Side event on the Great Green Wall
for the Sahara and the Sahel
Initiative (GGWSSI)
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Date: 20 November 2013, from 3.30 PM to 530 PM

Venue: European Union Pavilion, Warsaw, Poland
Languages: English and French

Organizers: African Union Commission, European Union, FAO, UNCCD Institutions, The World Bank,
The GEF Secretariat

Objectives: Presenting the status of implementation of the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and
the Sahel Initiative and its contribution to Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation.

The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative (GGWSSI) is a pan-African programme launched
in 2007 by the African Union (AU) to address land degradation and desertification, enhance resilience of
local communities to climate change and improve their livelihoods. The vision of a Great Green Wall across
Africais a metaphor that depicts a mosaic of sustainable land uses and community-based land
management practices. The Great Green Wall is a game-changer for Africa, with the potential to strengthen
local resilience to climate change, preserve rural heritage and improve the livelihoods of local populations.

The GGWSSI is benefiting from the support of various partners. The EU, within the framework of the theme 6
“Climate Change” of the Africa-EU strateqic partnership, and in collaboration with several partners,
including FAO and the GM, is supporting I3 countries. Furthermore the GEF secretariat and the World Bank
are supporting the implementation of the initiative in 2 countries through the Sahel and West Africa
programme (SAWAP).

The (9th session of COP/UNFCCC offers an opportunity to inform the international community and African
countries on the results achieved so far by the initiative and to discuss the way forward for an increased
contribution of the GGWSSI to adaptation and resilience to climate change.



Agenda

Chairs of the event: JEG6 co-Chairs of Africa-EU Strategic Partnership

Introduction

» Introduction by the JEG6 co-Chairs of Africa-EU Strategic Partnership

» Welcome address by Ms Tumussiime Rhoda Peace, Commissionner in charge of Rural Economy and
Agriculture, African Union Commission

Panel of speakers

* Building a wider collaborative coalition/ partnership on the GGWSSI, by Ms Monique Barbut, Executive
Secretary of the UNCCD

» Status of implementation of the AUC projects supported by EU-FAO-GM/UNCCD, by AUC/FAQ

« Status of implementation of the GEF/WB Sahel and West Africa Programme, by World Bank/CILSS

» The Landscape approach: a tool to enhance resilience and adaptation to Climate Change in the Great Green
Wall countries, by Ms Susan Braatz, Team Leader Climate Change, FAO

Debate
 Questions and answers

Closing
» (oncluding remarks by FAO/AUC

Contacts

African Union Commission EU

Francois Tapsoba, Chief Technical Advisor for the GGWSSI Etienne.Coyette@eceuropa.eu

TapsobaF@africa-union.org Africa-EU Strategic Partnership

FAO Jean-Claude Gazeau and Driss Isbayene, Co-Chairs of the Joint Expert Group 6 on
Nora Berrahmouni, Forestry Officer (Arid Zones) (limate Change

Nora.Berrahmouni@fao.org Jean-Claude Gazeau@developpement-durable.gouv.fr

www.fao.org/partnerships/qreat-qreen-wall




