




The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever
on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) concerning the legal or development status of any country, territory, city
or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries. The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers,
whether or not these have been patented, does not imply that these have
been endorsed or recommended by FAO in preference to others of a similar
nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the views of FAO.

ISBN 978-92-5-106944-8

All rights reserved. FAO encourages reproduction and dissemination of
material in this information product. Non-commercial uses will be authorized
free of charge, upon request. Reproduction for resale or other commercial
purposes, including educational purposes, may incur fees. Applications for
permission to reproduce or disseminate FAO copyright materials, and all
queries concerning rights and licences, should be addressed by e-mail to
copyright@fao.org or to the Chief, Publishing Policy and Support Branch,
Office of Knowledge Exchange, Research and Extension, FAO,
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy.

© FAO 2011



F A O  –  L I  B Y A

Table of Contents
                 Page
A. Introduction         1
B. General Assessment       2
C. Analytical Summary on the Results-based Achievements   4

1. Natural Resources       4
2. Plant Production and Protection      4
3. Livestock         5
4. Agricultural Support Systems                 6
5. Nutrition, Food Quality and Safety                6
6. Fisheries                    7
7. Research and Technology Transfer                7
8. Locusts: EMPRES Programme                            8

D. Narrative on activities/achievements/impacts                       10
D.1 Few Examples of projects executed by FAO in different topics         10

1. Natural Resources                           10
2. Plant Production and Protection              11
3. Animal Health                12
4. Fisheries                 14
5. Agricultural Support Systems               16 
6. Water Resources Management              17

E. Success Stories                 19
Annex 1. List of projects implemented in Libya since 1981 up to now         27



1

A. Introduction

Libya has joined FAO since 24 November 1953. However, the FAO Office in 
Libya was not established until September 2002. Its mission conforms to the 
mandate of the mother organization in providing technical assistance, through 
various activities and projects, to help modernize and improve agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries in Libya. The agency also works towards enhancing the 
development capacities of its local counterparts. As well as encouraging and 
facilitating the country›s participation in regional and international forums. The 
office is also active in mobilizing Libyan resources and fostering partnership 
with key regional communities and funding organs to enhance food security 
and to combat hunger and poverty.
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B. General Assessment

Libya economy depends on hydrocarbons, which on the average contribute to 
more than 45% of GDP and earn the country more than 90% of its foreign ex-
change.  Agriculture contributes to about 5% of the GDP and employs around 
6% of the workforce. 

Massive investments were injected in agriculture in the two decades follow-
ing the revolution in 1969 in an attempt to improve food security situation, 
and various policies and programmes were implemented in support of this 
investment. Most important among those are the wide scale subsidies, estab-
lishment of resettlement schemes and of large-scale “strategic” public projects 
especially for wheat production in the desert and of large scale dairy, sheep 
and poultry farms. Heavy investment has also been made for water transport 
through the Great Man-made River primarily to boast irrigated agriculture, as 
well as wide-scale development of good infrastructure in terms of electricity, 
roads, dams, reservoirs, and communication network. However, the available 
evidence testifies for the inability of the agricultural sector with its current con-
figuration and performance levels to satisfy the rising demand for food and 
to contribute to overall employment as desired. Available estimates indicate 
that Libya currently imports about 80% of its consumption requirement. The 
main agricultural products imported by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya are flour 
of wheat, oil of maize and milk, that represented about 40% of all agricultural 
products imported.  The main agricultural products exported are groundnuts 
that represented about 50% of all agricultural exports. The low performance 
of the sector has been due to various natural, environmental, economic and 
institutional challenges and constraints. 

The negative interactions between agricultural activities and the stock of natu-
ral resources as well as the overall quality of the natural environment as a 
result of the hurried and unsustainable development in the 1970’s and 1980’s 
were increasingly becoming evident. The situation is particularly alarming with 
respect to utilization of groundwater, which represents more than 97% of total 
water used. At present the annual total water available for use is estimated 
at 3820 million cubic meters, most of it (3000 million cubic meters) is of a 
non-renewable nature; while actual annual water use is estimated at 5128 mil-
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lion cubic meters, 85% of it used by agriculture. Rapid exploitation of water 
resources in coastal area, far beyond the sustainable level, resulted in deple-
tion of water tables, sea intrusion, and water and soil salination and strongly 
reflects on the urgent need for a comprehensive policy aimed at sustainable 
and efficient management of water resources in agriculture. This is equally 
true for water transported from the desert through the Great Man-made River, 
which is now used mainly for domestic consumption in large urban centres. 
Also reported as alarming are the high levels of chemicals use and associated 
health hazards.

The development of the agricultural sector has particularly been hampered 
by lack of viable institutions, instability and rapid and frequent institutional 
changes in the sector. A Ministry for Agriculture, Animal and Marine Wealth 
was re-established in 2006 following almost 16 years of disaggregation of 
authority within the sector. But still the organizational structure of the Ministry 
has not been finalized neither was the revival of most of the functions nor-
mally carried out by centralized institutions like agricultural planning, statistics, 
policy design, implementation and monitoring, which came to a halt during the 
decentralization era. 

On the Regional front, Libya has the financial resources and political will to 
provide assistance to Africa and the Community of the Sahel Saharan States 
(CEN-SAD) in the areas of poverty reduction, improved food security and in 
enhancing intra-regional trade in agricultural products and supplies. 
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C. Analytical Summary on the Results-based          
Achievements

The following classification and explanation can give a concise view of FAO 
results-based achievements:

1. Natural Resources 

The preceding assessment reflected on the limited natural resources, especially 
of water and suitable land, and on the hazards and negative repercussions 
on agricultural development and food security associated with their misuse. A 
sound strategy, policy and action programmes oriented towards the conser-
vation, sound management and efficient utilization of natural resources and 
towards addressing the environmental sustainability dimensions constitutes a 
high national priority. FAO responded to the Government request for  strength-
ening institutional and human resource capacities to manage land resources 
and to improve the quality and widen the range of physical resource informa-
tion to be integrated into the decision making process and to improve plan-
ning, agriculture production and food security.  

2. Plant Production and Protection

The low agricultural productivity of most of the crops cultivated together with 
rising demand for food has turned Libya into a net food importer. Therefore 
development of improved seed and propagation material and of improved 
production systems to raise productivity of food crops especially cereals, olives 
and date palm was accorded high priority.  Due to limited technical capacities 
and relaxed quarantine mesaures, new strains of Plant and Animal pests and 
diseases were reported to have enetered the country and found their way to 
the farming sector. This further complicated an already precarious plant and 
animal protection system and is a cause of great concern. 

FAO is supporting Libya to develop a seed and propagation material system 
through initiating actions on seed policy, setting up infrastructure for germplasm 
information management, strengthening research activities in plant breeding 
and variety development, establishing the foundation for a nucleus and mas-
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sive seed propagation programme, and ensuring sustainability of seed produc-
tion activities and seed quality control procedures.

With FAO assistance through TCP Facility (Project TCP/LIB 3101) a detailed 
analysis of the olive sector was carried out, problems diagnosed and oppor-
tunities to enhanced productivity and added value were identified. Support to 
be provided within the TCP Facility has also been approved (Project TCP/LIB 
3201) for FAO to assist in devising actions for the adaptation and functioning 
of a date palm tissue culture laboratory in Libya and to identify and address 
the critical gap in in-vitro propagation to satisfy the burgeoning local demand 
for planting material of date palm.

FAO support in terms of materials, advice and training continued to be pro-
vided through various regional projects on plant protection such as “Manage-
ment of the Peach Fruit Fly (Bactrocera zonata) in the Middle East and North 
Africa”, “FAO Regional Working Groups on Greenhouse Crop Production in 
the Mediterranean Region” and “Integrated Plant Production and Protection 
under Green Houses”and through participation in regional and international 
workshops and conferences such as “The International Conference on Wheat 
Stem Rust Disease Ug99”, and meetings on Rotterdam Convention, Interna-
tional Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and the International Standards for 
Phytosanitory Measures (ISPMs). 

3. Livestock

Promotion of livestock production and trade through improved productiv-
ity and enhanced management of veterinary public health and control and 
surveillance of transboundary animal diseases and management of farm ani-
mal genetic resources is of high priority to Libya. FAO is assisting in these 
domains through a number of national projects: “Assistance to the Secretariat 
of Agriculture & Animal Wealth”, “Training in Veterinary Service - Phase II)” 
and “Support of Veterinary Services”. However, implementation has been af-
fected by institutional instability and frequent changes in management. Libya 
also benefited from an appreciable number of regional projects especially in 
the area of capacity building.  Various FAO missions were also launched to 
provide assistance in animal health and in the preparation of the dossier for 
recognition of free status from Rinderpest.   
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Technical and financial support has also been provided by FAO (AGA) in the 
preparation of the First Report on the State of the World’s Animal Genetic 
Resources. This resulted in a detailed national document which was submitted 
to FAO in January 2004. Subsequent activities included FAO support to Libya 
participation in many international forums organized on the subject including 
meetings for the Adoption of the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic 
Resources and the Interlaken Declaration as well as sessions of the Intergov-
ernmental Technical Working Group on Animal Genetic Resources (ITWG-
AnGR).  

4. Agricultural Support Systems 

Libya has recently embarked on economic reforms and invigorating agricul-
tural policies to conserve and efficiently utilize natural resources and enhance 
agricultural productivity in conformity with the NEPAD initiative and its Com-
prehensive Programme for Agricultural Development (CAADP) and to improve 
incentive structure in farming. However, the design of sound agricultural poli-
cies and their implementation and monitoring are seriously constrained by 
the limited technical capacities and by the paucity of information required for 
policy analyses.  FAO executed a TCP project aiming to enhance capacities in 
the collection and analysis of farm level economic data, and to provide for the 
systematic analyses of the efficiency of farming in Libya through the construc-
tion and analyses of a dynamic pragmatic planning model based on Crop 
Budgets and Policy Analysis Matrices (PAMs).

In response to Libya’s specific request, assistance was also provided by FAO 
through project TCP/LIB/2902 and a National Medium Term Investment Pro-
gramme (NMTIP) and Bankable Project Profiles were formulated in support 
to the CAADP implementation and its translation into action. The two outputs 
were discussed in a national workshop of concerned stake holders who agreed 
on the major findings and recommendations.

5. Nutrition, Food Quality and Safety

Libya is facing the challenges brought about by vast expansion of food imports 
which demands laying effective food control and safety measures. Institutional 

F A O  –  L I  B Y A



7

instability, inadequate facilities and insufficient number of well-trained inspec-
tors adversely affected the food legislative, inspection and analytical activities 
in Libya. Accordingly, a high priority has been accorded to resolving those 
deficiencies and strengthening the food quality and safety control measures. 

FAO (ESN) provided appreciable support in these domains including provision 
of publications, organization of national training workshops, funding Libyans 
participation in regional workshops and conferences on the production and 
use of food composition, and in nutrition education and consumer awareness 
as well as providing financial support to participation in Codex Alimentarius 
meetings. FAO also fielded Food Security Officers to assess technical assist-
ance needs in related areas and to provide support and advice to national 
committees entrusted with studying the situation of food safety and control in 
Libya. 
 
6. Fisheries

Libya enjoys a long coast on the Mediterranean Sea and rich fishery resourc-
es, and national authorities are keen on their adequate exploitation and utili-
zation to increase foreign exchange earnings and to diversify and enrich the 
local diet.  

FAO provided technical assistance through the national project “Development 
of Marine Resources” which included  provision of international consultants, 
introduction of technologies, procurement of equipment and provision of ad-
visory services and through TCP Facility in assessing the situation and formula-
tion of TCP project proposal for FAO to assist in the formulation of a national 
fishery development programme. Libya also participated in and benefited from 
the assistance provided through several FAO regional fisheries projects. 

7. Research and Technology Transfer

Concerted efforts were exerted by Libya to strengthen its agricultural research 
activities through development and appropriate functioning of various applied 
research centres and through enhancing technical capacities to undertake 
problem-solving research. Appropriate mechanisms for dissemination of agri-
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cultural knowledge and transfer and adoption of generated field-tested tech-
nologies also received appreciable attention.

FAO support for “Strengthening the Agricultural Research Centre” has been 
going on since the 1970s. However, poor delivery during last years has been 
reported and recent efforts to improve project implementation were hampered 
by lack of funds and the project was eventually terminated. 

8. Locusts: EMPRES Programme

CLCPRO and EMPRES Programme. Libya is a member of the FAO Commis-
sion for controlling the Desert Locust in the Western Region (CLCPRO). It is 
also a member of the EMPRES (Desert Locust) Programme in the Western Re-
gion (WR). It recently hosted the 9th Meeting of the Liaison Officers of the 
Programme EMPRES-WR as well as the 6th meeting of its Steering Committee 
(Tripoli, December 2010).  

Libya participates in the meetings and activities that are organized and imple-
mented by the CLCPRO and in the framework of EMPRES/WR. This includes: 
the use of the Monitoring system of national locust control mechanisms (Système 
de veille des dispositifs nationaux de lutte antiacridienne); harmonization and 
implementation of the environmental requirements list for Desert Locust control; 
preparation of contingency plans; and operational research in the Western Re-
gion. Libya also participates in regional training sessions (on survey; spraying 
techniques; quality of treatments, health and environmental monitoring, includ-
ing environmental standard ISO 14001; use of tools for locust data; etc.).

Libya also took part in the meeting gathering the Ministers of Agriculture of the 
Western Region, held in Mali on 27 March 2009. The resulting “Declaration 
of Bamako” promotes the adoption of mechanisms for ensuring the sustain-
ability of preventive locust control, including through the creation of autono-
mous national locust control units (Another similar meeting will be organized 
in 2011). 

Libya participated in the Planning Workshop on Phase II of EMPRES (Desert 
Locust) Programme in the Western Region, together with the eight other Mem-
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ber countries, France, USAID and the World Bank (Senegal, March 2010). The 
main output of this meeting was the definition of the objectives, results and activi-
ties of Phase II of the Programme EMPRES-WR (four-year duration, from 2011 
to 2014).  Afterwards, the CLCPRO Secretariat/EMPRES-WR Coordination pre-
pared a project document, for a total of USD 7.8 million, which was sent in 
November 2010 to technical and financial partners.

Emergency assistance. During the Desert Locust emergency which occurred in 
2003-05 in the Western Region, Libya supported several Sahelian countries in 
their efforts to control Desert Locust by providing technical assistance, pesticides, 
flying hours and control equipment. Libya was also assisted through four region-
al projects funded by Australia, the Czech Republic, Ireland and the Islamic De-
velopment Bank (IDB), for a total amount of USD 161,368. Main inputs included 
survey, positioning equipment (GPS), communication and office equipment as 
well as material for human health monitoring. National capacities were also 
strengthened through Libya›s participation in several training courses, including 
on the management of empty pesticide containers and pesticides stocks.
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D. Narrative on Activities /Achievements / Impacts

All of the FAO›s work is directed towards achievement of the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, particularly those related to integrating food security concerns 
and sustainable resource use into country policies and programmes. It also 
works on promoting South-South development cooperation through member-
ship to international conventions, agreements and networks, as well as a key 
focal point for the Secretariat of the Sahelo-Saharan Community (CEN-SAD), 
of which Libya is a founding member.

Special Programme for Food security (SPFS): Libya provided $9.3 million in 
support of the FAO SPFS in five CEN-SAD member states (Chad, Burkina Faso, 
Niger, Mali and Sudan). Success of the programme was emphasized by the 
Libyan Government during the EU-Africa Ministerial Conference on Migration 
and Development (22-23 November 2006) as well as the 3rd meeting of the 
CEN-SAD Ministers for Agriculture in Rabat (4-8 March 2007) and agreed to 
extend its financial support to consolidate the successful results achieved.
The FAO programme in Libya hinges firmly on achieving MDGs with regard to 
Food Security and Environmental Sustainability and on reinforcing UN leader-
ship on development objectives and cooperation in Libya. In this context, a 
Technical Agreement was signed between Libya and FAO for a total amount 
of 71 million USD covering 18 development projects (PMU and 17 technical 
projects) within six balanced thematic subgroups, namely:
•	 plant	health	and	pesticides	management;
•	 animal	health	management	and	animal	vaccines	assessment;
•	 seed	development;
•	 natural	resources	management;
•	 biotechnology;
•	 capacity	building	and	institutional	strengthening.

D.1 Few Examples of Projects Executed by FAO in Different 

Topics.

1. Natural Resources

• UTF/LIB/004 “Mapping of Natural Resources for Agricultural 
Use and planning in Libya”
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Duration:  19 March 2003 - 31 December 2010.

Objectives: to strengthen institutional and human resource capacities to man-
age land resources and to improve the quality and widen the range of physical 
resource information to be integrated into the decision making process and to 
improve planning, agriculture production and food security.  

Budget: US$ 3,922,463

Outputs: A systematic methodology for classification and mapping of agri-
cultural land resources information using remote techniques in place. A method-
ology for establishment, operation and manipulation of a digitized geographic 
information database defined. Afirm foundation is established for the national 
relevant institution to use RS/GIS and IS technology in the gathering of agricul-
tural land resources information for the planning of national development.  

2. Plant Production and Protection

• UTF/LIB/026/LIB “Development of a Seed and Propagation 
Material System in Libya”

Duration:  15 May 2005 - 13 May 2011.

Objectives: The project will support and further strengthen the Secretariat of 
General People›s Committee for Agriculture in its efforts to develop the seed sec-
tor. The project will assist the national authorities in enhancing food security and 
promotion of agricultural production by (i) strengthening the country’s research 
and academic capabilities; (ii) developing an enabling regulatory framework 
for the national seed programme; and (iii) Creating a comprehensive seed pro-
duction system comprising the formal and informal sectors for the production, 
distribution and marketing of seed and vegetative planting materials.

Budget: US$ 12,451,266

Outputs: 
(i) Plant Breeding Activities strengthened. 
(ii) Institutional capabilities to guide the orderly development of the na-

tional seed system enhanced.
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(iii) Several varieties developed and seed multiplication programme estab-
lished.

3. Animal Health 

• GCP/RAB/001/SPA “Strengthening surveillance and control of 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in the Maghreb and Egypt”

Duration:  March 2007 – June 2010.

Objective:  The overall objective of the project is to contribute to internation-
al efforts aiming at controlling and eliminating the threat of HPAI, thus reduc-
ing the impact on the agricultural sector and minimizing the risk to the human 
health. 

The specific objective of the project is to strengthen the capacities of the Magh-
reb countries and Egypt to prevent and control HPAI outbreaks, thereby pre-
venting serious losses to poultry raisers and rural economies, reducing the im-
pact on food security and safeguarding human health and safety.

Budget: US$ 1,679,452

Outputs: (i) Regional coordination of HPAI control programmes enhanced 
among the countries in the region. (ii) National capacities to detect respond 
and contain HPAI outbreaks in all countries strengthened. (iii) Public awareness 
and risk communication strategies on HPAI leading to greater understanding of 
food safety and cooperation for reporting suspected HPAI cases improved.
Under this project Libya benefited from several regional and national train-
ing and capacity buildings activities. 

• TCP/RAB/3302 “Prevention and Control of Peste des petits ru-
minants in the Maghreb” (“Prévention et contrôle de la peste 
des petits ruminants dans les pays du Maghreb”)

Duration: January 2011 – Dec 2012

Objective: To strengthen regional coordination of prevention and control of 
Peste des petits ruminants in North Africa and assist countries in the region to 
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establish early warning measures and rapid response.

Budget: US$ 364,000

Outputs: (i) Strengthening of epidemiological surveillance of the disease in 
all countries of the region and establishing the epidemiological state by the 
participatory and serological methods. (ii) Strengthening Human and material 
capacities for rapid detection and diagnosis of the peste des petits ruminants. 
(iii) Definition of socio-economic risk posed by the peste des petits ruminants for 
the Maghreb and the entire Mediterranean region. The impact of the disease 
will be assessed on all the chain of small ruminants and its negative effects in 
terms of rural economy and food security. This assessment will be done by a 
socio-economic study. (iv) Strengthening coordination and harmonization of 
regional strategies for the prevention and control of disease and establishment 
of a regional emergency plan of action. 

• GCP/RAB/010/SPA “Strengthening systems to prevent and 
control transboundary animal diseases in the Maghreb and 
Egypt: towards a Mediterranean Network for Animal Health” 
(“Refuerzo de los sistemas de prevención y control de las en-
fermedades transfronterizas animales en el Magreb y Egipto: 
hacia una Red Mediterránea de Sanidad Animal”) 

Duration: June 2010 – May 2013

Objectives: to strengthen national animal health services prevention and 
transboundary control of animal diseases that pose a risk to public health and 
food security of the population of the region. The project will also help to har-
monize border control strategies through a regional Mediterranean animal 
health coordination network- REMESA– 

Budget: US$ 1,035,503

Outputs:  National and regional capacities for effective prevention and control 
of priority TADs and zoonoses enhanced, through strengthening of animal health 
services and coordination of disease surveillance and control programmes.
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4. Fisheries

• GCP/INT/006/EC – Coordination to support fisheries manage-
ment in the Western and Central Mediterranean (CopeMed 
Phase II) – US$176,475

Duration: 04 Sep 2010 - 03 Sep 2011

Objectives: The overall objective of the three year CopeMed Phase II pro-
gramme aims at maintaining the sustainability of the marine resources in the 
Central and Western sub-regions and its ecosystem, taking into account envi-
ronmental, biological, economical, social and institutional issues, and at pro-
moting scientific cooperation among the Western and Central sub-regions of 
the Mediterranean– 

Budget: US$ 361,770

Outputs: (i) The fisheries scientific research in the Mediterranean countries 
strengthened. (ii) The institutional capacity at the national level (organization 
and network of fishery stakeholders, development of management strategies) 
and sub-regional level (cooperation between countries  and with regional Fish-
eries Organizations) enhanced. (iii) National capacity to obtain statistical data 
on catch and effort, including biological and socio-economic data, reinforced. 

• GCP/RER/010/ITA – Assessment and Monitoring of the fish-
ery resources and the ecosystems in the straits of Sicily (Med-
sudmed) 

Duration: 01 April 2001 - 30 June 2012

Objectives: The longer-term development objective is the maintenance of the 
yield (production) of fish from the Mediterranean at an optimum level whilst 
still ensuring conservation of the environment.

The objective of this project component is to enable the fisheries institutions of 
the participating governments, by mid 2004, to carry out continuous dynamic 
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assessment and monitoring of the status of the stocks of fish plus other living 
resources, as well as the ecosystems of the Mediterranean, so as to provide on-
going advice for appropriate rapid adjustments in their national and regional 
mechanisms for management of the fisheries, and so maintain fish production 
at an optimum level.

Budget: US$ 4,955,407

Outputs:  (i) An operational computer-based “modular package” with the 
capacity to store, analyse and present in tabular or graphic form, all the basic 
data and mathematical-models concerning the principal parameters used to 
describe the changing status over time of the main fish-stocks, their environ-
ment, and the fisheries dependent upon them. (ii) Scientists from the participat-
ing national institutions trained in the structure, operation and maintenance of 
the computer-based “modular package” developed. (iii) The basic modular 
package replicated in the four participating countries, and subsequently in ad-
ditional countries of the GFCM Commission

• GCP/INT/918/EC – Fishery statistics and information system in 
the Mediterranean (MedFisis) Year 3.

Duration: 01 January 2010 - 30 June 2011

Objectives: The long term objective is to contribute to the sustainable man-
agement of the fisheries exploiting the living resources of the Mediterranean 
Large Ma4r5ine Ecosystem in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Sus-
tainable Fisheries and the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries. The immediate 
objective is to strengthen the capacity of the relevant institutions in Mediterra-
nean countries on marine capture statistics and information systems to establish 
fishery statistics systems using an adaptive approach, complying with both the 
national and regional statistical requirements, with emphasis on the fishing ves-
sel register and on Catch and Effort Assessment Surveys (CAS) as fundamen-
tals of fishery management information systems.

Budget: US$ 340,283

Outputs: Establishment of fisheries statistical systems at the national level 

F A O  –  L I  B Y A



16

of the concerned countries. Consolidation of the work done previously, and the 
completion of the Medstat tools (software and training). This regional system 
will be designed and function in a way to ensure that the information neces-
sary for tracking sustainability indicators and establishing reference points is 
collected in a reliable and timely manner. As the key regional fishery body, 
the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) will be the 
principal user of the system in its role to monitor the sustainable development 
and management of fisheries in the Mediterranean.

• TCP/LIB/3001 - Support to the formulation of the National Fish-
eries Development Programme

Duration: 15 July 2010 – 31 December 2011

Objectives: The major outcome of the project will be to contribute to the Na-
tional Fisheries Development Programme, through technical assistance and ca-
pacity building in fisheries and aquaculture planning. In this context, the project 
will focus on defining ways to promote a fisheries management-oriented policy, 
to better integrate the fishery sector into the economy, enhance the capacity of 
key fisheries institutions and support aquaculture development in Libya.

Budget: US$ 183,000

Outputs: A fishery and aquaculture synthesis sector review is drafted and 
a National Fisheries Development Programme prepared and validated by ma-
jor stakeholders.

5. Agricultural Support Systems 

• TCP/LIB/3001: Support to Enhance National Capacities for the 
Collection ‘and Analysis of Farm Level Economic Data»

 
Duration: 01 November 2004 - 30 June 2006

Objective: Provide support and enhance national capacities to develop and 
use of a system to collect socio-economic and farm data and its processing for 
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research, economic and policy analysis through the construction and analyses 
of a dynamic pragmatic planning model based on Crop Budgets and Policy 
Analysis Matrices (PAMs).
Budget: US$ 213,255

Outputs: A system for farm data collection and analysis and for the genera-
tion of inferences and efficiency indicators was developed and agricultural en-
gineers were trained in its use and in the conduct of quantitative policy analy-
sis. An electronic planning model was developed and capacity established for 
its running, maintenance and updating and for its future extension, and semi-
nars to demonstrate usefulness of the dynamic planning model in economic 
analysis and in policy design and analysis were conducted for senior policy 
officers from related policy organs, researchers and university staff. In addi-
tion a technical report on the Economic Efficiency of Cereal Production in Libya 
and Financial and Economic Enterprise Budgets and PAMs were produced and 
widely disseminated.   

6. Water Resources Management

• TCP/INT/3301 - Support to policy consultation and actions to 
boost sustainable use of water and energy resources for ag-
ricultural production and livelihood improvement in the Near 
East and North Africa Region in the context of climate change

Duration: 21 April 2010 - 31 December 2011 

Objectives: (i) Assist the Near East and North Africa countries in building 
their capacity to contribute to advocacy and project formulation and man-
agement with regard to water for agriculture and energy initiatives. (ii) Build 
awareness and bring to policy-makers and public at large the new evidence 
from partners and the scientific community, on the importance of linking water 
and energy sector planning in the region. (iii) Support all the stakeholders in 
achieving a thorough understanding of the current situation at the country and 
regional level, as well as of the actions that could be undertaken to solve the 
challenges related to the interlinkages between water for agriculture and en-
ergy in the context of water scarcity and climate change.
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Budget: US$ 436,000

Outputs: (i) Increased awareness at national and regional level on 
the situation of water resources management, promotion of networking and 
information sharing amongst stakeholders and creation of partnership for in-
creased investments in water for agriculture and energy. (ii) Enhanced knowl-
edge of national/regional institutions on water resources management through 
the preparation of thorough studies and reports and production of synergic 
views of the interlinkages among the climate change-water-energy relations. 
(iii) Thoroughly assessed current level of commitment and investment in water 
and energy at national, subregional and regional level through the compila-
tion of comprehensive projects portfolios and the subsequent estimate and pri-
oritization of investment needs. (iv) Established national stakeholder dialogues 
in each country as well as two subregional dialogues – having ensured the 
commitment of international community and organizations and private sector 
in support of their organization - which guarantee ownership of the priority 
investments proposed. (iv) Enhanced capacity of national institutions in water-
resources-management related projects’ formulation and planning and in the 
facilitation of financial resources mobilization.
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E. Success Stories

• UTF/LIB/004 “Mapping of Natural Resources for Agricultural 
Use and planning in Libya”

Only 2% of total land area of Libya is arable and 4% is suitable for graz-
ing livestock. Most of the agricultural areas are located in Al-Jabal al Akhdar 
in the North East and Gefara Plains near Tripoli. Annual rainfall in these areas 
ranges between 200 and 500mm and irrigation using groundwater resources 
is common. The unsustainable use of these resources poses a severe long-term 
ecological and socio-economic threat to Libya›s agricultural lands.

The importance of providing reliable comprehensive data for planning devel-
opment of the agricultural sector, rehabilitating projects and further strength-
ening capacities to formulate, implement and monitor various policy measures 
has long been recognized by national authorities. Special need has been ac-
corded to identifying   regions/areas of highest potential for agricultural inten-
sification and diversification and designing appropriate measures to monitor 
the fragile ecosystems and resources (such as water) and ensure sustainable 
agricultural production.

To address these issues project “Mapping of Natural Resources for Agricul-
ture Use and Planning” was initiated between Libya, and UNDP with FAO as 
executing agency to strengthen national capacity to manage land resources 
and improve the quality and widen the range of physical resource data to 
be integrated into the decision making processes and to improve agricultural 
production.

The project activities included: a) generation, processing, integration and 
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archiving of data using latest technology; b) establishing  appropriate policy 
and legal frameworks; c)   developing strategies and mechanisms to facilitate 
information management processes; d)   creating a National Spatial Data Infra-
structure (NSDI) to promote cooperation among agencies, and e) promoting 
and strengthening technical and scientific collaboration with other countries in 
the region.

Despite difficulties in required financial resources, the project achievements 
included development of modules within the Land Resources information Man-
agement System (LIRMS) for the western region of Libya, which integrates 
various functionalities and methodologies into one processing environment 
(ArcGIS and Spatial Analyst) and enables standardization and the creation 
of harmonization complex databases using GeoDatabase. The Modules sofar 
developed within the LIRMS cover land utilization types (LUT), climate, wa-
ter, soils, topography, vegetation land cover (LC), crops, socio-economic, land 
evaluation suitability (LES) and the reporting module which allow the national 
institutions to have a better planning for land management and use. 

• UTF/LIB/026/LIB “Development of a Seed and Propagation 
Material System in Libya”

FAO is supporting Libya to develop a seed and propagation material 
system through initiating actions on seed policy, setting up infrastructure for 
germplasm information management, establishing the foundation for a massive 
seed propagation programme, and ensuring sustainability of seed production 
activities, and seed quality control procedures. 
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The FAO technical assistance activities which commenced in May 2005 cov-
ered the following areas, despite difficulties in required financial resources. 
Good achievements were realized in different areas: 

a) Plant Genetic Resources (PGR):

The National Genebank capacity was strengthened through the develop-
ment of a PGR documentation system and training of national as well as the 
reinforcement of the national cereal plant genetic resources collection. 

 Collecting barley sample Separation of different bread wheat types

b) Plant breeding and nucleus seed production

The capacity of the national institutions (Agricultural Research Centre and 
the National Centre for Improved Seed) were strengthened in the plant breed-
ing field, particularly in maintaining the genetic purity of existing cereal varie-
ties and purifying the newly selected advance lines and adequate quantity of 
nucleus seed produced in readiness for DUS and VCU evaluation and release 
of varieties. The project allowed the revitalization of the cereal breeding pro-
gramme in the Agricultural Research Centre in 3 different station (Misurata, Al 
Marj and Safeit), and in the National Centre for Improved Seed at the Tsawah 
farm. 
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Training in plant breeding at the ARC Safeit station

Variety yield and demonstration 
trials

Field day

On the job training on variety 
purification and maintenance

Training on field crop breeding at 
Al Marj ARC station

F A O  –  L I  B Y A



23

c) Variety release mechanism and seed certification 

Nine varieties (3 for durum wheat, 3 for soft wheat, and 3 for barley) were 
selected and presented for registration. National capacities were trained in 
cereal variety description and crop inspection techniques. 

   

d) Seed production and processing

Among the project’s achievement is the establishment of a nucleus seed pro-
duction programme (breeder and pre-basic seed) which never existed before 
and establishment of seed technology laboratories and seed processing units 
for basic seed production.

   

Strengthening national capacities 
in variety description

Training in field inspection
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Laboratory seed technology laboratories established in 3 ARC stations.

Seed processing equipments at 
National Seed Center in Tsawah 

and Qaam Stations

Field equipments at the Agri-
cultural Research Experimental 
Stations in Safeit and Al Marj

Breeder and Pre-basic seed 
production

Training on the utilization of 
different seed field equipment
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e) Training 

National capacities were strengthened in different fields related to seed indus-
try (more than 200 staff trained). 

   
Training national staff on different areas of seed industry.

• TCP/LIB/3001: Support to Enhance National Capacities for the 
Collection ‘and Analysis of Farm Level Economic Data» 

Libya has recently embarked on reforms such as elimination of most of the 
input subsidies and liberalization of the exchange rate, which would impact the 
agricultural sector. Efforts were also exerted to invigorate agricultural policies 
to conserve and efficiently utilize natural resources and enhance agricultural 
productivity in conformity with the NEPAD initiative and its Comprehensive 
Programme for Agricultural Development and to improve incentive structure 
in farming. However, the design of sound agricultural policies and their imple-
mentation and monitoring are seriously constrained by the limited technical 
capacities and by the paucity of information required for policy analyses. Infor-
mation is particularly lacking on the economics of agricultural production, the 
types as well as the input/output coefficients and productivity of agricultural 
enterprises raised in the different agro ecological zones and farming systems, 
and information that would facilitate analyses of the comparative as well as the 
competitive advantages of Libyan farming.  
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As a result of the project, (a) a system for farm data collection and analysis 
and for the generation of inferences and efficiency indicators was developed 
and 15 agricultural engineers were trained in its use and in the conduct of 
quantitative policy analysis;  (b) an electronic planning model was developed 
and capacity established for its running, maintenance and updating and for its 
future extension in economic analysis and in policy design and analysis., The 
project also assisted in the collation, sorting out and tabulation of farm data for 
all public cereal projects in Libya for the first time, and the electronic files were 
made available for use by the projects and researchers.
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Annex 1
List of projects implemented in Libya since1981 up to 

now

A. Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS)

B. TCP Country Projects

Symbol

Symbol

SPFM/LIB/0001

TCP/LIB/0051

TCP/LIB/0052

TCP/LIB/2901

TCP/LIB/2902

TCP/LIB/3001

TCP/LIB/3002

TCP/LIB/3101

TCP/LIB/3201

TCP/LIB/3202

TCP/LIB/4551

TCP/LIB/8921

TCP/LIB/8951

Total

SPFM in Libya

Pilot Test for the Eradication of the 

New World Screwworm

Technical Assistance of the Eradi-

cation of Screwworm

TCP Facility for FAORs

Assistance in the Preparation 

of a Medium-term Investment 

Programme and Formulation of 

Bankable Projects in Support to the 

CAADP Implementation

Support to enhancing national 

capacities for the collection and 

analysis of farm level economic 

data

TCP Facility for FAORs

TCP Facility

TCP Facility

Support to the formulation of the 

National Fisheries Development 

Programme

Formulation of a Phase II Fisheries 

Development Project

National Seed Programme, Pre-

paratory Assistance

Screwworm Control

12 TCP projects

2000-09

1990-05

1990-06

2003-05

2003-11

2004-06

2004-10

2007-12

2008-07

2009-08

1995-10

1999-05

1989-04

128,793

243,896

178,000

10,000

117,755

213,255

10,000

155,801

88,286

183,000

90,000

178,000

345,000

1,812,993

2000-09

1991-02

1990-07

2003-05

2003-11

2004-11

2004-10

2007-12

2009-02

2010-07

1997-02

1999-11

1989-06

2000-12

1992-07

1991-06

2004-07

2005-10

2006-06

2005-12

2009-12

2010-07

2011-12

1997-08

2001-03

1990-05

TCIE

AGA

AGAH

RNER

TCIE

TCA

FNLIB

FNLIB

RNER

FIPI

FIDO

AGP

AFF

Title

Title

EOD

EOD

NTE

NTE

LTU

LTU

Approval 
Date

Approval 
Date

Total 
Budget

Total 
Budget
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C. TCP Regional Projects

Symbol

TCP/INT/0165

TCP/RAB/2902

TCP/RAB/2903

TCP/RAF/2917

TCP/RAF/2924

TCP/RAB/3001

TCP/RAB/3002

TCP/RAB/3003

TCP/INT/3011

TCP/RAF/3013

TCP/RAB/3006

TCP/RAF/3105

Integrated Production and Protection 

Management (IPP) of Greenhouse Crops

Management of the Peach Fruit Fly 

(Bactrocera zonata) in the Middle East 

and North Africa

Support to CAEU for the Formulation of 

a Regional Programme for Food Security

Advisory Support to the NEPAD 

Secretariat

Incorporating Forestry, Fisheries and 

Livestock Sectors in the NEPAD - Compre-

hensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP)

Assistance for the Processing of Regional 

Trade Statistics of Agricultural Trade 

Commodities

Strengthening capacities for agricultural 

marketing adjustment to the changing 

national and international trade environ-

ments

Improving the training capacity of the 

Arab Insitute for Forestry and Range

Appui au Secrétariat de la CEN-SAD 

dans la préparation d`un Programme 

régional pour la sécurité alimentaire 

(PRSA) et d`autres activités connexes 

pour la sécurité alimentaire des Etats 

sahélo-sahariens

Regional and subregional capacity 

building for the exchange of official 

phytosanitary information under the New 

Revised Text of the IPPC

Emergency assistance for early detection 

and prevention of avian influenza in the 

region of North Africa

Support to the implementation of major 

African Union policy and strategic initia-

tives on fisheries

2001-12

2002-12

2003-03

2003-08

2003-12

2004-01

2004-03

2004-04

2005-04

2005-08

2005-11

2006-05

396,000

376,000

287,000

382,334

174,031

152,144

310,342

208,789

288,872

242,000

400,000

98,000

2002-04

2002-12

2003-03

2003-10

2003-12

2004-01

2004-03

2004-09

2005-06

2005-08

2005-11

2006-07

2003-12

2004-11

2004-12

2005-09

2005-11

2005-11

2005-12

2005-12

2007-05

2007-01

2007-10

2007-06

AGPC

AGPP

TCAR

TCA

TCA

ESSB

AGSF

FONP

TCOS

AGP

AGAH

FIE

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget
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D. Other Regional Projects in which Libya participated

Symbol

GCP /RER/010/ITA

GCP /INT/918/EC

GCP /RAB/001/SPA

GCP /INT/028/SPA

GCP /INT/006/EC

GCP /RAF/422/FRA

GCP /INT/006/EC

GCP /RAB/010/SPA

GCP /INT/113/FRA

GCP /INT/006/EC

Total

MedSudMed -  Assessment and Monitoring 

of the Fishery Resources and the Ecosys-

tems in the Straits of Sicily (Module 2)

Fisheries Statistics and Information System 

in the Mediterranean (MedFIsys)

Strenghthening Surveillance and Control 

of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in 

the Maghreb and Egypt (Refuerzo de los 

Sistemas de Vigilancia y Control de la 

Influencia Aviar Altamente Pátogena en el 

Maghreb y Egipto)

Coordinación en apoyo de la Ordenación 

Pesquera en el Mediterráneo Occidental 

y Central. CopeMed, Fase II (GCP/

INT/028/SPA)

Co-ordination to Support Fisheries Man-

agement in the Western and Central Medi-

terranean - CopeMed Phase II – (Year 1)

Traitement environnemental de la lutte 

anti-acridienne en Afrique de l’Ouest et du 

Nord Ouest

Coordination to Support Fisheries Manage-

ment in the Western and Central Mediter-

ranean - CopeMed Phase II - (YEAR 2)

Strengthening systems of prevention and 

control of transboundary animal diseases 

in the Maghreb and Egypt: towards a 

Mediterranean Animal Health Network 

(REMESA)

Appui à la surveillance épidémiologique et 

à la lutte anti acridienne et études sur les 

rémunérations des externalités

Coordination to Support Fisheries Manage-

ment in the Western and Central Mediter-

ranean - CopeMed Phase II - (YEAR 3)

10  Regional  projects

2001-03

2004-07

2007-03

2007-11

2007-12

2008-03

2009-04

2009-09

2010-07

2010-10

4,955,406

243,427

1,679,453

2,065,412

176,475

1,498,000

239,869

1,035,502

1,700,680

361,770

13,955,994

2001-04

2004-07

2007-03

2007-12

2008-03

2008-06

2009-06

2010-07

2010-07

2010-09

2012-06

2005-06

2010-06

2011-07

2009-02

2012-04

2010-05

2012-06

2013-06

2011-09

FIRF

FIRM

AGAH

FIRF

FIMF

AGPP

FIRF

AGAH

AGAH

FIRF

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget
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E. UNDP Funded projects

Symbol

LIB/86/002/  /01/12

LIB/86/001/  /38/99

LIB/88/009/  /01/12

LIB/89/002/  /01/12

LIB/92/005/  /01/12

LIB/99/006/  /01/12

LIB/00/004/  /GC/12

LIB/00/004/  /01/12

Total

Feasibility of Marine Fish Farming 

(Phase I)

Transfer of Technology

Fisheries Development

Screwworm Control

Assistance to the Secretariat of 

Agriculture and Animal Health

Strengthening National Capacity 

in Veterinary Services

Mapping of Natural Resources for 

Agricultural Use and Planning

Mapping of Natural Resources for 

Agricultural Use and Planning

8 UNDP funded projects

1986-01

1987-01

1988-01

1988-01

1992-01

2000-05

2000-10

2000-10

279,788

166,110

4,662,504

1,056,054

356,109

269,433

772,360

3,922,463

11,484,821

1986-01

1987-01

1988-01

1988-01

1995-01

2000-02

2000-11

2003-03

1994-06

1996-05

2000-01

1993-11

2006-12

2007-12

2003-10

2010-12

AFF

AFF

FIEP

AGAH

AGPC

AGAH

NRR

NRC

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget
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Symbol

TCP/RAF/3107

TCP/RAF/3108

TCP/RAB/3201

TCP/INT/3301

TCP/RAB/3302

Total

Assistance for the implementation of 

the integrated plan of the Comprehen-

sive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) and the Sirte 

Declaration

Assistance to the formulation and initia-

tion of the African Seed and Biotechnol-

ogy Programme and Action Plan for its 

implementation

TCP Facility

Support to policy consultation and ac-

tions to boost sustainable use of water 

and energy resources for agricultural 

production and livelihood improvement 

in the Near East and North Africa Region 

in the context of climate change

Prévention et contrôle de la peste 

des petits ruminants dans les pays du 

Maghreb

17  TCP Regional  projects

2006-05

2006-10

2008-02

2010-04

2010-12

273,447

250,000

78,667

436,000

364,000

4,717,626

2006-05

2007-08

2008-02

2010-04

2011-01

2007-12

2009-12

2009-12

2011-12

2011-12

TCA

AGPS

SNEA

NRLW

AGAH

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget
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F. Trust Fund (UTF) Projects 

Symbol

UTFN/LIB/006/LIB

UTFN/LIB/025/LIB

UTFN/LIB/028/LIB

UTFN/LIB/025/LIB

UTF /LIB/026/LIB

UTF /LIB/047/LIB

Total

National Agricultural Research 

Centre (Phase III And IV)

Support of Veterinary Services 

(Phase III and IV)

Development of Marine Resources 

Sector

Support of Veterinary Services 

(Phase IV) - Local Currency Com-

ponent in Libyan Dinars

Development of a Seed and Propa-

gation Material System in Libya

Programme Management Unit

6 UTF projects

1981-01

1986-01

1989-01

1996-01

2003-11

2011-01

16,450,528

5,160,825

230,967

2,486,231

12,451,266

8,810,000

45,589,817

1981-01

1986-01

1989-01

1996-06

2005-05

2011-02

2006-12

2003-12

2003-12

1998-01

2011-05

2016-01

AGPC

AGAH

FIRM

AGAH

AGPM

TCS

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget

G. Emergency Regional Projects in which Libya participated

Symbol

OSRO/RAB/601/SPA

OSRO/RAF/409/IDB

OSRO/RAF/425/AUL

OSRO/RAF/429/CEH

OSRO/RAF/504/IRE

SCNA/LIB/019/MUL

SCNA/LIB/020/LIB

Total

Refuerzo de los sistemas de 

vigilancia y control de la Influenza 

Aviar altamente patógena (IAAP) 

en el Magreb y Egipto

Emergency assistance for desert 

locust control in Northwest and 

West Africa

Emergency assistance for desert 

locust control in the Sahelian 

countries

Assistance to the current desert 

locust upsurge in West and North-

west Africa

Assistance to Desert Locust Control 

Campaign in Maghreb

Pilot Test for Eradication of Screw-

worm from North Africa

Programme for Eradication of the 

Screwworm from North Africa

7 Emergency projects

2006-05

2004-08

2004-09

2004-10

2005-03

1990-06

1990-11

508,000

1,000,000

178,537

40,004

122,910

1,317,077

7,005,008

10,171,536

2006-09

2004-10

2004-12

2004-11

2005-06

1990-06

1990-11

2007-02

2005-09

2006-03

2005-10

2006-06

1993-02

1996-07

AGAH

AGPP

AGPP

AGPP

AGPP

AGAH

AGAH

Title EOD NTE LTUApproval 
Date

Total 
Budget
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