlier levels in August and early September despite price 

spikes at local level. Government food deliveries to quarantined 

areas have contributed to keep markets relatively well supplied. 

The recent sharp appreciation of the local currency, after the 

depreciation of the previous months, is likely to lower the upward 

pressure on prices of imported food commodities. The ongoing 

harvest of the 2014 paddy crop, prospects for which are favourable, 

is also expected to result in a decrease in local rice prices. In Guinea, 

prices of domestically-produced rice remained stable or declined in 

September, reflecting the good outlook for the 2014 harvest, which 

has just started. 

WESTERN AFRICA (continued)
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Sep-14 1 723.19 0 -6 -25

Maize (yellow) Sep-14 1 746.95 -3 -10 -18

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Sep-14  75.25 -5 -3 -34

Nsanje Sep-14  103.05 +2 +10 -14

Lizulu Sep-14  57.04 -13 +na -46

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Sep-14  7.78 +17 +49 -17

Nampula Sep-14  8.57 +7 +15 -39

Manica Sep-14  8.00 0 +5 -22

Montepuez Sep-14  9.52 0 0 -9

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

Maize prices rise seasonally, but ample supplies 
keep prices below 2013’s levels
Prices of maize in Southern Africa increased seasonally, but at 

moderate rates in most countries, and remained below their 

year-earlier levels. These patterns largely reflect the favourable 

supply situation, following the bumper 2014 harvests, with 

aggregate production estimated to be about 20 percent higher 

than the previous year’s output. 

Prices of maize in South Africa remained virtually unchanged 

this month. Downward pressure that stems from the large 

domestic supplies, following a sharp rebound in the 2014 white 

maize output, was largely offset by strong export demand and a 

slight weakening of the exchange rate; an estimated 1.3 million 

tonnes have been exported since May, mainly to Asia. Domestic 

prices have also come under downward pressure from lower 

international prices. 

In Mozambique, maize prices rose seasonally in central 

and southern markets, but were more stable in the north. Prices 

still remain below their year earlier-levels mainly reflecting the 

improved 2014 harvest. In addition, lower grain prices in South 

Africa, which supplies maize to the structurally deficit south, 

exerted further downward price pressure, contributing to the 

lower year-on-year levels.

In Malawi, overall, maize prices fell slightly and remain well 

below their levels of the previous year, reflecting favourable maize 

supplies at the national level. In addition, upward price pressure 

has been limited due to the delay of institutional purchases by the 

Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC), 

the reduction in transportation costs following the recent 5 percent 

cut in fuel prices and generally stable exchange rates. 
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg

6

3

4

5

Aug
14

Jun
14

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Aug
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Aug-14  4.85 -3 -6 +8

Qacha's Nek Aug-14  4.30 0 -3 -6

Mount Moorosi Aug-14  4.75 0 -5 0

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Sep-14  1.58 +6 +3 +5

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Sep-14  2.81 -3 -5 +10

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Sep-14  2.00 -3 -13 +6

Source:  Central Statistical Office

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Rice (imported)

Sep-14 1 254.50 +2 +4 -7

National Average, 
Rice (local)

Sep-14 1 232.25 +5 +8 -9

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

In Zambia, prices of maize grain continued to rise seasonally 

in September, while those of maize meal declined. The large 

procurement programme by the Food Reserve Agency, which 

increased its purchase price to ZMK 70 per 50 kg (up from 

ZMK 65 in 2013),  as well as the removal of maize and fuel 

subsidies, contributed to applying upward price pressure. These 

factors offset the impact of the record 2014 maize harvest and 

contributed to maintaining prices above their year-earlier levels.

In Lesotho, following declines in the previous months, prices 

of maize meal have remained stable and were close to their 

year-earlier values. Lower prices from Lesotho’s main supplier of 

maize, South Africa – satisfying nearly 50 percent of the country’s 

needs – contributed to the decreasing and stable prices in 

recent months. However, stagnant domestic production in 2014 

maintained some upward price pressure and limited further 

declines. 

In Zimbabwe, prices of maize in Harare, after declining 

sharply since March following a strong rebound in the 2014 maize 

output, were unchanged in August and still remain below their 

year-earlier values. However, at the regional level, maize prices 

in the structurally deficit southern areas were increasing, largely 

reflecting the tighter local supply situation. 

Price of rice continued to increase seasonally in Madagascar, 

with local varieties rising at a quicker rate than imported rice 

prices, leading to a convergence of price levels. Despite only a 

partial recovery in rice production in 2014, the larger output and 

significant volumes of imports in 2013 and 2014 helped to improve 

the supply situation and contributed to the overall lower year-on-

year prices. 
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Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Sep-14  180.74 -22 -43 -36

Uganda, Kampala Sep-14  201.81 0 -38 -31

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Sep-14  240.44 -2 -17 -42

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Iringa

Sep-14  207.64 -19 -36 -52

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Nairobi Sep-14 29 160.00 +19 -17 -10

Eldoret Sep-14 26 654.00 -11 -27 -13

Kisumu Sep-14 39 917.00 +5 +5 +20

Mombasa Sep-14 30 101.00 -11 -30 +na

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices continued to fall in several countries
Prices of cereals continued to decline in September in Uganda, the 

United Republic of Tanzania and Somalia, where the bulk of the 

recently-harvested crops increased local supplies. In the Sudan 

and Somalia, prices declined in September, but persisted at levels 

well above those of a year earlier due to previous poor harvests 

and trade disruptions following conflict and floods.

In the United Republic of Tanzania, maize prices continued 

their declining trend that started last June as the bulk of msimu 

and masika crops is being commercialized. Prices were well below 

their levels of a year earlier despite recent purchases by the 

National Food Reserve Agency from surplus producing areas and 

substantial exports to Kenya.

In Uganda, prices of maize continued to decline in September 

in Lira market, located in a key surplus producing area, as the 

bulk of the first season harvest increased local supply, while they 

levelled off in the capital Kampala. Despite high export demand 

from neighbouring Kenya, South Sudan and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, maize prices were well below the levels of 

the same month last year. In Kampala, prices of beans declined in 

September by 6 percent, while prices of other important staple 

foods such as matooke (cooking bananas) and cassava flour have 

increased by 25 and 11 percent, respectively.

In Kenya, prices of maize followed mixed trends in September, 

continuing the declining trend in Mombasa and Eldoret, while 

increasing in Nairobi and Kisumu. Prices were lower than their year-

earlier levels in several markets despite a reduced 2013/14 short 

rains secondary harvest, completed last March, due to sustained 

imports from neighbouring Uganda and the United Republic of 

Tanzania.

In Ethiopia, prices of maize declined in September in most 

monitored markets as the bulk of the secondary belg harvest, 

completed in August, increased supplies. The release of stocks by 

traders in anticipation of the main meher harvest, which starts in 

October in some areas, exerted additional downward pressure on 

prices. Maize prices were well below their year-earlier levels due 

to the ample availabilities from the above-average 2013 cereal 

production.

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Sep-14 5 500.00 -6 -1 -22

Mekele Sep-14 5 380.00 -8 -6 -30

Bahirdar Sep-14 4 500.00 -15 -15 -40

Addis Ababa Sep-14 5 020.00 -3 -5 -28

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise
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EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Sep-14 3 795.55 -2 +16 +105

Khartoum Sep-14 4 070.00 -1 +16 +99

El Obeid Sep-14 4 178.68 -4 +17 +105

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan - FEWSNET

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg

12000

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Sep-14 6 200.00 -12 0 +98

Marka, Maize (white) Sep-14 7 625.00 -20 -26 +51

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Sep-14 10 000.00 +8 +8 +89

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Sep-14 11 300.00 +7 +7 +71

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced maize and sorghum, the 

main staple crops, declined in September for the second consecutive 

month in main producing areas, such as Marka, in the important maize 

producing region of Lower Shebelle, and in Baidoa and Beletweine in 

the sorghum belt, as the bulk of the 2014 Gu season crops entered the 

markets. By contrast, prices increased in the capital Mogadishu due to 

high demand. Overall, prices were up to two times higher than their 

levels of 12 months earlier, due to reduced Gu harvest and trade and 

marketing disruptions caused by civil insecurity. Prices of imported 

rice were stable at around the same levels of a year earlier in most 

markets, including the capital Mogadishu.

In the Sudan, prices of sorghum and millet levelled off or 

slightly declined in September from the increases since late 

2013 in anticipation of the main 2014 harvest from November. 

However, prices in September remained at near record to record 

levels and were about twice their levels of a year earlier, due to the 

early depletion of stocks from last year’s poor harvest and trade 

disruptions due to insecurity and heavy rains. Prices of wheat, 

mostly imported and consumed in urban areas, increased by 

4 percent in September in Khartoum and were about 60 percent 

above their level of last year due to strong local demand and 

high prices of other cereals.
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FAR EAST ASIA

Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Sep-14 1 600.00 0 0 -11

Kampong Chhnang Sep-14 1 755.00 0 -1 -6

Banteay Meanchey Sep-14 1 800.00 0 0 +12

Battambang Sep-14 1 500.00 -1 +25 -21

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Sep-14 8 390.00 0 +15 +21

Rice (20% broken) Sep-14 8 510.00 -3 +15 +21

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Sep-14  379.71 -1 0 -1

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Rice and wheat prices were generally stable
Domestic rice prices remained relatively stable in September in 

most countries of the subregion. In main exporters, Viet  Nam 

and Thailand, prices declined with the arrival of the 2014 newly-

harvested crops and generally weak import demand. By contrast, 

rice prices increased further to record highs in Sri Lanka, reflecting 

tight supplies from the reduced 2014 output. Wheat and wheat 

flour prices were also mostly unchanged in September or 

increased in some markets, but were generally higher than a year 

earlier in several countries.  

In Viet Nam, wholesale rice prices declined in September after 

the increase of the previous two months, as a result of weaker 

import demand and adequate supplies from the near-record 

2014 summer-autumn harvest, virtually completed by the end of 

September. Overall, however, prices were considerably above their 

year-earlier levels. 

In Thailand, domestic rice prices decreased in September 

following the start of the 2014 main season harvest anticipated to 

be good. Lower export prices and generally slow import demand 

also added to the downward pressure on prices. Prices were well 

below the quotations at the same time a year ago. 

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice remained generally 

stable in September reflecting a decline in export demand.

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice eased for the 

second consecutive month in September due to a slowdown in 

demand from China. Prices were close to the high levels of a 

year earlier.  
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Sep-14  34.11 0 +3 +1

Wheat (flour) Sep-14  31.11 -2 -3 -1

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Sep-14  6.00 0 +1 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Sep-14  4.56 0 +1 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Sep-14 8 926.71 -1 +1 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Sep-14  40.58 0 +3 +13

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Sep-14  43.86 0 +3 +12

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and well-

milled varieties were stable in September, mainly reflecting the 

onset of the 2014 main season estimated to be good. However, 

prices remain at record levels after steady increases since November 

2013 on account of lower stocks following reduced imports in the 

previous months. In an attempt to stabilize prices, the National 

Food Authority (NFA) is currently importing 500  000  tonnes of 

broken rice, to be delivered between 15 October and 15 December,  

through a Government-to-Government (G2G) deal from Thailand 

and Viet Nam. 

In Indonesia, average prices of medium quality rice decreased 

somewhat in September from the record level of the previous 

month, with the beginning of the 2014 secondary season harvest. 

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

stable in September, with the record supplies from the 2014 

harvests and high imports in the past months. Prices were above 

the year-earlier levels, supported by strong domestic demand and 

high Minimum Support Prices (MSP).

In Bangladesh, rice prices were generally stable and similar to 

last year’s level, with the downward pressure from good outputs 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg

50

20

25

30

35

40

45

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Sep-14  34.00 0 0 -8

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Sep-14  44.31 0 +4 -2

Lahore, Wheat Sep-14  34.88 +1 +6 -5

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Sep-14  39.90 0 +6 +1

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Sep-14  30.00 0 0 +8

Mumbai, Wheat Sep-14  27.00 +9 +6 +4

New Delhi, Rice Sep-14  30.86 +3 +5 +10

New Delhi, Wheat Sep-14  19.64 -2 +1 +9

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

of the Boro and Aus crops, harvested earlier in the year, offset by 

the Government Boro rice procurement, which was extended 

by an additional month until 30 September. The procurement 

started in May with a target of 1.1 million tonnes of rice (1.1 million 

tonnes of rice and 50 tonnes of paddy). Rice was bought at BDT 31 

(USD 0.40) per kg for parboiled rice, at BDT 30 (USD 0.39) per kg 

for white rice and at BDT 20 (USD 0.26) per kg for paddy. On the 

contrary, prices of wheat flour decreased further in September as 

a result of continuing distributions by the Government through 

open market sales.

In Sri Lanka, rice prices increased further in September 

reaching record highs and were 36 percent above their year-

earlier levels as a result of a sharp contraction in this year’s paddy 

production. In an attempt to stabilize prices, the Government 

announced on 11 September, the intention to introduce a Mobile 

Rice Supply System by using state-owned Lanka Sathosa trucks 

and by renovating the Lanka Sathosa outlet networks to sell rice at 

Government stipulated prices. By contrast, wheat flour quotations, 

which are normally regulated, remained generally unchanged and 

close to their year-earlier levels.

In India, retail rice prices were generally stable in September, 

ahead of the 2014 main season Kharif crop harvest, which is 

anticipated to decline some 5 percent from the record of the same 

season last year. Prices of wheat showed little change compared 

to the previous month or strengthened in some markets, 

despite ample state reserves, mainly supported by the ongoing 

Government procurement programme. Overall, rice and wheat 

prices were above their year-earlier levels.

In Pakistan, wheat and wheat flour prices remained 

unchanged in September and were below their levels at the same 

time last year in most markets, reflecting good supplies from the 

2014 wheat harvest, completed earlier in the year. 

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat flour increased in some 

markets in September 2014, mainly as a result of reduced flow 

of imports from neighbouring countries. Wheat grain prices 

remained overall stable, reflecting adequate supplies from the 

above-average 2014 winter harvest. Overall, prices of wheat flour 

and wheat grain were above their year-earlier levels.

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka Rupee per kg
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Rice (white) Sep-14  78.56 +8 +15 +36

Wheat (flour) Sep-14  97.89 0 -1 0

Source:  Department of Census and Statistics
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Sep-14  243.30 -1 -14 -4

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Sep-14  246.30 -8 -9 -15

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Sep-14  243.30 -1 -12 -2

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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National Average Sep-14  32.29 +1 +2 +10

Bishkek Sep-14  31.34 0 +2 +6

Osh Sep-14  34.31 0 -2 +18

Naryn Sep-14  30.50 0 -1 +10

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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National Average Sep-14  21.60 -2 -53 -6

Bishkek Sep-14  21.58 -5 -54 -9

Batken Sep-14  24.22 -2 -39 +30

Naryn Sep-14  19.62 -5 -60 +17

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Wheat flour prices generally stable in September 
and around those of a year earlier
In most countries of the subregion, prices of wheat flour 

remained generally stable and around or above their year-earlier 

levels. In Low-Income Food-Deficit countries, Kyrgyzstan and 

Tajikistan, a reduction in the 2014 harvests and increased fuel 

costs more than compensated the downward pressure from the 

recently-completed harvests. Prices of staple potatoes remained 

unchanged or increased in some countries and were generally 

well below their peaks reached in mid-2014, although still above 

their values in September last year.

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

declined only marginally in September. Large supplies from the 

bumper 2014 harvests and strong export competition continued 

to put downward pressure on prices. However, despite a recent 

slowdown in trading activities, the overall strong pace of exports 

since the beginning of the new marketing year in July has provided 

support and prevented further declines in prices. In Kazakhstan, 

wheat export quotations decreased markedly with new supplies 

from the 2014 harvest, about to be completed, coupled with low 

export sales. In general, wheat export prices in the subregion were 

below their year-earlier levels.

In Kyrgyzstan, prices of wheat flour were unchanged in 

September and higher than the corresponding period last year. 

The estimated decline in the 2014 wheat production, driven by 

reduced yields, offset the downward pressure from the nearly 

completed harvest. Increased transport and gasoline costs, which 

averaged more than 20 percent higher than in September 2013, 

provided support. To compensate for this year’s  reduced output, 

the Government is negotiating with the Islamic Development Bank 

to help finance the importation of 150 000 tonnes of wheat from 

Kazakhstan, the country’s main supplier. Prices of staple potatoes 

continued to decline with good supplies from the new 2014 

harvest and were up to 60 percent lower than the record highs 

reached in mid-year.
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Sep-14  1.07 +27 -10 +20

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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National Average Sep-14  2.30 0 -32 +12

Dushanbe Sep-14  2.30 -4 -30 +5

Khatlon Sep-14  2.45 +1 -23 +13

Sughd Sep-14  2.15 +4 -41 +19

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

In Tajikistan, prices of wheat flour strengthened somewhat in 

September and were around their levels at the same time last year. 

A slight decrease in the 2014 wheat output, compared with the 

previous two years of good production, more than compensated 

the downward pressure from the recently-completed harvest. 

Increased fuel prices, mainly reflecting higher costs in the Russian 

Federation, provided additional support. Prices of staple potatoes 

remained unchanged or continued to decline and were well below 

their peaks of May this year, although still generally higher than in 

September 2013.

In Georgia*, prices of wheat flour declined in September and 

were lower than their year-earlier levels, following recent imports 

from the Russian Federation. By contrast, prices of potatoes 

rose markedly for the second consecutive month although they 

remained well below the records reached in May this year. Sharp 

price increases in September were also recorded in vegetable 

and fruit prices, mainly due to stronger import demand from the 

Russian Federation.

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour in September were at the same 

levels of the previous months, reflecting adequate supplies from 

consecutive years of good harvests and imports. Prices of potatoes 

rebounded in September, but were still lower than their highs in May.

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat products remain overall 

unchanged and higher than their year-earlier levels. Prices of 

potatoes, another key staple, were 30 percent lower than their 

records of the previous months. 

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg

4

2

2.5

3

3.5

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Sep
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Sep-14  2.98 +3 +3 +3

Khatlon Sep-14  2.93 +1 +3 -2

Sughd Sep-14  2.73 +2 +3 +1

National Average Sep-14  2.88 +2 +3 0

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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National Average, 
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Sep-14  206.00 +6 +2 +17

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

Sep-14  388.08 -10 -2 -2

El Salvador, San Salvador Sep-14  410.52 -14 +12 +20

Nicaragua, Managua Sep-14  439.78 0 +10 -1

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Sep-14  389.84 -4 +2 -8

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Sep-14 1 770.78 -8 -4 +150

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Sep-14 2 020.26 -2 +9 +211

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Sep-14 1 194.38 -1 +23 +26

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Sep-14 2 423.08 -1 +56 +252

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize prices declined in September with the 
new harvests and increased imports; those of 
beans remained at near-record levels
White maize prices generally declined in September after having 

increased markedly in the previous month in anticipation of a 

drought-reduced 2014 main season maize output across the 

subregion. The arrival into the markets of the new crop, together with 

high volumes of imports in most countries, put downward pressure 

on prices. In Guatemala, Nicaragua and Honduras white maize 

prices were about or below their levels of a year earlier. However, 

in El Salvador, where price increases were the highest in previous 

months, they remained well above their levels in September 2013. 

In Mexico, prices declined in most markets reflecting good supplies 

from a higher-than-earlier anticipated 2014 autumn/winter season 

production and favourable prospects for the spring/summer crops 

to be harvested from late October. In the capital city, maize prices 

remained stable but at relatively low levels. 

Red beans prices remained at near-record levels in September 

despite some improvement in market supplies with imports in the 

past few months and the arrival into markets of the 2014/15 first 

season harvests, accounting for about 20 percent of the annual 

production. The continuing high prices, in some cases twice or 

three times higher than those a year earlier, reflect the overall low 

level of market supplies following the reduced 2013/14 regional 

output. Overall, prices of red beans are expected to remain high 

until the next main season harvest from November.

In Nicaragua, the key exporter of the subregion, strong import 

demand has put upward pressure on domestic prices. In Honduras, 

prices declined markedly in September, but remained more than 

double their levels in September 2013, both in nominal and real 

terms. In El Salvador, red beans prices declined marginally but 

remained at the highest levels in the subregion. To mitigate the 

price rise, the Government has authorized additional tariff-free 

bean imports of 9 000 tonnes in the coming months. In Guatemala, 

where black beans are the most produced and consumed variety, 

prices were unchanged from August, but over 25 percent higher 

than a year earlier, reflecting a reduced first season output, which 

represents 40 percent of the annual production. 

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice remained stable 

in September, as they have been for most of this year, mirroring 

trends in export quotations from the United States of America, 

the country’s main supplier. Prices for maize meal, the second 

most important food staple, were also stable and significantly 

lower than their levels a year earlier in most markets.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Sep-14  866.80 -4 -2 -1

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Sep-14  581.20 -10 -24 -37

Argentina, Buenos Aires Sep-14  400.00 -22 -29 -15

Uruguay, 
National Average

Sep-14  810.00 0 0 +23

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in South 
America
USD per tonne
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Ecuador, Quito Sep-14  380.00 -3 -3 0

Brazil, São Paulo Sep-14  143.86 -5 -21 -11

Argentina, Rosario Sep-14  111.03 -11 -28 -28

Peru, Lima Sep-14  430.00 -4 -4 -2

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego

Cereal prices declined on high maize production 
and good prospects for the wheat harvest
Wheat flour prices in September continued their declining 

trend of the previous month, mainly reflecting the favourable 

prospects for the 2014 wheat harvest, which has begun, as 

well as increased export flows of wheat and wheat flour from 

Argentina to importing countries of the subregion after previous 

restrictions. In Brazil, wheat grain and wheat flour prices 

declined in both local currency and US dollar terms, with the 

ongoing harvest. Both prices are well below their year-earlier 

levels, particularly that of grain, which declined more than 

one-third from September 2013. In Bolivia, wheat flour prices 

fell sharply for the third consecutive month and were almost 

40 percent lower than a year earlier (in local currency terms), 

mainly reflecting the arrival of the new crop into the markets 

and ample stocks due to high import volumes. In Argentina, 

both wheat grain and wheat flour prices declined sharply in 

September to levels well below their peaks at the end of 2013. 

This reflects the good prospects for the 2014 wheat harvest, to 

start from November. In local currency terms, however, flour 

prices remained 25 percent higher than a year earlier, sustained 

by the strong regional import demand, which is also supporting 

prices in Paraguay and Uruguay, where they remained well 

above their levels of September 2013.

Yellow maize prices further declined in September, due to 

ample supplies from the recently concluded 2014 harvests and 

the above-average aggregate subregional output. In Argentina, 

yellow maize prices declined markedly in September reflecting 

this year’s near-record crop. In Brazil, the region’s main producer 

and exporter, a bumper crop this year has also pushed domestic 

prices down in the past months. In Bolivia, prices declined 

sharply in September to levels well below their peaks at the 

beginning of the year, reflecting the strong recovery of the 2014 

production. In Ecuador, prices also declined in September and 

remained unchanged from a year ago, with the recent harvest 

estimated close to last year’s record level. In Peru, prices 

began to decrease in September, as imports and the new crop 

continued to flow into the market, and remained around their 

levels a year earlier. 

Prices of potatoes, another staple in Andean countries of 

the subregion, increased markedly in Ecuador in September 

and doubled their year-earlier values. By contrast, prices 

declined in Bolivia and Peru and were well below their levels 

in September last year.
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from August to September depending on series.
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Key messages
n Wheat and maize prices averaged higher in October but well below their 

year-earlier levels due to larger global supplies in 2014/15. Rice export 
prices weakened for the second consecutive month.

n In Central America, maize prices were well above their year-earlier levels, 
despite seasonal declines, reflecting the drought-reduced 2014 main 
harvest. Prices of red beans reached new record highs and were three to 
four times above their levels in October 2013.

n In sub-Saharan African countries, cereal prices continued to decline in 
October with the ongoing or recently-gathered good 2014 harvests and 
were well below their year-earlier levels. However, prices remained at 
record or near-record highs in the Sudan and Somalia. In several markets 
of countries affected by Ebola, particularly in Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
prices of rice and cassava increased and were higher than a year earlier. 

n In Western Africa, coarse grain prices remained stable or continued to 
decline in October with increased supplies from the 2014 harvests. Prices 
were generally lower than their year-earlier levels, except in some markets of 
countries affected by Ebola.

n In Southern Africa, maize prices were generally stable or increased 
seasonally in October but at a restrained rate and remained considerably 
lower than a year earlier in most markets, due to ample supplies from bumper 
maize harvests earlier in 2014. 

n In Eastern Africa, cereal prices declined further in October and were well 
below their year-earlier levels, mainly as a result of increased supplies from 
this year’s good harvests. However, in the Sudan and Somalia prices were at 
record or near-record highs. 

n In Asia, rice prices remained stable in most countries of the subregion in 
October. In Sri Lanka, however, prices increased further and reached record levels, 
due to the sharply reduced 2014 production. Wheat and wheat flour quotations 
were mostly unchanged, reflecting this year’s bumper outputs and imports. 

n In the CIS, domestic prices of wheat flour in October were generally stable or 
increased marginally in some countries. Prices of potatoes rose considerably 
across the subregion and stayed well above their year-earlier levels.

n In Central America, maize prices continued to weaken seasonally in October 
with the completion of the 2014 main season harvest but remained well 
above their year-earlier levels. Red bean prices increased in October and were 
at record or near-record levels due to low subregional availabilities. 

n In South America, wheat prices declined further in October with the 
good prospects for 2014 crops being harvested or about to be gathered, 
and were considerably lower than their levels a year earlier. Maize prices 
strengthened in exporting countries reflecting increased export demand but 
remained well below their values in October 2013.

INTERNATIONAL CEREAL                          2 
PRICES 

WESTERN AFRICA:   3 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad, 
Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Liberia, Guinea, 
Sierra Leone  

SOUTHERN AFRICA:  5             
South Africa, Malawi, Zambia, 
Mozambique, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, 
Madagascar 

EASTERN AFRICA:   7 
Uganda, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, the 
Sudan, South Sudan 

FAR EAST ASIA:   9 
Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,  
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 

CIS - Asia and Europe:   12  
The Russian Federation, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE 
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El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Haiti 

SOUTH AMERICA:                                      15 
Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Ecuador, Peru 
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Wheat and maize export prices increased in 
October but remained well below their year- 
earlier levels; those of rice eased further

n	 International wheat prices rose in October after 

decreasing for four consecutive months. The benchmark US wheat 

(No.2 Hard Red Winter) averaged USD 290 per tonne, 4  percent 

higher than in September but still down 13 percent from October 

2013 and close to the four-year lows. Export quotations were 

underpinned by a brisk demand, in particular for high quality 

milling wheat. In addition, deteriorating prospects for 2014 wheat 

production in Australia combined with delays in plantings of 

the 2015 crop in the United States of America and unfavourable 

weather conditions affecting crop establishment in areas of the 

Russian Federation and Ukraine also provided support. 

n	 Export prices of maize also rose in October, after a 

marked decline since May, with the benchmark US maize (No.2, 

Yellow) averaging USD 165 per tonne, 18 percent below the 

corresponding period last year and at the lowest level since 

July 2010. While harvesting delays in the United States of America 

provided some support, ample global supplies and expectations 

of another record crop in the United States, the world’s largest 

maize producer, limited the gain. 

n	 International rice prices edged lower in October for 

the second consecutive month. The weakness was pervasive, 

affecting all the various market segments, and in particular the 

higher and lower quality Indica rice. Coinciding with some major 

producers’ harvests, prices were under downward pressure in 

virtually all origins, including in the United States of America, 

which faced especially marked dips, but also in South America 

and Asia. In this region, prices tended to fall the most in Pakistan 

and India, while they showed greater resilience in Thailand. 

There, the benchmark Thai rice (Thai white rice 100%B) averaged 

USD 437 per tonne in October, down 1.4 percent from USD 444 

per tonne in September, while prices of the fully broken Thai 

A1 Super moved even higher.
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WESTERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Oct-14  180.00 0 -10 -5

Burkina Faso, Ouagadou-
gou

Oct-14  190.00 0 0 -7

Niger, Niamey Oct-14  180.00 -16 -20 -25

Source:  Afrique verte

Retail prices of millet in Chad
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Abeche Sep-14  250.00 -11 +4 -4

N'Djamena Sep-14  306.00 0 +9 +2

Moussoro Sep-14  330.00 0 +27 +3

Moundou Sep-14  203.00 -34 -15 -32

Source:  FEWSNET

Cereal prices stable or declining and generally 
at low levels in October, except in some areas of 
countries affected by Ebola
In the Sahel, prices of locally-produced sorghum, millet and maize 

remained relatively unchanged or declined in October and were 

generally lower than their year-earlier levels, reflecting overall 

favourable prospects for the 2014 harvests, currently underway, 

and adequate carryover stocks from last year’s production. In 

coastal countries along the Gulf of Guinea, increased supplies 

from the 2014 first season harvest continued to put downward 

pressure on prices in several markets. However, the opposite trend 

was observed in some markets of the countries affected by Ebola, 

particularly in Liberia and Sierra Leone.

In Sahelian countries, Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, millet 

prices remained generally stable in October but dropped 

substantially in some markets, notably in Niger where in the 

capital, Niamey, they declined by 16 percent over the past month. 

Similarly, in Chad, prices declined significantly in September 

in several markets of the Sudanian zone, particularly in 

Moundou, an important cereal-producing area. Overall, coarse 

grain prices in Sahelian countries were well below their levels a 

year earlier. 

In coastal areas, in Nigeria, good supplies from the new 2014 

harvest in the southern part of the country have resulted in price 

declines for coarse grains, while generally favourable prospects in 

the key-producing regions of the north have kept cereal prices stable 

in recent months. In the main northern Kano market, maize prices 

in September stayed virtually unchanged for the fifth consecutive 

month, after high volatility in the first quarter of the year.

Wholesale prices of coarse grains in Kano, Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Maize Sep-14 60 000.00 0 0 +9

Sorghum Aug-14 60 000.00 0 0 0

Millet Sep-14 66 000.00 0 -3 +2

Source:  FEWSNET
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Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Sep-14  76.00 -25 -36 -34

Lomé Sep-14  150.00 -28 -30 -33

Korbongou Sep-14  100.00 -6 -16 -38

Kara Sep-14  127.00 -4 -6 -31

Source:  Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Pêche

WESTERN AFRICA (continued)

In Benin and Togo, where harvesting of the 2014 first season 

maize crop is completed, maize prices continued their downward 

trend in most markets in September. In these two countries, 

maize prices dropped between 25-35 percent in most markets 

over the last three months. 

In countries affected by the outbreak of Ebola, despite reports 

of reduced container traffic, major seaports continued to function 

and rice imports have not been affected. 

In Liberia, prices of mostly imported rice have been following 

an upward trend since June and in October they were higher 

than a year earlier in most markets, mainly as a result of the 

depreciation of the national currency in June and July and 

increased transport costs. 

In Guinea, prices of domestic and imported rice declined 

or remained stable in October and were around their levels a 

year earlier, reflecting adequate supplies countrywide with the 

ongoing 2014 rice harvest, which is anticipated to be good. 

In Sierra Leone, prices of local and imported rice in 

September remained stable in some markets but rose markedly 

in others and were around or above their year-earlier levels. In 

the capital Freetown, local rice prices increased by 12 percent in 

September and were 15 percent higher than a year earlier, while 

those of imported rice strengthened by 4 percent but remained 

at their levels of September 2013. Prices of cassava, the second 

most important staple food, have exhibited significant increases 

in September and were well above their year-earlier levels in 

some markets, particularly in the capital city.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA

Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Oct-14 1 881.74 +9 +10 -20

Maize (yellow) Oct-14 1 902.09 +9 +6 -12

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Oct-14  72.23 -4 -7 -38

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Maize prices generally stable in October with 
ample supplies tempering seasonal increases 
In Southern Africa, maize prices in October were generally stable 

or increased seasonally but at a restrained rate, reflecting ample 

supplies at subregional level following a 17 percent increase in the 

2014 maize aggregate output. The favourable supply situation also 

kept prices below their year-earlier levels in most markets. 

In South Africa, maize prices increased in October, following 

two months of general stability. Upward pressure stemmed from 

continuing strong export demand for yellow maize and recent 

forecasts for the 2015 maize plantings that indicate a small 

reduction.  The marginal increase in international prices added to 

the upward pressure. However, prices in October were still lower 

than a year earlier, mainly reflecting the overall improved supply 

situation following the bumper 2014 maize crop. 

In Malawi, the national average price of maize declined 

moderately in October, in contrast to seasonal trends in previous 

years. The downward movement reflected ample maize supplies, 

after increased production in 2014. Given favourable outputs 

also in neighbouring countries, only small volumes have been 

exported, which further weighed on prices. 

In Zambia, the national average price of maize grain dropped 

marginally in October in contrast to historical seasonal trends. 

Grain prices are slightly below their year-earlier levels, reflecting 

the overall improved supply situation on account of the record 

2014 harvest. However, a rise in the procurement price from the 

Food Reserve Agency, which purchased approximately 1 million 

tonnes in 2014, limited further declines of maize grain values. 

Maize meal prices remained stable, but above their year-earlier 

levels, mainly supported by increased fuel costs. 

Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Oct-14  1.53 -3 +7 -3

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Oct-14  2.84 +1 -3 +9

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Oct-14  2.00 0 -10 +5

Source:  Central Statistical Office
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Sep-14  4.67 -4 -12 +18

Qacha's Nek Sep-14  4.26 -1 -5 -3

Mount Moorosi Sep-14  4.75 0 -6 0

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Oct-14 1 281.75 +2 +6 -5

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Oct-14 1 258.84 +2 +9 -9

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

In Mozambique, maize prices were generally stable in October, 

after the seasonal increase in the preceding months. The seasonal 

upward movement was halted by improved market supplies from 

the minor second crop harvest in September/October. Reflecting 

the larger 2014 maize output, prices remained well below their 

levels at the same time last year.

In Lesotho, prices of maize meal decreased marginally, 

reflecting lower grain prices in South Africa, the country’s main 

source of imports, supplying about 50 percent of their overall 

domestic requirements. Compared to the previous year, despite 

low import inflationary pressure, stagnant domestic production 

applied some upward pressure on prices this year and contributed 

to the higher year-on-year values in Maseru. 

In Zimbabwe, prices of maize grain remained unchanged 

for the second consecutive month in response to generally 

stable supplies. The strong rebound in the 2014 maize output 

weighed heavily on prices, causing a sharp decline earlier in 

the year and contributing to keep prices lower compared to 

September 2013. 

In Madagascar, prices of both domestic and imported rice rose 

seasonally at moderate rates in October. The recovery in the 2014 

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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Chokwe Oct-14  7.45 -3 +25 -31

Nampula Oct-14  8.57 0 +7 -40

Manica Oct-14  8.76 +10 +28 -8

Montepuez Oct-14  9.28 -7 -3 -20

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

rice output compared to last year’s weather-depressed harvest, 

contributed to keep prices of domestic varieties below last year’s 

level and below those of imported rice. 
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Wholesale prices of maize in 
the United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Oct-14  168.72 -7 -40 -45

Uganda, Kampala Oct-14  187.81 -7 -29 -39

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Oct-14  183.37 -24 -44 -62

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Iringa

Oct-14  159.40 -23 -41 -63

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Nairobi Oct-14 26 131.00 -10 -7 -24

Eldoret Oct-14 24 752.00 -7 -28 -23

Mombasa Oct-14 27 086.00 -10 -31 +na

Nakuru Oct-14 24 947.00 -4 -23 -23

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Oct-14 5 630.00 +2 -3 -33

Mekele Oct-14 5 080.00 -6 -11 -30

Bahirdar Oct-14 4 300.00 -4 -19 -44

Addis Ababa Oct-14 4 700.00 -6 -14 -40

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise

Cereal prices generally declining across the 
subregion
In most Eastern African countries, prices of locally-produced 

cereals declined in October as ongoing harvests and recently 

gathered crops increased domestic supplies. Prices were overall at 

relatively low levels reflecting also sustained regional trade flows. 

However, in Somalia, the Sudan and parts of South Sudan, cereal 

prices remained at levels well above those of a year earlier due 

to inadequate supplies from poor harvests and trade disruptions 

caused by civil insecurity. 

In Uganda, prices of maize continued to decline in October 

as a result of good supplies from the 2014 first season harvest, 

completed in July. Favourable prospects for the main season 

harvest, to be gathered from December, exerted additional 

downward pressure. Large supplies have maintained prices well 

below their year-earlier levels, despite sustained export demand 

from neighbouring countries (Kenya, South Sudan, and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo). By contrast, in Kampala, retail 

prices of Matooke (cooking bananas) increased in October by 

12 percent, beans and cassava flour prices were mostly stable.

Similarly, in the United Republic of Tanzania, maize prices 

dropped by one-quarter in October following the downward trend 

of the past months reflecting the 2014 Msimu and Masika good 

harvests. Prices in October were over 60 percent below their year-

earlier levels despite sustained export demand from neighbouring 

countries, as a result of ample availabilities from two consecutive 

years of above-average production.  

In Kenya, maize prices generally declined in October as the 

2014 main long rains season harvest, currently underway in major 

growing areas improved domestic availabilities. Prices in October 

were well below their levels of the same month last year, also 

reflecting significant flows of imports from the United Republic of 

Tanzania and Uganda.

In Ethiopia, prices of maize declined in October in most 

monitored markets with the start of the main 2014 Meher harvest, 

anticipated to be good. However, prices increased slightly in 

Diredawa market, located in a deficit area. Maize prices were 

considerably below their values in October last year due to ample 

availabilities from the above-average 2013 cereal production. In 
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EASTERN AFRICA (continued)

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Oct-14 3 931.95 +4 +13 +92

Khartoum Oct-14 4 097.50 +1 +8 +80

El Obeid Oct-14 4 450.38 +6 +17 +87

Al-Damazin Oct-14 4 180.00 +11 +25 +92

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture, the Sudan - FEWSNET

Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Oct-14 6 600.00 +6 -17 +62

Marka, Maize (white) Oct-14 7 025.00 -8 -34 +29

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Oct-14 9 300.00 -7 0 +16

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Oct-14 10 600.00 -6 0 +61

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

the capital Addis Ababa, prices of teff and white sorghum declined 

by 2 and 5 percent, respectively, and were at relatively low levels. 

By contrast, prices of wheat continued to increase and were at 

record levels reflecting sustained demand.

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced maize and sorghum, the 

main staple crops, followed mixed trends in October. In Baidoa and 

Beletweine markets, located in the sorghum belt, prices of sorghum 

started to seasonally increase, after the decline of recent months, 

while in Marka, in the important maize producing region of Lower 

Shebelle, prices of maize continued to decline. In markets located in 

deficit areas, including Galkayo, Hudur and the capital Mogadishu, 

prices of coarse grains declined in October with improved flow of 

supplies from surplus areas. Overall, however, prices in October were 

up to 90 percent higher than their levels of a year earlier, due to a 

reduced 2014 main Gu harvest and persistent trade and marketing 

disruptions caused by conflict. Prices of imported rice increased 

in October in some markets, including the capital Mogadishu, but 

overall they were still around the same levels of a year earlier.

In the Sudan, prices of sorghum increased in October with 

the peak of the lean season, while those of millet declined for 

the second consecutive month. Overall, prices of coarse grains 

in October were at record or near-record levels and about 

twice their values a year earlier, due to the sharply reduced 

production of last year. However, prices are expected to decline 

in November with the beginning of the 2014 harvest, which is 

anticipated to recover from last year’s poor level. In the capital 

Khartoum, prices of wheat, mostly imported and consumed 

in urban areas, declined in October by 5 percent from the 

record levels reached in September, but they were still about 

50 percent higher than a year earlier due to strong demand and 

high prices of other cereals.

In South Sudan, prices of white sorghum in the capital Juba 

declined sharply  in September and were 53 percent lower than  

a year earlier, due to the completion of the 2014 first season 

harvests, estimated at good levels, coupled with sustained imports 

from neighbouring countries and food aid distributions. However, 

in the conflict-affected areas located in the eastern and northern 

parts of the country, staple food prices remained exceptionally 

high, despite some declines in September, due to civil insecurity, 

seasonal deterioration of road conditions and fuel scarcity.
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FAR EAST ASIA

Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Oct-14 1 600.00 0 0 -11

Kampong Chhnang Oct-14 1 713.00 -2 -4 -10

Banteay Meanchey Oct-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Oct-14 1 550.00 +3 +8 -11

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Oct-14 8 062.50 -4 +5 +12

Rice (20% broken) Oct-14 8 462.50 -1 +8 +16

Source:  Agroinfo

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Oct-14  350.88 -8 -10 -8

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar

Rice and wheat flour prices remained generally 
stable in October
In most countries of the subregion, domestic rice prices remained 

stable overall in October but declines were recorded in exporters, 

Viet Nam and Myanmar, reflecting good supplies from the 2014 

harvests and sluggish demand. By contrast, in Sri Lanka, prices 

strengthened further and reached record levels in October, due 

to the sharply reduced 2014 production. Wheat and wheat flour 

quotations also remained mostly unchanged, as a result of good 

availabilities from the 2014 bumper harvests and adequate levels 

of imports.

In Viet Nam, wholesale prices of rice declined in October, 

reflecting ample supplies from the near-record 2014 summer-

autumn harvest, completed by the end of September, coupled with 

a slowdown in export demand. However, prices were significantly 

above their year-earlier levels, after the steady increases in the 

previous months on account of strong subregional demand.

In Thailand, domestic rice prices were relatively stable in 

October mainly as a result of lower export activity. The reduced 

volumes of rice released from Government stocks contributed to 

keep quotations close to their previous month’s level. Prices are 

expected to decline in November with the peak of the 2014 main 

season harvest.

In Cambodia, wholesale prices of rice in October remained 

virtually unchanged in most markets. Stable prices in the past 

several months reflect strong exports since early 2014 offsetting 

the downward pressure from the 2013 record harvest, completed 

in April. Prices were well below their levels in October last year.

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice decreased 

significantly in October and were well below their levels a year 

earlier, following the arrival of the 2014 main wet season crop into 

markets and a drop in exports to China.
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh
Taka per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (coarse) Oct-14  34.50 +1 +2 +5

Wheat (flour) Oct-14  30.00 -4 -6 -3

Source:  Department of Agriculture Marketing (DAM), Bangladesh

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Oct-14  6.00 0 0 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Oct-14  4.57 0 +1 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Oct-14 8 930.60 0 +1 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Oct-14  40.18 -1 0 +13

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Oct-14  43.44 -1 0 +12

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and well 

milled varieties eased marginally in October with the recently-

started 2014 main season harvest. However, prices remained 

at near-record levels after the steady increases in the previous 

months on account of lower stocks following significantly 

reduced imports.

In Indonesia, average prices of medium-quality rice remained 

stable in October ahead of the 2014 secondary dry season harvest, 

anticipated to be good overall. Rice prices were above their year-

earlier levels in line with the year-on-year general price inflation 

that reached 5 percent in October 2014.

In China, retail prices of Japonica rice and wheat flour were 

unchanged in October and slightly above last year’s level. Despite 

adequate supplies from the 2014 record crops and large imports, 

prices are underpinned by strong domestic demand and high 

support prices.

In Bangladesh, domestic rice prices were generally stable in 

October and above last year’s level, with the downward pressure 

from good outputs of the Boro and Aus crops offset by the 

Government Boro procurement, with a target of 1.1 million tonnes 

of rice, which was completed by 15 October 2014. By contrast, 

prices of wheat flour, mostly imported, decreased further in 
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg

50

20

25

30

35

40

45

Oct
14

Aug
14

Jun
14

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Oct-14  34.00 0 0 -8

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Oct-14  43.11 -3 -2 -6

Lahore, Wheat Oct-14  35.02 0 +6 -4

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Oct-14  39.90 0 +4 +1

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Rice Oct-14  30.00 0 -1 +8

Mumbai, Wheat Oct-14  27.00 0 +12 +1

New Delhi, Rice Oct-14  30.53 -1 +3 +15

New Delhi, Wheat Oct-14  19.00 -3 -1 +6

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (white) Oct-14  78.92 +1 +15 +33

Wheat (flour) Oct-14  97.34 -1 -2 0

Source:  Department of Census and Statistics

October as a result of continuing distributions by the Government 

through open market sales and low prices in the international 

market.

In Sri Lanka, rice prices increased marginally in October and 

reached record highs, more than one-third above their year-earlier 

levels. Prices were underpinned by a 22 percent contraction in this 

year’s paddy production. By contrast, wheat flour prices, which are 

regulated, remained generally unchanged and close to their year-

earlier levels.

In India, retail prices of rice were stable in most markets in 

October, as downward pressure from the 2014 main Kharif season 

harvest, which has just started, was offset by the recent launch 

of the Government procurement programme for the 2014/15 

marketing year (October/September), which targets to procure 

30 million tonnes of rice at prices 4 percent higher than in the 

previous year. Prices of wheat, another important staple, remained 

generally unchanged or declined in some markets but were above 

the levels of the same month last year, despite ample state reserves. 

Prices were supported by continued Government procurement 

purchases, which began last April at a higher Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) compared to the previous year.

In Pakistan, wheat and wheat flour prices were generally stable 

or decreased in October and were lower than at the same time a 

year ago, reflecting ample supplies from the 2014 record harvest.

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat grain and wheat flour were 

stable in October. However, despite record-high wheat harvests 

gathered in 2013 and 2014, wheat grain prices remained higher 

than a year earlier and at levels above those of wheat flour. 
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Oct-14  239.60 -2 -6 -12

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Oct-14  251.00 +2 -7 -11

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Oct-14  237.40 -2 -6 -12

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Oct-14  32.91 +2 +3 +11

Bishkek Oct-14  31.52 +1 +1 +4

Naryn Oct-14  30.91 +1 -1 +13

Jalal-Abad Oct-14  34.09 +1 +5 +18

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Oct-14  27.30 +26 +1 +33

Bishkek Oct-14  27.40 +27 -7 +33

Naryn Oct-14  20.90 +7 -34 +38

Jalal-Abad Oct-14  30.54 +34 +29 +30

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Oct-14  3.00 +1 +3 +3

Khatlon Oct-14  2.93 0 +2 -2

Sughd Oct-14  2.76 +1 +4 +4

National Average Oct-14  2.90 +1 +3 +2

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Domestic prices of wheat products were 
generally stable, while those of potatoes 
increased sharply in October
In the wheat import-dependant countries of the subregion, 

domestic prices of wheat flour in October remained relatively 

stable or increased marginally and were generally higher than their 

year-earlier levels. By contrast, prices of staple potatoes climbed in 

most countries of the subregion and were well above their values 

at the same time last year. 

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine 

declined slightly in October, continuing the downward trend of the 

past months, as a result of the recently completed 2014 bumper 

harvests coupled with a slowdown in export sales. However, poor 

weather conditions affecting the establishment of the 2015 crop 

limited the declines. In Kazakhstan, wheat export quotations 

increased somewhat in October as a result of wet weather raising 

concerns over the quality of the 2014 crop and delaying harvest 

activities. Overall, wheat export prices were below their year-earlier 

levels. 

In Kyrgyzstan, which imports about 40 percent of its wheat 

consumption requirements, prices of wheat flour strengthened 

somewhat in October and were above the corresponding period 

last year. The downward pressure on prices from the recently 

completed harvest was offset by an estimated 16 percent 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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National Average, 
Potatoes

Oct-14  1.22 +14 +54 +37

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Oct-14  2.72 +18 +8 +25

Dushanbe Oct-14  2.80 +22 +12 +12

Khatlon Oct-14  2.90 +18 +12 +32

Sughd Oct-14  2.46 +14 -2 +37

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Oct-14  238.00 +16 +69 +55

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia

contraction in this year’s wheat output due to dry weather. High fuel 

and transportation costs, which increased by around 20 percent in 

the past year, provided further support. Prices of potatoes, another 

key staple, increased sharply in October and were more than one-

third higher than at the same time last year. 

In Tajikistan, which heavily depends on wheat imports 

to meet its consumption requirements, prices of wheat flour 

remained generally stable in October and were slightly above 

their levels at the same time last year. Prices of staple potatoes 

soared in October and were considerably higher than their year-

earlier levels.

In Georgia*, prices of bread remained unchanged in October, 

while those of wheat flour increased marginally. By contrast, 

prices of potatoes continued to rise significantly for the third 

consecutive month in October and were nearly 40 percent above 

their levels in October 2013.

In Armenia, prices of bread and wheat flour remained stable 

in October, at the same levels of the previous three months. 

By contrast, prices of potatoes, another key staple, increased 

considerably in October for the third consecutive month, more 

than 50 percent above their year-earlier levels. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat products remained stable 

in October, with prices of wheat flour higher than a year earlier, 

mainly supported by increased fuel and transport costs. Prices of 

potatoes fluctuated little over the past few months,  but in October 

were well above their levels a year earlier.

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Georgia
Lari per kg
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National Average, Bread Oct-14  1.59 0 +1 +4

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Oct-14  1.64 +2 +1 +1

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

Oct-14  357.28 -8 -14 +8

El Salvador, San Salvador Oct-14  408.76 0 -6 +35

Nicaragua, Managua Oct-14  402.82 -8 +4 +21

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Oct-14  360.80 -7 -11 +15

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne

3000

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Oct
14

Aug
14

Jun
14

Apr
14

Feb
14

Dec
13

Oct
13

Aug
13

Jun
13

Apr
13

Feb
13

Dec
12

Oct
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Oct-14 2 094.84 +18 -8 +174

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Oct-14 2 118.38 +5 +4 +218

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Oct-14 1 189.10 -1 +20 +27

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Oct-14 2 722.72 +12 +28 +289

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize prices continued to decline seasonally 
in October but remained well above their year-
earlier levels, those of beans reached new 
record highs
White maize prices continued to follow seasonal trends and 

decreased in October with the bulk of the 2014 main season 

de  primera harvest arriving to markets. However, the rate of 

seasonal declines was the slowest in the past seven years and prices 

in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua remained 

significantly above their values in October 2013. The high price 

level reflects reduced supplies after the drought-reduced main 

season harvest, in spite of higher than normal imports, particularly 

from Mexico, in recent months. By contrast, in Mexico white 

maize prices declined slightly in October after staying unchanged 

at relatively low levels in the past 10 months. The beginning of 

the 2014 main season harvest, anticipated at record levels, put 

downward pressure on prices. Overall, ample supplies from last 

year’s bumper crop and the good 2014 first season harvest have 

maintained maize prices at the lowest levels since March 2011.

Prices of red beans surged in October despite higher levels 

of imports in previous months, reaching new record highs, both 

in nominal and real terms, in Nicaragua and El Salvador and 

near-record levels in Honduras where the highest increase in 

prices was recorded. Prices continued to be underpinned by 

low market availabilities from the reduced 2013 output in the 

main producer and exporter, Nicaragua, following a shift in 

area from red beans to black beans, reduced 2014 first season 

harvests and uncertain prospects for the main de postrera 

crops due to excessive rains in the past month. To mitigate the 

increase in prices, the governments of the subregion continued 

to authorize tariff-free imports of red beans, but supplies in 

the international market are limited. In Guatemala, where 

black beans are the most consumed variety, prices remained 

unchanged in October mainly reflecting import flows from 

Mexico. However, prices were well above their levels from a year 

earlier due to the reduced first season harvest. 

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice remained stable in 

October, as they have been for most of this year, mirroring trends in 

export quotations from the United States of America, the country’s 

main supplier. Prices for maize meal, the second most important 

food staple, declined markedly in the capital Port-au-Price and 

were stable elsewhere but, overall, significantly lower than their 

levels a year earlier in most markets reflecting a good 2014 main 

season maize harvest.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Oct-14  793.60 -8 -14 -10

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Oct-14  560.00 -4 -21 -39

Argentina, Buenos Aires Oct-14  400.00 -2 -27 -55

Uruguay, National 
Average

Oct-14  740.00 -8 -10 +9

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Oct-14  380.00 0 -3 0

Brazil, São Paulo Oct-14  144.03 0 -12 -13

Argentina, Rosario Oct-14  114.51 +3 -18 -28

Peru, Lima Oct-14  440.00 +2 -2 +5

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego

Wheat prices declined in October and were at 
low levels, while those of maize strengthened in 
exporting countries
Wheat flour prices continued to decline in most countries in 

October driven by favourable prospects for the 2014 harvests, 

which are underway or about to start and ample export 

availabilities in the subregion due to increased export quotas 

from Argentina. In Brazil, the subregion’s major importer, 

wheat prices declined in local currency terms by 11 percent in 

October reaching multi-year low levels. This reflects the bumper 

2014 crop being harvested and adequate import supplies. In 

Argentina, wheat flour prices remained unchanged in local 

currency terms after sharp declines in previous months and 

were significantly below their year–earlier levels, reflecting 

good prospects for this year’s harvest. Wheat flour prices in 

Bolivia declined for a fourth consecutive month in October 

and were 39 percent below their levels a year ago. In Uruguay, 

wheat flour prices declined in local currency terms for the first 

time in 10 months, as export demand from non-traditional 

sources eased. By contrast, wheat flour prices in Paraguay 

increased in October, despite the ongoing harvest, supported 

by continued strong export demand.

In Brazil and Argentina, the subregion’s main producers 

and exporters of yellow maize, prices increased seasonally in 

local currency terms in October. Prices were underpinned by 

strong export demand, supported by the depreciation of the 

national currencies. In Ecuador, prices remained unchanged 

in October and at the same level as a year earlier. By contrast, 

in Peru, yellow maize prices increased 2 percent and were 

above their year-earlier level, reflecting a high demand from 

the feed industry coupled with lower supplies after a decline 

in this year’s production and slower pace of imports. Prices of 

potatoes, another staple in Andean countries of the subregion, 

increased sharply for a second month in most markets of 

Ecuador in October and were close to double their year-earlier 

values. In Peru, prices in October increased atypically despite 

the beginning of the harvest and the entry of new supplies into 

the market. 
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from September to October depending on series.
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Key messages
n Maize export prices increased significantly in November supported by 

higher soybean quotations and lower than expected yields of the 2014 
crop in the United States of America. Wheat export prices strengthened 
in general, although the benchmark US price fell. International rice 
quotations declined further. Overall, cereal export prices remained 
below their year-earlier levels, mainly  reflecting ample global supplies. 

n In Central America, red bean prices started to decline in November from 
their record levels of the previous months with the beginning of the 
main harvest, but were still more than twice their levels a year earlier.

n In countries affected by Ebola, prices of local rice declined in November 
with the ongoing harvests, while those of imported rice stabilized, 
although still at high levels in some markets. 

n In Western Africa, coarse grain prices generally decreased in November, 
reflecting increased supplies from the recently-completed or current 2014 
harvests. 

n In Southern Africa, maize prices increased in South Africa following 
trends in the international market. Elsewhere, maize prices remained stable 
or strengthened seasonally.

n In Eastern Africa, cereal prices declined sharply in November in most 
countries with the progress of the 2014 harvests. Overall, prices were well 
below their year-earlier levels except in the Sudan, where the harvest started 
in November and in Somalia due to a reduced output.

n In Asia, domestic rice prices declined in exporting countries, under 
downward pressure from ongoing harvests, anticipated at good levels and 
low import demand. Elsewhere, rice prices remained stable. Wheat prices were 
unchanged. 

n In CIS exporting countries, wheat export prices increased sharply in 
Kazakhstan due to lower output and poorer quality of the 2014 wheat 
crop, and in the Russian Federation and Ukraine mainly as a result of 
currency depreciations. In importing countries, prices strengthened in some 
countries, also due to the depreciation of their national currencies. 

n In Central America, red bean prices started to fall in November with the 
second main season crop, but remained considerably above their levels a 
year earlier. Maize prices also declined with the new harvest but were higher 
than in November 2013 reflecting the drought-reduced main first season 
production.

n In South America, wheat and wheat flour prices continued to weaken in 
November with the progress of the new harvest and were well below their 
year-earlier peaks in most countries. Maize prices seasonally increased but 
remained at relatively low levels reflecting ample regional supplies.
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INTERNATIONAL CEREAL PRICES

International cereal prices
(benchmark monthly averages)
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Cereal prices remain below their levels a year 
earlier

While wheat export quotations from most origins averaged 

slightly higher in November than the preceding month, the 

benchmark US wheat (No.2 Hard Red Winter) declined 3 percent 

to USD 280 per tonne, down 12 percent from November 2013. 

Slow export demand and expectations of record global supplies in 

2014/15 weighed on US wheat export prices. However, concerns 

about yield and quality reductions of the Southern Hemisphere 

crops, still being harvested, limited the decline. Support was also 

provided by worries about the impact of unseasonal cold and dry 

weather on the recently sown winter wheat crops in the United 

States of America and the Russian Federation. 

Export prices of maize increased significantly in November, with 

the benchmark US maize (No.2, Yellow) averaging USD 178 per 

tonne, 8 percent higher than in October although still 11 percent 

below the corresponding period last year. Maize prices were 

influenced by developments in non-grain markets, in particular 

the recent strength in soybean markets, while lower than earlier 

expected yields of the 2014 maize crop in the United States of 

America also contributed to the increase. 

For the third consecutive month, international rice prices fell in 

November, one of the busiest rice harvesting months of the year. 

With the arrival of the new crops, aromatic rice prices, in particular, 

tumbled. Export prices of Indica, the most traded rice, also edged 

lower. The benchmark Thai rice (Thai white rice 100%B) retreated 

by 2.3 percent to USD 427 per tonne, reflecting strong competition 

from other major exporters and subdued import demand. 
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Wholesale prices of millet in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg

350

100

150

200

250

300

Nov
14

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mali, Bamako Nov-14  180.00 0 0 +3

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Nov-14  185.00 -3 -3 +3

Niger, Niamey Nov-14  180.00 0 -18 -28

Source:  Afrique verte

Wholesale prices of coarse grains in Kano, Nigeria
Naira per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize Oct-14 60 000.00 0 0 +20

Sorghum Oct-14 69 000.00 0 +15 +15

Millet Oct-14 68 000.00 +3 0 -9

Source:  FEWSNET

Coarse grain prices declining or stable 
In coastal countries, increased supplies from the 2014 first season 

harvests, recently concluded, put downward pressure on coarse 

grain prices in several markets in November. In countries affected 

by Ebola, prices of domestically-produced rice declined with the 

ongoing harvests, while those of imported rice remained relatively 

unchanged. In the Sahel, in spite of the mixed crop prospects, 

prices of locally-produced sorghum, millet and maize declined 

or remained stable and were generally lower than in November 

last year. Overall, favourable prospects for the 2014 crop in 

major producing countries of the subregion contributed to these 

downward movements. 

Reflecting increased supplies from the recently-completed 

2014 harvests, millet and sorghum prices in Burkina Faso, Mali 

and Niger declined in several markets in November, while they 

remained stable in others. Rice prices were overall unchanged 

and around their values in November 2013.  In Chad, stable millet 

prices were reported in October in most markets. Overall, coarse 

grain prices in Sahelian countries were below or similar to their 

year-earlier levels.

In coastal areas, in Nigeria, coarse grain prices declined in the 

southern part of the country reflecting good supplies from the 

new 2014 harvest, while in the main northern Kano market, prices 

remained overall unchanged in October. Substantial declines in 

Retail prices of millet in Chad
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Abeche Oct-14  245.00 -2 -12 -2

N'Djamena Oct-14  306.00 0 +2 +2

Moussoro Oct-14  322.00 -2 +17 +1

Moundou Oct-14  240.00 +18 0 -14

Source:  FEWSNET

Wholesale prices of sorghum in Western Africa
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Niger, Niamey Nov-14  170.00 -6 -8 -8

Burkina Faso, 
Ouagadougou

Nov-14  145.00 -6 -3 0

Mali, Bamako Nov-14  160.00 0 0 +7

Source:  Afrique verte
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maize prices were recently recorded in other coastal countries, 

including Benin and Togo. Although prices recovered somewhat 

in October in these countries, they were still well below their levels 

at the same time last year in most markets.

In Senegal, prices of main staple imported rice remained stable 

in October, while those of local rice declined with the 2014 harvest. 

In general, rice prices were around their year-earlier levels.

In countries affected by the outbreak of Ebola, prices of 

imported rice in November remained overall unchanged compared 

to their levels in October, while those of domestically-produced 

rice showed some declines with the ongoing 2014 paddy harvests.

In Liberia, prices of mostly imported rice stabilized in 

November, after the sustained increases of the previous months, 

but remained higher than a year earlier in most markets. The 

high level of prices is mainly the result of the depreciation of the 

national currency in June and July and increased transport costs. 

In Guinea, prices of local rice fell in several markets in 

November with increased supplies from the new harvest 

and were below their levels a year earlier, reflecting three 

consecutive years of good harvests and reduced cross-border 

exports to neighbouring countries due to closure of borders. 

Prices of imported rice, which normally covers 24 percent of 

the country’s consumption requirements, remained stable 

and around their levels a year earlier.

In Sierra Leone, which imports about one-quarter of its 

rice consumption needs, prices of imported rice remained 

stable in November. Prices of domestically-produced 

rice declined with the ongoing 2014 harvest, despite an 

anticipated decrease in production this season due to 

reduced farming activities. However, in some areas, relatively 

high prices persisted reflecting reduced trading activity and 

increased transport costs.

Retail prices of white maize in Benin
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Cotonou Oct-14  165.00 0 -25 -21

Malanville Oct-14  115.00 +5 -21 -23

Abomey Oct-14  125.00 +14 -19 -29

Djougou Oct-14  100.00 0 -31 -38

Source:  Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la pêche, Office 
national d'appui à la sécurité alimentaire

Retail prices of maize in Togo
CFA Franc  per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Anie Oct-14  76.00 0 -36 -34

Lomé Oct-14  133.00 -11 -37 -42

Korbongou Oct-14  110.00 +10 -1 -39

Kara Oct-14  112.00 -12 -19 -43

Source:  Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Pêche
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Wholesale prices of maize in Randfontein, 
South Africa
Rand per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maize (white) Nov-14 1 973.30 +5 +14 -20

Maize (yellow) Nov-14 2 008.75 +6 +12 -16

Source:  SAFEX Agricultural Products Division

Retail prices of maize in Malawi
Kwacha per kg

180

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Nov
14

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Nov-14  72.44 0 -8 -39

Source:  Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

Retail prices of maize in Zambia
Kwacha per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Maize 
(white)

Nov-14  1.56 +2 +5 -6

National Average, 
Breakfast maize meal

Nov-14  2.81 -1 -3 +9

National Average, White 
roller maize meal

Nov-14  1.98 -1 -5 +1

Source:  Central Statistical Office

Maize prices persisted at stable levels or 
strengthened seasonally, but generally low
Maize prices remained stable or strengthened seasonally in 

November and were generally below their levels a year earlier, 

as a result of adequate subregional availabilities. In South 

Africa, the subregion’s main exporter, international quotations 

applied upward pressure and price gains were observed for 

a second consecutive month. This may exert inflationary 

pressure on the neighbouring import-dependent countries in 

the coming months. 

In South Africa, maize prices moved upwards for the 

second successive month in November, underpinned by higher 

international quotations. Additional support stemmed from a 

weakening of the national currency and a preliminary plantings 

forecast pointing to a small reduction in area for the 2015 crop. 

Prices, however, remained well below their year-earlier levels, as 

ample supplies limited gains. 

In Zambia, maize grain prices increased seasonally in 

November, but at a slower rate compared to the corresponding 

period in 2013 and were lower than their values a year earlier, 

reflecting ample supplies from the 2014 record maize production. 

By contrast, maize meal prices declined marginally, but remained 

above their values in November last year, mainly  as a result of 

higher fuel and production costs.

In Malawi, average maize prices were stable, well below their 

levels in November last year, as a result of adequate supplies from 

the bumper 2014 production. However, in the southern town of 

Mwanza and the far northern town of Chilumba, prices were up 

to 40 percent higher compared to the national average, as poor 

harvests in these areas resulted in tighter supplies compared to 

other parts of the country. 
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Retail prices of maize meal in Lesotho
Loti per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Maseru Oct-14  5.10 +9 +2 +32

Qacha's Nek Oct-14  4.30 +1 0 +1

Mount Moorosi Oct-14  4.75 0 0 -2

Source:  Lesotho Bureau of Statistics

SOUTHERN AFRICA (continued)

Retail prices of rice in Madagascar
Malagasy Ariary per kg

1750

750

1000

1250

1500

Nov
14

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(imported)

Nov-14 1 295.33 +1 +6 -6

National Average, Rice 
(local)

Nov-14 1 275.89 +1 +8 -9

Source:  Observatoire du Riz

Retail prices of white maize in Mozambique
Metical per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Chokwe Nov-14  9.11 +22 +37 -8

Nampula Nov-14  8.57 0 +7 -40

Manica Nov-14  9.52 +9 +19 -12

Montepuez Nov-14  9.52 +3 0 -23

Source:  Sistema De Informação De Mercados Agrícolas De Moçambique

In Mozambique, prices of maize increased seasonally in most 

markets, but sufficient national supplies in 2014 contributed to 

maintaining significantly lower year-on-year levels. In the southern 

town of Chokwe, maize prices continued to increase sharply, 

converging on the levels observed in northern and central markets.  

In Lesotho, prices rose markedly in the capital, Maseru, but were 

stable elsewhere. Maize prices were generally higher compared to 

the previous year reflecting the slightly reduced 2014 output. 

In Zimbabwe, prices of maize remained stable for a fourth 

consecutive month, reflecting adequate national supplies. The 

lower year-on-year prices in South Africa, which has exported 

about 60 000 tonnes to the country since May, have also helped to 

maintain lower yearly levels.

In Swaziland, the national average price of maize remained 

unchanged in October and at the same level as a year earlier. This 

follows a decline in September, as domestic prices began to reflect 

the lower year-on-year grain prices in South Africa, which supplies 

about 40 percent of the country’s maize requirements. 

In Namibia, prices of maize remained generally stable in 

November, after the increase in the previous month in line with 

price movements in South Africa, which supplies about two-thirds 

of the national consumption requirements.

In Madagascar, rice prices edged slightly upwards in 

November, reflecting decreasing availabilities before the first 

minor harvest in January 2015. Compared to a year earlier, 

prices remained at lower levels, reflecting a rebound in the 2014 

domestic output and large imports. 

Retail prices of maize meal in Swaziland
Lilangeni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National average Oct-14  8.00 0 -5 0

Source:  Central Statistical Office (CSO)
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Wholesale prices of maize in the United Republic 
of Tanzania and Uganda
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Uganda, Lira Nov-14  136.81 -19 -41 -61

Uganda, Kampala Nov-14  154.80 -18 -23 -60

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Dar es Salaam

Nov-14  171.16 -7 -30 -61

United Republic of 
Tanzania, Iringa

Nov-14  187.68 +18 -27 -57

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Wholesale prices of maize in Kenya
Kenyan Shilling per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Nairobi Nov-14 23 543.00 -10 -4 -30

Eldoret Nov-14 22 180.00 -10 -26 -25

Mombasa Nov-14 23 321.00 -14 -31 +na

Nakuru Oct-14 24 947.00 -4 -23 -23

Source:  Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

Cereal prices continued to generally decline in 
November 
Cereal prices were at low levels in most countries of the subregion 

in November, as a result of increased supplies from the ongoing 

or already gathered harvests together with sustained regional 

trade flows. However, in Somalia and the Sudan, prices persisted 

at high levels due to previous poor harvests and conflict-related 

trade disruptions. 

In Kenya, maize prices continued to decline in November with 

the bulk of the 2014 long-rains harvest being marketed. Prices in 

November were up to one-third below their values the same month 

last year, reflecting adequate domestic availabilities and significant 

imports from Uganda and the United Republic of Tanzania. 

In the United Republic of Tanzania, maize prices followed 

mixed trends in November, continuing to decline in Dar es Salaam, 

levelling off in Arusha and starting to seasonally increase in Iringa. 

However, prices remained well below their year-earlier levels as a 

result of ample availabilities from two consecutive years of above-

average cereal production, which also allowed sustained export 

flows to neighbouring countries (Kenya, South Sudan and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo).

In Uganda, maize prices decreased sharply in November with 

the start of the 2014 main season  harvest and were at low levels. In 

the capital, Kampala, retail prices of other important staple foods 

such as matooke (cooking bananas) and beans were mostly stable, 

while prices of cassava flour declined by 7 percent. 

In the Sudan, sorghum prices declined sharply in November 

from the record levels reached in October, with the start of the 

2014 harvest, which is forecast at well above-average levels. In 

most markets, millet prices continued the declining trend, which 

started in September. However, overall, coarse grain prices in 

November were still up to 75 percent higher than a year earlier, 

due to tight domestic supplies after the poor 2013 cereal output. 

In the capital, Khartoum, prices of wheat, mostly imported and 

consumed in urban areas, declined for the second consecutive 

month in November, partly due to increased availability of other 

cereals; however, they were still about 40 percent higher than the 

corresponding period last year, due to strong demand and high 

general inflation.

Wholesale prices of sorghum in the Sudan
Sudanese Pound per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

El Gedarif Nov-14 2 742.30 -30 -29 +33

Khartoum Nov-14 2 970.00 -28 -27 +28

El Obeid Nov-14 3 616.25 -19 -17 +52

Al-Damazin Nov-14 2 970.00 -29 -22 +34

Source:  Food Security information for Action (SIFSIA)
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Retail prices of maize and sorghum in Somalia
Somali Shilling per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Baidoa, Sorghum (red) Nov-14 6 875.00 +4 -2 +44

Marka, Maize (white) Nov-14 8 150.00 +16 -14 +29

Mogadishu, Sorghum 
(red)

Nov-14 10 000.00 +8 +8 +89

Mogadishu, Maize (white) Nov-14 8 500.00 -20 -20 +29

Source:  Food Security Analysis Unit

In Somalia, prices of locally-produced maize and sorghum, 

the main staple crops, increased in November following seasonal 

patterns in markets located in the main cropping areas of the 

South, including Baidoa in the sorghum belt and Marka, in the 

important maize producing region of Lower Shebelle. In the capital, 

Mogadishu, prices of sorghum increased, while those of maize 

sharply declined following humanitarian aid distributions. Overall, 

in November, prices were up to 90 percent higher than their levels 

a year earlier, due to a reduced 2014 main Gu season harvest and 

trade and marketing disruptions caused by civil insecurity. Prices of 

imported rice increased in November for the second consecutive 

month in the capital, Mogadishu, and declined in Bossaso, the 

main entry ports. Overall, prices of imported rice were at around 

the same levels a year earlier in most markets.

In Ethiopia, maize prices increased slightly in November, 

after the declines in September and October following the 

commercialization of late-harvested Belg crops. However, prices 

remained well below the exceptionally high levels registered 

in November last year. New supplies from the main 2014 Meher 

harvest, that has just begun, are expected to put downward 

pressure on prices in the coming months. In the capital, Addis 

Ababa, prices of wheat declined by 7 percent from the record 

levels reached in October, but were still 15 percent higher than a 

year earlier due to high local demand. Similarly, prices of teff and 

white sorghum  were well below their levels in November 2013.

Wholesale prices of maize in Ethiopia
Ethiopian Birr per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Diredawa Nov-14 5 725.00 +2 -2 -9

Mekele Nov-14 5 000.00 -2 -14 -35

Bahirdar Nov-14 4 500.00 +5 -15 -39

Addis Ababa Nov-14 4 790.00 +2 -7 -38

Source:  Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise
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Wholesale prices of rice in Cambodia
Riel per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Phnom Penh Nov-14 1 600.00 0 0 0

Kampong Chhnang Nov-14 1 713.00 0 -3 -12

Banteay Meanchey Nov-14 1 800.00 0 0 0

Battambang Nov-14 1 450.00 -6 -4 -18

Source:  Cambodia Agricultural Market Information System

Wholesale prices of rice in An Giang, Viet Nam
Dong per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Nov-14 7 925.00 -2 -5 +7

Rice (20% broken) Nov-14 8 300.00 -2 -5 +11

Source:  Agroinfo

Prices of rice decreased in exporting countries 
and generally stable elsewhere; those of wheat 
remained overall unchanged
Domestic rice prices declined in November in exporting countries, 

notably in Thailand, Viet Nam, India and Myanmar, with the bulk of 

the ongoing 2014 main season harvests, anticipated to be generally 

good and low export demand. Elsewhere in the subregion, prices 

remained generally stable, despite the harvests underway, due 

to governments’ procurement programmes and high minimum 

support prices. In Sri Lanka, rice prices stabilized in November 

but persisted at record levels, following sharp increases in the 

previous months, as a result of drought-reduced harvests this year. 

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour were overall unchanged in 

November reflecting adequate domestic and imported supplies. 

In Viet Nam, domestic rice prices decreased slightly in 

November, with the arrival of more supplies from the ongoing 

harvest of the minor 10th Month crop, officially estimated at a 

record level. Sluggish demand from the export market, particularly 

from China and softening regional export quotations also added to 

the downward pressure on prices. However, prices were still above 

their year-earlier levels, after sharp increases in July and August.  

In Thailand, domestic prices of rice weakened slightly in 

November, with improved supplies from the ongoing 2014 main 

season harvest forecast at a good level. Slow export demand and 

downward trends in regional export quotations also weighed on 

domestic prices. Overall, rice prices were close to their levels a year 

earlier. 

In Cambodia, wholesale rice prices were unchanged in most 

markets in November, ahead of the 2014 main rice season harvest, 

anticipated at a near-record level. By contrast, prices decreased in 

Battambang, the main rice-producing area of the country located 

in the northwest, due to a slowdown of export activities. Overall, 

prices were below their year-earlier levels. 

Wholesale prices of rice in Bangkok, Thailand
Baht per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (25% broken) Nov-14 11 467.50 -2 -2 0

Rice (5% broken) Nov-14 12 312.50 -2 -3 -3

Source:  Department of Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce
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Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in China
Yuan Renminbi per kg
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Average of 50 main cities, 
Rice (Japonica)

Nov-14  6.01 0 0 +4

Average of 50 main cities, 
Wheat (flour)

Nov-14  4.57 0 0 +2

Source:  National Bureau of Statistics of China

Retail prices of rice in Indonesia
Rupiah per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(medium quality)

Nov-14 9 045.71 +1 0 +6

Source:  Ministry of Trade

Retail prices of rice in the Philippines
Philippine Peso per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, Rice 
(regular milled)

Nov-14  39.78 -1 -2 +11

National Average, Rice 
(well milled)

Nov-14  43.14 -1 -2 +11

Source:  Bureau of Agricultural Statistics

In Myanmar, wholesale prices of Emata rice decreased for the 

fourth consecutive month in November and were below their 

levels a year earlier. The arrival into the markets of the 2014 main 

wet-season crop and low export demand, particularly from China, 

continued to put downward pressure on prices.    

In the Philippines, national average prices of regular and 

well-milled varieties declined marginally for the third consecutive 

month in November reflecting new supplies from the ongoing 2014 

main paddy harvest, expected to be close to last year’s record crop. 

However, prices remained around their peaks of August and well 

above their year-earlier levels as not all of the increased volumes 

imported in 2014 have arrived to the markets. The National Food 

Authority (NFA), the country’s grains procurement agency, may 

import an additional 600 000 tonnes of rice in the next months to 

boost stocks in 2015.

In Indonesia, the average prices of medium-quality rice 

increased slightly in November to near-record levels, despite 

the ongoing 2014 secondary dry paddy season harvest. A sharp 

increase of more than 30 percent in fuel prices (gasoline and 

diesel), in mid-November, following the reduction of Government 

subsidies, supported rice prices. Overall, prices were above their 

year-earlier levels both in nominal and real terms. 

In China, prices of food staples, rice and wheat flour, remained 

stable in November despite good supplies from the ongoing 2014 

Wholesale prices of rice in Yangon, Myanmar
Kyat per kg

450

250

300

350

400

Nov
14

Sep
14

Jul
14

May
14

Mar
14

Jan
14

Nov
13

Sep
13

Jul
13

May
13

Mar
13

Jan
13

Nov
12

Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (Emata, 
Manawthukha)

Nov-14  336.53 -4 -12 -6

Source:  E-Trade Myanmar
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FAR EAST ASIA (continued)

Retail prices of wheat and wheat flour in Pakistan
Pakistan Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Karachi, Wheat Nov-14  34.38 +1 +1 -7

Karachi, Wheat (flour) Nov-14  43.06 0 -3 -6

Lahore, Wheat Nov-14  35.25 +1 +2 -8

Lahore, Wheat (flour) Nov-14  39.90 0 0 +1

Source:  Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Retail prices of rice and wheat flour in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Rice (white) Nov-14  78.71 0 +8 +32

Wheat (flour) Nov-14  98.26 +1 +1 +1

Source:  Department of Census and Statistics

main harvest and adequate imports in the past months. Prices 

continued to be underpinned by high minimum support prices 

and the recent reinforcement on import controls. 

In Bangladesh, domestic rice prices continued to be stable in 

November and close to last year’s level. The downward pressure 

on prices from the ongoing 2014 Aman season harvest was offset 

by the Government Aman procurement programme targeting to 

acquire at least 300 000 tonnes of rice at higher prices than in the 

previous season. Wheat flour prices strengthened in November 

with the progress of the lean season.

In Sri Lanka, prices of rice stabilized in November, but at 

record highs, following sharp increases in the previous months, as 

a result of a drought-reduced production this year. In an attempt to 

stabilize prices, the Government has further lowered the subsidized 

prices of imported rice sold through its distribution centres (Lanka 

Sathosa outlets and trucks), from 27 November, and will import an 

additional 50 000 tonnes of rice from Bangladesh with immediate 

effect. By contrast, regulated wheat flour prices were generally 

stable and marginally up from a year earlier. 

In India, the average retail rice prices in November generally 

declined, with improved supplies from the ongoing 2014 Kharif 

main season harvest. However, prices remained stable in several 

markets reflecting the Government procurement programme 

targeting to acquire 30 million tonnes of rice (or about 19 percent 

of this year’s production) at higher market prices. Prices of wheat 

remained generally stable, despite the record production this 

year and ample public stocks. Higher Minimum Support Prices 

(MSP) for wheat during the 2014/15 marketing year (April/March) 

provided support. 

In Pakistan, wheat and wheat flour prices remained generally 

unchanged in November and were significantly below their levels  

a year earlier, reflecting good supplies from the 2014 record 

production. 

In Afghanistan, prices of wheat grain and wheat flour 

remained stable in November 2014, albeit wheat grain prices 

lingered at levels about 10 percent higher than a year ago despite 

two consecutive record-high wheat harvests gathered in 2013 

and 2014. A slight decrease of mostly imported wheat flour prices 

reflected continuously well-supplied regional markets. 

Retail prices of rice and wheat in India
Indian Rupee per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Mumbai, Wheat Nov-14  26.94 0 +8 -2

New Delhi, Rice Nov-14  30.00 -2 0 +13

New Delhi, Wheat Nov-14  18.67 -2 -7 +4

Chennai, Rice Nov-14  31.44 -2 -2 +5

Source:  Ministry of Consumer Affairs
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CIS - Asia and Europe

Export prices of milling wheat
US Dollar per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Russian Federation, 
Wheat (milling, offer, FOB, 
deep-sea ports)

Nov-14  251.00 +5 +2 -12

Kazakhstan, Wheat 
(milling)

Nov-14  282.50 +13 +5 +20

Ukraine, Wheat (milling, 
offer, FOB)

Nov-14  247.80 +4 +1 -14

Source:  APK-Inform Agency

Retail prices of wheat flour in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Nov-14  34.42 +5 +7 +16

Bishkek Nov-14  32.75 +4 +5 +8

Naryn Nov-14  32.83 +6 +8 +17

Jalal-Abad Nov-14  35.31 +4 +8 +22

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of potatoes in Kyrgyzstan
Som per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Nov-14  29.61 +8 +35 +35

Bishkek Nov-14  29.83 +9 +31 +35

Naryn Nov-14  26.97 +29 +30 +68

Jalal-Abad Nov-14  34.19 +12 +53 +32

Source:  National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic

Retail prices of wheat flour in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Dushanbe Nov-14  3.10 +3 +7 +7

Khatlon Nov-14  3.10 +6 +7 +3

Sughd Nov-14  2.93 +6 +9 +11

National Average Nov-14  3.04 +5 +7 +7

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Export quotations of wheat rose in November; 
domestic prices increased or remained stable 
In most import-dependent countries of the subregion, prices 

of wheat products in November remained stable or increased, 

notably in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Overall, prices of wheat 

flour were above their values at the same time last year. Prices of 

potatoes, another key staple, continued to generally increase in 

November, and were significantly above their year-earlier levels in 

most countries of the subregion.

Wheat export prices in the Russian Federation and Ukraine, 

increased in November mainly reflecting the recent sharp 

depreciation of the national currencies, coupled with concerns 

about adverse weather affecting the newly-planted 2015 wheat 

crops in parts.  However, prices remained lower than their year-

earlier levels as a result of the 2014 bumper wheat outputs. In 

Kazakhstan, wheat export quotations rose markedly and were 

one-fifth higher than their values in November last year due to 

the reduced output and lower quality of the 2014 wheat crop, 

negatively affected by adverse weather conditions. 

In Kyrgyzstan, which depends on wheat imports to satisfy its 

consumption requirements, retail prices of wheat flour increased 

in November reaching record highs in nominal terms in several 

markets. This mainly reflects the recent depreciation of the 

national currency. Further support was provided by high fuel and 
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*Georgia is no longer a member of CIS but its inclusion is this group is maintained temporarily.

CIS - Asia and Europe (continued)

Retail prices of potatoes in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Nov-14  1.25 +2 +49 +39

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia

Retail prices of potatoes in Tajikistan
Somoni per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average Nov-14  3.06 +12 +33 +41

Dushanbe Nov-14  3.15 +12 +31 +34

Khatlon Nov-14  3.10 +7 +28 +32

Sughd Nov-14  2.93 +19 +42 +62

Source:  Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Retail prices of potatoes in Armenia
Armenian Dram per kg
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

National Average, 
Potatoes

Nov-14  270.00 +13 +38 +79

Source:  National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia

transportation costs, which increased by around 25 percent in the 

past year. Prices of staple potatoes rose sharply for the second 

consecutive month and were up to 70 percent above their levels 

a year earlier.

In Tajikistan, which relies on imported wheat, prices of wheat 

flour increased in November and were higher than their levels 

at the same time last year, supported by the depreciation of the 

national currency and transport costs. Prices of potatoes, another 

important staple, continued to increase and were well above their 

year-earlier levels.

In Georgia*, prices of wheat products remained stable in 

November and were somewhat higher than their year-earlier 

levels. By contrast, prices of potatoes, another key staple, 

increased slightly and were more than one-third higher than in 

November 2013. 

In Azerbaijan, prices of wheat products remained unchanged 

in November, with those of wheat flour somewhat up on a year 

earlier. Prices of potatoes were also stable compared to the 

previous month but 10 percent above their year-earlier levels.

In Armenia, prices of wheat flour remained virtually unchanged 

over the last months but in November they were higher than their 

values the corresponding period last year. By contrast, prices of 

potatoes continued to rise and were almost 80 percent above their 

value in November last year.

Retail prices of wheat flour and bread in Georgia
Lari per kg
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Latest Percent change:
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National Average, Bread Nov-14  1.59 0 +1 +4

National Average, Wheat 
(flour)

Nov-14  1.64 0 -2 +4

Source:  National Statistics Office of Georgia
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CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Wholesale prices of white maize in 
Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City

Nov-14  363.66 0 -16 +18

El Salvador, San Salvador Nov-14  397.32 -3 -17 +31

Nicaragua, Managua Nov-14  356.84 -12 -19 +16

Honduras, Tegucigalpa Nov-14  308.88 -14 -24 +11

Source:  Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección 
General de Economía Agropecuaria, MAG; Ministerio Agropecuario y 
Forestal; SIMPAH

Wholesale prices of beans in Central America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Honduras, Tegucigalpa, 
Beans (red)

Nov-14 1 861.64 -11 -3 +133

Nicaragua, Managua, 
Beans (red)

Nov-14 2 053.04 -4 -1 +162

Guatemala, Guatemala 
City, Beans (black)

Nov-14 1 185.14 -1 -1 +31

El Salvador, San Salvador, 
Beans (red)

Nov-14 1 512.50 -44 -38 +119

Source:  SIMPAH; Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal; Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación; Dirección General de Economía 
Agropecuaria, MAG

Maize and red beans prices declined in 
November but remained high
In most countries of the subregion, white maize prices declined in 

November with the beginning of the 2014 secondary de postrera 

season harvest. However, prices remained significantly higher 

than their year-earlier levels reflecting the drought-reduced main 

first season de primera harvest. 

Prices of  red beans, the second most important staple food 

and the main crop of the de postrera season being harvested, 

declined from their record highs of the previous months but 

remained more than twice their levels of November 2013 

in El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. In Guatemala, where 

black beans are the most consumed variety, prices averaged 

slightly higher in November reflecting lower import flows from 

Mexico. However, prices declined sharply in the second half of 

the month with the entry into the markets of the second season 

harvest.

In Haiti, prices of main staple imported rice, which represents 

more than 80 percent of domestic consumption, remained 

stable in most markets and declined in the capital, Port-au-

Prince, in US dollar terms, following trends in export prices from 

the United States of America, the country’s main supplier. Prices 

were unchanged or below their levels a year earlier. Local maize 

meal  prices, the second most important staple, also remained 

stable in most markets and were below their levels from November 

2013, in spite of a sharp reduction in 2014 maize production.
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SOUTH AMERICA

Wholesale prices of wheat flour in South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Brazil, São Paulo Nov-14  767.20 -3 -15 -10

Bolivia, Santa Cruz Nov-14  539.00 -4 -17 -44

Argentina, Buenos Aires Nov-14  400.00 0 -22 -63

Uruguay, National 
Average

Nov-14  760.00 +3 -6 -11

Source:  Instituto de Economia Agrícola; Servicio de Información y Análisis 
de Mercados Agropecuarios, Bolivia; Bolsa de Cereales; Unidad Centralizada 
de Adquisiciones - Ministerio de Economia y finanzas

Wholesale prices of yellow maize in 
South America
USD per tonne
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Latest Percent change:
available price 1 mth 3 mths yr

Ecuador, Quito Nov-14  390.00 +3 0 +3

Brazil, São Paulo Nov-14  154.53 +7 +2 -5

Argentina, Rosario Nov-14  123.11 +8 -1 -30

Peru, Lima Nov-14  440.00 0 -2 +10

Source:  Sistema de Información Nacional de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Acuacultura y Pesca - SINAGAP; Agrolink; Bolsa de Cereales; Ministerio de 
Agricultura y Riego

Wheat flour prices continued to decline in most 
countries in November, yellow maize prices 
seasonally increased
Wheat flour prices in the subregion continued their declining trend 

in Argentina, Bolivia and Brazil and were significantly below their 

levels from a year earlier. The decline in prices is in response to the 

strong recovery in the 2014 wheat productions and ample regional 

availabilities. By contrast, in  Paraguay, prices strengthened in 

November, supported by a reduced production for the second 

consecutive year and continued strong import demand in the 

subregion. 

Yellow maize  prices rose seasonally in the subregion in  

November. Despite the increase in main producers,  Argentina   

and Brazil, as well as in Bolivia, prices remained significantly below 

their levels a year earlier, reflecting the high level of production this 

year. By contrast, in  Peru,  prices remained stable but above their 

levels of November 2013, as a result of this year’s decline in output.

Prices of  potatoes, another staple in Andean countries of 

the subregion, increased for the third consecutive month in 

most markets of  Ecuador  in November, although at a slower 

rate than in previous months, and were 60 to 75 percent 

higher than their levels in November 2013 due to a reduced 

production this year. In  Peru, after the sharp increase of the 

previous month, potato prices decreased slightly in November, 

with the beginning of the new harvest and were significantly 

lower than a year earlier.
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Africa

Largest changes in prices of key commodities

Asia and Europe

Latin America

Note: Latest available prices range from October to November depending on series.
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