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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS 
 

For the attention of the FAO Forestry Department 
 

 
1. The Commission underlined with deep concern the devastating impact of recent 
hurricanes on Cuba and Haiti. The Commission expressed its solidarity with those 
countries, which had been seriously affected by the events that had caused social, economic 
and environmental emergencies, and recommended that the governments of the Region and 
FAO provide maximum support to those countries to mitigate the negative effects and to 
permit the restoration of forest cover and the rebuilding of appropriate living conditions for 
the affected communities. (para. 17). 
 
2. The Commission stressed that deforestation had a complex matrix of causes, 
including sectoral, economic and social interests that needed to be addressed beyond the 
forest sector. The Commission therefore recommended that COFO look into ways of 
providing greater support to countries in their efforts to reverse the loss of forest cover and 
forest degradation. (para. 19). 
 
3. The Commission requested that FAO provide greater support in facilitating dialogue 
between countries to identify new mechanisms that would enhance the valuation, in the 
national accounts, of environmental goods and services generated by forest activities. (para. 
27). 
 
4. Some delegates expressed their concern about mechanisms that could be established 
to support countries in reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, in the 
sense that these could be difficult to access and thus cause frustration, as in the case of the 
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) for forest projects. In view of this, the Commission 
requested that FAO contribute to discussions in order to open simple routes to such 
mechanisms and to facilitate the access of countries to new resources made available by 
donor countries to finance the REDD. (para. 34). 
 
5. The Commission requested that FAO set up a training programme on topics 
conducive to sustainable forest management and its relationship with climate change. (para. 
36). 
 
6. Commending the presentation of the theme, the Commission asked that FAO, in 
collaboration with the other members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), 
help the countries of the Region by facilitating access to funding for their forest 
programmes. (para. 43). 
 
7. The Commission listened with interest to the conclusions and recommendations of the 
IV CONFLAT and recommended that closer links be established between the LACFC and 
CONFLAT, along the lines of those that existed between the FAO Forestry Department and 
the World Forestry Congress. (para. 58). 
 

For the attention of Governments 
 

8. The Commission urged governments, and in particular ministries responsible for 
forest programmes, to bear in mind the content of this report of the 25th Session of the 
LACFC when implementing their forest policies and programmes, in accordance with 
national  considerations, needs and capacities (para. 67). 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Latin American and Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC) of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) held its 25th session from 29 September to 
3 October 2008 in Quito, Ecuador, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of 
Ecuador. The session was attended by delegates from 24 member countries and representatives of 
38 organizations, including agencies of the United Nations system and international, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, as observers. The agenda is provided in 
Appendix A, the list of participants in Appendix B and the list of documents submitted for 
consideration of the Commission in Appendix C. 
 
2. Mr Bernabé Mañon Rossi, Under-Secretary of Forest Resources of the Secretariat of State 
for Environment and Forest Resources of the Dominican Republic and serving Chair of the 
LACFC presided over the opening session. Mr Jan Heino, Assistant Director-General of the FAO 
Forestry Department, welcomed participants on behalf of the Director-General of FAO. 
Ambassador Federico Meneses, Director of External Relations of the Ministry of the 
Environment, presented an analysis of the main problems affecting forests in the Region and 
wished the participants a successful meeting. Mrs Marcela Aguiñaga, Minister for the 
Environment, gave the welcoming address, in which she outlined the state of forests and forestry 
in Ecuador before declaring the session open. Also present was Mr Walter Poveda Ricaurte, 
Minister for Agriculture, Livestock, Aquaculture and Fisheries. 
 
3. Mr Heino thanked the Government of the Republic of Ecuador for the excellent 
organization of the session. He also thanked the members of the LACFC Executive Committee for 
their efficient preparatory work. He stated that the LACFC was an important forum in which 
member countries could strengthen regional dialogue. Its recommendations helped FAO shape its 
programme of work and implement its new forestry strategy, which was in its final phase of 
formulation and would be discussed at the next session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO), in 
which the Forestry Commissions played an important role. He stated that FAO was concerned 
about the level of deforestation in the Region and that the LACFC provided an opportunity to 
analyze the causes and seek possible solutions, when discussing its agenda items on forest 
institutions and sustainable forest management. He mentioned that other issues of concern to the 
international forest community were those relating to climate change and the possible impact of 
forest fires, which were in turn linked to the higher level of deforestation of natural forests. He 
concluded by inviting all delegates and observers to attend the XIII World Forestry Congress that 
would be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in October 2009.  
 
4. Ambassador Federico Meneses addressed the participants on behalf of the Ministry of 
External Relations, Trade and Integration and welcomed them to Ecuador. He indicated that 
Ecuador was party to several international environmental instruments and played an active role in 
enhancing the incorporation and delivery of commitments assumed in the negotiation processes. 
Particularly important were the forest-related commitments undertaken at the United Nations 
Forum on Forests. For Ecuador, this LACFC session would be addressing key issues, including 
forest institutions, legislation and its appropriate enactment, that were central to the strengthening 
of mechanisms of promotion and control of forest management. Another important issue was 
climate change and its association with forests. 
 
5. Mrs Marcela Aguiñaga welcomed the delegates and observers to the session. She referred to 
important processes that Ecuador had initiated to achieve sustainable forest development, 
mentioning the Sustainable Forest Development Strategy which proposed a new forest 
sustainability policy that viewed natural forests as more than a source of timber. She also referred 
to the National Forest Stewardship System that helped ensure forest products came from areas 
under sustainable forest management. She mentioned the start of the first National Forest 
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Assessment in 2009, the establishment of the National Forest Rangers charged with controlling 
the ground movement of forest products, the introduction of the National Afforestation and 
Reforestation Plan, and the launching of the Forest Partnership Plan which provided incentives to 
small farmers and local communities to engage voluntarily in the conservation of their forests. 
She concluded by thanking various national and international bodies and institutions for their help 
in organizing the LACFC session.  
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 1) 
 
6. The agenda was adopted with the inclusion of the outcome of the pre-Commission 
Workshops “Support facilities for National Forest Programmes” as Item 4.4, and “Mechanisms 
for the reduction of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation  (REDD): outlook for 
Latin America” as Item 4.5. 
 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2) 
 
7. In accordance with Articles II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission elected 
a Chair, three Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur. The following members of the Commission were 
unanimously elected: 
 
 
 Chair: Camilo González (Ecuador), Amazon Subregional Group 
 Vice-Chairs:  Marilyn Headley (Jamaica), Caribbean Subregional Group 
  Luis Gustavo Torales (Paraguay), Southern Cone Subregional Group 
  William Schwartz (Nicaragua), Mesoamerica Subregional Group 
 Rapporteur: Jorge L. Menéndez (Argentina) 

   
8. Mr Carlos Marx R. Carneiro, Senior Forestry Officer at the FAO Regional Office for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, acted as Secretary. 
 
 
STATE OF FORESTRY IN THE REGION AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 24TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 3) 
 
9. The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2008/3 “State of forestry in the Region 
and follow-up to the recommendations of the 24th Session of the Commission”. 
 
10. The Secretariat referred to the established tradition of opening LACFC discussions with the 
presentation of a Secretariat Note on intersessional changes and initiatives in the Region.  
 
11. The Commission noted that the 2005 Global Forest Resources Assessment, prepared by 
FAO and member countries, gave the Region a total natural and plantation forest area of 924 
million hectares, equivalent to 45.7 percent of its land area and to 23.4 percent of the world forest 
area. The Commission also noted with concern that the Region had lost an annual 4.7 million 
hectares of forest during the period 2000-2005, accounting for 65 percent of annual global forest 
loss.  
 
12. La Commission was informed that during the period 2006-2008, the countries of the Region 
had continued to implement, review and formulate their forest policies according to the guidelines 
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for the formulation of national forest programmes that had been drawn up on the basis of 
agreements between countries, and to substantially build their institutions.  
 
13. The Commission was also informed of the increase in forest production and exports in the 
period 2006-2008 in the Region, and the consequent increase in employment in the sector. The 
Commission took note of the significant increase in protected areas.  
 
14. The Commission noted that progress had been made but that the Region continued to face 
two major challenges, namely overcoming restrictions and introducing better sustainable forest 
management procedures for natural forests and strengthening the prevention, control and fighting 
of forest fires.  
 
15. The Commission was informed of the impact of deforestation of natural forests and forest 
fires on climate change.  
 
16. The Commission thanked FAO for its presentation of the Secretariat Note.  
 
17. The Commission underlined with deep concern the devastating impact of recent hurricanes 
on Cuba and Haiti. The Commission expressed its solidarity with those countries which had been 
seriously affected by the events, that had caused social, economic and environmental 
emergencies, and recommended that the governments of the Region and FAO provide maximum 
support to those countries to help mitigate the negative effects and to permit the restoration of 
forest cover and the rebuilding of appropriate living conditions for the affected communities.  
 
18. Mexico offered its post-hurricane experience based on its actions in the states of Quintana 
Roo and Campeche whose forest resources had suffered extensive damage from a hurricane in 
2007. Chile indicated its willingness to support and cooperate with both Cuba and Haiti to 
mitigate the damage caused to forest stands by natural phenomena. It also expressed its 
willingness to cooperate with other interested countries.  
 
19. The Commission stressed that deforestation had a complex matrix of causes, including 
sectoral, economic and social interests that needed to be addressed beyond the forest sector. The 
Commission therefore recommended that COFO look into ways of providing greater support to 
countries in their efforts to reverse the loss of forest cover and forest degradation. (para. 19). 
 
20. Brazil expressed its opposition to illegal forest felling being addressed in international fora. 
It felt that this was a topic that needed to be discussed at national level.   
 
 
MAIN THEMES FOR DISCUSSION (Item 4)  
 
4.1 Forest institutions and legislation  
 
21. The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2008/4.1 “Forest institutions and 
legislation”.  
 
22. The Commission was informed of major developments in forest legislation, institutions and 
management and the main challenges that faced the forest sector as it sought to improve 
governance. It also considered a number of topics presented for discussion. The Secretariat’s 
introduction was complemented by presentations from the Central American Commission on 
Environment and Development (CCAD) and the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization 
(ACTO).  
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23. The Commission expressed its satisfaction with the presentation of the Secretariat Note and 
several countries recounted their progress in the field of forest institutions and legislation.  
 
24. The Commission stressed the importance of addressing forest development at both regional 
and national level. Important at national level were the national forest programmes.  
 
25. With regard to the issues suggested for consideration by the Commission in the Secretariat 
Note, the Commission stated that some of those issues had been addressed during the pre-
Commission Workshop on “Support facilities for the National Forest Programmes” (see Item 4.4). 
 
26. The Commission highlighted the importance of the National Forest Programme Facility in 
supporting the participation of local communities, indigenous peoples and other stakeholder 
groups in processes related to national forest plans.  
 
27. The Commission requested that FAO provide greater support in facilitating dialogue 
between countries to identify new mechanisms that would enhance the valuation, in the national 
accounts, of environmental goods and services generated by forest activities. (para. 27).  
 
28. The Commission agreed with the importance of the process of decentralization of bodies 
responsible for forest activity. But it also stressed that the process needed to be gradual, 
transparent and responsible; it underscored the importance of preparing the local authorities for 
the functions that they were to assume, providing them with appropriate capacity, equipment and  
support.  
 
4.2 Forests and Climate Change  
 
29. The Secretariat introduced the document FO:LACFC/2008/4.2 “Forests and climate 
change”.  
 
30. The Commission noted with interest the information given on recent global discussions on 
the role of forests in mitigating and adapting to climate change, which provided the forest sector 
with both challenges and opportunities. The Commission was informed of major initiatives to 
support efforts to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing 
countries (REDD).  
 
31. The Commission acknowledged that climate change was an opportunity to demonstrate to 
society that forests were part of the solution to the problem. However, given the present state of 
understanding and uncertainty about the effects of climate change, the forest sector would need to 
have reliable information to contribute effectively to discussion of the issue.  
 
32. The Commission stated that information on climate change was generally sourced outside 
the forest sector and generated confusion and myths on the response of forests to climate change. 
Many delegates agreed that there was a need to step up scientific and technological research in 
areas relating to forests, with a focus on how climate change affects forest health, vitality and 
distribution.  
 
33. Several countries of the Region, with extensive forest cover and no major problems of 
deforestation, requested FAO support so that deliberations on the second commitment period of 
the UNFCCC mechanism could consider forms of compensation for the maintenance of their 
forests.  
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34. Some delegates expressed their concern about mechanisms that could be established to 
support countries in reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, in the sense 
that these could be difficult to access and thus cause frustration, as in the case of the Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) for forest projects. In view of this, the Commission requested 
that FAO contribute to discussions in order to open simple routes to such mechanisms and to 
facilitate the access of countries to new resources made available by donor countries to finance 
the REDD.  
 
35. In some countries the forest sector was under a different public administration to that 
covering the environment and climate change, which could hamper coordinated action.  
 
36. The Commission requested that FAO set up a training programme on topics conducive to 
sustainable forest management and its relationship with climate change.  
 
4.3 Sustainable forest management  
  
37. The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2008/4.3 “Sustainable forest 
management”.  
 
38. The Commission noted that very often the overall contribution of forests to combating 
poverty and aiding economic development was underestimated, or not estimated at all, because 
single contributions were recorded separately and posted under different entries in national 
accounts. The situation was compounded by an inadequate valuation of the environmental goods 
and services that forests provided to society.  
 
39. The Secretariat emphasized the need for countries to promote the involvement of local 
communities and indigenous populations in the processes of development and implementation of 
national forest programmes and to create appropriate conditions for active participation of the 
private sector.  
 
40. The Commission was informed of progress in the Study “Exemplary cases of sustainable 
forest management in Latin America and the Caribbean” that it had requested at its 24th session  
and the major challenge of financing sustainable forest management.  
 
41. The Commission noted the findings of a study on the experiences of 19 countries of the 
Region in financing sustainable forest management and other related aspects.  
 
42. The Secretariat highlighted a number of salient features of forest areas, such as the 
persistently worrying level of deforestation and forest degradation. It highlighted the impact of 
natural phenomena and evidence of an increase in pests and diseases affecting the Region’s 
forests. It drew attention to the Region’s significant expansion of protected areas, amounting to 
almost 400 million hectares, and the need for those areas to have funding for their administration 
and sustainable management. The Commission stressed that such expansion should seek to 
include conservation areas that the countries had identified as priorities.  
 
43.  Commending the presentation of the theme, the Commission asked that FAO, in 
collaboration with the other members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), help the 
countries of the Region by facilitating access to funding for their forest programmes.  
 
44. The Commission noted the current availability of funds, but agreed that the challenge lay in 
delivering those funds to sustainable forest management programmes in the countries of the 
Region. 
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45. The Commission agreed that there was a need to explore new sources and mechanisms of 
funding for the forest sector, including payment for environmental services and incorporation into  
market mechanisms (stock exchange).  
 
4.4 Pre-Commission Workshop “Support facilities for national forest programmes”  
 
46. During discussion of Item 4.1, the Commission analysed the merit of including the 
presentation and discussion of the major findings of the pre-Commission workshops in the agenda 
of the session. The Commission agreed to include the findings of the above workshop in the 
agenda.  
 
47. Some delegates stated that this new modality should affect the organization of the next 
LACFC session it carried higher participation costs. It also meant that failure to attend the pre-
Commission workshops made it difficult to validate their conclusions and recommendations. 
Delegates from English-speaking countries stated that if the pre-Commission workshops were to 
be included in the LACFC agenda, they should have interpretation and documentation in English.
  
48. This pre-Commission workshop held on 28 September 2008 was attended by 11 
Commission delegates and 46 observers.  
 
49. The Commission agreed to include in the report of the session the workshop’s 
considerations which were presented to the Commission and which are transcribed in paragraph 
50 below.   
 
50. Brazil expressed its opposition to the inclusion of items 4.4 and 4.5 in the report of the 
session.  
 
 Introduction 

 
The Twenty-fifth session of the LACFC will consider issues relating to forest institutions and 
legislation in the Region and will therefore focus on the development of national forest programmes 
(NFPs). Because of its heavy agenda, the LACFC will have relatively little time to discuss this 
important topic and how the NFPs can be supported to enhance their development; hence the 
precaution of organizing prior discussion to produce concrete inputs for the work of the LACFC. 
 
The workshop findings are presented as a contribution to discussions and recommendations of the 
Commission, especially in dealing with items 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3., and as assistance to the LACFC 
Subregional Groups in determining their workplans for 2008-2010. 
 
Suggestions:  
 
a. General suggestions for the national forest programmes and the National Forest Programme Facility 
 
National forest programmes 
 
In many countries, sustainable forest development is under the twin authority of forest conservation 
and forest production. The problems arising from the lack of harmonization between these authorities 
need to be analysed and resolved by the highest national authorities so that the forest sector, alone and 
with other sectors, can better contribute to national development. 
 
The sustainable development of forest resources requires interaction between the forest and other 
sectors. Such interaction would be better supported by FAO if the Organization were to enhance the 
integration of the programmes of its different departments.  
 
Many countries are vigorously updating their forest policies, legislation and institutions, and including 
mechanisms of dialogue and coordination. Special attention should be paid to creating and developing 
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related bodies, and to enhancing the dissemination of policies and regulations among national 
populations. 
 
The National Forest Programme Facility 
 
The scope of this facility in the Region should be expanded given its galvanizing impact. At the same 
time, applying the Human Development Index (HDI) as the parameter for determining country 
eligibility for support is preventing the forest areas of countries with a high HDI, which are generally 
the most depressed areas, from benefiting from the facility. Its steering committee should review this 
criterion and consider the real level of development of forest areas using the Unsatisfied Basic Needs 
indicator. 
 
Many countries of the Region have recently issued or are planning to issue amendments to their forest 
legislation and regulations and to their forest development plans. Several countries are also in the 
process of restructuring their national forest authorities. Facility support is in high demand for 
cooperation along these lines. In the case of partner countries, it is the facility national committees that 
determine priority in fund allocation, while non-partner countries must first apply for partnership in 
order to receive support. 
 
The facility has supported three subregional processes in the Region (CCAD, ACICAFOC and 
CANARI). The demonstrated results and potential for further action in support of the NFPs argue in 
favour of the facility broadening such cooperation, with priority to the establishment of information 
exchange networks.  
 
b. Suggestions on the Puembo Initiative 
 
The Puembo Initiative, as an informal platform for the management and exchange of information, has 
permitted significant achievements in forest dialogue in the Region. The 10 suggested priorities for a 
shared agenda that come from the Initiative (formulated from findings of cross-cutting analyses and 
topic identification relating to governance, valorization and financing, intersectoriality and national-
international linkage) are starting to be included in the programme of work of the Commission and its 
subregions, a development that will undoubtedly be accentuated in the future. 
 
It is also expected to contribute substantively towards systematically strengthening intersectoral 
dialogue on forest policy, integrating representatives of other sectors. Their participation in discussion 
forums will help foster convergence between different NFP support agencies and mechanisms, thereby 
enhancing complementarity between them and with government programmes. It could also play a 
useful role in fostering a seamless exchange of information and knowledge between subregions, 
countries and levels (national, subregional, region, international). 
 
c. Suggestions on the National Strategies for Forest Financing (NSFF) 
 
Valorization of forests and the forest sector. 
 
The many benefits that society and other sectors gain from forests need to be evidenced, valued and 
included in the national accounts. Greater efforts should be made to profile the forest sector as an 
opportunity and not as a problem (enhance its image). 
 
National Strategies for Forest Financing 
 
The NSFF need to be formulated in an integrated manner, taking into account the differences that exist 
within and between countries, considering all types of forest and identifying stakeholders (government, 
cooperation agencies, private sector, NGOs and local groups) and their roles. An enabling environment 
needs to be created to apply mechanisms of investment and of payment for goods and services. The 
relationship between forest and financial sectors should be strengthened within the NSFF, and 
guarantee and insurance mechanisms established. 
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Training for successful valorization and the NSFF 
 
Training and exchange of knowledge are key instruments for the formulation and implementation of 
the NSFF, in other words building capacity for development of financial mechanisms and exchange of 
information between and within sectors, countries and regions. The NSFF need to be strengthened 
through training and in-depth studies and evaluation of existing traditional and innovative mechanisms. 

 
4.5 Pre-Commission Workshop “Mechanisms to reduce emissions from deforestation and 

forest degradation (REDD): outlook for Latin America”  
 

51. The Commission also agreed to include this workshop in the agenda and its deliberations in 
the body of the report, which are transcribed below as a contribution to LACFC discussions on 
“Forests and climatic change”.  
 
 Introduction and background 

 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change recognized reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) as a mechanism of climate change mitigation for the 
second commitment period of the UNFCCC mechanism. Current debate centres on how the REDD 
mechanisms can respond to objectives relating to climate change, forest conservation and poverty 
alleviation. 
 
A pre-LACFC workshop was held on Saturday 27 September 2008 to examine the progress of REDD 
in Latin America from the perspective of different stakeholder groups in the Region and addressing the 
technical and policy aspects. The workshop was attended by 11 delegates of the Commission1 and 41 
observers.  
 
REDD challenges and opportunities for the forest sector 
 
Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation is an option for conserving forests and 
their biodiversity, by reducing deforestation. However, REDD also poses challenges for governments 
and countries. 
 
Opportunities 
 
 Different funds and mechanisms exist to support country preparation for REDD. 
 Latin America is the region with the most tropical forests and the highest levels of deforestation, 

which makes it a suitable region for the development of REDD mechanisms.  
 It will help clarify land tenure and property rights, and forest use. 
 New sources of financing will be created from the carbon market (not grants) for forest 

management and conservation. 
 
Challenges 
 
 There is a need to create technical capabilities (to develop methodologies, baseline, etc.) and 

 human and institutional capacity in each country. 
 The benefits will need to be distributed equitably, with the inclusion of indigenous peoples and 

 local communities. 
 The causes of deforestation need to be understood, so that they can be addressed. 
 Countries need to determine consensual positions which could favour the participation of countries 

 with small forests areas.  
 
 

                                                            
1 Belize, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Santa Lucia and 
Venezuela. 
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INFORMATION ITEMS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMISSION BY 
FAO (ITEM 5) 
 
52. The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2008/5.1 “Information items: FAO’s 
Forestry Strategy; Global Forest Resources Assessment; World Forestry Congress; Global 
situation of forest genetic resources” and document FO:LACFC/2008/5.2 “Information items: 
progress in the Regional Technical Cooperation Networks”. 
 
53. The Secretariat briefed delegates on the FAO Forestry Strategy which was being formulated 
in response to global changes that impacted on the forest sector, including economic globalization 
and accelerated climate change. The delegates also listened with interest to information on: the 
Global Forest Resources Assessment-2010; the publication of the FAO “State of the World’s 
Forests-2009”; the state of the world’s forest genetic resources; the XIII World Forestry Congress; 
the Strategic Framework on Forests and Climate Change of the Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests; and the next International Years on forest-related themes declared by the United Nations 
General Assembly. The Secretariat then introduced document FO:LACFC/2008/5.2 summarizing 
the activities carried out by the technical cooperation networks under the auspices of the FAO 
Regional Office. 
 
54. With regard to the activities of the regional technical cooperation networks, the 
Commission suggested that there should be greater coordination in addressing common issues in 
order to avoid duplication of effort. The Secretariat for its part, when presenting its document, 
highlighted the importance of achieving more active participation of member countries of the 
Commission in the activities of the regional networks. 
 
55. The Commission was informed of the parallel events to its session in Quito: the Workshop 
on Forest Education in Latin America in support of the Latin American Network on Forest 
Education (RELAFOR) and the Seminar on Payment for Environmental Services in Protected 
Areas, in the framework of REDPARQUES. 
 
56. The Commission was informed of the creation of RELAFOR at the IV Latin American 
Forestry Congress (CONFLAT), held in April 2008 in Merida, Venezuela.   
 
57. Various delegates expressed their concern about forest education in the Region. The 
delegate of Venezuela recommended that the Secretariat submit for consideration by the LACFC 
Executive Committee the proposal that RELAFOR be considered as a subsidiary body of the 
Commission. 
 
58. The Commission listened with interest to the conclusions and recommendations of the IV 
CONFLAT and recommended that closer links be established between the LACFC and 
CONFLAT, along the lines of those that existed between the FAO Forestry Department and the 
World Forestry Congress. 
 
 
FOREST ACTIVITIES OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE REGION (ITEM 6) 
 
59. The Commission listened with interest to the presentations of the following bodies on their 
international or regional forest activities: the Secretariats of the United Nations Forum on Forests 
(UNFF) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB); the Netherlands Development 
Cooperation, and the Latin American Forestry Congress (CONFLAT). The UNFF and the CDB 
distributed information sheets to delegates. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION (ITEM 7) 
 
60. Under this Item, the outgoing Vice-Chairs of the Subregional Groups of the Commission 
reported at length on the activities that had been undertaken under the Workplan 2006-2008, 
while the incoming Vice-Chairs presented the Workplans for 2008-2010. The Subregional Group 
proposals are given in Appendix D. 
 
 
REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO) (ITEM 8) 
 
61. The Commission stressed with deep concern the devastating impact of recent hurricanes in 
Cuba and Haiti. The Commission expressed its solidarity with these countries which had been 
seriously affected by the events, that had caused social, economic and environmental 
emergencies, and recommended that the governments of the Region and FAO provide maximum 
support to those countries to mitigate the negative effects and to permit the restoration of forest 
cover and the rebuilding of appropriate living conditions in the affected communities. 
 
62. The Commission stressed that deforestation responded to a complex model of causality 
involving sectoral, economic and social interests that needed to be addressed beyond the forest 
sector. The Commission therefore recommended that COFO examine ways of providing greater 
support to countries in their national efforts to reverse the loss of forest cover and forest 
degradation.  
 
63. The Commission requested that FAO provide greater support in facilitating dialogue 
between countries to identify new mechanisms that would serve to enhance the valuation, in 
national accounts, of environmental goods and services that forests and forest activities generate. 
 
64. Some delegates expressed their concern about the mechanisms that could be established to 
support countries in reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation, in the sense that they 
could be complicated to access and thus cause frustration, as in the case of the Clean 
Development Mechanism (CMD) for forest projects. In view of this, the Commission requested 
that FAO help open simple access routes to such mechanisms and facilitate the access of countries 
to new resources made available by donor countries to finance the REDD. 
 
65. The Commission requested that FAO establish a training programme on topics that would 
promote sustainable forest management and its relationship with climate change. 
 
66. Commending the presentation of the item, the Commission asked that FAO, together with 
the other members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), assist the countries of the 
Region by facilitating access to funding for their forest programmes. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS (ITEM 9) 
 
67. The Commission urged governments, and in particular ministries responsible for forest 
programmes, to bear in mind the content of this report of the 25th Session of the LACFC when 
implementing their forest policies and programmes, in accordance with national considerations, 
needs and capacities. 
 
68. The Assistant Director-General of the FAO Forestry Department again invited delegates to 
attend the 19th Session of the Forestry Committee. The week of the COFO meeting in March 
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2009 would be much more than a COFO meeting, as the Steering Committee had recommended 
turning the week into the World Forest Week, with COFO featuring as the main event. 
 
69. There were three reasons for this decision: first, as a logical step after the reform of COFO 
which had permitted broader participation; second, to increase the visibility of the forestry sector; 
and third, to further strengthen relations with countries and with Regional Forestry Commissions 
and COFO. 
 
70. Two principal themes had been selected for the week: "Adapting forest policies and 
institutions to change" and "Sustainable forest management and climate change". 
 
71. During the week, participants would be able to meet leaders of member countries of the 
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, and colleagues from Argentina and FAO would brief them 
on the World Forestry Congress. 
 
72. The Commission expressed its great interest in participating actively in the World Forest 
Week. 
 
73. The delegation of the United States of America referred to a proposal that it had made, 
together with Mexico and Chile, and invited the LACFC member countries to conduct an analysis 
of the vulnerability of Latin America and Caribbean forests to climate change and, on the basis of 
that analysis, to suggest mitigation strategies and specific research priorities for each forest region 
of the Region. The proposal would last two years, one to gather information and another to 
analyse the results and draft the report. The findings would be presented at the next session of the 
LACFC. 
 
74. Many delegates welcomed this proposal and, speaking on behalf of their respective 
countries, expressed their desire to participate. 
 
75. In response to the Commission’s concern about the need to reformulate the structure of its 
sessions, the LACFC Secretariat referred to a proposal for change that the LACFC Executive 
Committee had put forward at its last meeting in Quito, Ecuador, in July 2007. However, because 
of a series of impediments to its implementation reported by the Secretariat, the Commission 
agreed that the next meeting of the Executive Committee would finalize the proposal in close 
collaboration with the LACFC member countries. In any case, it was agreed that the next session 
should be organized according to the new format. 
 
76. Many delegates expressed their views for consideration by the Executive Committee when 
reformulating the LACFC sessions. 
    
 
PLACE AND DATE OF THE NEXT SESSION (ITEM 10) 
 
77. The delegate of Guatemala offered to host the Twenty-sixth Session of the LACFC in 2010. 
The delegation of Mexico supported the offer and stated the importance of holding a session or a 
study tour in conjunction with the North American Forestry Commission (NAFC), whose 
Twenty-fifth Session would be held in Mexico in 2010 and therefore in a city close to Guatemala. 
 
78. The Commission welcomed the offer of the delegations of Guatemala and Mexico. 
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79. As a result of the restructuring under way in FAO, COFO sessions would be held in 
October from 2010, so the sessions of the regional forestry commissions would have to be held in 
the first half of the year. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSURE OF THE SESSION (ITEM 11)  
 
80. The Session was closed by Messrs Jan Heino, Carlos Marx Carneiro and José Antonio 
Prado, on behalf of FAO, and by Mr Camilo González on behalf of the Republic of Ecuador. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

AGENDA 
 

 

1. Opening of the session and adoption of the agenda. 

2. Election of officers. 

3. State of forestry in the Region and follow-up to the recommendations of the 24th Session of 
the Commission. 

4. Main themes for discussion:  
4.1 Forest institutions and legislation 
4.2 Forests and climate change 
4.3 Sustainable forest management 
4.4 Pre-Commission Workshop: “Support facilities for national forest programmes” 
4.5 Pre-Commission Workshop “Mechanisms to reduce emissions from deforestation and 

forest degradation (REDD): outlook for Latin America” 

5. Information items brought to the attention of the Commission by FAO. 

6. Forest activities of other organizations in the Region.  

7. Activities of the subregional groups of the Commission. 

8. Regional issues identified by the Commission for the attention of the Committee on Forestry 
(COFO). 

9. Other business. 

10. Place and date of the next session. 

11. Adoption of the report and closing of the session. 
 
Pre-Commission Workshop:  Forestry education in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
  
 Chairman:  Camilo González (Ecuador) 
   

 Vice-Chairmen:   Marilyn Headley (Jamaica) 
    Luis Gustavo Torales (Paraguay) 

  William Schwartz (Nicaragua) 
 

 Rapporteur:  Jorge L. Menéndez (Argentina) 
 

 Secretary:  Carlos Marx R. Carneiro 
 

ARGENTINA  
 
Jorge Luis Menéndez 
Director de Bosques 
Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo 
Sustentable 
San Martín 459, Of. 344, piso 3 
1004 Buenos Aires 
Tel: (5411) 4348-8488, 4348-8499 
Fax: (5411) 4348-8486 
Email: jmenendez@ambiente.gov.ar  
 
Liliana Mabel Corinaldesi 
Coordinadora Técnica 
Dirección de Forestación 
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Pesca y 
Alimentos (SAGPyA) 
Paseo Colón 922 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Tel: (5411) 43492102 /81 
Fax: (5411) 43492106/81 
Email: lcorinaldesi@mecon.gov.ar  
lcorin@mecon.gov.ar 
 
BELIZE 
 
Wilber Sabido 
Chief Forest Officer 
Forest Department 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Environment 
Forest Drive 
Belmopan 
Tel: (501) 822 1524, direct: 822 2079 
Fax: (501) 8221523 
Email: cfo@mnrei.gov.bz 
fdbelize@gmail.com 
   

BRAZIL 
 
Fernando Paiva Scardua 
Diretor 
Ministério do Meio Ambiente 
SEPN 505, Bloco B, 5ª andar, sala 503 
CEP 70.730-542 
Brasilia D.F. 
Tel: (5561) 3105-2132 
Fax: (5561) 3105-2131 
Email: fernando.scardua@mma.gov.br 
 
Daniella Poppius Brichta 
Segunda Secretaria 
Ministério das Relações Exteriores 
Palácio Itamaraty 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco H, 
Anexo I – Room 439 
Brasilia D.F. 
Tel: (5561) 3411-8447 
Fax: (5561) 3411-8446 
Email: dbrichta@mre.gov.br  
 
CHILE 
 
María Catalina Bau Aedo 
Directora Ejecutiva 
Corporación Nacional Forestal (CONAF) 
Avda. Bulnes 285, Of. 501 
Santiago 
Tel: (562) 6630220 
Fax: (562) 6630219 
Email: cbau@conaf.cl   
mpinto@conaf.cl 
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COSTA RICA 
 
Gilbert Canet 
Sistema Nacional de Áreas de Conservación 
(SINAC) 
Ministerio del Ambiente, Energía y 
Telecomunicaciones 
Apartado 10.104 
1000 San José 
Tel: (506) 22560917 
Fax: (506) 22561932 
Email: gilbert.canet@sinac.go.cr 
 
CUBA 
 
Elías Linares Landa 
Director Nacional Forestal 
Dirección Nacional Forestal 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Av. Boyeros y Conill 
Plaza de la Revolución 
La Habana 
Tel: (537) 881-7875, 884-5476 
Fax: (537) 881-7875 
Email: elias@minag.gov.cu  
 
DOMINICA  
 
Minchinton Burton 
Director of Forestry, Wildlife and Parks (Ag.) 
Forestry, Wildlife and Parks Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment 
Botanical Gardens 
Roseau 
Tel: (1-767) 4482401 direct: 4482471, ext. 
3817 
Fax: (1-767) 4487999 
Email: Forestry@cwdom.dm  
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
Bernabé Mañón Rossi 
Subsecretario de Recursos Forestales 
Secretaría de Estado de Medio Ambiente y 
Recursos Naturales 
Edif. ODC, 3er. Piso 
Centro de los Héroes 
Santo Domingo, D.N. 
Tel: (1-809) 5335183 ext.224; 5348432 
Fax: (1-809) 5089039; 534-8432 
Email: recursosforestales_repdom@yahoo.com   

abemarossi@gmail.com 

Ramón Díaz Beard 
Coordinador Técnico 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Forestales 
Secretaría de Estado de Medio Ambiente y 
Recursos Naturales 
Edif. ODC, 3er. Piso, Centro de los Héroes 
Santo Domingo, D.N. 
Tel: (1-809) 5335183 ext.264; 5348432 
Fax: (1-809) 5089039; 534-8432 
Email: rdramondiaz@gmail.com 
 
ECUADOR 
 
Camilo González 
Director Nacional Forestal (E) 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas 
Edificio MAGAP, pisos 7 y 8 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 563-542 
Fax: (593-2) 506-446 
Email: cgonzalez@ambiente.gov.ec  
 
Manuel Bravo Cedeño 
Subsecretario de Capital Natural 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas 
Edificio MAGAP, pisos 7 y 8 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 563-542 
Fax: (593-2) 506-446 
Email: mbravo@ambiente.gov.ec  
 
Luis Xavier Viteri O. 
Asesor Ministerial 
Ministerio Coordinador Patrimonio Natural 
y Cultural 
Colón E534 y Juan León Mera 
Edif. Ministerio de Cultura, piso 2A 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 222-2071 
Fax: (593-2) 252-1852 
Email: xavier.viteri@presidencia.gov.ec 
 
Federico Meneses 
Director General de Medio Ambiente 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
Carrión 10-40 y Av. 10 de Agosto 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 299-3234 
Fax: (593-2) 299-3234 
Email: fmeneses@mmrree.gov.ec 
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Oswaldo Sarango 
Responsable Fomento Forestal 
Dirección Nacional Forestal 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Av. Amazonas y Av. Eloy Alfaro, Edificio 
MAG, piso 8 
Quito 
Tel.: (593-2) 2563542 
Fax: (593-2) 2506446 
Email: osarango@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Juan Andrés Salvador Muñóz 
Funcionario Dirección General de Medio 
Ambiente 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
Carrión 10-40 y Av. 10 de Agosto 
Quito 
Tel/Fax: (593-2) 299-3200, ext. 3438 
Email: asalvador@mmrree.gov.ec 
  
Guido D’Arezzo Tipan Fraga 
Director Regional  
Unidad de Promoción y Desarrollo Forestal  
PROFORESTAL 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Pesca y 
Acuacultura 
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Piso 5, Edif. 
MAGAP  
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 3960100 ext. 1170 
Email: guido_tipan@hotmail.com 
 
Edgar Vásquez 
Director Técnico Nacional  
Unidad de Promoción y Desarrollo Forestal  
PROFORESTAL 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Pesca y 
Acuacultura 
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Piso 5, Edif. 
MAGAP  
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 3960100 – 1170 
Email: edgarvasquez@andinanet.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alba Y. Sarango Valverde 
Jefe Protección Forestal 
Unidad de Promoción y Desarrollo 
Forestal  PROFORESTAL 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, 
Pesca y Acuacultura 
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Piso 5, Edif. 
MAGAP  
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 3960100 ext. 1170 
Email: albasarango@andinanet.net 
 
Segundo Pedro Quelal Onofre 
Ministerio del Ambiente  
Regional Carchi-Imbabura 
Ibarra 
Cel: 09-3770547 
Fax: 062-950551 
Email: p_quelalonofre@yahoo.es  
 
Yolanda Jaramillo V. 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Edif. 
MAGAP  
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 256-5027 
Email: yjaramillo@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Marco Trelles Jiménez 
Subproceso Control Forestal 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Edif. 
MAGAP  
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 256-3542 
Fax: (593-2) 250-6446 
Email: mtrelles@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Christian Santiago Brazales Paredes 
Técnico de Apoyo Sistema Nacional de 
Control Forestal 
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Edificio 
MAGAP 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 256-3542 
Email: cbrazales@ambiente.gov.ec 
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Mónica Tello 
Dir. Inversión y Cooperación Internacional 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Edificio MAGAP 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 256-5027 
Email: mtello@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Luis Enrique Loor Solórzano 
Inter Forestal Regional Esmeraldas 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
PVar entre Cañizares y Mejía 
Esmeraldas 
Tel: (593-6) 272-1781 
Fax: (593-6) 272-3204 
Email: luisloorsolorzano@yahoo.es 
  
EL SALVADOR 
 
Lucía Alicia Gómez Vaquerano 
Dirección General de Ordenamiento Forestal, 
Cuencas y Riego 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
Final Av. Manuel Gallardo y 1ª Av. Norte, 
Santa Tecla 
La Libertad 
Tel: (503) 2241 - 1715/1716 
Fax: (503) 2228-3262 (telefax) 
Email: lgomez@mag.gob.sv / 
luciagomezsv@yahoo.com 
 
GUATEMALA 
 
Edwin Oliva Hurtarte 
Coordinador del Programa Forestal Nacional 
Instituto Nacional de Bosques, INAB 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y 
Alimentación 
7a. Avenida 12-90 "A", Zona 13 
Ciudad de Guatemala 
Tel: (502) 2440-2819 
Fax: (502) 2440-2819 
Email: eoliva@inab.gob.gt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luis Barrera Garavito 
Gerente 
Instituto Nacional de Bosques (INAB) 
Ministerio de Agricultura Ganadería y 
Alimentación 
7a. Avenida 12-90 "A", Zona 13 
Ciudad de Guatemala 
Tel./Fax: (502) 2445-4072 
Email: gerencia@inab.gob.gt 
 
GUYANA 
 
Jagdesh  Singh 
Deputy Commissioner of Forests 
Guyana Forestry Commission 
P.O. Box 1029 
Georgetown 
Tel: (592) 22-67271/4; 22-53898 (direct) 
cel: 6411451 
Fax: (592) 2-268956 
Email: commissioner@forestry.gov.gy  
Jadesh_singh@hotmail.com 
 
JAMAICA 
 
Marilyn Headley 
CEO and Conservator of Forests 
Forestry Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
173 Constant Spring Road 
Kingston 8 
Tel: (1-876) 924-2667; 924-2668 
Fax: (1-876) 9242626 
Email: mheadley@forestry.gov.jm  
  
MEXICO 
 
José Cibrián Tovar   
Director General 
Comisión Nacional Forestal (CONAFOR) 
Av. Periférico Poniente Nº 5360 
Col. San Juan de Ocotán 
Zapopan, Jal. México 45019 
Tel: (5233) 3777-7077 
Fax: (5233) 3777-7078 
Email: jcibrian@conafor.gob.mx  
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Carlos E. González Vicente 
Jefe, Unidad de Asuntos Internacionales y 
Fomento Financiero 
Comisión Nacional Forestal (CONAFOR) 
Av. Periférico Poniente Nº 5360 
Col. San Juan de Ocotán 
Zapopan, Jal. México 45019 
Tel: (5233) 3777-7047 
Fax: (5233) 3777-7028 
Email: cgonzalez@conafor.gob.mx 
 
Víctor E. Sosa Cedillo 
Coordinador General de Producción y 
Productividad 
Av. Periférico Poniente Nº 5360 
Col. San Juan de Ocotán 
Zapopan, Jal. México 45019 
Tel: (5233) 3777-7000 ext. 2000 
Fax: (5233) 3777-7028 
Email: vsosa@conafor.gob.mx 
   
NICARAGUA 
 
William Schwartz Cunningham 
Director Ejecutivo 
Instituto Nacional Forestal (INAFOR) 
Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal 
(MAGFOR) 
Km 12 ½ Carretera Norte frente a Zona Franca 
Edificio MARENA 
Managua 
Tel: (505) 233-0121, 233-0013 
Fax: (505) 233-0013 
Email: direjecutiva@inafor.gob.ni / 
wschwartz@inafor.gob.ni 
 
PANAMA 
 
Carlos Melgarejo 
Director Encargado 
Dirección de Gestión Integrado de Cuencas 
Hidrográficas 
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente 
Albrook, Edificio 804 
Balboa, Ancón 
Tel: (507) 500-0866 
Fax: (507) 500-0856, 0844 
Email: carlos_melgarejo03@yahoo.com  

c.melgarejo@anam.gob.pa 
 
 
 

PARAGUAY 
 
Luis Gustavo Torales 
Instituto Forestal Nacional 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
Ruta Mariscal Estigarribia, Km 10 ½ 
San Lorenzo 
Tel: (595-21) 575-562, 570-517 
Fax: (595-21) 575562 
Email: sfn.mag@gmail.com / 
mag@mag.gov.py 
 
Damiana Mann 
Directora de Planificación 
Instituto Forestal Nacional 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
Ruta Mariscal Estigarribia, Km 10 ½ 
San Lorenzo 
Tel: (595-21) 575-564 
Fax: (595-21) 575562 
Email: damidel@cu.com.py  
 
PERU 
 
Lucy Rocío Malleux Hernani 
Directora de Planeamiento y Promoción 
Forestal y de Fauna Silvestre 
Instituto Nacional de Recursos Naturales 
(INRENA) 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Calle Diecisiete N° 355, Urb. El Palomar, 
San Isidro 
Apartado Postal 4452 
Lima 27 
Tel: (511) 225-9005; (511) 9997-43750 
Fax: (511) 4752455 
Email: rmalleux@inrena.gob.pe / 
rmalleux@gmail.com 
 
SAINT LUCIA W.I. 
 
Adams Toussaint 
Assistant Chief Forestry Officer 
Forestry Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries 
Castries 
Tel: (758) 468-5641 
Email: Toussaintadams@yahoo.com 
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SURINAME 
 
Rene Somopawiro 
Acting General Director 
Foundation for Forest Management and 
Production Control (SBB) 
Dr. Martin Luther Kingweg perc. 283 
P.O. Box 436 
Paramaribo 
Tel: (597) 483 131, Cel: 880 7914 
Fax: (597) 483 051 
Email: sbbsur@sr.net / 
renesomo@hotmail.com   
 
THE NETHERLANDS 
 
Herman J.F. Savenije 
Oficial Forestal 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Naturaleza y 
Calidad Alimentaria 
Caja Postal 482 
6710 BL Ede 
Tel: (31-318) 822-935 (secr. 500) 
Fax: (31-318) 822-550 
Email: h.j.f.savenije@minlnv.nl 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Ariel E. Lugo 
Director 
International Institute of Tropical Forestry 
US Forest Service's International Institute of 
Tropical Forestry 
Jardín Botánico Sur, 1201 Calle Ceiba 
San Juan, PR 00926-1119 
Tel: (1-787) 766-5335 
Fax: (1-787) 766-6263 
Email: alugo@fs.fed.us 
 
Elizabeth Mayhew 
Latin America and Caribbean Program 
Coordinator 
US Forest Service International Programs 
Office 
US Department of Agriculture 
5500 W Franklin Court, 1099 14th St., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3042 
Tel: (1-202) 273-4753 
Fax: (1-202) 208-3160 
Email: lmayhew@fs.fed.us    
 
 

URUGUAY 
 
Carlos Mantero 
Director General Forestal  
Dirección General Forestal 
Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y Pesca 
Cerrito 318 
CP 11000 Montevideo 
Tel: (5982) 915-1900 
Fax: (5982) 915-1900, int. 131 
Email: cmantero@mgap.gub.uy / 
dforestal@mgap.gub.uy  
 
Luis Sancho 
Secretaría Técnica Subregión Cono Sur / 
COFLAC 
Guillermo Tell 3866 
CP 11700 Montevideo 
Tel: (5982) 208-7586 
Fax: (5982) 208-7586 
Email: sancho@forumxxi.org  
 
VENEZUELA 
 
María Eugenia Benítez 
Coordinadora General para Reservas 
Forestales 
Despacho del Viceministerio de 
Conservación Ambiental 
Ministerio del Poder Popular para el 
Ambiente 
Torre Sur, piso 22, Centro Simón Bolívar 
El Silencio 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 408-1252/53 
Fax: (58-212) 408-1254 
Email: mbenitez@minamb.gob.ve 
 
Moraima Goudet 
Asesora Legal 
Dirección General de Bosques 
Ministerio del Poder Popular para el 
Ambiente 
Torre Sur, piso 22, Centro Simón Bolívar 
El Silencio 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 408-1252/53 
Fax: (58-12) 408-1254 
Email: mgoudet@minamb.gob.ve 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
 
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFF) 
 

Catalina Santamaria 
Forest Policy Affairs Expert 
One UN Plaza, Room 1246 
New York, NY 10017 USA  
Tel: (212) 963-4703  
Fax: (917) 367-3186 
Email: santamaria@un.org  

 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 

Tim Christophersen 
Environmental Affairs Officer for forest biodiversity 
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
413 St-Jacques O., Suite 800,  
Montreal, AC., H2Y 1N9, Canadá 
Tel: (514) 287-7036 
Fax: (514) 288-6588 
Email: Tim.Christophersen@cbd.in   
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) 
   

Carlos E. Aragón 
Asesor Senior 
SHIS - QI 05, Conjunto 16, Casa 21 - Lago Sul 
CEP 71615-160 
Brasilia, DF, BRASIL 
Tel: (55-61) 3248-4119 
Fax: (55-61) 3248-4238 
Email: carlos.aragon@otca.org.br 
  
Luis Alberto Oliveros L. 
Coordinador Medio Ambiente 
SHIS - QI 05, Conjunto 16, Casa 21 - Lago Sul 
CEP 71615-160 
Brasilia, DF, BRASIL 
Tel: (55-61) 3248-4119 
Fax: (55-61) 3248-4238 
Email: loliveros@otca.org.br 
  
Hans Thiel 
Asesor ALFA 
Coruña 1379 y Orellana – uio 
Tel: (593-2) 222-0739 
Email: thiel.ec@gmail.com 



FO:LACFC/2008/REP 
 

21

Grupo de Trabajo Amazónico (GTA) 
 

Rubens Gomes 
Presidente 
Rua 22, Cuadra O casa 08- Conj. São Cristovāo-Zumbi II 
Manaus-Amazonas 
Brasil 
Tel.: (5592) 36485836 
Fax: (5592) 36445459 
Email: rubensgomes@ocla.org.br 

 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
 

Doris Cordero Camacho 
Oficial Programa de Bosques 
Oficina Regional para Sudamérica 
Quiteño Libre 249 y La Cumbre 
Sector Bellavista 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 2261-075 ext. 30 
Fax: (593-2) 2263-075  
Email: doris.cordero@sur.iucn.org  
 
Arturo Santos 
Coordinador, Unidad de Biodiversidad y Uso Sostenible 
Oficina Regional para Mesoamérica 
Costa Sur Escuela Porfirio Brenes Castro 
Moravia, San José, Costa Rica 
Tel: (506) 22410101 
Fax: (506) 22409934 
Email: jose-arturo.santos@iucn.org 
 

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 
 

Gustavo Cárdenas 
Director de Recursos Naturales y Gestión Ambiental 
IICA – 600 mts Noreste del Cruce a Ipís 
Coronado, Costa Rica 
Tel: (506) 2216-0222 
Fax: (506) 2216-0311 
Email: gustavo.cardenas@iica.int  
 

Andean Development Cooperation (CAF) 
 

María Teresa Szauer 
Directora de Medio Ambiente 
Torre CAF, Av. Luis Roche 
Altamira 
Caracas, Venezuela 
Tel: (58-212) 209-2111 
Fax: (58212) 209-2444 
Email: Infocaf@caf.com  
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SNV - Netherlands Development Organisation 
 

Albert Bokkestijn 
Senior advisor in Inclusive Forestry 
Alberto del Campo 411 
Lima, Perú 
Tel: (511) 219-3100 
Fax: (511) 264-4722, 219-3100 
Email: abokkestijn@snvworld.org  
   
Irene Angeletti 
Senior advisor in Inclusive Forestry 
Av. Coruña y Valladolid esq. Edificio Galley 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593) 422-32021 
Fax: (593) 422-32021 
Email: iangeletti@snvworld.org  

 
Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center (CATIE) 
 

Ronnie de Camino 
Sub-Director General 
CATIE 7170 
Cartago 
Turrialba 30501, Costa Rica  
Tel: (506) 558-2318 
Fax: (506) 558-2057 
Email: rcamino@catie.ac.cr 

    
Fernando Carrera 
Gerente Red Iberoamericana de Bosques Modelo 
CATIE 7170 
Cartago 
Turrialba 30501, Costa Rica  
Tel: (506) 558-2619 
Fax: (506) 558-2057 
Email: fcarrera@catie.ac.cr  

 
TRAFFIC América del Sur 
 
 Bernardo Ortiz 
 Director 
 Quiteño Libre 249 y La Cumbre, Sector Bellavista 

Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 2261-075 
Fax: (593-2) 2263-075 
            
      
 
 
 
 



FO:LACFC/2008/REP 
 

23

Ulrich Malesa 
Experto en Gobernanza y Transparencia Forestal 
Quiteño Libre 249 y La Cumbre, Sector Bellavista, 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 2261-075 
Fax: (593-2) 2263-075 
Email: ulrich.malessa@traffic.sur.iucn.org         
           

Asociación Coordinadora Indígena y Campesina de Agroforestería Comunitaria, 
ACICAFOC 
 

Alberto Chinchilla 
Director Ejecutivo 
Apartado 2089-1002 
San José, Costa Rica 
Tel: (506) 2236-6217; 2240-6274 
Fax: (506) 2241-1996 
Email: oficinaregional@acicafoc.org  

    
Tropenbos Internacional 
 

Kees van Dijk 
Lawickse Allee 11 
6701 AN Wageningen, The Netherlands 
Tel: (31-317) 481-415 
Fax: (31-317) 481-426 
Email: kees.vandijk@tropenbos.org  

 
Departamento Nacional de Planeación, Colombia 
 

Martha Méndez 
Subdirectora Producción y Desarrollo Rural 
Calle 26 N° 13-19 
Bogotá 
Tel.: (57-1) 5960334 
Email: mmendez@dnp.gov.co 

 
Corporación Aldea Global 
 
 Doralice Ortiz 
 Directora Ejecutiva 
 Corporación Aldea Global 
 Carrera 23, N° 59-82, Of. 208 
 Manizales, Colombia 
 Cel: (57-6) 885-0036; (57) 316-4828859 
 Telefax: (57-6) 8850036 
 Email: info@coraldeaglobal.org  
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Red Latinoamericana de Enseñanza Forestal (RELAFOR) 
 

Osvaldo Encinas 
Secretario Ejecutivo 
Mérida, Venezuela 
Email: osvaldoencinas@hotmail.com; oencinas@ula.ve  
 

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)  
 

Shingi Koto 
Asesor Forestal 
Av. Amazonas y Eloy Alfaro (Esquina) 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593) 2 2563542 
Fax: (593)2 2506446 
Email: skoto@ambiente.gov.ec  

 
Corporación Autónoma Regional de Risaralda (CARDER) 

 
Alberto Arias Dávila 
Director General 
Calle 46, Avenida Las Américas 
Pereira 
Risaralda, COLOMBIA 
Tel: (576) 314-1472 
Fax: (576) 314-1458 
Email: aarias@carder.gov.co  
 
Rubén Darío Moreno 
Coordinador Técnico 
Proyecto BOSQUES FLEGT / COLOMBIA 
Calle 46, Avenida Las Américas 
Pereira 
Risaralda, COLOMBIA 
Tel: (576) 314-1472 
Fax: (576) 314-1458 
Email: rudamor@carder.gov.co / rudamor@gmail.com 
 

European Union  – Proyecto PRODERENA 
 

Jean Pierre Xhoris 
Asesor Técnico Principal 
Unidad Económica Europea 
Email: Jpxhoris@hotmail.com  

 
Armando Alexis Grijalva Troya 
Coordinador Nacional 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Bartolomé García y Rafael Larrea 
Ibarra, Ecuador 
Tel.- Fax: (06-2) 606106 / 606038 
Email: arlex772000@yahoo.es 
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Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos (INEC) 
 
José Francisco Chaves Villarreal 
Profesional 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 2544561, ext 407 
Fax: (593-2) 238277 
Email: jose_chaves@inec.gov.ec 
 

Universidad Técnica del Norte 
 

Walter Palacios Cuenca 
Profesor 
Lugo 813 y Madrid 
Quito 
Tel. /Fax en Ibarra: (06-2) 959651 
Email: walterpalacios@2uio.satnet.net 
 

Red Agroforestal Ecuatoriana 
 
Mario Añazco 
Presidente 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.. (593-2) 2235615 
Email: marioanazco@gmail.com 
 

Intercooperation Programa ECOBONA 
 
Juan Carlos Romero Padilla 
Coordinador Nacional 
Casilla 17088438 
Quito, Ecuador 
Email. jromero@intercooperation.org.ec / jc.romero@mail.com 
 
Galo Medina Muñóz 
Director Regional  
Casilla 17088438 
Quito, Ecuador 
Email: gmedina@intercooperation.org.ec 
 

Asociación de Madereros Industriales de Ecuador (AIMA) 
 
Milton Tapia 
Director Ejecutivo 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.: (593-2) 2923799 
Email: director@aima.org.ec   
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Universidad de Guayaquil 
 
Carmen Bonifaz 
Tel: (593-04) 2494270 
Fax: (593-04) 2230433 
Email: carmenbonifaz@hotmail.com 

 
Fundación Natura 

 
Marco Vinueza Rojas 
Gerente General 
Elia Liut N45-10 y El Telégrafo 
Tel.: (593-2) 2272863 ext. 319 
Email: mvinueza@fnatura.org.ec 
 

Colegio Ingenieros Forestales de Pichincha 
 
Germán Espinoza Jumbo 
Presidente 
Tel: (593-2) 2507310 
Email: gespinoza@puntonet.ec / citop@citopecuador.org 
 

Corporación Forestal para el Manejo Sustentable (COMAFORS) 
 
Juan Carlos Palacios 
Director 
Tel.: (593-2) 3316614 
Fax: (593-2) 3316601 
Email: jcpalacios@comafors.org 

 
Org. As. Com. Forestales “26 junio” 

 
Jorge Cuero Vallejo 
Presidente 
Lago Agrio 
Sucumbios 
Tel.: (593-06) 2831437 
Email: cuer63@hotmail.com 
 

ECOLEX-CEDENMA 
 
María Cristina Puente Salinas 
Consultora en Políticas 
Tel.: (593-2) 2270451 
Email: mcpuente@ecolex-ec.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FO:LACFC/2008/REP 
 

27

Corporación ECOPAR 
 
Luis Armando Ordóñez Guaman 
Director Ejecutivo 
Tel.: (593-2) 2440328 
Fax: (593-2) 2258220 
Email: direccion@ecopar.org 
 

Fundación Ambiente y Sociedad 
 
Martha Núñez 
Directora Ejecutiva 
El Tiempo N 39-138 y el Universo 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel. /Fax: (593-2) 3520183 
Email: marthan@uio.satnet.net / ambientesociedad@interactive.net.ex 
 

Universidad Estatal del Sur de Manabí 
 
Blanca Indocochea G. 
Vice-Rectora General 
Colón y Avilés 
Jipijapa-Manabí 
Tel. / Fax: (593-05) 2600229 
Email: blancaindocochea@hotmail.com 
 

Programa Face de Forestación (PROFAFOR S.A.) 
 
Luis Fernando Jara 
Gerente General 
Av. Amazonas N33-319 y Rumipamba, Ed. Torre Carolina, Of. 301 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.: (592-2) 2267651 
Fax: (593-2) 2257016 /7 
Email: luisjara@profafor.com 
 

Universidad Técnica Estatal de Quevedo 
 
José Elías Cuázquer F. 
Director de Ingeniería Forestal 
Km. 1.5 vía Quevedo Santo Domingo 
Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas 
Tel.: (593-2) 2759291 
Fax: (593-2) 2753303 
Email: fcambiental@hotmail.com 
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Universidad Nacional de Loja 
 
Jorge Alberto García L. 
Coordinador Ingeniería Forestal 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.:  (593-2) 2547252 / 2547200 
Email: ingejorgegarcial@yahoo.com 

 
Consultores Económicos y Agentes Financieros (CEYAF) 

 
Manuel Abarca 
Representante 
Miembro de la Sociedad Civil CAN-UE 
10 de agosto 1555 y Bolivia, 4° piso, of. 405 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel.: (593-2) 2558737; móvil: 09-6198679 
Email: emmanuelav@yahoo.com 
 

OXXO S.A. 
 
Rafael Jaramillo 
Consultor 
Córdova 604 y Mendibueo, of. 201 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
rjaramillo@oxxoecuador.com 
 
 

FAO MEMBER NON-MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION 
 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GMBH 
 

Peter W. Saile  
International Forest Policy 
Project Officer 
Postfach 5180 65726 
Eschborn, Germany 
Tel: (49-6196) 79-6248 
Fax: (49-6196) 79-80-6248 
Email: peter.saile@gtz.de 
 
Fausto Lazo Castillo 
Asesor Técnico Programa Recursos Naturales - GTZ 
Colonia Palmira 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
Tel: (504) 238-1906 
Fax: (504) 238-3219 
Email: fausto.lazo@gtz.de 
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Richard Modley 
Asesor Principal Políticas y Condiciones Marco 
Residencial Los Robles del Hotel Colón 
1c al este 1/2 cuadra al sur Frente al Hotel Ritzo 
Managua, Nicaragua 
Tel: (505) 2773648 
Fax: (505) 2773648 
Email: Richard.Modley@gtz.de  

 
 

FAO PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Yaya Olaniran 
Permanent Representative of Nigeria 
Via Cassiodoro 2c  
00193 Rome, Italy 
Tel: (39-06) 689-6093 
Fax: (39-06) 687-7840 
Email: nigeriapermrep@email.com 

 
     

HOST COUNTRY SECRETARIAT 
 

Gustavo Galindo 
Dirección Forestal 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas 
Edificio MAGAP, pisos 7 y 8 
Quito 
Tel: (593-2) 563-542 
Fax: (593-2) 506-446 
Email: ggalindo@ambiente.gov.ec  
 
Rossana Pazmiño 
Dirección Forestal 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 256-3542 
Fax: (593-2) 250-6446 
Email: rpazminio@ambiente.gov.ec  
 
Cindy Proaño 
Asistente Operativa y Administrativa 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 3506 446 
Email: cyproanio@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
 
 
 
 

Myriam Aldaz 
Asistente Operativa y Administrativa 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 3506 446 
Email: maldaz@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Jorge Vasco 
Asistente Operativo y Administrativo 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 2506 446 
 
Patricio Armas 
Chofer 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 3506 446 
Email: Patrickzx7@hotmail.com 
 
Elizabeth Lara 
Responsable de Tecnología 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
Email: elara@ambiente.gov.ec 
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AlexandraTerán 
Responsable de Comunicación  
Ministerio del Ambiente/Dirección de 
Comunicación 
593 - (02) 256 3542  
Email: ateran@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Carmen Santillán 
Responsable de Stands 
Ministerio del Ambiente /Dirección de 
Comunicación 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
Email: csantillan@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Ricardo Valdivieso 
Responsable de Asuntos Internacionales 
Ministerio del Ambiente/ Dirección de 
Proyectos Inversiones y Cooperación 
Internacional 
593 - (02) 563 422 
Email: rvaldivieso@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Frida Pin 
Responsable de Asuntos Internacionales/ 
Dirección de Proyectos Inversiones y 
Cooperación Internacional 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
593 - (02) 256 3422 
Email: fpin@ambiente.gov.ec 

Renato Jijón 
Apoyo operacional, Responsable día grupo 
día de Campo 
Ministerio del Ambiente/ Dirección 
Nacional Forestal 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 3506 446 
Email: rjijon@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Christian Velasco 
Responsable grupo día de campo 
Ministerio del Ambiente/ Dirección 
Nacional Forestal 
593 - (02) 256 3542 
593 - (02) 3506 446 
Email: cvelasco@ambiente.gov.ec 
 
Apoyo extra 
 
Ana María Lomas 
Pasante  de Ministerio del Ambiente 
 
Luis Llumiquinga 
Pasante de Ministerio del Ambiente 
 
Rafael Razo 
Pasante de Ministerio del Ambiente 
 
 

 
 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO) 
 

Jan Heino 
Assistant Director-General 
Forestry Department 
FAO  
Rome, Italy 
Tel: (39-06) 570 
Fax: (39-06) 570 
Email: ADG-FO@fao.org  
 
José Antonio Prado 
Director, Forest Management Division 
Forestry Department 
FAO 
Rome, Italy 
Tel: (39-06) 570 55978 
Fax: (39-06) 570 55137 
Email: joseantonio.prado@fao.org  
 
 

Iván Angulo Chacón 
FAO Representative in Ecuador 
Edificio MAG, Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas 
Mezanine 
Quito, Ecuador 
Tel: (593-2) 290-5947 
Fax: (593-2) 290-5887 
Email: FAO-EC@fao.org  
 
Carlos M. Carneiro 
Senior Forestry Officer  
Secretary of the LACFC 
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (56-2) 923 2214 
Fax: (56-2) 923 2136 
Email: Carlos.Carneiro@fao.org  
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Eva Müller 
Chief, Forest Policy Service 
Forestry Department 
FAO 
Rome, Italy 
Tel: (39-06) 570 54628 
Fax: (39-06) 570 55137 
Email: Eva.Muller@fao.org 
 
Mario Mengarelli 
Forestry Officer 
Multidisciplinary Team for South America 
(SLS) 
FAO 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (56-2) 923 2213 
Fax: (56-2) 923 2136 
Email: Mario.Mengarelli@fao.org  
 
Claus M. Eckelmann 
Forestry Officer  
FAO Subregional Office for the Caribbean 
P.O. Box 631-C 
Bridgetown, Barbados 
Tel: (1-246) 426 7111 
Fax: (1-246) 427 6075 
Email: Claus.Eckelmann@fao.org  
 
Jhony Zapata 
Facilitator 
Nacional Forest Programmes Facility 
FAO 
Vía delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel: (39-06) 570-53102 
Fax: (39-06) 570-55137 
Email: Jhony.ZapataAndia@fao.org 
 
Nancy Ayub 
Secretary of the LACFC 
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (562) 923 2215 
Fax: (562) 923 2136 
Email: Nancy.Ayub@fao.org  

 

María Isabel Vergara 
Administrative Assistant 
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (562) 923 2188 
Fax: (562) 923 2136 
Email: MariaIsabel.Vergara@fao.org 
   
Torsten Frisk 
Consultant 
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (56-2) 233 0098 
Email: torstenfrisk@terra.cl  
 
Jessica Casaza 
Consultant  
FAO Regional Office for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Casilla 10095 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (56-2) 923 2186 
Fax: (56-2) 923 2101 
Email: jessica.casaza@fao.org  
 
Ignacio Bustos García 
Consultant / Advisor for Colombia and 
Ecuador of the  
National Forest Programmes Facility 
Ave. 4 Norte N° 6-N-06 
Apartado 1401 
Cali, Colombia 
Tel: (57-2) 660 1723 
Email: ibustos@hotmail.com 
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INTERPRETERS 
 
Carmen Huneeus de Espinosa 
Mercedes Reyes 
France Fontaine de Lucioparedes 
Consuelo Núñez Moreno 
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APPENDIX C 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 

 
Agenda item       Code  Title 
 

 1 FO:LACFC/2008/1 Provisional agenda 

3 FO:LACFC/2008/3 State of forestry in the Region and follow-up to 
the recommendations of the 24th Session of the 
Commission 

4 FO:LACFC/2008/4.1 Forest institutions and legislation 

4 FO:LACFC/2008/4.2 Forests and climate change 

4 FO:LACFC/2008/4.3 Sustainable forest management 

5 FO:LACFC/2008/5.1 Information items: FAO’s Forestry Strategy; 
Global Forest Resources Assessment; World 
Forestry Congress; global situation of forest 
genetics resources 

5 FO:LACFC/2008/5.2 Information items: Progress report of the 
regional technical cooperation networks 

Information documents 
 
 FO:LACFC/2008/Inf.1 Information note for participants
 FO:LACFC/2008/Inf.2 Provisional timetable 
 FO:LACFC/2008/Inf.3 List of documents 
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APPENDIX D 
 

WORKPLANS OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS FOR 2008-2010 
 

 
WORKPLAN OF THE CARIBBEAN SUBREGIONAL GROUP 

 
 
Countries present:  Cuba, Dominican Republic, Dominica, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Lucia, 
Suriname and United States. 
 
It was confirmed to continue with the current practice of partly implementing the work of 
the Caribbean Subgroup in small regional working groups. The purpose of the smaller 
working groups is that the cooperation will be more focused if it concentrates on countries 
with similar ecological and social background.  
 
Presently three working groups are established: 
 
1. Small and medium English-speaking island states: Jamaica, St. Kitts & Nevis, 
Antigua & Barbuda, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados.      
 
2. Spanish and French speaking islands: Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico – 
(USA), Haiti 
 
3. Countries with extensive forest cover: Belize, Guyana, French Guyana, Suriname. 
 
Defining these working groups is not exclusive. Participation in any regional activity will 
depend on the interest of the respective country. Countries from different subregional 
groupings participated in past regional workshops and meetings of other working groups.  
 
Main thematic areas of common interest  
 
1. Communication, exchange and management of information  
2. Development of a mechanism to compensate countries with high forest cover and low 

deforestation rate for their efforts to preserve the forest cover. 
3. Development of a methodology for forest valuation  
4. Forest research 
5. Monitoring of forest cover changes  
6. Forest fire management 
7. Forest-based ecotourism  
8. Support to the forestry sector in Haiti 

 
1. Communication, exchange and management of information  
 
The group recognised the need to improve networking within the group. The importance of 
technical meetings and communication among technical personnel was confirmed as an 
important aspect to improve the understanding and mutual knowledge of the forest 
situations in the region.  
 
The International Institute for Tropical Forestry (IITF) hosts a website for Caribbean 
Foresters (http://www.caribbeanforesters.org) and puts this website at the disposal of the 
Caribbean Subgroup to facilitate the exchange of information. IITF offered to restructure 
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the website and to develop a protocol to structure and upload forest-related information for 
the Caribbean.   
 
At the outset the following themes were considered important for the exchange of 
information: forest-based ecotourism, community forestry, forest monitoring, valuation of 
forest, forest law enforcement and governance, forest plantation establishment and 
management, promotion of lesser known timber species. 
   
2. Methodology to compensate countries with high forest cover and low deforestation 
rate for their efforts to preserve the forest cover   

 
Guyana and Suriname will cooperate in drafting a position paper to develop a mechanism to 
compensate countries with high forest cover and low deforestation rate for their efforts to 
preserve the forest cover. The process should be initiated at a two-day workshop. Cuba and 
Dominica indicated their interest in participating in this initiative. 
 
3. Forest valuation  
 
The English-speaking islands see a need to develop a common methodology for the 
valuation of forests with the objective of showing the value and contribution of forests to 
the national economy. Cuba has realized an initiative in this regard. It is suggested to 
organise a 2-3 day workshop to review available methods and outline elements for a 
common methodology for forest valuation in the Caribbean. The final goal is to develop a 
practical and easy-to-apply methodology to value forest services in the Caribbean.    
 
4. Forest Research 
 
The English and Spanish speaking islands see a common need to review and improve their 
national forest research programmes. With the objective of analysing research needs and the 
institutional structure of national forest research programmes, a 2-3 day fact-finding 
workshop should be organised. The workshop will also analyse options for closer 
collaborations in forest research among member countries of the Caribbean Subgroup. 
Areas for research include: natural forest management, use and propagation of native tree 
species, non-timber forest products; and management of invasive species.   
 
5. Monitoring of forest cover changes  
 
Monitoring of forest cover changes is considered an important theme for all member 
countries of the Caribbean Subgroup. There is a recognised need to improve national 
capacities to monitor forest cover changes.  In December 2008 St. Lucia will host the 
Caribbean workshop in preparation for FRA 2010 which should define joint activities to 
improve cooperation in monitoring forest cover changes. 
 
6. Forest based ecotourism   
 
The English-speaking islands identified forest-based ecotourism as a key issue. The theme 
was discussed at the 14th Caribbean Foresters Meeting in May 2008 in Dominica which 
concluded in a joint resolution (see http://www.caribbeanforesters.org). The member 
countries present at the Caribbean Subgroup meeting renewed their commitment to follow 
up on the resolution. To facilitate the exchange of information on this important topic it was 
suggested to circulate and review the report of the St. Lucia workshop (2003) on Forest 
Management for Ecotourism. The long-term objective is that the forest sector will 
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contribute to the formulation of environmental standards for ecotourism activities and the 
design of possible certification processes for forest-based ecotourism ventures.    
 
7. Forest Fire management 
 
The group agreed to continue to implement the 2006-2011 Caribbean Fire Management 
Cooperation Strategy. The strategy defines a series of actions and subregional workshops to 
improve cooperation on fire management in the Caribbean. 
 
8. Support to the forestry sector in Haiti 
 
All member countries present at the Caribbean group meeting urged FAO to continue to 
invite the forestry sector of Haiti to participate in the activities of the Caribbean Subgroup 
and indicated their interest and willingness to provide bilateral assistance to forestry 
problems in Haiti. FAO was asked to realize an official visit at the highest possible level to 
explore possibilities of supporting the forestry sector of that country. 
 
 

WORKPLAN OF THE AMAZON SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 
Countries present: Brazil, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela 
 
Action area Objectives Specific 

activities 
Expected results Inputs and 

possible sources 
of funding 

Implementation 
of the Forest 
Cover 
Monitoring 
Project 

System of real-
time forest cover 
monitoring, 
implemented and 
operational in its 
first phase 

National 
contributions 
ITTO resources 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
Programme) 

Implementation 
of satellite 
accounts for the  
forest sector 

National 
evaluation reports 
and proposals for 
the introduction 
of satellite 
accounts for the 
forest sector 
Organization of a 
regional 
workshop to 
discuss progress 
and determine 
future actions  

FAO resources 
National 
resources 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
Programme) 

Forest 
Information 
Systems 

To help enhance 
national forest 
information 
management 
capabilities 

Exchange of 
experiences on 
national systems 
of forest 
management, 
control and 
statistics 

Consolidated 
regional event for 
the exchange of 
experiences with 
a comparative 
final report 
published on the 
websites of the 
LACFC and 
ACTO 

National 
resources 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
programme) 
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Exchange of 
national 
experiences on 
forest policy and 
legislation 
instruments 

Consolidated 
regional event for 
the exchange of 
experiences with 
a comparative 
final report 
published on the 
websites of the 
LACFC and 
ACTO 

National 
contributions 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
Programme) 

Exchange of 
experiences in 
sustainable forest 
management 
techniques 

Consolidated 
regional event for 
the exchange of 
experiences with 
a comparative 
final report 
published on the 
websites of the 
LACFC and 
ACTO 

National 
contributions 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
Programme) 

Forest policy 
and legislation 
instruments  

Progress in the 
knowledge and 
exchange of 
national 
experiences 

Support to 
national 
initiatives of 
implementation 
of forest policy 
instruments 

To be defined 
according to 
national requests 

National 
contributions 
ACTO resources 
(Amazon 
Programme) 

International 
Agreements 

To strengthen 
dialogue seeking 
consensual  
regional positions 
in international 
bodies, such as 
UNFF, ITTO and 
COFO 

Coordination and 
holding of 
meetings for 
dialogue and 
consensus 
building 

Regional reports 
of preparatory  
meetings and 
video- 
conferences 
conducted 

National 
contributions 
ACTO resources 

Funding 
mechanisms 
for forest 
sector 

To disseminate 
knowledge and 
information on 
funding 
mechanisms for 
forest sector 

Support for 
national actions 
to build national 
capacity for the 
implementation 
of funding 
mechanisms 
 
Promotion of 
internal debate in 
countries of the 
region where 
viable 

Regional 
workshop of 
exchange of 
experiences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National 
workshops where 
viable 

National 
contributions 
ACTO resources 

 
 

Recommendation of the Amazon Group: 
  
The Amazon Subregional Group recognizes the importance of forest education and urges 
RELAFOR to develop specific activities for the Region. 
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WORKPLAN OF THE MESOAMERICA SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 

Countries present: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama 
 
 

Activity area Objectives Main activities 
 

Results 

Strengthening of 
national forest round 
tables and 
mechanisms for the 
exchange of 
experiences. 

In 2010, multi-actor 
and interinstitutional 
national mechanisms 
for forest 
coordination are in 
operation. 
 

Completion of 
regional and national 
strategy for control of 
trade and  illegal 
felling of timber and 
its implementation 

In 2010, the countries 
of the Region have 
put the strategy into 
effect and have 
harmonized 
instruments of 
control. 

Updating of country 
inventories in the 
Central American 
Region (FAO 
methodology). 

Updating 
methodology 
harmonized and 
operational in the 
countries of the 
subregion. 

To strengthen the 
institutional 
management of forest 
ecosystems, 
contributing to good 
governance for 
sustainable 
management, and 
access to goods and 
services generated by 
forest ecosystems. 
 

 

To promote 
institutional and legal 
modernization for 
good governance of 
forest ecosystems, 
under an integrative, 
inclusive and 
participatory 
approach that 
considers the 
multifunctionality of 
ecosystems, the 
economic value of 
ecosystem resources 
and the interests of 
actors throughout the 
value chains 

Regional strategy for 
the management of 
forest fires. 

Improved 
management of forest 
cover in the 
subregion. 

To strengthen the 
technical capacity of 
the public and private 
sectors and local 
communities so they 
have management 
instruments 
contribute to the 
sustainable 
management of forest 
ecosystems and 
reversal of their 
deterioration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To promote processes 
of education, 
instruction and 
training to change the 
management 
approach towards a 
holistic, self-
governing, 
entrepreneurial and 
proactive mindset 
based on the 
multifunctionality of 
forest ecosystems and 
market opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formulation of 
training plans in 
priority subject areas 
for sustainable 
management of forest 
ecosystems 
(governance, 
sustainable use, 
protection, 
management, 
multifunctionality, 
environmental 
services, 
reforestation, 
regulation, control, 
monitoring and trade) 
that are regionally 
harmonized, 
incorporating 
mechanisms for the 
exchange of 
experiences within 

In 2010, national 
plans are in 
implementation in the 
countries of the 
subregion. 
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and between the 
countries of the 
Region. 

Generation of 
agreements and 
mechanisms so that 
networks and centres 
of excellence in each 
country of the 
subregion conduct 
applied research in 
priority thematic areas 
of PERFOR 
(governance, 
sustainable use, 
protection, 
management, 
multifunctionality, 
environmental 
services, 
reforestation, 
regulation, control, 
monitoring, trade). 

In 2010 agreements 
have been formally 
concluded and are 
being implemented in 
at least four applied 
research areas. 
 
 

Strengthening of 
systems of national 
forest information and 
input into SIAM on a 
six-monthly basis and 
facilitated access of 
subregional 
stakeholders to 
updated information 
on forest ecosystems. 

In 2010, the regional 
thematic node on 
forest ecosystems is 
in operation. 

  

Central American 
Forest Project 
(CTB/MAP-Catie). 

Enhanced handling 
and knowledge of 
forest management in 
the countries of the 
subregion. 

To establish and put 
into operation 
financial resources 
and mechanisms and 
economic 
instruments, in a 
manner that is fair, 
accessible and 
equitable to all actors, 
valuing economically 
and financially the 
multifunctionality of 
forest ecosystems in 
the countries of the 
Region. 

To create, develop 
and strengthen 
capacities for 
entrepreneurial  
activity, organization, 
markets (material and 
financial), and 
investment 
management that will  
promote the 
production and 
exchange of goods 
and services from 
forest ecosystems. 
 

Stimulus for countries 
to have national 
financial strategies 
that are regionally 
harmonized 

In 2010 their 
implementation has 
begun in the 
countries of the 
subregion. 



FO:LACFC/2008/REP 
 

 

40

To contribute to the 
implementation of the 
agro-environmental 
cross-sectoral agenda, 
particularly the 
generation of 
opportunities for 
sustainable 
development, food 
security and poverty 
reduction. 

To promote cross-
sectoral participatory 
processes of 
negotiation and 
consensus on actions 
to include forest 
ecosystem 
management in the 
implementation of the 
agro-environmental 
cross-sectoral agenda. 

Encouragement of 
agricultural, health 
and environmental 
policies in each 
country of the 
subregion to provide 
mechanisms and 
arenas for dialogue so 
that the criteria of 
sustainable 
management of forest 
ecosystems are 
incorporated into the 
framework of the 
ERAS. 

In 2010 the 
mechanisms and 
arenas for dialogue 
are in operation at 
national and regional 
level. 
 

Central American 
Forestry Congress 
2010 in Nicaragua 
 

To promote the 
exchange of 
knowledge and 
experiences in the 
management of the 
subregion’s forest 
ecosystems. 

Aggregation of public 
and private actors in 
this arena for dialogue 
and exchange. 

Participants have 
exchanged 
experiences and 
broadened their 
knowledge. 

 
 
 

WORKPLAN OF THE SOUTHERN CONE SUBREGIONAL GROUP 
 

Countries present: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay 
 
It was agreed to use as guideline for discussion the document from the Meeting of Forestry 
Directors of the Southern Cone held in Colonia, Uruguay in May 2008. 
 
Title of the workplan 
 
The title chosen for the workplan was that of the above-mentioned meeting “Towards a shared 
forest agenda in the Subregion”, which recognizes differences between countries, which 
means that some activities are shared while others are carried out by selected countries, with the 
others informed and able to follow and/or support those activities. 
 
Objective of the workplan 
 
Drawing upon the general objective of the meeting in Colonia (“To establish the baseline for the 
subregional forest agenda in the framework of sustainable forest development, analysing all 
bodies and processes of recent years”) to determine strategic thrusts for the Subregion’s 
workplan for 2008-2010. 
 
Description of the main activities 
 
The main activities are based on Block 3 of the Colonia meeting, in which the participating 
directors determine the central pillars of the subregional agenda. 
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Item 1: The building of national capacity in the countries of the Southern Cone to 
monitor, evaluate and report on progress made in sustainable forest management through 
the development, use and implementation of criteria and indicators. 
 
The countries considered this item to be a priority which FAO reports is in the final stages of 
approval. 
 
Brazil will participate as an observer as it is not a party to the Montreal Process. 
 
The project will be based in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
 
Item 2: A subregional forest health system 
 
The project initially presented as a forest health and early warning network is evolving as a 
Southern Cone network on invasive species in forest environments. 
 
A workshop was held in September in Paraguay to discuss the subject of evasive species and 
issues relating to forest health. 
 
The countries consider it important to continue discussion of forest health in the framework of 
this project to the extent possible. 
 
It was decided to take advantage of the project formulation body for forestry directors to contact 
all internal structures coordinating this topic, covered by more than one structure in all 
countries, and to seek FAO funding for a meeting with all parties. 
 
It was agreed that other technical and financial support would be arranged to develop the forest 
health aspect of detection and early warning. 
 
Item 3: Strategies for the management of sectoral and cross-sectoral conflicts 
 
The training of experts in negotiation skills serves to facilitate round tables (countries report this 
as a general problem). This will be combined with Item 5, national forest programmes (NFPs). 
Support could be sought from the National Forest Programme Facility on behalf of the 
subregion as a whole, given that some individual countries have eligibility difficulties. 
 
The countries would exchange a document on the terms of reference for the project. 
 
Item 4: Valorization of the forest 
 
Brazil reports that it has made progress in this area. A related workshop will be held in the near 
future to which the other countries of the subregion could be invited. 
 
It was decided to suggest this topic to the other subregions as a regional project and to involve 
FAO in seeking funding. 
 
IUCN-South presented the countries of the subregion with a proposal for the formulation of a 
training programme, which was agreed. 
 
Item 5: National Forest Programmes 
 
This was included in Item 3 
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To carry out in-depth evaluation of each national situation, checking the state of affairs and 
determining possible horizontal cooperation, as the basis for a possible subregional National 
Forest Programme Facility. 
 
Item 6: Ad-hoc Group on Forests  SGT6 MERCOSUR 
 
To continue activities to set up an ad-hoc Group on Forests under SGT6 MERCOSUR. 
 
Under this orientation and in compliance with the mandate from the VIII Meeting of Ministers 
of the Environment of MERCOSUR and Associate States, which made specific reference to the 
topic of forests and charged the SGT6 with carrying out concrete actions in two areas: 
 
1. Economic valorization of tangible and intangible forest assets;  
2. Presentation of common subregional positions at the World Forestry Congress in 2009 in 

Argentina. 
 
The Subregional Group decided to draw up a proposal for the valorization of tangible and 
intangible forest assets for presentation at the next SGT 6 meeting. 
 
With regard to the drafting of a proposal for the World Forestry Congress, the Vice-Chair of the 
Subregional Group will circulate a draft proposal for consideration by the other countries. 
 
Item 7: Database of forest activities, processes and other matters 
 
• Designate FRA focal points in each forest service as contact point for this item. 
• Charge FRA focal points with addressing the specific requirements of the forest services 

of each country, when these seek information on activities, projects and bilateral 
experiences. The first theme of work would be silvopastoral systems and agroforestry. 

• Charge FRA focal points and officials responsible for webpages in each service to upload 
ongoing national and binational projects in the countries. 

 
Other items for consideration by the Secretariat of the Commission 
 
• Consult FAO and other donors about the possibility of technical and financial support for 

development of the tasks proposed in the agenda of the Southern Cone Subregion for the 
2008-2010 biennium. 

• Request that FAO maintain and strengthen its support for the technical secretariat of the 
Vice-Chair of the Subregional Group, which was initiated in the 2006-2008 biennium. 

• Reiterate acknowledgement to the Puembo Initiative for its contribution to dialogue in the 
Region and its role of facilitator of exchange and collaboration between countries and 
subregions. In particular, thank it for its support to the meeting of Forest Directors of the 
Southern Cone Subregion and the achievement of its objectives. The countries express 
their support for a new stage of this Initiative. 

• Promote the broad participation of the Subregion in the World Forestry Congress in 2009 
in Argentina, and help identify sources of funding. Disseminate and promote the event on 
account of its importance to the Subregion. 

 
The Subregion is aware of the need to carry out studies to assess the impact and benefits of 
sustainable management in the development of territories and populations. Efforts are needed to 
identify funding for achievement of the stated objectives. 
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION 
 
 

 
Argentina 
Barbados 
Belize 
Bolivia  
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
France 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
 
 

 

Honduras 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Santa Lucia 
Suriname 
Trinidad and Tobago 
United Kingdom 
United States of America 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 

 
 
 


