Country Programming Framework in China

(2012-2015)
at a glance

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), since the opening of its Repre-
sentation in China in 1982, has been providing unabated support to the country in the formulation and
implementation of policies, strategies, programmes and projects in food, agriculture and natural
resources aimed at improving food security and nutrition and reducing poverty in a broad, equitable
and sustainable way.

The Country Programming Framework (CPF) is a planning tool for FAO’s strategic prioritization,
focusing and overall medium - term programming in the country, with linkages to national agriculture
development plans, drawing on FAO corporate’s comparative advantages, and clearly articulating
linkages of FAO’s work in China, United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) for the
country, FAO regional and global strategic objectives and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Country Programming Framework in China (2012-2015): Priority Areas

As a result of extensive consultations conducted between all key stakeholders within China, including
United Nations (UN) agencies and development partners based in China, as well as with the relevant
technical units of FAO Headquarters in Rome and the Regional Office in Bangkok, the Country
Programming Framework in China (2012-2015) sets out five priority areas for joint collaboration
during China’s 12" Five-Year Plan period.

» Improving food security and nutrition Although it is fair to say that food security in China is
quite stable at present and that the overall food supply broadly meets people’s basic consumption demand,
this must be placed in the context of the year on year record increases in production output contingent on
very high and unsustainable input levels, the inequitable development between the east and west regions
of the country, as well as the declining availability of land and water, lower crop productivity growth, stresses
from climate change, eroded ecosystem resources and vulnerabilities of sections of society.

* Improving the livelihood of rural impoverished population With 30 years of efforts,
China’s rural poverty has witnessed tremendous improvement with the MDG 1 on alleviating poverty
being achieved ahead of schedule. However, according to China’s new income standard set in 2011
of 2,300 Yuan per capita per year, China still has an impoverished population of 128 million, most of
whom are located in the remote rural areas.

- Strengthening capacities for agricultural products quality and safety management
Growing emphasis is now placed on the quality and safety of agricultural products in China, which is
now being adversely affected by multifaceted root causes, including incomplete and unscientific
safety and quality standards for agricultural and fishery products and processes, poor or disjointed
legal framework, under-developed and under-resourced institutions, weak enforcement of law and
regulations, lack of consumer protection measures, lack of quality control and quality management
infrastructures, and insufficient trained human resources.

* Promoting sustainable agro-ecological development and agricultural heritage
conservation and utilization Land degradation, soil erosion, grassland degradation, deforesta-
tion, water shortages and significant deterioration in water quality standards are imposing severe
threats to natural resources and biodiversity in the country, for which technical capacities in combat-
ing these changes remain to be improved.

- Strengthening capacities for disease and natural disaster prevention and response
to climate change Frequent occurrences of animal and plant diseases have persisted within the
vast land mass of the country, imposing a huge threat to food security, sustainable agriculture devel-
opment and trade and posing significant public health risks in China and beyond. It also remains
imperative to enhancement of the capacities of the agriculture sector in China for adaptation to and
mitigation of climate change.

Role of FAO China

Drawing on the cooperate comparative advantages, FAO China will focus on the following eight dimen-
sions in addressing the priorities set out in the Country Programming Framework in China (2012-2015) :
« information collection and dissemination;
* policy advice and advocacy to policy makers, technocrats and State Agencies;
« technical assistance in setting up norms and standards for agriculture products and practices;
* serving as a neutral forum for all members to dialogue on important global issues as equal partners;
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Outcome Matrix

Priority Areas 1: Improving food security and nutrition

1.1: diversified agricultural production system covering animal husbandry, crop production, horticulture, and capture fisheries and aquaculture;

1.2: enhanced transfer and application of advanced technologies and practices for agricultural production covering animal husbandry, crop
production, horticulture, and aquaculture;

1.3: improved food security/safety nets for vulnerable groups;

1.4: strengthened capacities for food security management;

1.5: strengthened South-South Cooperation (SSC) in supporting food security.

Priority Areas 2: Improving the livelihood of rural impoverished population

2.1: strengthened government policy, strategy and capacity to achieve rural poverty reduction goals;

2.2: improved self-development capabilities of impoverished households;

Priority Areas 3: Strengthening capacities for agricultural products quality and safety management

3.1: enhanced capacities for the development of agricultural product quality norms, standards and system;

3.2: improved food quality and safety in various aspects of the food chain.

Priority Areas 4: Promoting sustainable agro-ecological development and agricultural heritage conservation and utilization

4.2: strengthened capacities for management and protection of agro-biodiversity, ecological and plant and animal genetic resources;

4.3: strengthened capacities for agricultural heritage conservation and utilization and multi-functional agricultural development;

Priority Areas 5: Strengthening capacities for disease and natural disaster prevention and response to climate change

5.2: strengthened capabilities of the agricultural sector for adaptation to climate change;

5.3: enhanced capabilities for mitigation of climate change.

Resource Estimation and Partners

The total estimated costs of implementing activities foreseen in the CPF 2012-2015 amounts to US$ 106,385,291. Out of this, US$ 11,807,018
has been already committed by allocations from ongoing projects.This leaves a funding gap of US$94,578,273, of which FAO is expected to
mobilize US$ 19,309,673 while Government co-funding is expected to amount to US$ 75,268,600. The CPF resource requirements represent
an indicative cost which includes projections on approved budget for the on-going intervention programmes and pipeline programme and
projects whose cost estimates are based on provisional figures drawn from available documentation.

The CPF will be pursued in partnerships as broad as possible and in alignment with the joint efforts of the Government of China and respective
stakeholders. The Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) and FAO, therefore jointly appeal to all stakeholders amongst all concerned Government institu-
tions, donors, private sectors, Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organizations(CSOs) to unite in their thoughts and
efforts to realize the aims and objectives sated in this CPF.
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