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1. Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting  
Mr. Moujahed Achouri (Director of the NRL division, FAO) welcomed the participants to the meeting, 

the range of which underlined the commitment of the partners to the GSP. He stressed that the GSP 

was a platform that should be used to support sustainable soil management and trigger soil 

conservation actions at different levels. Mr. Achouri also mentioned the financial support given by 

some partners, including from the EU and Switzerland. Facilitation had been provided by the 

Secretariat to the establishment of 7 regional soil partnerships, the network of which now needed to 

be consolidated, while the ESP should be a good example to follow by other regional soil 

partnerships”. Jes Weigelt (IASS) explained the role of IASS in the GSP and ESP and underlined the 

fact that his organization would be hosting the 3rd World Soil Week. He invited the participants to 

introduce themselves and their government/organization, specifying as appropriate whether they 

were focal points for their countries. Mr. Weigelt stressed the purpose of the meeting  which was to 

finalize the set up phase of the ESP and move toward a fully operative phase. 

2. Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the agenda and timetable and 

nomination of a rapporteur  
The agenda was approved and Lucrezia Caon was appointed rapporteur of the meeting 

3. Agenda Item 3: Status of implementation of the GSP and its 

regional soil partnerships (including brief overview of the 

European Soil Partnership)  
Mr. Vargas (GSP Secretariat, FAO) briefly illustrated the role, objectives (e.g. the 5 pillars of action) 

and structure of the GSP. Additionally, he mentioned some of the activities organized (e.g. 

workshops, international consultations, etc.) so far.  

Currently, the GSP relied on 400 registered partners, but there were also many volunteers providing 

inputs of various kinds. Additionally, many countries had nominated focal points. As regards regional 

soil partnerships and the ESP, he stressed that every region was different from the others, so that 

specificities should be taken into account, while generic guidelines were available for the 

establishment and consolidation of RSPs.  In response to questions, he clarified in particular that FAO 

members are by the facto GSP partners and their focal points to the GSP are automatically ESP 

members as well.  He has explained the genesis of the European Soil Partnership and thanked the 

committed institutions who had the willingness to establish it. Indeed, so far these institutions had 

been playing and ad-hoc role of steering committee and Secretariat. However, he explained that the 

aim of this workshop I to consolidate the ESP by appointing a steering committee and Secretariat 

that could facilitate the implementation of regional activities.  

 

He stated that every region has specific requirements and frame conditions, leading to different 

priorities for implementation, thus different implementation plans. It is expected that every region 

will develop their Regional Implementation Plans including all GSP pillars. Only for Pillar 4 (Global Soil 

Information System) and Pillar 5 (harmonization), the GSP secretariat will provide a global level plan 

because of the global nature of many of the products and activities pursued there.  



4. Agenda Item 4: Sub-regional Eurasian Soil Partnership (EASP): 

status, activities and future perspectives  
Mr. Krasilnikov (Eurasian Center for Food Security) explained the rationale for the establishment of 

the sub-regional Eurasian Soil Partnership, in particular as it constituted a big area sharing the same 

specific soil issues. Key soil issues in the EASP included: salinization, land abandonment and erosion. 

Otherwise, the rest of the ESP is more affected by soil sealing, contamination and intensive 

agriculture. 

Mr. Krasilnikov recalled that sub-regional rules of procedure had been developed based on the 

guidelines endorsed by the GSP Plenary Assembly and that an EASP website and web forum had been 

set up. Further actions were taken to raise attention on the IYS, e.g. soil “parades”, posters, booklets, 

badges, conferences, competitions, and youth seminars Questions were raised about the economics 

of soil degradation report from this sub-region and the regional implementation plan, while the first 

version of the EASP report was already available on the EASP website .  On the regional 

implementation plan, Mr. Krasilnikov informed that this is an ongoing process and they expect to 

have a final version by the upcoming GSP Plenary Assembly. 

5. Agenda Item 5: Consolidation of the ESP  
Mr. Jes Weigelt invited the participants to go through the “Guidelines for the establishment and 

consolidation of regional soil partnerships” which were endorsed by the second GSP Plenary 

Assembly. He then guided the participants through the “Berlin communiqué” which established the 

ESP during the 2nd Global Soil Week 2013. It was suggested to organize a regular ESP plenary 

workshopand to establish a steering committee and a Secretariat composed of individuals belonging 

to strongly committed institutions, for a specific period of time. Some participants pointed out how 

the GSP secretariat could be more effective in communication and promotion of activities to inform 

partners, involve new institutions and raise funds. 

Focal points informed that they were not prepared for making a decision on being part or not of the 

steering committee and the Secretariat respectively. They also referred about the duration of the 

term of the steering committee. Therefore, it was suggested –with the agreement of the current 

members- to extend the current mandate of the steering committee and Secretariat till the next 

workshop (8-9 March 2016). Agenda Item 6: Plenary discussion about the current soil challenges in 

the region  

Mr. Montanarella (European Commission) illustrated the major soil threats in Europe,  and expected 

that the urgent challenges will be considered when developing the regional implementation plan. 

This was followed by a presentation by Mrs. Jaroslava Sobocká on pillar 1 a the European level. She 

underlined that the ESP feeds into global initiatives (e.g. Millennium development), however, in 

particular, feeds off European policies and projects (e.g. common agricultural policy). The regional 

implementation plan needs to identify the main areas for action towards sustainable soil 

management, including the better coordination of existing activities. She feels the necessity to more 

strongly highlight the role of soils in the agricultural sector. The presentation had then led to a 

debate about the political and economic framework related to soil degradation: soil degradation and 

socio-economic frame conditions such as land rights are important factors in decisions and actions. It 



emerged that little is known about soil contamination and that soil sealing is currently not perceived 

as being the most dangerous threat to soils. 

6. Agenda Item 7: Towards a regional implementation plan, 

including activities related to the International Year of Soils 

2015  
While presenting pillar 2 in the context of the ESP, Mr. Arwyn Jones underlined how awareness drove 

politics and policies. In Europe there were already solid activities on soil awareness raisings, but on 

many different scales. However, to enlarge the scale and visibility of these efforts and utilize 

advanced and innovative communication technologies, significant and sustained investment is 

needed. Mr. Jones emphasized that Pillar 2 is not intended to replace existing initiatives by a single 

large European activity, but to strength them. Mr. Jones concluded his intervention by recalling that  

the implementation plan for pillar 2 was still under development.  

Presentations were made by Allan Lilly on pillar 4 and Rainer Baritz on pillar 5 in the context of the 

ESP. Mr. Lilly pointed out that a global-level implementation plan has not yet been finalized. He 

elaborated on experience collected by the European Soil Bureau Network (ESBN).With respect to 

pillar 4, questions were raised on the continuity of datasets, monitoring data, the use of data for 

research and copyright issues. It was underlined how difficult it could be to enter monitoring data in 

a centralized system and keep them updated. It was also pointed out that, despite the availability of 

large pools of data, research was often done using limited data of insufficient quality.  

With respect to pillar 5, Mr. Baritz presented the scope of harmonization at global and at regional 

level. He informed that the global implementation plan, that will be developed by the GSP 

secretariat, will provide generic guidance for developing regional implementation plans. Some 

global-level harmonization products will also be included, such as a revised handbook on soil profile 

description, a global soil data exchange standard, and an incentive to support ongoing activities 

towards a universal soil classification. In the following discussion, questions and comments were 

raised about the general need for, and benefit of harmonization and data quality. Participants put 

under discussion the need for harmonization at local level. It was stressed that harmonization is 

important at all levels, where information of cross-border importance is exchanged and evaluated, 

e.g. common criteria and indicators to identify erosion-prone areas. The need for harmonized soil 

monitoring data was stressed again in order to satisfy the information requirements coming from 

various European  (and national) policies. 

7. Agenda Item 2: Links with other European networks and 

initiatives 
a) European soil bureau network (ESBN) b) European network of soil awareness (ENSA)  

Both presenters (Mr. Lilly and Mr. Jones) provided a short introduction about the history and 

potential of the respective networks. While answering questions, Mr. Lilly (ESBN) invited partners to 

promote soil information exchange as the initial activity at regional level. The level and approach to 

implementation of both pillars in Europe is crucial because countries very often do not participate in 

harmonization activities – an important factor explaining the limited availability of soil information. 



In this context, Mrs. Keesstra Chair of the Division of Soil Systems Science within the European 

Geophysical Society (EG) proposed to promote the GSP work at the European Geoscience Union 

2015. 

8. Agenda Item 3: Way forward of the European Soil Partnership  
a) The economics of ecosystem services provided by soil (linked to MAES Soil) 

b) Soils in the post-2015 development agenda (SDGs related to soil and land) 

c) Status report of European soil resources as part of the Status of World Soil Resources 

Report  

Mr. Montanarella provided an update on the decisions taken during the last ESP meeting at the JRC 

in Ispra. He gave attention to the ecosystem services provided by soils (under a qualitative and 

quantitative point of view) and the links of the ESP to other European initiatives such as the MAES 

project (Mapping of Ecosystem Services in Europe). Additionally, he stated that the Commission was 

working on the Economics of Land Degradation (ELD). In order to achieve sustainable land 

management, soils should be linked to other initiatives dealing with e.g. biodiversity. Hence, the 

importance of looking at soils in a cross-cutting way. In terms of current formulation of the Status of 

World Soil Resources Report, it was noted that the European Assessment Report section was  almost 

finished. 

9. Agenda Item 4: Date and venue of the next meeting  
It was agreed that the next ESP Workshop will take place on 8-9 March. The venue will be announced 

later as it could be FAO HQ in Rome, Italy or at the FAO Regional Office for Europea iN Budapest, 

Hungary.   
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