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I. INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
AND TIMETABLE FOR THE SESSION

1. The Third Extraordinary Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
met in Rome from 9 to 13 December 1996. A list of delegates and observers is attached as Appendix
K.

 
2. The Chairman, Mr. José Miguel Bolívar (Spain), opened the Session and welcomed delegates and

observers. Mr. Abdoulaye Sawadogo, Assistant Director-General, Agriculture Department, delivered
an opening statement on behalf of the Director-General, which is attached as Appendix C.

 
3. The Meeting observed a minute’s silence in memory of Mr. John Suich, who had led the United

Kingdom delegation in previous meetings of the Commission.
 
4. The Meeting adopted the Agenda, as given in Appendix A.

II. CONTINUATION OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE REVISION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

II.1 REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE WORKING GROUP

5. The Chairman of the Working Group, Mr. R.S. Paroda (India), presented his report on the
deliberations of the Eleventh Session of the Working Group (5 to 6 December 1996), which is
contained in Appendix D. He thanked delegates for the very constructive inputs they had made to the
discussion of the Group, which had resulted in the analysis of the various options open in dealing,
during the revision of the International Undertaking, with the questions of Scope, Access and
Farmers’ Rights, which were reflected in his Report. A number of countries wished their comments
on the report to be reflected in the record. Brazil believed that there had been no general agreement
concerning Scope, and no wide agreement on Access. Ethiopia stated that Farmers’ Rights should
not be regarded just as a concept, as they were a reality, being implemented in a number of countries.
This was supported by Zimbabwe and Egypt.

 
6. The Commission thanked the Chairman for the very useful report that had been presented.

II.2 CONTINUATION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE REVISION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING

7. The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity presented the decisions of the Third
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties, noting particular paragraphs of relevant decisions,
including paragraphs 18, 19, 21 and 22 of Decision III/11. These paragraphs are attached as
Appendix E to this report. The statement of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
is included as Appendix F to this report.

 
8. The Meeting heard a number of general statements by countries regarding their positions on the

matters under negotiation, and possible modes of proceeding. Canada submitted a paper entitled
Benefits of the use of genetic resources in agriculture.1 The Meeting then decided to constitute two
open-ended working groups. One Working Group on Scope and Access was to be chaired by the
Chair of the Commission, Mr. José Miguel Bolívar (Spain). Another Working Group on Farmers’
Rights was to be chaired by the Chair of the Commission’s Working Group, Mr. R.S. Paroda
(India).

 

                                               
1 Which was distributed to the Commission as document CGRFA/Ex3/96/LIM/3.
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9. Following two days of discussions, these Working Groups reported to Plenary.
 
10. The Chair of the Working Group on Farmers’ Rights stated that it had identified issues that needed

further elaboration. The Working Group then received proposals of issues to be addressed in Article
12 of the Third Negotiating Draft of the International Undertaking, and, following discussion,
retained three consolidated proposals, submitted by the European Community—and amended by
some countries—the United States of America, and the developing countries (Appendix G). The
Chair noted the constructive attitude of participants and the useful inputs of a number of observers,
including the World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Union for the Protection of New
Varieties of Plants (UPOV), Genetic Resources Action International (GRAIN) and Via Campesina.
He reported a Group proposal that the Plenary should decide whether the three consolidated
proposals mentioned above for Article 12 should replace, or be in addition to, the proposals included
in the text of Article 12.1 and 12.2 in the Third Negotiating Draft. The Commission agreed that they
would replace the corresponding texts in the Third Negotiating Draft.

 
11. The Chair of the Working Group on Scope and Access informed the Meeting that the Group had

decided to establish a Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group.2 The Chair of this Contact Group (Mr.
Bryan Harvey, Canada) reported that its discussions had been of value in coming to a better
understanding of countries’ positions. The Contact Group had analyzed possible options within a
framework covering (i) the objectives of / justifications for facilitating access through a multilateral
agreement; (ii) to which plant genetic resources, in which locations, such facilitated access would
apply; and (iii) how such access would be facilitated. The report of the Friends of the Chair’s
Contact Group, as well as the various texts submitted by countries to be added to the Third
Negotiating Draft, elaborating particular options, are in Appendix H.

 
12. Dr. Scarascia-Mugnozza, President of the Italian Academy of Sciences, on his behalf, and on behalf

of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, President of the National Academy of Sciences of India, informed the
meeting that some one thousand scientists from seventy-six countries had signed an Appeal for the
safe conservation and optimal utilization of biodiversity and genetic resources for food and
agriculture, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits, which inter alia called for the rapid
and effective completion of the revision of the International Undertaking .

13. The Commission invited the representative of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute
(IPGRI) and the International Association of Plant Breeders for the Protection of Plant Varieties
(ASSINSEL) to address the meeting.

 
14. Mr. Geoff Hawtin, Director-General of IPGRI, recalled that the Commission had, in 1995, called for

IPGRI to prepare a study on the feasibility of possible systems for the exchange of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture and the equitable sharing of benefits, with particular attention to
their efficiency, practicality and effectiveness. This study had been made available to the
Commission’s Second Extraordinary Session.3 IPGRI had subsequently decided to prepare a further
study which took into account comments received, as well as new information brought to light during
the preparatory process of the Fourth International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic
Resources. The new study, made available to the present session,4 also includes information on
transaction costs under a variety of options.

                                               
2 Angola, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, the European Community, Ethiopia, Japan,

Malaysia, Poland, Tanzania, and the United States of America.

3 Under the title, Access to plant genetic resources and the equitable sharing of benefits: a contribution
to the debate on systems of exchange of germplasm.

4 Options for access to plant genetic resources and the equitable sharing of benefits arising from their
use (document CGRFA-Ex3/96/LIM/2).
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15. The Commission requested that the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group established by the

Working Group on Scope and Access reconvene. The Chair of the Contact Group’s report on the
second round of discussions is presented in Appendix I .

 
16. Following this presentation, the Commission recommended that IPGRI, in conjunction with the FAO

Secretariat, carry out a study in two steps, as outlined in the second report of the Chair of the
Contact Group: (i) a characterization of options on Scope and Access, (ii) and a notional assessment
of the pros and cons of each option, as well as of their viability. This should involve inputs from all
Commission Members, in order to facilitate the consideration of possible options. It was agreed that
all the options listed in parts 1, 2 and 3 of Appendix H, as well as those contained in the submissions
mentioned in part 4, should be covered in the study. A further suggestion was that the possible
transaction costs of prior informed consent arrangements documented in relevant text in that
appendix, related to access to germplasm, should also be studied. The first step should be completed
by 31 January 1997, and the document circulated to members of the Commission for comment. The
Secretariat should ensure the distribution of the final study, including the second step, reflecting
these comments, well in advance of the next session.

III. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COMMISSION’S
SEVENTH REGULAR SESSION

 
17. The Commission discussed arrangements for its Seventh Regular Session, planned for May 1997,

taking into account, in particular, the need to expedite and focus negotiations for the revision of the
Undertaking, and consider follow-up to the Global Plan of Action. The Commission also discussed
broadening its Bureau, in order to provide for a complete regional representation, and agreed to do
so. The first expanded Bureau would be elected at the Seventh Regular Session. The Commission
also recalled that, in accordance with its mandate, that session would elect officers and members to
the Working Group.

 
18. A number of countries considered it of great importance that, prior to the Commission’s next

session, countries and regions should clarify and define their positions, particularly with respect to
Scope, Access and Farmers’ Rights, possibly through national and regional consultations, involving
all relevant stake-holders. It would be helpful to distinguish, as appropriate, provisions relevant to
the national and international levels. The financial implications of such consultations were noted, and
an invitation was extended to donors to provide extra-budgetary funds, either through FAO or
directly. Appreciation for the assistance that Switzerland had provided to facilitate the participation
of developing countries in this session was expressed, and the prior contributions of Canada and
Italy were recalled. It was suggested that representatives of farmers, local communities, women’s
groups, and non-governmental organizations be involved in the process of consultation for the
revision of the International Undertaking, at all levels, but especially at national and regional levels.

 
19. The Commission recommended that, for the negotiations for the revision of the International

Undertaking, the time allocated to the Commission’s Seventh Regular Session and the proposed
preceding Session of its Working Group,5 should be utilized as follows: after the opening session of
the Commission to elect Bureau members and formalize other organizational matters, regional
groups would meet on the remainder of the Thursday and on the Friday preceding the Commission to
discuss and agree, as appropriate, on regional proposals. During the weekend, the Bureau of the
Commission would compile, and the Secretariat would translate, the various texts proposed, with the
Bureau consolidating them where possible.

 

                                                                                                                                                   

5 Note by the Secretariat: the period referred to is from Thursday, 15 May 1996, to Friday, 23 May
1996, inclusive.
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20. Countries were invited to make additional submissions for the revision of the Undertaking, for
circulation before the next meeting. The Secretariat was asked to invite the World Trade
Organization (WTO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the International Union
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) and the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) to present or transmit relevant background documentation in their areas of competence in
good time before the next Session, especially documentation related to access and benefit-sharing,
with regard to plant genetic resources and agricultural biodiversity, that may inform the Commission
in its important negotiations, recognizing that some of these organizations have specific international
mandates relating to intellectual property rights. These organizations should also be invited to attend
the Commission’s forthcoming Session.

 
21. It was noted that the Commission’s Seventh Session would be its first regular session since the FAO

Conference decision to broaden its mandate, and that its provisional agenda—adopted by its last
Session—did not contain a specific item on animal genetic resources. It was also noted that this
subject could be dealt with under items 4, “Other business”, or 5, “Future work of the Commission”.
The Commission was informed that FAO was convening an ad hoc expert working group on animal
genetic resources in January 1997. As recommended by the last FAO Conference, this ad hoc expert
working group would advise the Director-General, and, through him, the next sessions of COAG and
the Commission itself. In view of the heavy agenda for its Seventh Session, the Commission
recommended that the outcome of the ad hoc expert working group be considered in detail by
COAG, so as to facilitate the work of the Commission. The Commission would need to allow
adequate time to deliberate this subject. The timetable for this exercise should be set in advance, so
as to make it possible for the experts concerned to plan for travel to Rome.

 
22. It was decided that discussion on the question of Follow-up to the International Technical

Conference on Plant Genetic Resources (document CGRFA/Ex3/96/Inf.1), and on the Revision of
the cost estimates of the Global Plan of Action (document CGRFA/Ex3/96/Inf.1 Annex), should be
taken up at the Seventh Regular Session in May 1997.

 
23. The interpretation services finished at 01:30 hours on the morning of Saturday, 14 December 1996,

before it was possible to adopt all the paragraphs of the Report. In accepting to continue in one
language only, GRULAC and France requested that the final Report record that they considered that
the interruption of interpretation was unacceptable, as all delegations should be able to participate
equally in the discussions and decisions of the Meeting. They requested that the necessary steps be
taken to ensure that a similar situation did not occur again.
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APPENDIX A

COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Third Extraordinary Session

Rome, 9-13 December 1996

AGENDA

   1. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable for the session

2. Continuation of negotiations for the revision of the International Undertaking on Plant
  Genetic Resources

2.1 Report of the Eleventh Session of the Working Group (5-6 December 1996)

2.2 Continuation of Negotiations

3.      Other business
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CGRFA-EX3/96/WGFR/1/ Working Group on Farmers’ Rights.
Rev. 2 Proposals from Developing Countries, 12 December 1996

CGRFA-EX3/96/WGSA/1 Working Group on Scope and Access.
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Chair of the Working Group on Scope and Access, 11 December 1996

CGRFA-EX3/96/WGSA/1/    Working Group on Scope and Access.
Add. 1 Report of the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group established by the
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CGRFA-EX3/96/WGSA/2 Working Group on Scope and Access.
African proposal submitted to the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group
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(without number) Revision of the International Undertaking: Non-paper for informal
discussion purposes only; prepared by the Secretariat

CGRFA-EX3/96/Lim/1 Document circulated by the United States of America (English only)

CGRFA-EX3/96/Lim/2 Options for access to plant genetic resources and the equitable sharing of
benefits arising from their use.
Document submitted by IPGRI

CGRFA-EX3/96/Lim/3 Benefits of the use of genetic resources in agriculture.
Document submitted by Canada (English only)
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Document submitted by France (English and French only)
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le Bureau des ressources génétiques (France) (French only)

3. Information Documents
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Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
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April 1996) and of the Fourth International Technical Conference on
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4. Documents from other sessions that had been prepared to facilitate the revision of the
International Undertaking, including those that had not yet been discussed by the
Commission, due to lack of time

CPGR-EX1/94/3 Revision of the International Undertaking. Mandate, context, background
and proposed process

CPGR-6/95/8  Revision of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources.
(CPGR-EX1/94/5) Issues for consideration in Stage II: Access to plant genetic resources,

and Farmers’ Rights

CPGR-6/95/8 Supp. Revision of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources.
(CPGR-EX1/94/5 Supp.) Analysis of some technical, economic and legal aspects  for consideration

in Stage II: Access to plant genetic resources and Farmers’ Rights

CPGR-6/95/9 Revision of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources.
Stage III - Legal and institutional matters

(without number) Access to plant genetic resources and the equitable sharing of benefits: a
contribution to the debate on systems for the exchange of germplasm
(prepared by the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI))

5. Background Documents at the disposal of the Commission

Background Study Paper No. 1 The appropriation of the benefits of plant genetic resources for
agriculture: an economic analysis of the alternative mechanisms for
biodiversity conservation (English only)

Background Study Paper No. 2 Sovereign and property rights over plant genetic resources (English only)

Background Study Paper No. 3 Providing Farmers’ Rights through in situ conservation of crop genetic
resources (English only )

Background Study Paper No. 4 Identifying genetic resources and their origin: The capabilities and
limitations of modern biochemical and legal systems (English only)

Background Study Paper No. 5 Información sobre las colecciones ex situ conservadas en jardines
botánicos (new paper, in Spanish only)
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APPENDIX C

OPENING STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR A. SAWADOGO,
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL, AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates and Observers,

On behalf of the Director-General, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the Third Extraordinary Session
of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. I would especially like to welcome
the new members to the Commission: Azerbaijan, Côte d’Ivoire, Eritrea, Papua New Guinea, the
Solomon Islands and Tonga. May I also extend a warm welcome to observers from member and non-
member nations of FAO, from sister organizations of the United Nations and from other governmental
and non-governmental organizations.

The Second Extraordinary Session of the Commission last April acted as the intergovernmental
preparatory committee for the Fourth International Technical Conference that took place in Leipzig in
June 1996. I am pleased to be able to say that the Conference was very successful. The first Global
Plan of Action, which you requested in 1991, was adopted by the Conference, which also welcomed the
first Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources. This is now being published by
FAO. These two documents are integral components of the FAO Global System for the Conservation
and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources. A major task of the next regular session of the Commission,
in 1997, will be to follow up on the Leipzig Conference, including on matters related to the financing,
implementation and monitoring of the Global Plan of Action.

The recent World Food Summit underlined the importance of the effective conservation and sustainable
utilization of genetic resources for food and agriculture for world food security. By adopting the World
Food Summit Plan of Action countries again committed themselves (and I quote objective 3.2(i)) to
“implement the Leipzig Global Plan of Action”.

As agreed in your last session, and as requested by the Hundred and Eleventh Session of the FAO
Council, this Extraordinary Session of the Commission will concentrate on the revision of the
International Undertaking in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, in accordance with
Conference Resolution 7/93. I should like to note that the Leipzig Declaration, which countries adopted
at the International Technical Conference, emphasized the importance of completing the revision of the
Undertaking. I am pleased to say that we now also have further support from the recent Third Meeting
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Buenos Aires last month,
which called for the effective and speedy completion of the revision of the International Undertaking
and the strengthening of the FAO Global System.

I should like finally to take this opportunity to thank Switzerland, who has generously provided funds to
ensure the participation of developing countries in this session, as well as Italy and Canada, who, with
Switzerland, provided funds for previous negotiating sessions. I should like to encourage donor
countries to maintain and increase this support throughout the whole negotiating process.

I wish you full success in your important negotiations in this session.
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APPENDIX D

REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION  OF
THE WORKING GROUP OF THE COMMISSION ON

GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
Introduction

1. The Eleventh Session of the Working Group was held on 5 and 6 December 1996, with the
participation of the following members: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, France; Germany; India; Japan; Lesotho; Libya; Madagascar; Malaysia; Mexico;
Peru; Sweden and Venezuela; the European Community also attended. As decided by the
Commission at its Second Extraordinary Session, a number of countries participated as
observers: Argentina; Bolivia; Chile; China; Finland; Haiti; Honduras; Iraq; Ireland; Kenya;
the Republic of Korea; Malta; Myanmar; New Zealand; Norway; Paraguay; Spain; Tanzania;
the United Kingdom; Uruguay; and the United States of America. The Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Plant Genetic Resources
Institute (IPGRI) also attended as observers. The Session was chaired by Dr. R.S. Paroda
(India).

 
2. The Working Group noted that the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the

Convention on Biological Diversity had called for the effective and speedy completion of the
revision of the International Undertaking by countries, through the FAO Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.1 The Working Group also noted the successful
outcome of the Leipzig Conference and the momentum that had been developed there.

 
3. The Working Group took note of a number of written submissions by Brazil, France and the

United States of America, as well as of a secretariat non-paper, which was endorsed by a
number of countries for use as a basis for discussions. As requested by the Working Group,
these documents are appended to the present report. Canada and IPGRI also made papers
available for information (CGRFA-Ex3/96/Lim. 3 and CGRFA-Ex3/96/Lim. 2 respectively).

 
4. The Working Group recalled that it did not have a negotiating mandate and that any proposals

it made would be in addition to, and not in anyway replace, the Third Negotiating Draft. As
requested by the Commission, the Working Group discussed the issues of Scope, Access and
Farmers’ Rights. The Working Group identified options, and noted various positions.

 
5. The Working Group requested its Chairman briefly to summarize the discussions, while

recognising the difficulty of adequately covering the many complex points that had been
raised. It was agreed that the report should address each of the three issues in turn, stressing
however that they were inter-related.

Scope

6. With regard to the scope of the Undertaking (Article 3), there was general agreement that the
Undertaking should apply to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, with specific
reference to food security. It was noted that the scope of any mechanism or mechanisms for
access and benefit-sharing within the Undertaking might be narrower than the scope of the
overall Undertaking, and that different approaches might apply to different categories of
genetic resources. There was also some discussion as to whether forest genetic resources, or

                                               
1 The relevant decisions of the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on

Biological Diversity were available.
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genetic resources for forestry, should or should not be included. A suggestion was to postpone
the consideration of the possible inclusion of such genetic resources to later date, following
conclusion of discussions in other fora.

 
7. The issue was raised as to whether the Undertaking should cover access to all plant genetic

resources for food and agriculture, or whether it should focus only on access to those plant
genetic resources for which there is global interest in maintaining unrestricted access.

 
8. It was noted that the scope of any agreement on access and benefit-sharing would involve

resolving a number of issues:

• whether the same arrangements should be made for various classes of genetic
resources (such as material collected before and after the entry into force of the CBD;
genera or species of differing importance for food security and/or for which there are
different degrees of countries’ interdependency; and material maintained under in situ
and ex situ conditions) or whether separate arrangements were needed in each case;

• whether or not such arrangement should apply to specific classes of genetic resources
indicated in one or more lists, and if so what the criteria should be for the
development of such a list or lists. (Should such lists be inclusive or exclusive?
Would such lists be periodically modified, with the experience of their application
over time? If a series of lists were developed, would all be closed, or should one
remain open-ended, to cover otherwise undefined plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture?); and

• the arrangements that might be required for material not in the public domain.

Access

9. A number of options were considered with respect to access (Article 11).
 
10. One option provided for access in accordance with national legislation, and sharing out the

benefits derived, on a multilateral basis, according to a mechanism to be established by the
Commission. This would apply to a list of genera, covering both in situ and ex situ material,
as well as material collected before and after the entry into force of the CBD. The list could be
based on importance for world food security and great world-wide interdependence. There was
wide agreement that this proposal might provide a useful starting point, although the
disadvantages of limited inclusive lists were also stressed.2

 
11. Another option was to bring an indicative list of genetic resources which directly or indirectly

contribute to food security within the scope of the agreement, while allowing countries to
include or exclude material according to agreed criteria.

 
12. Various ways of developing lists were considered: (i) starting from a comprehensive list (such

as that in Annex 1 of the Third Negotiating Draft), and excluding those taxa on which
agreement could not be reached, or (ii) beginning from a short agreed list [such as those given
in the attachments to this Appendix D] and agreeing on further genera to be included.

 

                                               
2 These included:

-- that lengthy negotiations as to what should be included in a list may be needed,
-- that the genetic resources needed for future food security needs could not be predicted,
-- that a limited list would exclude plants of importance for local food security. In this context the need
   for a diverse diet for food security was noted,
-- that it might mitigate against the promotion of the use of under-utilized crops, as per the Global Plan of
   Action, and more generally against the need to promote the use of a wider range of crops in agriculture
   in order to contribute to agrobiodiversity.
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13. There was wide agreement that should a list be developed, provision should be made for
countries voluntarily to designate additional materials under the agreement. Some countries in
fact noted that they would be willing to designate all their plant genetic resources that are in
the public domain. There was also agreement that any multilateral agreement should not
preclude regional agreements with a more comprehensive scope.

 
14. It was noted that ex situ collections of genetic resources may be held by institutions which are

autonomous of governments, including in the private sector. The question of authority to enter
into binding international obligations on behalf of such institutions was raised. In this context,
it was suggested that the objectives of the agreement could be promoted through a network of
participating institutions. Access within such a network would be on mutually agreed terms,
whether unrestricted or not, and participants could share the costs and benefits: specific
arrangements might need to be made with respect to institutions outside the network. The
question was raised as to whether such institutions could be brought within the legal
framework of the Undertaking. This would in part depend on the form in which the revised
Undertaking was cast. The risks posed by over-regulation, in any arrangements, were noted.

 
15. The relationship between access, benefit-sharing and intellectual property rights (IPRs) was

also discussed, and it was noted that the expansion of IPRs had both advantages and
disadvantages. It was considered that any agreement would need to respect property, including
IPRs. The need was noted to promote equity by developing a mechanism that would ensure
that providers of genetic resources share in the benefits derived from products based upon
them, especially in cases where these are protected under IPRs. The concept of Farmers’
Rights was considered relevant in this context.

 
16. Access and related benefit-sharing, it was noted, might be provided on (i) a multilateral basis;

(ii) a bilateral basis; and (iii) on a mixed multilateral and bilateral basis. It was pointed out
that any such agreements would constitute an agreement on mutually agreed terms, in
accordance with the CBD. It was noted that benefits would not be limited to financial
transfers, but would also include access to, and the exchange of, genetic resources,
technologies and information.

 
Farmers’ Rights
 
17. In considering the issue of Farmers’ Rights (Article 12), it was noted that, according to the

present Undertaking, the concept of Farmers’ Rights was based on the recognition of the past,
present and future contribution of farmers in conserving, improving and making available
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and that these rights were intended to ensure
full benefits to farmers, and the support of the continuation of their contributions, as well as
the attainment of the overall purpose of the International Undertaking. It was noted that the
existing agreements for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights made provision for
establishing an international fund on plant genetic resources to support plant genetic
conservation and utilization programmes, particularly in developing countries.

 
18. It was also noted that, more recently, a broader concept of farmers’ rights, which included a

number of new elements, appeared to be emerging. It was suggested that farmers’ rights, in
fact, constituted a set of separate rights, the elements of which needed to be unfolded and
further defined, which may lead to an overall legal definition. Some such elements, it was felt,
would more appropriately be developed at national level, and it was noted that several
countries were in fact developing national mechanisms to promote Farmers’ Rights. In this
context, the relevance of the so-called “farmers’ privilege” to use farm-saved seed was
stressed.

 
19. It was suggested that precise mechanisms should be developed to allow farmers and farmers’

communities to participate fully in the benefits derived from the improved use of Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture.
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 Closing
 
20. In conclusion, the Working Group expressed the hope that the deliberations that had been held

would facilitate the process of negotiations by the Commission on these critical and very
important issues. The urgency of resolving all relevant concerns through constructive
discussions, consultations and negotiations was also highlighted, in order to have the revised
Undertaking in place at the earliest opportunity. The Chairman stressed that it had been a
matter of great privilege for him to have worked with such an enlightened Working Group,
and he wished to place on record his appreciation for the excellent cooperation extended by all
its members, the observers and the secretariat, in facilitating its work.
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 1

FIRST DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

I. Introduction

The attached U.S. submission to the FAO Commission and Working Group outlines USG
thinking as we focus on the three areas which have been identified as central to this stage of the
Undertaking’s re-negotiation: Article 3 (Scope), Article 11 (Availability of Plant Genetic
Resources), and Article 12 (Farmers’ Rights). The U.S. does not believe that the scope of the
Undertaking can be understood in the abstract; instead we see it as determined by the coverage of
its substantive provisions.

With respect to availability of genetic resources covered by the revised Undertaking, we propose
that the provisions of the Undertaking relate to those genetic resources for which there is global
interest in maintaining unrestricted access. (Over-regulation of access to plant germplasm has the
potential to affect negatively everyone as all countries are dependent to a considerable degree on
germplasm originating outside their borders. Countries which may lack adequate germplasm
collections and strong research capacity may be particularly affected.) The Undertaking thus
would not seek to establish procedures and obligations for all situations in which access is
requested from a party to the agreement. Instead, it would secure open access to germplasm in the
active collections of national genebanks and international agricultural research centers (IARCs)
that was or is: 1) acquired prior to entry into force of the CBD: 2) acquired without qualifications
as to distribution conditions after this date but prior to entry into force of the undertaking: or 3)
acquired after entry into force of the CBD but is included on a core list of major food crops and
forages essential to food security. (The question of who - e.g., the country in whose territory the
IARC is located, the IARC itself, or the FAO, under whose auspices it operates - has the
authority to undertake binding international obligations on behalf of an IARC is a complex one
and must be addressed if the Undertaking is to be drafted and function effectively.)

Access to other germplasm would be left to the bilateral or contractual realm, where mutually
agreed terms, including benefit-sharing, could be negotiated. Countries could, however, declare
their intent to provide unrestricted access to additional categories of genetic resources when they
ratified the Undertaking. The U.S. would hope to do so and to encourage others to follow suit.

With respect to farmers’ rights, the U.S. believes that, consistent with the emphasis on farmers’
conservation and sustainable use activities in FAO Conference Resolution 5/89, these provisions
of the Undertaking should be addressed as in Section D of our proposal. As specified in the
proposal the U.S. believes that it is the responsibility of national governments to determine how
best to encourage farmers’ efforts to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic resources.

II. Outline of relevant Undertaking provisions

A. The access provisions of the Undertaking should apply to:

1. Active collections of the International Agricultural Research Centers (IARCS)
which hold plant germplasm collections, and

2. Active collections of national genebanks.

B. The Undertaking would impose an obligation to provide open access to:

1. Germplasm acquired by IARCs and national genebanks prior to entry into force
of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD; December 29, 1993);
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  2. Germplasm acquired by IARCs and national genebanks after entry into force of
the CBD but prior to entry into force of the revised International Undertaking,
except where the acquisition was/is subject to terms which impose specific
conditions, e.g., terms which relate the transfer of acquired germplasm to the
CBD, in which case such transfer shall be consistent with those terms and
conditions; and

3. Germplasm (genus level) of listed, staple food crops and forages (see Table 1),
acquired by IARCs and national genebanks after entry into force of the revised
International Undertaking.

C. The Undertaking would stipulate that, upon ratification, countries could make a
declaration stating that they would provide unrestricted access to additional categories of plant
genetic resources.

D. Given the central importance of farmers’ conservation efforts to global food security,
national governments could support farmers’ conservation and sustainable use activities through
the establishment or strengthening of, inter alia, national germplasm systems; programs which
preserve and improve native germplasm; initiatives which promote the use of, and research into,
crops which currently are not widely used; and activities which help to control erosion of arable
land. These objectives could be addressed in part through allocation by national governments of
benefits they have received from contractual arrangements relating to genetic resources.

Promotion of farmers’ conservation and sustainable use activities should also continue to be
encouraged through existing international programs in partnership with national governments.
Support for new conservation and development initiatives that directly benefit farmers should
also be considered, e.g., in situ conservation and development initiatives developed under the
Global Plan of Action which recommend on-farm management activities as well as access to
germplasm for the purpose of restoring plant genetic resources, where possible and appropriate,
to areas from where they have been lost.

Each party to the International Undertaking should where appropriate make efforts to provide
adequate financial resources to support farmers’ conservation efforts without restricting or
distorting trade. In mobilizing sufficient financial resources to support such conservation
initiatives, each party should seek full use and qualitative improvement of all national, bilateral,
and multilateral funding sources and mechanisms, using consortia, joint programs and parallel
financing, and shall seek to involve private sector funding sources and mechanisms, including
those of non-governmental organizations.
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TABLE 1

LISTED CROPS ESSENTIAL TO GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY

We suggest that the list of those crops be as follows:

A.

Wheat Rice
Maize Chickpea
Sorghum Bean (Phaseolus)
Millet Cowpea (Vigna)
Rye Faba Bean
Oat Soybean
Barley Pigeon Pea
Yam Peanut
Potato Lentil
Tanier Pea
Taro Sweet Potato
Cassava Banana and Plantain
Coconut

B. Forages
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 1, ADD. 1

ANNEX TO THE FIRST DOCUMENT SUBMITTED
BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Article 3

The Undertaking seeks to facilitate unrestricted access to specified germplasm and farmers’
efforts to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in order to
secure global food security for present and future generations.

Article 11

1. States Party to the Undertaking shall take measures to provide unrestricted access to the
following germplasm when it is held in the active collections of their national genebanks:

a. germplasm acquired prior to entry into force of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD);

b. germplasm acquired after entry into force of the CBD but prior to entry into
force of the Undertaking, except where the acquisition was subject to terms
which impose specific conditions, in which case access to the germplasm shall be
provided consistent with those terms; and

c. germplasm (genus level) of the staple food crops and forages listed below
acquired after entry into force of the Undertaking.

2. States Party to the Undertaking shall further facilitate unrestricted access to the
germplasm identified in sub-paragraphs a, b and c of paragraph 1 when it is held in the active
collection of any International Agricultural Research Center located in their territory.

Article 12

1. States and Regional Economic Integration Organizations (REIOs) Party to the
Undertaking shall take measures to promote the efforts of their farmers to conserve and use
sustainably plant genetic resources for food and agriculture through the establishment or
strengthening of mechanisms including:

a. national germplasm systems;

b. programs which preserve and improve native germplasm;

c. initiatives that promote the use of, and research into, crops which are not widely
used; and

d. activities that help to control the erosion of arable land.

2. Establishment or strengthening of the mechanisms described in paragraph 1 may be
facilitated through allocation by States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking of any benefits they
receive from contractual arrangements relating to access to plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture.
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3. States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking should continue to work with relevant
international programs to further farmers’ activities to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture activities and should also consider particular support for
conservation and sustainable use initiatives that directly benefit farmers.

4. States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking should make appropriate efforts to mobilize
adequate financial resources to support farmers’ activities to conserve and use sustainably plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture without restricting or distorting trade. In this regard,
they should seek the full use and qualitative improvement of all national, bilateral and multilateral
funding sources and mechanisms and the involvement of private sector sources and mechanisms,
including those of non-governmental organizations.

LISTED CROPS ESSENTIAL TO GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY

A.

Wheat Rice
Maize Chickpea
Sorghum Bean (Phaseolus)
Millet Cowpea (Vigna)
Rye Faba Bean
Oat Soybean
Barley Pigeon Pea
Yam Peanut
Potato Lentil
Tanier Pea
Taro Sweet Potato
Cassava Banana and Plantain
Coconut

B.Forages
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 2

SECOND DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PROPOSAL FOR A FRAMEWORK TO FOCUS THE DISCUSSION OF THE
COMMISSION

Addressing the following questions is, we believe, the best way to help the Commission make
progress on the drafting of articles 3, 11, and 12 of the Undertaking.

The first question that should be asked and discussed is:

Should the Undertaking set forth comprehensive or different types of rules to address all
circumstances in which access is sought to PGRFA, or focus only on resources for which there is
agreed global interest in maintaining unrestricted access?

The following questions are then relevant whether a broad or narrow Undertaking is
chosen.

1) Should the rules of the Undertaking apply only to collections in certain locations, e.g.
national or international collections, and /or to certain sub-collections in these locations?

2) Should they be further tailored to the date of their acquisition by the provider of the
resources?

3) Should they apply to only certain sorts of genetic resources in the specified locations?

4) Should they apply to only resources being collected for one purpose rather than another?

5) Should the Undertaking also promote national and/or multilateral efforts to facilitate
farmers’ conservation and sustainable use activities?

6) Should the Undertaking promote innovation in plant breeding and otherwise protect plant
breeders’ interests?

7) Should the Undertaking set up a distinct multilateral regime for protection of traditional
and indigenous, including farmer, knowledge related to biodiversity or to PGRFA in
particular?

8) If the Undertaking’s obligations relate to international collections such as the CGIAR
centers, who would have to become Party to the agreement in order to ensure they were
carried out?

9) If the Undertaking were to provide for ratification or accession or some other form of
participation by international organizations, NGOs, farming or indigenous communities,
or other non-state entities that may or may not be subjects of international law, how
would the Undertaking define the relationship between these entities and the States Party?
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The following questions are relevant only if a broad Undertaking is chosen.

1) If the Undertaking applies to PGRFA other than those where there is agreement on
unrestricted access, what specific benefits-sharing requirements could be imposed as a condition
for access?

a) Should there be an obligation on the person or entity seeking access to a
particular resource to share any of the benefits derived from any later acquisition
of rights to the exclusive use of a product generated using the resources?

b) If so, with whom should the benefits be shared?

-- If with the country or countries constituting the native habitat of the resource,
how is this to be determined?

c) If more than one country is involved (provided parental lines and or
characterization or improvement), how are allocation and valuation to be
determined?

d) Should there be a requirement on the person or entity to whom/which access is
granted to oblige anyone to whom he or she gives the genetic resource to
undertake similar benefits-sharing obligations?

e) How could the Undertaking ensure that benefits that are shared are used to
encourage farmers’ conservation and sustainable use activities?

f) What would the likely transaction costs be of setting up such multilateral
benefit- sharing rules and administering their determination and valuation
aspects?

g) By whom would the administration be accomplished?
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 3

DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY FRANCE

Scope of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources: From “species of
interest for food and agriculture” to “genetic resources of interest for food and agriculture”

It has been proposed that the scope of the revised International Undertaking should be based on
plant genera listed in an annex of the Undertaking. At first sight, this proposal appears clear and
simple, but it would probably result in endless debates between experts on its content. The utility
for food and agriculture may not be identified most adequately at the species and genera level,
and limiting the future scope of the Undertaking to a list established at the date of its signature
seems very restrictive considering potential evolutions: diversification of the uses of species to
answer new needs and requests, utilization of new species.

The revised International Undertaking has to make possible the use of plant genetic resources to
answer food and agricultural needs, as they are currently identified, but also as they will appear
in the future.

Current uses of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are broadly well identified at the
global scale, but they do not always correspond to the specific priorities of local agrosystems or
communities, especially in enclosed or fragile ecosystems, that are sometimes heavily dependent
on “marginal” (at the global scale) species.

Furthermore, future uses of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are currently
unpredictable. They are the result of evolutions in food needs (changes, that may be drastic, in
food habits due to demographic, economic or cultural factors, such as urbanization), of
ecological constraints (soil and water quality degradation), and of scientific advances, both in
traditional agronomy (better management of crop associations and crop production systems to
reduce negative impacts of inputs) and in biotechnology (especially through a better control of
transgenic methods). It seems impossible to determine exclusively the uses of a crop, and to
identify a priori the potential contribution of a plant to the improvement of food and agriculture.

Restricting the scope of the International Undertaking to the species currently considered as
priorities may lead the international scientific community to ignore other potentially interesting
genetic resources. In this context, it seems more relevant to consider “genetic resources useful for
the improvement of food and agriculture” than “priority species for food and agriculture”.

Article 3 could be drafted that way: “This Undertaking relates to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture as a basis for meeting present and future needs for the growing world
population.”
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Access to / availability of genetic resources for food and agriculture under the International
Undertaking

Considering that the “genetic resources” level is more relevant than the “species” or “genera”
level for food and agriculture, we propose to settle the issue of access/availability by identifying,
within each species, different classes of genetic material.

First class : designated material - unrestricted access through an international network of
collections.

This material, whatever the species considered, ought to be genetically diversified and free of any
intellectual property rights.

It would be the responsibility of each party to the Undertaking to designate, within the
following categories, and species by species, the material (genetically diversified and free of
intellectual property rights), it places in this class :

− cultivars
− populations and land races located on the national territory
− progenitors known in the international scientific community for their interesting

contribution to selection
− original material obtained by prospections on the national territory, including wild relatives
− material known for the presence of identified genes
− material, poorly characterized but considered as a genetic resource, hardly collectable or

available.
Parties of the International Undertaking might also decide to include in its scope original material
obtained through prospections in another country, should its conservation in its center of origin
not be provided adequately.

Each party would put in place a procedure for the designation of this material, that would best
correspond to its national system of plant genetic resources conservation (functions of, and
relations between the partners involved, including the state), and to the legal system governing the
conservation and utilization of genetic resources on its territory.
Some countries have already collections or genebanks that could be included in this class. The
designated material of International Agricultural Research Centers placed under the auspices of
the FAO would also be part of this class.

It would be necessary to begin the designation of genetic material to place in this international
network within the species of major interest for food security, that could be listed in an indicative
annex to the Undertaking.

Second class : Non-designated material - negotiated access.

The genetic material under intellectual property rights, or not designated, would be dealt with on
a bilateral basis, or otherwise negotiated, between the parties involved.

This way of defining access may appear at first sight more complicated than on the basis of a list
of species or genera. However, it will probably be easier to achieve an international consensus on
such an approach than on a restricted list, that could hardly take into account the priorities and
specificities of agriculture all over the world.
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 4

DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY BRAZIL

Brazil understands that in this exercise our main concern is to guarantee continued world food
security. In that sense, it is our position that the scope of the revised International Undertaking
should be limited to those genera that constitute the basis of human world food consumption. All
the other genera fall under the dispositions of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

Furthermore, in order to justify a multilateral agreement, the genera covered by the Undertaking
should include only those that are object of great interdependence worldwide.

These were the two criteria which guided the elaboration of the list below.

We hope that this will be understood as an important contribution towards achieving consensus in
our discussion concerning the scope and access of the revised International Undertaking.

The conditions of access to the genera included in this list would be facilitated, according to
national legislation, and would apply to genetic materials found both in situ and ex situ,
irrespective of their date of collection, before or after the entry into force of the Convention.

The benefits arising out of the utilization of the genera included in this list would be shared, on a
multilateral basis, according to a mechanism to be established by the Commission.
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CROPS/GENERA OF BASIC IMPORTANCE FOR HUMAN WORLD FOOD
CONSUMPTION

CROPS GENERA

Rice1 Oryza
Oat3/5 Avena
Rye3/5 Secale
Barley3/5 Hordeum
Millets2 Panicum/Pennisetum/Setaria
Maize1/5 Zea
Sorghum2 Sorghum
Wheat1/5 Triticum
Groundnut3/5 Arachis
Cowpea4 Vigna
Pea3/5 Pisum
Beans2 Phaseolus
Lentil3 Lens
Soybean1/5 Glycine
Potato1/5 Solanum
Sweet potato2 Ipomoea
Yams4 Dioscorea
Cassava2 Manihot
Banana and plantain1/5 Musa
Orange1/5 Citrus
Sugar cane1/5 Saccharum
Sugar beet2/5 Beta
Pumpkin4 Cucurbita
Tomato3/5 Lycopersicon
Coconut3/5 Cocus

___________________________________
1 Primary importance at world level.
2 Primary importance at regional level.
3 Secondary importance at world level.
4 Secondary importance at regional level.
5 Commodities of great importance.
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APPENDIX D, ATTACHMENT 5

REVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING.
NON-PAPER FOR INFORMAL DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY

 PREPARED BY THE SECRETARIAT

Introduction

The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, at its Second Extraordinary
Session in April 1996, requested its Working Group to prepare a simplified draft text which
could serve to provide a focus for future negotiations in the Commission on the revision of the
International Undertaking, and in particular on the three issues of scope, access to genetic
resources, and sharing of benefits (realization of Farmers’ Rights).

The present non-paper has been prepared by the Secretariat, in consultation, inter alia, with the
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), as a possible source of ideas on which
FAO members may wish to draw when considering the matter of formulating a simplified text in
the Working Group. For this purpose, it seeks to provide possible elements for a simplified text
that is neutral as to substance and approach, but which could provide a framework which could
encompass the positions of stake-holders.

Scope

Comment

At present, there are a number of viewpoints on the issue of the scope of the proposed revision of
the International Undertaking. Some countries wish to see the International Undertaking covering
all plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. Others wish to see the International
Undertaking confined more narrowly to collections acquired after the entry into force of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, or to certain designated species.

The possible elements for a Simplified Negotiating Text would try to draw together these
viewpoints and provide a framework for future negotiations by -

(a) providing a broad scope for the general provisions of the International
Undertaking; while

(b) allowing for different categories of plant genetic resources to be treated in
different ways for the purposes of access and benefit sharing.

The concept of differentiated categories could be achieved through the device of a number of
annexes. Which plant genetic resources should be in one category or another would, of course be
a matter for negotiation, at the time of negotiation of the revision of the International
Undertaking. Flexibility could also be left for periodic revision of the annexes.

Possible elements for a Simplified Text

Article 3 - Scope

3.1 Except as otherwise specified, this [Undertaking] applies to plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture. [It does not apply to forest genetic resources][, with the exception of
wild relatives of cultivated plants and fruit or seeds used as food.]
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3.2 Conditions of access and benefit sharing shall be specific to the categories of plant
genetic resource described in the respective annexes to this [Undertaking].

3.3 The benefits to be derived under this [Undertaking] are part of a reciprocal system,
and are limited to the Parties to this [Undertaking].

3.4 This [Undertaking] is to be implemented in harmony with the Convention on
Biological Diversity and other relevant international agreements.

ACCESS TO PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Comment

In the negotiations so far, some countries have taken the position that access to plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture should be governed on a multilateral basis. Others have taken
the view that access, at least to those resources covered by the Convention on Biological
Diversity should be essentially on a bilateral basis. Others foresee the possibility of an
international agreement on mutually agreed terms of access that would allow for benefit sharing
between the countries of origin and countries using the genetic resources.

The possible elements for a Simplified Negotiating Text would try to draw together these
viewpoints and provide a framework for future negotiations by providing for separate regimes of
access and benefit sharing for different categories of plant genetic resources, as identified in
annexes to the Undertaking. The text could, in particular, provide for the following:

(i) A first category to which access and benefit sharing would be on a multilateral
basis only. This could include, for example, plant genetic resources designated
by juridical status, e.g. plant genetic resources acquired before the entry into
force of the Convention on Biological Diversity, particularly where the countries
of origin cannot be clearly identified. It could also include species with larger
interdependency among countries that are essential for food and agriculture (e.g.
wheat, rice, maize, etc.). Plant genetic resources in this category could, for
example, be made freely available for research and plant breeding to those
countries that are parties to the Undertaking. The sharing of benefits could be
achieved through a periodical contribution/fee/royalty to an international funding
mechanism for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights. This could represent a
common denominator or “core” of plant genetic resources that all parties agree
to place under a multilateral regime

(ii) A second category to which access and benefit sharing would be on a purely
bilateral basis on mutually agreed terms. This would be essentially a list of
species which parties wish to exclude from the principle of non-restricted
availability both for research and for commercialization purposes, essentially for
national interests. This could include, for example, industrial/cash crops that are
not essential for food security, whose genetic resources are mainly concentrated
in one or a limited number of neighbouring countries, such as rubber, coffee and
black pepper. The extent to which the International Undertaking should provide a
framework for this access, e.g. in order to reduce transaction costs,  would be for
the countries negotiating the revision of the International Undertaking to
determine.

(iii) A third category to which access and benefit sharing would be on a combined
multilateral/bilateral basis. In principle, the plant genetic resources could be
made available for research and plant breeding to parties that voluntarily accept
the provision of the revised Undertaking for this category of germplasm, with
provisions for the sharing of benefits resulting from any commercialization.
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This could include, for example, a guaranteed system of access under which
access to the plant genetic resources listed in the annex could be obtained on a
multilateral basis, subject to an agreed mechanism for the sharing of benefits
derived from any commercial development with the country or region of origin
on a bilateral basis. In this context, the concept of “commercial development”
could be limited to plant genetic resource products or processes protected by
patents or other intellectual property rights.  Material transfer agreements or
other mechanisms to trace the original material may be necessary for
enforceability. This would, in essence, presumably cover all plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture not covered by the first two categories.
However, countries could always decide on a different default category.

The revised Undertaking could provide a flexible framework where countries would be able to
review periodically the efficiency of the three regimes and to move species/taxa from one
category to another, as appropriate.

The text could also allow for countries in a particular region to enter into regional arrangements
within the framework of the Undertaking.

Possible elements for a Simplified Text

Article 11 - Availability of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

11.1 The Parties to this [Undertaking] recognize the sovereign rights of States over their
plant genetic resources, including the authority to determine access to those
resources[, in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity].

11.2 The Parties agree to grant other Parties to this [Undertaking], access to the plant
genetic resources listed in Annexes I, II and III to this International Undertaking for
research and plant breeding purposes in accordance with the following provisions:

(a) access to plant genetic resources listed in Annex I to this [Undertaking] shall
be subject to the fulfilment by the applicant Party of its obligations under
Article ** of this [Undertaking] with respect to the International Fund
established under that Article [and its obligations with respect to the transfer
of technology and the results of research and development under Article **];

(b) access to plant genetic resources listed in Annex II to this Undertaking shall
be on bilateral basis on terms to be mutually agreed upon between the
applicant Party and the Party providing the plant genetic resources;

(c) access to plant genetic resources listed in Annex III to this Undertaking shall
be -

(i) subject to the fulfilment by the applicant Party of its obligations
under Article ** of this [Undertaking], with respect to the
International Fund established under that Article [and its obligations
with respect to the transfer of technology and the results of research
and development under Article **];

(ii) subject to an undertaking by the applicant Party that it will share
equitably, with the country or countries of origin of the plant genetic
resources, or, where the country or countries or origin cannot be
readily identified, with the International Fund established under
Article **, the benefits arising from any commercial development of
the plant genetic resources in accordance with the provisions of
Article **;
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11.3 Prior to being granted access, applicants for access shall meet the requirements set
out in any generally agreed international standards, including in particular the FAO
Code of Conduct for Collecting and Transfer of Plant Germplasm.

[11.4 Access to proprietary breeders’ lines and farmers’ varieties under development will
be at the discretion of their developers during the period of their development,
provided that the exercise of this discretion does not run counter to the objectives of
this Undertaking.]

Farmers’ Rights

Comment

The original concept of Farmers’ Rights, as adopted by the FAO Conference in its Resolutions
Nos. 5/89 and 3/91, envisaged that those rights would be realized multilaterally through an
international fund, the proceeds of which could be used to support plant genetic conservation and
utilization programmes.

Further concepts proposed during the discussions of the Commission would encompass also the
establishment of sui generis systems for the protection and compensation of informal innovations
in the area of plant genetic resources and the protection of the so-called “farmers’ privilege”
under the UPOV Convention.

The possible elements for a Simplified Negotiating Text would try to draw together these
concepts in a single Article.

The text could provide first for the establishment and implementation of an international fund (in
accordance with FAO International Resolution 3/91) or a distinct window of existing funds and
develop its operational mechanism to ensure conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources, traditional farmers’ knowledge, access to new technologies and equitable sharing of
benefits derived from the products obtained through the use of plant genetic resources for the
benefit of present and future generations of farmers.

Provisions and obligations relating to the financing of the international fund or window for the
implementation of Farmers’ Rights would need to be negotiated and agreed upon. So also will be
the provisions related to the purposes and priorities of the funding, which should presumably
follow the rolling Global Plan of Action as adopted at Leipzig.

The Text could also provide for the taking of measures to assist farmers and farming
communities, and to support research and training and the transfer of technology, for measures to
protect the rights of farmers and farming communities to share equitably in benefits derived from
the utilization of plant genetic resources they provide, including the necessary measures to make
such measures practicable, and for the development of systems that would establish and protect
their rights in the area of traditional knowledge, informal innovations and traditional practices. It
could also provide for the protection by countries, primarily through the enactment of national
legislation, of the rights of farmers and their communities to keep, use, exchange, share and
market their seeds and plant reproductive material, including the right to re-use farm-saved seed
known as the “farmer’s privilege.” The possibility of furthering some of these objectives through
the development of so-called “sui generis” systems could be referred to.

The simplified text could encourage the Parties, in taking the measures referred to above, to
ensure that both diversity among plant varieties (e.g. Regulations on denomination of origin for
marketing local varieties/landraces), and diversity within each variety (e.g. by requiring a
minimum percentage of polymorphism in commercial varieties) are promoted.  For varieties with
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less commercial interest, Regulations on farmers as curators of the environment may be a useful
example.

Possible elements for a Simplified Text

Article ** - Farmers’ Rights

12.1 The Parties to this [Undertaking], recognizing the enormous contribution that
farmers of all regions of the world, and particularly in the centres of origin and crop plant
diversity, have made to the conservation and development of plant genetic resources, which
constitute the basis of food and agricultural production throughout the world, recognize
Farmers’ Rights and undertake to promote their implementation in accordance with the
provisions of this Article, for the purpose of ensuring full benefits to farmers, supporting the
continuation of their contributions and promoting the attainment of the overall purposes of
this [Undertaking].

12.2 As a means for the implementation of Farmers’ Rights through multilateral action,
the Parties to this [Undertaking] agree to establish an international fund for plant genetic
resources or a distinct window of existing funding mechanisms in accordance with the
following provisions, and to ensure that appropriate arrangements are made for the farmers
and farming communities providing plant genetic resources to share equitably in the benefits
derived from the Fund:

(a) [purposes of the Fund];

(b) [contributions to / resourcing of / the Fund (registration fees)];

(c) [expenditures from the Fund].

12.3 The Parties shall oversee the policies, programmes and priorities of the Fund
established under the preceding paragraph and of other funding mechanisms in order to
achieve the purposes of this [Undertaking].

12.4 The Parties to this [Undertaking] shall take the necessary measures, including, as
appropriate, legislative measures, to assist farmers and traditional communities, especially in
the areas of origin/diversity of plant genetic resources, in the conservation and sustainable
utilization of their plant genetic resources and to support research and training activities and
the transfer of technologies for this purpose, with the full participation of the farmers and
farming communities concerned. 

12.5 In order to ensure that farmers and farming communities share equitably in the
benefits derived from the utilization of plant genetic resources provided by them, the Parties
to this [Undertaking] shall take the necessary measures, including, as appropriate, legislative
measures, to -

a) identify and record, as appropriate, varieties of plant genetic resources
provided by farmers and farming communities; and require disclosure of the
origin of plant genetic resources utilized in the development of protected
varieties;

b) ensure that appropriate arrangements are made in accordance with the
provisions of Article 11 [Access] that provide for the farmers and farming
communities providing plant genetic resources  to share equitably in the
benefits arising from the use of those resources; and

c) recognize and protect traditional rights of farmers and their communities to
keep, use, exchange, share and market their seeds and plant reproductive
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material, including the right to re-use farm-saved seed under the
International Convention on the Protection of New Varieties of Plants1

12.6 In order to ensure that farmers and farming communities share equitably in the
benefits derived from the utilization of their traditional knowledge, innovations and practices
developed by them, the Parties shall -

a) develop and adopt [“sui generis”] systems for the protection of knowledge,
innovations and practices of farmers and local communities embodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of
plant genetic resources;

b) facilitate as appropriate the adaptation of traditional farmers’ knowledge,
know how and practices, to wide use and, as appropriate, support with
modern technologies as appropriate and promote their wider application,
with the prior informed consent of the farmers and farming communities
concerned;

c) ensure that farmers and farming communities share equitably in the benefits
arising from the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices.

12.7 In taking the measures referred to in this Article, the Parties shall seek, where
possible, to promote the conservation and further development of both intervarietal
and intravarietal diversity of plant genetic resources.  

                                               
1 The so-called “farmer’s privilege”.
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APPENDIX E

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Decision III/11:  Conservation and  Sustainable Utilization  of Agricultural Biological Diversity

Para 18: notes that the various options for the legal status of a revised International Undertaking
on Plant Genetic Resources, which include a voluntary agreement, binding instrument,
or protocol to the Convention on Biological Diversity, have not been decided upon by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, requests the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to inform the Conference of the Parties
of its deliberations, affirms its willingness to consider a decision by the Conference of
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations that the International
Undertaking should take the form of a protocol to this Convention once revised in
harmony with this Convention and further requests the Executive Secretary to inform
the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture accordingly.

Para 19: welcomes the contribution that the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources, as adopted by the fourth
International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources, provides to the
implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the field of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture and encourages Parties actively to implement the
Global Plan of Action, in accordance with their national capacities, and endorses its
priorities and policy recommendations; recognizes that several issues require further
work in the context of the FAO Global System for the Conservation and Utilization of
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, in particular: financing; the
realization of Farmers’ Rights as discussed in the Global Plan of Action; as well as
terms of technology transfer to developing countries and access and benefit-sharing
arrangements, in accordance with relevant provisions of the Convention. In this regard,
calls for effective and speedy completion of the revision of the International
Undertaking and strengthening of the FAO Global System.

Para 21: draws the attention of Parties to Article 20.1 of the Convention, in the context of
providing, in accordance with their capabilities, financial support and incentives for the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to agriculture in
accordance with national plans, priorities and programmes.

Para 22: draws the attention of international funding agencies to the urgent need to support the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to agriculture and
invites these agencies to provide information and feedback in this respect to the
Conference of the Parties and in this context, requests the interim financial mechanism
to give priority to supporting efforts for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity important to agriculture in accordance with this decision.
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APPENDIX F

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

9 December 1996

On behalf of Dr. Calestous Juma, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, I
would like to thank you for the invitation to participate as an Observer in this important meeting, and
for the opportunity to present to you the results of the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of
the Convention on Biological Diversity, held in Buenos Aires between 4 and 15 November.

Mr. Chairman, a number of items discussed at COP3 are of direct relevance to the issues before this
meeting. Among these are general measures for conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and its components; identification, monitoring and assessment; the knowledge, innovations and practices
of indigenous and local communities; access to and transfer and development of technology; intellectual
property rights; incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and biosafety.

But, Mr. Chairman, of all the issues discussed at the COP, perhaps none are more relevant to this
meeting than the consideration of agricultural biological diversity and access to genetic resources. The
deliberations on these issues were long and sometimes hard, but they were nonetheless successful, and I
hope that this progress will encourage you and the distinguished delegates here as you start your work
this week. The decisions of the COP are available to this meeting, and many of the delegates here played
an important part in developing them in Buenos Aires. In order to save time, and since so many
distinguished delegates are familiar with the decisions, I will introduce them only very briefly.

UNEP/CBD/COP/3/L.121 and its corrigendum concerns the conservation and sustainable use of
agricultural biological diversity.

The decision welcomes the outcome of the fourth International Technical Conference on the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. At the
heart of many of its preambular and operative paragraphs lies a recognition of the importance of
agricultural biological diversity.

Mr. Chairman I would like, in particular, to draw your attention to two paragraphs. Paragraph 18 notes
that the various options for the legal status of a revised International Undertaking on Plant Genetic
Resources, which include a voluntary agreement, binding instrument or protocol to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, have not been decided upon by the Food and Agriculture Organization, and
requests the FAO to inform the Conference of the Parties of its deliberations. Furthermore, the
Conference of the Parties affirms its willingness to consider a decision by the Conference of the FAO
that the International Undertaking should take the form of a protocol to the Convention once revised in
harmony with the CBD. It further requests the Executive Secretary to inform the Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture accordingly. I am availing myself of the opportunity to do
just this on behalf of Dr. Juma.

                                               
1 Note by the Secretariat: In the final Report of the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parties, this is Decision

III/11.
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Paragraph 19 of the same Decision, Mr. Chairman, welcomes the contribution that the Global Plan of
Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources, as adopted at
Leipzig, provides to implement the CBD in the field of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture,
and encourages Parties actively to implement the Global Plan. The Decision recognises that several
issues require further work in the context of the FAO Global System. It mentions, in particular,
financing; the realization of Farmers’ Rights as discussed in the Global Plan of Action; terms of
technology transfer to developing countries and access and benefit-sharing arrangements, in accordance
with relevant provisions of the Convention. In this regard, the Decision calls for the effective and speedy
completion of the revision of the International Undertaking and strengthening of the FAO Global
System.

The other Decision to which I would like to draw your attention, Mr. Chairman, is that on access to
genetic resources: UNEP/CBD/COP/3/L.7.2 That Decision notes, inter alia, the linkages of Article 15
of the Convention on Biological Diversity with the further development and implementation of the work
by the Food and Agriculture Organization on the Global System. It urges governments and regional
economic integration organizations to bring to a rapid conclusion the negotiation for the adaptation of
the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, in harmony with
the Convention on Biological Diversity, in particular, providing solutions to access to ex situ collections
not acquired in accordance with the Convention.

Finally, the Decision urges the Executive Secretary to coordinate closely with the FAO, UNCTAD and
other relevant organizations working on access to genetic resources to ensure complementary efforts.

In that light, Mr. Chairman, I hope that you and the distinguished delegates will find this brief report
useful. It only remains for me to assure you of our very best wishes for the success of this meeting, and
to say that we are ready to assist you in any way that we can.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

                                               
2 Note by the Secretariat: In the final Report of the Third Meeting of the Conference of the Parties, this is Decision

III/15.
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APPENDIX G

WORKING GROUP ON FARMERS’ RIGHTS
10-11 December 1996

ALTERNATE TEXTS AND COMMENTS

Article 12 - Farmers’ Rights

A suggestion was made to change the title to “Farmers’ Rights
 [**INDIA proposal: and Rights of Farmers’ Communities”].

Article 12.1

EC text with China, Japan, Australia modifications:

12.1 Governments adhering to this [Undertaking] recognize the enormous contribution that farmers of
all regions of the world, particularly those in the centres of origin and crop plant diversity, have made
and will continue to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources which
constitute the basis for food and agriculture production throughout the world, which in return form the
basis for [**CHINA: [**JAPAN: the concept of] Farmers’ Rights and] appropriate measures
[**AUSTRALIA: , which are non-discriminatory and non-trade distorting,] necessary for them to
continue to conserve, manage and improve plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

Text from developing countries

12.1 Governments adhering to this (Undertaking) recognize the enormous contribution that farmers of
all regions of the world, particularly those in the centers of origin and crop plant diversity, have made,
are making and will continue to make for the conservation and development of plant genetic resources
which constitute the basis of food and agriculture production throughout the world, which in turn form
the basis for Farmers’ Rights and appropriate measures necessary for them to continue to conserve,
manage and improve plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

US text Article 12

1.  States and Regional Economic Integration Organizations (REIOs) Party to the Undertaking shall
take measures to promote the efforts of their farmers to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture through the establishment or strengthening of mechanisms including:

a) national germplasm systems;

b) programs which preserve and improve native germplasm;
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c) initiatives that promote the use of, and research into, crops which are not widely used;
and

d) activities that help to control the erosion of arable land.

2. Establishment or strengthening of the mechanisms described in paragraph 1 may be facilitated
through allocation by States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking of any benefits they receive from
contractual arrangements relating to access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

3. States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking should continue to work with relevant international
programs to further farmers’ activities to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture activities and should also consider particular support for conservation and sustainable
use initiatives that directly benefit farmers.

4. States and REIOs Party to the Undertaking should make appropriate efforts to mobilize adequate
financial resources to support farmers’ activities to conserve and use sustainably plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture without restricting or distorting trade. In this regard, they should seek the full
use and qualitative improvement of national, bilateral and multilateral funding sources and mechanisms
and involvement of private sector sources and mechanisms, including those of non-governmental
organizations.

(** US text applies to both 12.1 and 12.2)

Article 12.2

EC text:

12.2 [Parties] adhering to the [Undertaking], for the purpose of strengthening the role of farmers in
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA and ensuring fair and equitable sharing of benefits, shall as
far as possible and as appropriate:

a) subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain the knowledge,
innovations and practices of farmers relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and promote their wider application
with the consent and involvement of holders of such knowledge and encourage the
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of their plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture, related knowledge, innovations and practices;

b) assist farmers and traditional communities, especially in areas of origin and crop plant
diversity in the evolution, conservation, improvement and sustainable use of plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture;

c) endeavour to share in a fair and equitable manner and upon mutually agreed terms the
results of research and development and the benefits arising from the commercial and
other use of genetic resources for food and agriculture with the provider of such
resources;

d) actively implement the measures referred to in Article 5 in accordance with their
national capacities, so contributing to ensure benefits to farmers and traditional
communities.
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Text from developing countries1

12.2   Recognizing that the responsibility for realizing Farmers’ Rights at the national level rests with
the national governments, the international community, as a beneficiary of the plant genetic resources
developed and conserved by farmers, has the responsibility to recognize Farmers’ Rights and assist
national governments in this regard for the purpose of ensuring full benefits to farmers, indigenous and
local communities embodying traditional lifestyles, supporting their rights to have access to and build
capacities in developing and conserving a wide range of plant genetic resources for the continuation  of
their contributions as well as the attainment of the overall purpose of this Undertaking for the present
and future generations of farmers. In order to ensure the implementation of these responsibilities, Parties
to this (Undertaking) shall take measures, including, as appropriate, legislative measures, to:

a) Protect, promote and compensate the use of knowledge, innovations and practices of
farmers relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture and promote their wider application with the consent and
involvement of holders of such knowledge, innovations and promote the equitable
sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of plant genetic resources, knowledge,
innovations and practices.

b) Protect and promote the collective rights of farmers with respect to their innovations,
knowledge and culturally diverse systems, underlying the conservation, sustainable use
and development of plant genetic resources by farmers and local communities.

c) Assist farmers in different regions of the world, especially in areas of origin/diversity of
plant genetic resources in the evolution, conservation, improvement and sustainable use
of plant genetic resources, through appropriate arrangements, including regional
mechanisms;

d) Promote the establishment and advise on the elaboration, in each country, of sui
generis systems pertaining to the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out
of the utilization of plant genetic resources.

e) Promote the establishment and advise on the development of an international sui
generis system for the recognition, protection and compensation of knowledge,
innovations and practices of farmers and traditional communities.

f) Recognize and ensure the rights of farmers, in fully sharing the benefits arising from
the use of plant genetic resources on a fair and equitable basis, and as mutually agreed,
including through transfer of technology, participation in research, and access to its
results, derived at present, and in future, from the improved use of plant genetic
resources through plant breeding and other modern scientific methods, as well as from
their commercial use.

g) Support measures for research training and institutional capacity building activities at
the local level, with the full participation of the communities concerned, particularly
focusing on women farmers, including measures for review of credit facilities and
market provisions governing farmers’ access to plant genetic resources for enhancing
traditional genetic resources, development and the exchange systems through, inter
alia, the removal of financial and market barriers against such systems, for
conservation, development and sustainable use, and transfer of technology that protect,

                                               
1 Note:  The developing countries’ text of Article 12.2 was revised, as reproduced here, on 12 December 1996.
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integrate, enhance and develop traditional farmers’ knowledge, know-how and
practices;

h) Facilitate as appropriate the adaptation of traditional farmers’ knowledge, know-how
and practices, to wide use and integrate them with modern technologies as appropriate.

i) Promote scientific and technological agricultural research that support and enhance
farmer based knowledge systems with adequate assessment and reorientation of current
national and international research efforts as appropriate.

j) Establish and implement an international fund (referred to in Article 14.6) and develop
its operational mechanism to ensure conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources, traditional farmers’ knowledge, access to new technologies and equitable
sharing of benefits derived from the products obtained through the use of plant genetic
resources for the benefit of present and future generations of farmers.

k) Ensure that the prior informed consent of the concerned farmers and local communities
is obtained before the collection of plant resources is undertaken; adapt current variety
registration systems so as to identify and record, as appropriate, varieties of plant
genetic resources provided by farmers and farming communities; and require disclosure
of the origin of plant genetic resources utilized in the development of commercial
varieties.

l) Recognize and protect traditional rights of farmers and their communities to keep, use,
exchange, share and market their seeds and any other plant reproductive material,
including the right to re-use farm-saved seed.

m) Take the necessary measures to ensure that farmers and local communities fully
participate in the definition and implementation of the measures and legislation on
Farmers’ Rights at national and international levels, and through their active
participation in the development, implementation and review of this (Undertaking) and
the International Fund referred to in Article 14.6. A permanent and flexible consultative
process would be initiated to meet this aim.

n) Review, assess and, if appropriate, modify intellectual property rights systems, land
tenure, and seed laws in order to ensure their harmony with the provisions of this
Article.

o) Ensure that the collective knowledge and resources held and developed by farmers and
local communities are protected and promoted by adopting and implementing
appropriate legislation in the form of a collective rights regime that provides for the
protection of traditional or indigenous knowledge, innovations, materials and practices
of and by farmers and local communities.

Article 12.3

It was suggested that elements of the text of Article 12.3 from the International Undertaking (Third
Negotiating Draft, p. 64) should be dealt in the preamble, except for the last sentence which could be
dealt with in another article on monitoring.
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APPENDIX H

Report of the First Round of Discussions of the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group
Established by the Chair of the Working Group on Scope and Access

11 December 1996

The Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group established by the Working Group on Scope and Access
drew up the following list of options to be discussed in order to make progress in developing
consensus text:

Part 1. What would be the objectives of / justifications for facilitating access through a
multilateral agreement?

• food security
• ensuring world food supply of key food crops
• sustainable agriculture
• interdependence
• facilitating the availability of material from, and preserving international collections which are

held in trust for the international community
• ensuring direct and indirect benefit-sharing, which is fair and equitable
• ensuring the availability of plant genetic resources for sustainable use, including for education,

research and breeding
• contributions to realizing environmental objectives, especially concerning biodiversity
• promoting environmental benefits derived from sustainable advances in agricultural

productivity
• promoting an integrated approach to environmentally sound agriculture

Part 2. To what plant genetic resources, in which locations, would such facilitated access apply?

• all or selected ex situ  plant genetic resources held in one or more of the following:
• national banks
• private collections
• IARCs and other international collections
• collections designated by national governments

• all or selected plant genetic resources held in one or more of the above locations, differentiated
or not by date of acquisition

• pre-CBD
• post-CBD and pre-Undertaking
• post-Undertaking

• selected in situ plant genetic resources

Part 3. How would access be facilitated?
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• minimal administrative and bureaucratic procedures
• new and additional financing
• subject to national sovereignty and national legislation
• linkage to Farmers’ Rights, transfer of technology and equitable sharing of benefits from such

plant genetic resources
• measures to provide incentives for innovation and conservation
• measures to provide incentives for innovation and conservation which are non-discriminatory

and non-trade distorting
• respect for private property (real and intellectual)
• contributions by the private sector, in cash or kind
• provision under the Undertaking of access to participants in an international network
• provision by countries of the same conditions of access to its citizens and other participants in

the Undertaking
• prior informed consent
• elements for benefit-sharing
• rationalization of collections
• characterization of genetic resources
• providing wide access to information
• national legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, aiming at facilitating

access to and the transfer of technology and legally protected resources
• providing access for research, breeding and educational purposes

Part 4. A number of countries provided new texts, to add to the Third Negotiating Draft,
elaborating options  in these areas, which are as follows:

• the African proposals submitted to the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group (Attachment 1 to
this Appendix)

• the Australian key principles paper submitted to the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group
(Attachment 2 to this Appendix)

• the document submitted, by the European Community and its Member States to the Third
Extraordinary Meeting of the FAO Commission on GRFA (Attachment 3 to this Appendix)

• the documents submitted by the United States (See Attachments 1 and 2 to Appendix D)
• the document submitted by France (See Attachment 3 to Appendix D)
• the document submitted by Brazil (See Attachment 4 to Appendix D)
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APPENDIX H, ATTACHMENT 1

AFRICAN PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO THE FRIENDS OF CHAIR’S
CONTACT GROUP

AFRICAN PROPOSAL FOR THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING
REGARDING SCOPE

This Protocol applies to plant genetic resources used for food and agriculture, namely crops, wild
relatives, wild food plants, forage plants, honey bee plants, and plants for land management and
the maintenance of soil fertility.

AFRICAN  PROPOSAL FOR THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING
REGARDING ACCESS  TO GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

1. The Parties to this Protocol recognize the sovereign rights of States over their genetic
resources for food and agriculture, including the authority to determine access to those
resources.

2. Each Party shall ensure that appropriate policy, legal and institutional arrangements are
created or strengthened for the regulation and administration of access to its genetic
resources, and the access it receives to the genetic resources of other parties.

3. The meeting of the Parties shall determine, on a case by case basis and as far as possible,
the sovereign right over, and ownership of, ex situ collections made outside the
Convention on Biological Diversity of which the country or countries of origin cannot be
identified.

4. Because of the importance of plant genetic resources in general for world food, and
because of the existence of ex situ collections of crop samples that cannot be traced to
specific countries of origin, Parties agree to the creation of a Multilateral System of
Access, based on voluntary membership, to the following crop genetic resources:

(a) the ex situ collections whose countries of origin cannot be determined, and

(b) the crop species which the members may willingly decide to include in the 
system.

5. Access to the Multilateral System shall be granted on request to any member of the
System. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization shall administer the
Multilateral System.

6. Nothing in this Article shall prevent smallholder farmers from unconditional access to
genetic resources.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES

1. Access to genetic resources for food and agriculture shall be subject to prior informed
consent of the country of origin or the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations as set out in Article 7.

2. The recipient shall have access to genetic resources subject to the fulfilment of its
obligations under this Protocol and the Genetic Resources Transfer Agreement that it
concludes with the Supplier upon the approval of the competent authority of the country
of origin or the Food and Agricultural Organization as the case may be.

3. The recipient shall, in order to have access to genetic resources, enter into commitments
to share benefits arising from the commercial and other kinds of utilization of those
resources, including technology and the results of research and development with the
country of origin based upon the relevant provisions of this Protocol and on mutually
agreed terms of the Genetic Resources Transfer Agreement.

4. Each party shall endeavour to carry out research and development based on genetic
resources supplied by the country of origin with the full participation of, and where
possible in, such country of origin.

PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT

1. Each Party shall ensure that the Recipient of genetic resources has obtained the informed
consent of the country of origin or, in the case of genetic resources in the Multilateral
System, of the Food and Agriculture Organization, before any access to those genetic
resources is effected.

2. No entry of any genetic resources shall be allowed by Parties to their territories unless their
competent authority confirms that a prior informed consent has been obtained from the
country of origin, or the Food and Agriculture Organization, as the case may be, for that
specific genetic resource.

3. The Recipient shall request the competent authority of the country of origin, or the Food
and Agriculture Organization, as the case may be, for access to genetic resources by
application in writing that contains information on:

(a) The name of species, any other taxonomic specification and amounts of resource to
be accessed or collected;

(b) The purpose of prospecting, accessing or collecting the genetic resource:;

(c) The site of prospecting or collecting from or the ex situ collection to be accessed;

(d) Whether any collection of the genetic resource endangers any component of
biological diversity;

(e) The type and extent of commercial use to be derived from the resource;
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(f) Proposed mechanisms or arrangements for benefit-sharing in the form of technology
or financial transfer to the national government of the country of origin and to its
local farming communities, and in the case of the Multilateral System, to the Food
and Agriculture Organization, in case commercial use is derived from the genetic
resource collected or accessed;

(g) The manner and extent of intended involvement of the country of origin or, in the
case of the Multilateral System, the country designated by the Food and Agriculture
Organization, in the necessary research and development on the genetic resources
concerned;

(h) Any other matter that may be relevant to and specified as required by the country of
origin, or the Food and Agriculture Organization, as the case may be.

4. The country of origin, or the Food and Agriculture Organization, as the case may be, shall
respond to the application of the Recipient in writing consenting to grant access to the
genetic resources concerned with or without conditions, denying access, or requesting
additional information. Copies of the prior informed consent, the Genetic Resources
Transfer Agreement or any other written response by the country of origin, shall be
transmitted to the Food and Agriculture Organization.

5. The Recipient shall not transfer the genetic resources to any third party without the prior
informed consent or subsequent Genetic Resource Transfer Agreement of the country of
origin, or the Food and Agriculture Organization, in the case of the Multilateral System.

6. Whenever the Recipient becomes aware of relevant new information or discovers new use
about the genetic resources it has  collected, it shall immediately inform the country of
origin or the Food and Agriculture Organization, as the case may be, and the terms of the
prior informed consent or the Genetic Resources Transfer Agreement shall be changed
accordingly.

7. The country of origin can unilaterally terminate the Genetic Resources Transfer Agreement
and refuse access to the genetic resources concerned whenever the Recipient has violated
any of its terms, or the public interest so demands.
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APPENDIX H, ATTACHMENT 2

AUSTRALIAN PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO THE FRIENDS OF CHAIR’S
CONTACT GROUP

KEY PRINCIPLES OF SCOPE AND ACCESS
AUSTRALIAN SUGGESTIONS

11 December 1996

Tabled suggestions of the USA, Brazil, and the EU have a number of positive elements which are
complementary and provide a potential basis for developing agreement on the issues of Scope
and Access.

These elements are

1. differentiation of pre-CBD; post CBD pre-revised Undertaking and post revised
Undertaking;

 
2. the interdependency of all countries for key food and forage crops;
 
3. the benefits of facilitating access for designated ex situ collections, both international and

national of those key food and forage crops.

On the basis of these key principles, Australia suggests that the scope of the Undertaking could
be key food and forage crops in designated international and national ex situ collections. The
designated international collections would be those held under the trustee arrangements with
FAO. National ex situ collections would be those designated by parties and REIOs Parties to the
Undertaking as they determine.

Access to material in designated international and national ex situ collections would be facilitated
on terms which have minimum restrictions and low transaction costs and are in accordance with
the provisions of the CBD.

These terms should ensure that benefits flowing from the commercialization of this material
should accrue in an appropriate and equitable way in accordance with the provisions of the CBD.

For material collected prior to the entry into force of the CBD and lodged in the collections of the
IARCs the terms should continue to reflect the terms of the Undertaking of unrestricted access
and that the material was collected for the benefit of all. Hence the material should continue to be
available under the terms of the FAO agreement with the IARCs.

For material collected pre-CBD and held in nationally designated collections, parties to the
Undertaking should endeavour to make this material available under the same conditions as the
FAO agreement with the IARCs.
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APPENDIX H, ATTACHMENT 3

AN INFORMAL PAPER SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND ITS
MEMBER STATES TO THE THIRD EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE

COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

9 December 1996

(This informal paper is offered as a contribution to the work of the FAO Commission on
GRFA but it does not represent the final position of the European Community and its

Member Countries)

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 18

Art. 1 Objectives

The objectives of this [Undertaking] are the conservation and sustainable use of plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture for future food security and the fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 24
Art. 3 Scope

This [Undertaking] relates to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture as a basis for
meeting present and future needs for world food security and sustainable agriculture.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 26
Art. 4 Relationship of the [Undertaking] with other Legal Instruments

The provisions of this [Undertaking] shall not affect the rights and obligations of any
[Party] deriving from any existing international agreement.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 30
Art. 5 (and Art. 6) National commitments towards the conservation and sustainable use

of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture

Note:  This chapter is an amalgam of Art. 5 Exploration and Collection of Plant Genetic
Resources and Art. 6 Conservation ... Evaluation and Documentation of PGR in the Third
Negotiating Draft.

[Parties adhering to this [Undertaking] will promote, as appropriate, in accordance with national
priorities and having regard to the first Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable
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Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture adopted by the 4th International
Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and as far as possible
in cooperation with other [Parties], national actions and international cooperative activities in -

(a) in situ conservation and development;

(b) ex situ conservation;

(c) sustainable utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

(d) institution and capacity building.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 34
Art. 7 International Cooperation

7.1 Each [Party] shall as far as possible and as appropriate, integrate in its programmes,
activities referred to in Art. 5 and cooperate with other [Parties], directly or through
relevant international organizations, in order to achieve the objectives of this
[Undertaking].

7.2 International cooperation in the framework of this [Undertaking] shall, in particular, be
directed to:

(a) strengthening the capabilities of developing countries, where appropriate on a
national or sub-regional basis, with respect to conservation and sustainable use of
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

(b) maintaining and strengthening an International Network of collections of PGRFA
as described in Art. 9;

(c) Maintaining and strengthening of a World Information Network on PGRFA as
described in Art. 10;

(d) identify ways and means to support activities related to the conservation and
sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, such as the
strengthening or establishing of technological cooperation.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 38
Art. 9 The International  Network of Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and

Agriculture

9.1 There should be a general aim of developing and strengthening an international network of
collections of PGRFA held at national, regional and international level. This International
Network of Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
(INC/PGRFA) should be developed so as to improve the conservation, the exchange and
utilization of PGRFA for the benefit of sustainable agricultural development and of global
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food security, and contributing to the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the
utilization of PGRFA.

9.2 [Parties] will designate plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, including material
held under in situ and ex situ conditions, in order to establish national collections which
will be part of the INC/PGRFA. They will encourage all institutions, including private,
non-governmental, research, breeding and other institutions, to participate in the
INC/PGRFA.

9.3 The collections of the International Agricultural Research Centres of the CGIAR under the
auspices of the FAO will be part of the International Network of Collections of Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.

9.4 Modalities of functioning of the Network should be as simple and cost-effective as
possible.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 40
Art. 10 The World Information  Network on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and

Agriculture

10.1 There should be a general aim to develop a World Information Network on PGRFA
(WIN/PGRFA) to improve the knowledge and overview about PGRFA, rationalize
existing collections, facilitate the use of collections and ensure and strengthen regional and
international cooperation.

10.2 Modalities of functioning of the Network should be as simple and cost-effective as
possible.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 42
Art. 11 Access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture

11.1 In the exercise of their sovereign rights over natural resources States will determine access
to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in accordance with national legislation.

11.2 [Governments] agree to grant other [Parties] to this [Undertaking] access to designated
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture identified in Art. 9 and will endeavour to
facilitate such access without imposing restrictions that run counter to the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the present [Undertaking].

11.3 In the exercise of their sovereign rights, States encourage institutions or other
organizations to place designated plant genetic resources for food and agriculture into the
International Network. Regional and other international organizations are also encouraged
to place designated plant genetic resources for food and agriculture held in their collections
into the International Network.  Access to designated plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture in the International Network is unrestricted for the participants to the Network.
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11.4 Non-participants in the International Network will not be granted access to plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture within the International Network except on terms to be
agreed with the country or organization holding the plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture and following principles agreed by the governing body, in accordance with the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

Art.11aAccess to and Transfer of relevant Technology to developing countries

11a.1 Access to and transfer of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable
use of PGRFA, including biotechnology, to developing countries should be provided and/or
facilitated under fair and most favourable terms, including on conditional and preferential
terms, as mutually agreed to by all [Parties] to the transaction. In case of technology
subject to patents and other intellectual property rights, access and transfer of technology
should be provided on terms which recognize and are consistent with the adequate and
effective protection of intellectual property rights.

11a.2 To that end., adhering [Parties] encourage the private sector to enter into technological
cooperation with developing countries and to contribute, as far as possible and
appropriate, to the measures provided by this [Undertaking] for the conservation and
sustainable utilization of PGRFA.

11a.3 Such technology transfer should be provided, among others, by the mechanism established
under Art. 7, 9 and 10.

11a.4 Adhering [Parties] recognize the importance of the International Agricultural Research
Centres in cooperation with National Research Systems to facilitate access and transfer of
relevant technologies to developing countries.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 52
Art.12 Farmers’ Rights

12.1 Governments adhering to this [Undertaking] recognize the enormous contribution that
farmers of all regions of the world, particularly those in the centres of origin and crop plant
diversity, have made and will continue to make for the conservation and development of
plant genetic resources which constitute the basis of food and agriculture production
throughout the world, which in turn form the basis for appropriate measures necessary for
them to continue to conserve, manage and improve plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture.

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, pages 54, 56, 58, 60, 62

12.2 [Parties] adhering to the [Undertaking], for the purpose of strengthening the role of farmers
in conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA and ensuring fair and equitable sharing of
benefits, shall as far as possible and as appropriate:

(a) subject to this national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain the knowledge,
innovations and practices of farmers relevant to the conservation and sustainable
use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and promote their wider
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application with the consent and involvement of holders of such knowledge and
encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of their plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture, related knowledge, innovations and
practices;

(b) assist farmers and traditional communities, especially in areas of origin and crop plant
diversity in the evolution, conservation, improvement and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture;

FAO Third Negotiating Draft, page 64
(c) endeavour to share in a fair and equitable way and upon mutually agreed terms the results

of research and development and the benefits arising from the commercial and other use of
genetic resources for food and agriculture with the provider of such resources.

(d) actively implement the measures referred to in Art. 5 in accordance with their national
capacities, so contributing to ensure benefits to farmers and traditional communities.

Art. Statement

Referring to Art. 8 and 13 of the Third Negotiating Draft, the EU will examine with much
attention, during the third phase of negotiations on institutional aspects, the arrangements to
implement and follow up the [Undertaking], i.e.:

- the intergovernmental body for policy coordination and political guidance;
- the secretariat that will assist it;
- the role and obligations of FAO;
- the administration and management of the INC/PGRFA and WIN/PGRFA; the

continuing review of the international situation concerning the conservation and
sustainable use of PGRFA.
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APPENDIX I

REPORT OF THE SECOND ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS OF THE FRIENDS OF THE
CHAIR’S CONTACT GROUP ESTABLISHED BY THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING

GROUP ON SCOPE AND ACCESS

13 December 1996

The Group met over two days in four sessions.

On December 13 it agreed to use the Ethiopian proposal of developing a matrix based on the scope of
access and on the level of facilitation to access, as a basis for discussion. A useful discussion ensued
and it became evident that these subjects are very complex and in fact even a multi-dimensional matrix
would probably not cover all of the important aspects.

It was agreed that it would be useful to develop a study for the Commission to facilitate its preparations
for the next meeting. The study would present a table of options and a notional assessment of the pros
and cons of each. It was recognized that the pros and cons would not be the same from country to
country. It was noted that the practicality of distinguishing between categories of germplasm would also
have to be taken into account.

CGRFA-EX3/96/WGSA/11 should be utilized in the study, including the documents listed in part 4.

The process would involve two steps: (1) The characterization of the options, and (2) Notional
assessment of benefits.

It was felt to be important to have the full involvement of the Commission in both steps. This input for
each step should be provided through electronic facsimile and mail means (with no expectation of
inperson meetings) using means of communication appropriate for each region. This involvement could
be facilitated by the regional representatives involved in the Friends of the Chair Group although several
members indicated that they would need to confirm this with their regional groups.

The timing of the study is very important. It must be completed and available to all delegations in time
to be useful in their preparations for the next meeting. Step 1 should be completed by January 31, 1997.
There must also be time for adequate broad input into both steps. IPGRI was suggested as a possible
agency to develop the study. Poland proposed that the European Cooperative Programme on Genetic
Resources (ECP/GR), based on its own experience, should develop a document similar to that requested
from IPGRI2.

The results of the study should be submitted to the Seventh Regular Session of CGRFA in May 1997.

                                               
1 Working Group on Scope and Access. Report of the Friends of the Chair’s Contact Group established

by the Chair of the Working Group on Scope and Access, 11 December 1996.
2 Now Appendix H to this report



CGRFA-Ex3/96/Rep                                                                                                                                                                                              J1

APPENDIX J

December 1996

MEMBERS OF FAO COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AND/OR COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE ADHERED

TO THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

AFRICA

Algeria 1/2
Angola 1/2
Benin 1/2
Botswana 1/
Burkina Faso 1/2
Burundi 1/
Cameroon 1/2
Cape Verde 1/2
Central African
 Republic 1/2
Chad 1/2
Congo 1/2
Côte d'Ivoire 1/2
Equatorial
 Guinea 1/2
Eritrea 1/
Ethiopia 1/2
Gabon 1/2
Gambia 1/
Ghana 1/2
Guinea 1/2
Guinea-Bissau 1/
Kenya 1/2
Lesotho 1/
Liberia 1/2
Madagascar 1/2
Malawi 1/2
Mali 1/2
Mauritania 1/2
Mauritius 1/2
Morocco 1/2
Mozambique 1/2
Niger 1/2
Rwanda 1/2
Senegal 1/2
Sierra Leone 1/2
South Africa 1/2
Sudan 1/2
Tanzania 1/2
Togo 1/2
Uganda 1/
Zaire 1/
Zambia 1/2
Zimbabwe 1/2

ASIA AND THE SOUTH
WEST PACIFIC

Australia 1/2
Bangladesh 1/2
China 1/
Democrat. People's
 Rep. of Korea 1/2
Fiji 2
India 1/2
Indonesia 1/
Japan 1/
Korea, Rep. of 1/2
Malaysia 1/
Maldives 1/
Mongolia 1/
Myanmar 1/
Nepal 1/2
New Zealand 1/2
Pakistan 1/
Papua New Guinea
 1/2
Philippines 1/2
Samoa 1/2
Solomon Islands
 1/2
Sri Lanka 1/2
Thailand 1/
Tonga 1/2
Vanuatu 1/
Vietnam 1/

NEAR EAST

Afghanistan 1/
Azerbaijan 1/
Bahrain 2
Egypt 1/2
Iran 1/2
Iraq 1/2
Jordan 1/
Kuwait 2
Lebanon 1/2
Libya 1/2
Oman 2
Syria 1/2
Tunisia 1/2
Yemen 1/2

EUROPE

Albania 1/
Austria 1/2
Belgium 1/2
Bosnia and
 Herzegovina 1/
Bulgaria 1/2
Croatia 1/
Cyprus 1/2
Czech Republic 1/2
Denmark 1/2
Estonia 1/
European
 Community 1/
Finland 1/2
France 1/2
Georgia 1/
Germany 1/2
Greece 1/2
Hungary 1/2
Iceland 1/2
Ireland 1/2
Israel 1/2
Italy 1/2
Latvia 1/
Liechtenstein 2
Lithuania 1/
Malta 1/
Netherlands 1/2
Norway 1/2
Poland 1/2
Portugal 1/2
Romania 1/2
Russia 2
Slovakia 1/
Slovenia 1/
Spain 1/2
Sweden 1/2
Switzerland 1/2
Turkey 1/2
United Kingdom 1/2
Yugoslavia 1/2

LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN

Antigua and
 Barbuda 1/2
Argentina 1/2
Bahamas 1/2
Barbados 1/2
Belize 1/2
Bolivia 1/2
Brazil 1/
Chile 1/2
Colombia 1/2
Costa Rica 1/2
Cuba 1/2
Dominica 1/2
Dominican Rep. 1/2
Ecuador 1/2
El Salvador 1/2
Grenada 1/2
Guatemala 1/
Guyana 1/
Haiti 1/2
Honduras 1/2
Jamaica 1/2
Mexico 1/2
Nicaragua 1/2
Panama 1/2
Paraguay 1/2
Peru 1/2
Saint Christopher
 and Nevis 1/
Saint Lucia 1/
Saint Vincent and the
 Grenadines 1/
Suriname 1/
Trinidad and
 Tobago 1/2
Uruguay 1/
Venezuela 1/

NORTH AMERICA

Canada 1/
United States of
 America 1/

1/ Members of the Commission.
2/ Countries which have adhered to the International Undertaking.
The above totals 154 countries and the European Community which have become members of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (149) and/or which have adhered to the International Undertaking (111).
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BOLIVAR (Spain)
Presidente :
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Via Barnaba Oriani 26
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8084141
TJlJfax:  39-6-8083436
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ANGOLA - ANGOLA

ReprJsentant
Mme. Elizabeth MATOS
PrJsident
ComitJ national des ressources

phytogJnJtiques
MinistPre de l'agriculture et du dJveloppement

rural
Luanda
Angola
TJl:  244-2-321688
E-mail: fitogen@angonet.gn.apc.org

SupplJant
Kiala KIA MATEVA
ReprJsentant permanent adjoint auprJs

de la FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique d'Angola
Via Filippo Bernardini 21
00165 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-39366902/6941
TJlJfax: 39-6-634960

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE

Representante
Sra. DoZa MarRa Cristina FERRARI
Consejero
Representante Permanente Alterna

ante la FAO
Embajada de la Repdblica Argentina
Piazza dell'Esquilino 2 - IV piso
00185 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-4742551/2/3/4
Telefax:  39-6-4745037
E-mail: fmc@atina.ar



Asesor
Marcelo Edmundo FERRER
Coordinador Recursos FitogenJticos
Instituto Nacional de TecnologRa Agropecuaria
Ministerio di Agricultura, Pesca y 
Alimentaci\n
E.E.A. I.N.T.A Pergamino
CC 31  2700 Pergamino (B)
Argentina
Tel:  54-477-31250
Telefax:  54-477-32553
E-mail:  ferrer@permaiz.inta.gov.ar

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE

Representative
Ms Kristiane E. HERRMANN
Natural Resources, Research and

Development Branch
Department of Primary Industries and

Energy
Box 858 P.O
Canberra ACT 2601
Australia
Tel:  61-6-2724670
Telefax:  61-6-2725926

Alternates
Andrew PEARSON
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Commonwealth of Australia
Via Alessandria 215
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-852721
Telefax:  39-6-85272230

Ms Jill COURTNEY
Counsellor
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Australian Mission to WTO
56-58 Rue de Moillebeau
Geneva
Switzerland

Advisers
David I. BEVEGE
Principal Advisor
Australian Centre for International

Agricultural Research
GPO Box 1571
Canberra ACT 2615
Australia
Tel:  61-6-2170521
Telefax:  61-6-2170501
E-mail:  bevege@aciar.gov.au

Lindsay COOK
Chief
Division of Plant Industry
New South Wales Department of

Agriculture
Locked Bag 21
Orange 2800
New South Wales
Australia
Tel:  61-63-913146
Telefax:  61-63-913206

AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE

AZERBAIJAN

BAHAMAS

BANGLADESH

BARBADOS

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - BELGICA

ReprJsentant
Mme. RJgine DE CLERCQ
Ambassadeur auprPs de la FAO
ReprJsentation permanente auprPs de la FAO
Via Omero 8
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-3203903
TJlJfax: 39-6-3203992



SupplJant
Mme. Justine GENTILE-PEREBOOMS
AttachJ
ReprJsentation permanente auprPs de la FAO
Via Omero
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-3203903
TJlJfax:  39-6-3203992

BELIZE

BENIN

BOLIVIA - BOLIVIE

Representante
Miguel Angel SILVA RAMOS
Jefe, Departamento de BiotecnologRa

AgrRcola
SecretarRa Nacional de Agricultura

y GanaderRa
Av. Camacho No. 1471
La Paz
Bolivia

Suplentes
J. Alvaro LUNA TERRAZAS
Ministerio de Desarrollo Sostenible

y Medio Ambiente
Casilla 3-12393
La Paz
Bolivia
Tel:  591-2-367490
Telefax:  591-2-316230
E-mail:  aluna@dncb.rds.org.bo

Albaro GONZALES QUINT
Representante Permanente Alterno

ante la FAO
Embajada de la Repdblica de Bolivia
Via Brenta 2a - Int. 28
00198 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-8841001
Telefax:  39-6- 8840740

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

BOTSWANA

Representative
Louis M. MAZHANI
Chairman of the Board of SPGRC
Department of Agriculture Research
Private Bag 0033
Gaborone
Botswana
Tel:  267-328965
Telefax:  267-328965

BRAZIL - BRESIL - BRASIL

Representative
Fernando JosJ MARRONI DE ABREU
First Secretary
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Federative
 Republic of Brazil to FAO
Via di S. Maria dell'Anima 32
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-68307576
Telefax:  39-6-6867858

Nedilson RICARDO JORGE
Second Secretary
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Federative
 Republic of Brazil to FAO
Via di S. Maria dell'Anima 32
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-6789353
Telefax:  39-6-6867858

Associates
Ms MarRa F. ORTIGmO DE SAMPAIO
Second Secretary
Division of Environment
Ministry of External Relations
Esplanada dos MinistJrios - Block H
Brasilia, D.F.
Brazil
Tel:  55-61-2116864/6865
Telefax:  55-61-2241079
E-mail:  feliciana@mre.gov.br



LRdio CORADIN
Programme Manager of Biological

Diversity
Ministry of Environment
Esplanada dos MinistJrios, Block B
70068-900 Brasilia
Brazil
Tel:  55-61-3171246
Telefax:  55-61-3171209
E-mail: lcoradin@mma.gov.br

M<rcio MIRANDA SANTOS
Research Officer
National Centre of Genetic Resources

and Biotechnology Research
Ministry of Agriculture
Brasilia
or
15, Bowdoin St. #2
02138 Cambridge, Massachussets
U.S.A.
Tel:  1-617-4951954
Telefax:  1-617-4955846
E-mail:  mmarcio@mcz.harvard.edu

BULGARIA - BULGARIE

BURKINA FASO

BURUNDI

ReprJsentant

SupplJant
Mme. Epiphanie KABUSHEMEYE-
NTAMWANA
Premier Conseiller
Ambassade de la RJpublique du Burundi
Corso d'Italia 83
00198 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8543995
TJlJfax:  39-6-8557343

CAMEROON - CAMEROUN - CAMERUN

CANADA

Representative
P. Ashley O'SULLIVAN
Director
Research Centre Saskatoon
Department of Agriculture and Agri-Food
107 Science Cres

 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Canada
Tel:  1-306-9567211
Telefax: 1-306-9567248

Alternate
Brad FRALEIGH
Special Advisor
Biodiversity and Genetic

Resources
Research Branch
Department of Agriculture and

Agri-Food
Cent. Exptl. Farm
S.J. Carling Bldg
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C5
Canada
Tel:  1-613-7597847
Telefax:  1-613-7597769
E-mail:  fraleighb@em.agr.ca

Associates
Bryan HARVEY
Professor of Horticulture
Department of Horticulture
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Sask S7N 5A8
Canada
Tel:  1-306-9665795
Telefax:  1-306-9668106
E-mail:  harvey@duke.usask.ca

Ronald ROSE
Agricultural Counsellor
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO
Canadian Embassy
Via Zara 30
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-44598553
Telefax:  39-6-44598930



Advisers
Ken RICHARDS
Research Manager
Saskatoon Research Centre
Department of Agriculture and Agri-food
107 Science Place
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N DX2
Canada
Tel:  1-306-3967641
Telefax:  1-306-9567246
E-mail: richardsk@em.agr.ca

Jim DYER
Senior Science and Technical Advisor
International Affairs Division
Department of Agriculture and

Agri-Food
Sir John Carling Bldg
930 Carling Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OC5
Canada
Tel:  1-613-7597717
Telefax:  1-613-7597717
E-mail:  jdyer@em.agr.ca

Alain TELLIER
Policy Advisor
Environment Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and

International Trade
125 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A OG2
Canada
Tel:  1-613-9964266
Telefax:  1-613-9440064

CAPE VERDE - CAP-VERT -
CABO VERDE

ReprJsentant

SupplJant
Eduardo SILVA
ReprJsentant Adjoint auprPs de la FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique du Cap-Vert
Via GiosuJ Carducci 4 - Int. 3
00187 Rome
Italie
Tel:  39-6-4744678
Telefax:  39-6-4744643

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

CHAD - TCHAD

CHILE - CHILI

Representante
Humberto MOLINA REYES
Segundo Secretario
Representante Alterno de Chile ante

la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de Chile ante la
 FAO
Via Po 23
00198 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-8417450
Telefax:  39-6-85350427

Asesor
Mario MERA CRUGER
Jefe, Grupo Mejoramiento GenJtico y

BiotecnologRa
Instituto de Investigaciones

Agropecuarias
Ministerio de Agricultura
Casilla 58-D
Temuco
Chile
Tel:  56-45-215706
Telefax:  56-45-216112
E-mail:  carillan@arauco.reuna.cl



CHINA - CHINE

Representative
Li ZHENGDONG
Counsellor
Alternate Permanent Representative
Permanent Representation of the People's

Republic of China to FAO
Via della Caffarella 9
00179 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5137345
Telefax:  39-6-5137344
E-mail:  china.FAO@agora.stm.it

Alternate
Yuan HAIYING 
First Secretary
Alternate Permanent Representative of

China to the United Nations Agencies
for Food and Agriculture in Rome

Via della Caffarella 9
00179 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5137345
Telefax:  39-6-5137344

COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE

Representante
Hernando AGUDELO VILLA
Embajador ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente ante la FAO
Via Giuseppe Pisanelli 4, Int. 5
00196 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-3202531
Telefax:  39-6-3612204

Suplentes
Sra. Ana Catalina DEL LLANO RESTREPO
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica de

Colombia ante la FAO
Via Giuseppe Pisanelli 4, Int. 5
00196 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-3202531
Telefax:  39-6-3612204

Sra. MarRa H. BONILLA CORTES
Profesional Especializado Desarrollo

Productivo
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo 
Rural
Avenida JimJnez 7-65
Santa FJ de Bogot<
Colombia
Tel:  57-1-3340381
Telefax:  57-1-3340381

Ricardo TORRES
Subdirector de Investigaci\n EstratJgica
CORPOICA
Ministerio de Agricultura
Km. 14 Via Mosquera
Bogot<
Colombia
Tel:  57-1-2833268
Telefax:  57-1-2833268



Adjunto
Mario LOBO
Coordinador Recursos GenJticos
CORPOICA
Ministerio de Agricultura
A.A. 470
Rionegro, Antioquia
Colombia
Tel:  57-4-5370004
Telefax:  57-4-5370146

Asesor
Carlos SILVA
Coordinador Unidad Seguimiento

y Evaluaci\n
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA)
Ministerio de Agricultura
Calle 37 No. 8-43
Bogot<
Colombia
Tel:  57-1-285520/2324693
Telefax:  57-1-2884037

CONGO

COSTA RICA

Representante
David EDWARDS
Ministro Consejero
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica de

Costa Rica ante la FAO
Via Francesco Siacci 2b
00197 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-8086470
Telefax:  39-6-8075750

Suplentes
Sra. Yolanda GAGO
Ministro Consejero
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica de

Costa Rica ante la FAO
Via Francesco Siacci 2b
00197 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-8086470
Telefax:  39-6-8075750

Sra. Margarita GAMBOA
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica de

Costa Rica ante la FAO
Via Francesco Siacci 2b
00197 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-8086470
Telefax:  39-6-8075750

C]]TE D'IVOIRE

ReprJsentant

SupplJant
Gilbert DOH-DJANHOUNDY
ReprJsentant Permanent Adjoint auprPs

de la FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique de Ĉte d'Ivoire
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 4-6
00161 Rome
Italie
Tel:  39-6-44231129
Telefax:  39-6-4402619

CROATIA - CROATIE - CROACIA

CUBA

Representante
Sra. MarRa Elena RODRIGUEZ FUENTES
Vice Presidenta
Comisi\n Nacional RFAA
Ministerio de Ciencia, TecnologRa y
  Medio Ambiente
Quiroga 124
La Habana
Cuba
Tel:  53-7-816245/227009
Telefax:  53-7-330852/330559



CYPRUS - CHYPRE - CHIPRE

Representative
Chrysanthos LOIZIDES
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of

Cyprus to FAO
Piazza Farnese 44
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-6865758
Telefax:  39-6-68803756

CZECH REPUBLIC - REPUBLIQUE
TCHEQUE - REPUBLICA CHECA

Representative
JirR NOVAK
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Czech Republic
Via dei Gracchi 322
00192 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-3244459/62/63
Telefax:  39-6-3244466

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
KOREA -
REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DEMOCRATIQUE
DE COREE -
REPUBLICA POPULAR DEMOCRATICA DE
COREA

DENMARK - DANEMARK - DINAMARCA

Representative
Bjarne THOMSEN
Head of Section
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Holbergsgade 2
DK-1053, Copenhagen K
Denmark
Tel:  45-33-923301
Telefax:  45-33-145042
E-mail:  LFM@LFM.DK

BTA@LFM.DK

Associate
Robert JENSEN
Head of Section
Ministry of Environment and Energy
Gartnervangen 2
2620 Alb. Lund.
Denmark

DOMINICA

Representative
Ms Hannelore A.H. BENJAMIN
Ambassador
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Commonwealth of Dominica
00143 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-501-0643
Telefax:  39-6-5010643

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

ECUADOR - EQUATEUR

Representante
Radl CASTILLO
Lider Nacional
Recursos GenJticos y BiotecnologRa
Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones 

Agropecuarias
Casilla 17-01-340
Quito
Ecuador
Tel:  593-2-690691/650042
Telefax:  593-2-690991
E-mail:  castillo@cip.org.ec



EGYPT - EGYPTE - EGIPTO ¨�s¨�s -

Representative
Adel ABOUL-NAGA
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
Via Salaria 267 (Villa Savoia)
00199 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8548956
Telefax:  39-6-8542603
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EL SALVADOR

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

ERITREA - ERYTHREE

Representative
Yohannes TENSUE
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of Eritrea
Via Boncompagni 16
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-42741293
Telefax:  39-6-42741380

ESTONIA - ESTONIE

ETHIOPIA - ETHIOPIE - ETIOPIA

Representative
Seyfu KETEMA
Director General
Biodiversity Institute
P.O. Box 30726
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia
Tel:  251-1-180381
Telefax:  251-1-613722

Alternate
Redai Gebrehiwot REDAI
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia
Via Andrea Vesalio 16
00161 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4402602
Telefax:  39-6-4403676

Associates
Worku DAMENA
Environmental Protection Authority
P.O. Box 30326
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia
Tel:  251-1-181658
Telefax:  251-1-552350

Tewolde Berhan GEBRE EGZIABHER
General Manager
Environmental Protection Authority
P.O. Box 12760
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia
Tel:  251-1-181658
Telefax:  251-1-552350
E-mail:  EPA@padis.gn.apc.org

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
- MEMBER ORGANIZATION
COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE
- ORGANISATION MEMBRE
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA
- ORGANIZACION MIEMBRO

ReprJsentant
Gerasimos APOSTOLATOS
Administrateur Principal de l'Union

EuropJenne
84 Rue de la Loi
1040 Bruxelles
Belgique



Alternates
Gian Paolo PAPA
Ambassadeur auprPs de la FAO
DJlJgation de la Commission des CommunautJs

europJennes auprPs de la FAO
Via IV Novembre 149
00187 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-6782672
TJlJfax:  39-6-6797830

Luis DELGADO SANCHO
ReprJsentant permanent supplJant auprPs de la

FAO
DJlJgation de la Commission des CommunautJs

europJennes auprPs de la FAO
Via IV Novembre 149
00187 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-6782672
TJlJfax:  39-6-6797830

Richard HARDWICK
Administrateur principal
Direction gJnJrale VI F.II/3
Commission des CommunautJs europJennes
Bruxelles
Belgique
TJl:  32-2-2950651
TJlJfax:  32-2-2963029
E-mail:  Richard.Hardwick@dgb.cec.be

Conseillers
Aldo SIRACUSA
Administrateur Principal
Conseil Union EuropJenene
Rue de la Loi 175
1048 Bruxelles
Belgique

Chrissoula KITRIMI
Fonctionnaire de l'Union EuropJenne
Bruxelles
Belgique
TJl: 32-2-2857461
TJlJfax:  32-2-2857686

FINLAND - FINLANDE - FINLANDIA

Representative
Ms Mirja SUURNmKKI
Agricultural Counsellor
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
P.O. Box 232
FIN-00171 Helsinki
Finland
Tel:  358-9-1602420
Telefax:  358-9-1602443
E-mail:  mirja.suurnakki@mmm.fi

Alternate
Ms Leena HOMMO
Researcher
Agricultural Research Centre of Finland
31600 Jokioinen
Finland
Tel:  358-3-4188452
Telefax:  358-3-4188437
E-mail:  leena.hommo@mtt.fi

Ms Pirkko-Liisa KYOSTILA
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
Via Lisbona 3
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8552759
Telefax:  39-6-8540362

FRANCE - FRANCIA

ReprJsentant
Daniel BERTHERY
Conseiller Scientifique
RJpresentation permanente de la France auprPs

de l'OAA
Corso del Rinascimento 52
00186 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-6865305
TJlJfax:  39-6-6892692



SupplJants
Mme. Isabelle CLEMENT-NISSOU
Bureau de la sJlection vJgJtale

et des semences
MinistPre de l'Agriculture, de la peche

et de l'alimentation
Direction de la Production et des Jchanges
3 Rue Bardet de Jovy
75007 Paris
France
TJl:  33-1-49554577
TJlJfax:  33-1-49555942

Conseillers
Michel CHAUVET
ChargJ de mission
Bureau des Ressources gJnJtiques
57 rue Cuvier
75231 Paris CJdex 05
France
TJl:  33-1-44088318
TJlJfax:  33-1-45357015
E-mail:  chauvet@mnhn.fr

Mme. AndrJe SONTOT
ChargJ de mission
Bureau des Ressources gJnJtiques
57 Rue Cuvier
75231 Paris CJdex 05
France
TJl:  33-1-44088319
TJlJfax:  33-1-45357015
E-mail:  sontot@mnhn.fr

GABON

GAMBIA - GAMBIE

ReprJsentant
Sonni GEORGE
Principal Research Officer
Programme Leader
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources
35 Stanley Street
Banjul
Gambia
Tel:  220-472192
Telefax:  220-472875

GEORGIA - GEORGIE - GEORGIA

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA

Representative
Wilbert HIMMIGHOFEN
Head of Division
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry
Rochusstrasse 1
D-53123 Bonn
Germany

Alternates
Dieter LINK
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Federal

Republic of Germany to FAO
Via Francesco Siacci 2c
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-884741
Telefax:  39-6-88474281

Klaus SUPP
Legal Adviser
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry
Rochusstrasse 1
53119 Bonn
Germany
Tel:  49-228-5293307
Telefax:  49-228-5294470

Adviser
Frank BEGEMANN
Head
Information Centre for Genetic Resources
Villichgasse 17
53177 Bonn
Germany
Tel:  49-2289548202
Telefax:  49-228-9548149
E-mail:  begemann@zadi.de

GHANA

Representative
Elizabeth ACHEAMPONG
Botany Department
University of Ghana
P.O. Box M 232
Accra
Ghana
Tel:  233-21-666049
Telefax:  233-21-666828



Alternate
Mallam SEIDU
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Ghana
Via Ostriana 4
00199 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-86215691
Telefax:  39-6-86325762

GREECE - GRECE - GRECIA

GRENADA

GUATEMALA

GUINEA - GUINEE

ReprJsentant
SJkou CISSE
Directeur gJnJral
Institut de Recherche agronomique
MinistPre de l'Agriculture, des eaux

et des forLts
BP 1523
Conakry
GuinJe
TJl:  224-4-411062/444262
TJlJfax:  224-4-415758

SupplJant
Souhaib Deen BANGOURA
ReprJsentant adjoint auprPs de la FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique de GuinJe
Via Adelaide Ristori 9/13
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8078989
TJlJfax:  39-6-8075569

GUINEA-BISSAU

GUYANA

HAITI

ReprJsentant
Mme. Suze PERCY
ReprJsentant permanent adjoint auprPs de la

FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique d'Haiti
Via Ottaviano 32
00192 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-39723362
TJlJfax:  39-6-39737764

HONDURAS

Representante
Marcelino BORJAS
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO
Embajada de la Repdblica de Honduras
Via Giambattista Vico 40, Int. 8
00196 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-3207236
Telefax:  39-6-3207236

HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRIA

Representative
Ms Mariann KOVACS
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Hungary
Via Luigi Lilio 59 C3
00143 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5190116
Telefax:  39-6-5032121

ICELAND - ISLANDE - ISLANDIA



INDIA - INDE

Representative
R.S. PARODA
Director General
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-110001
India
Tel:  91-11-3382629
Telefax:  91-11-3384773/3387293
E-mail:  RSP@ICAR.DELHI.NIC.IN

Alternate
Atul SINHA
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of India
Via XX Settembre 5
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4884642/3/4/5
Telefax:  39-6-48904470

Associate
C.S. SRINIVASAN
Deputy Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Krishi Bhavan
New Delhi
India
Tel:  91-11-3383627
Telefax:  91-11-3383228

INDONESIA - INDONESIE

Representative
I. Nyoman ARDHA
Agricultural AttachJ
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
Via Campania 55
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4880127
Telefax:  39-6-4880280

Alternate
Uu Suhadi MAWARDANA
Assistant Agricultural AttachJ
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
Via Campania 55
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4880127
Telefax:  39-6-4880280

IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF -
IRAN, REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D' -
IRAN, REPUBLICA ISLAMICA DEL

Representative
M. Saeed NOURI-NAEENI
Permanent Representative to FAO
Rome
Tel:  39-6-5743594
Telefax:  39-6-5747636

Alternate
Mehdi EBRAHIMI
Alternate Permanent Representative
  to FAO
Rome
Tel:  39-6-5743594
Telefax:  39-6-5747636

IRAQ   U¤�sU�U¤�sU� -

Representative
Kutaiba M. HASSAN
Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of
 Iraq to FAO
Via della Camilluccia 355
00135 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-3014359
Telefax:  39-6-3014445
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IRELAND - IRLANDE - IRLANDA

Representative
Ignatius BYRNE
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry
Agriculture House
Kildare St. Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel:  353-1-6072031
Telefax:  353-1-6616263

Alternate
Donald FEELEY
Department of Agriculture Food and Forestry
Agriculture House
Kildare St. Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel:  353-1-6072699
Telefax:  353-1-6616263

David BEEHAN
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of Ireland
Piazza di Campitelli 3
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel:   39-6-6979121
Telefax:  39-6-6792354

ISRAEL

ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA

ReprJsentant
Carlo FIDEGHELLI
Professeur
MinistPre des ressources agricoles, 
alimentaires et forestiPres
Via Fioranello 52
00134 Rome
Italie

SupplJants
Domenico STRAZZULLA
MinistPre des ressources agricoles, 
alimentaires et forestiPres
Via XX Settembre 20
00187 Rome
Italie

Fabrizio GRASSI
Institut SpJrimentale des Fruits Agricoles
MinistPre des Ressources agricoles, 
alimentaires et forJstiPres
Via Fioranello 52
00134 Rome
Italie

JAMAICA - JAMAIQUE

JAPAN - JAPON

Representative
Akio YAMAMOTO
Deputy Director (Genetic Resources)
Liaison and Coordination Division
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Research Council Secretariat
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry

and Fisheries
1-2-1, Kasumiguseki, Chiyoda-Ku,
Tokyo 100
Japan
Tel:  81-3-35013780
Telefax:  81-3-55118622
E-mail:  IRR00099@niftyserve.or.jp

Alternates
Etsuo KITAHARA
Minister
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of Japan
Via Quintino Sella 60
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-48799410
Telefax:  39-6-48799413

Yoshihide ENDO
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of Japan
Via Quintino Sella 60
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-48799412
Telefax:  39-6-48799413

JORDAN - JORDANIE - JORDANIA - UÐso¬UÐso¬

KENYA

Representative



Paul K. CHEPKWONY
Agricultural AttachJ
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Kenya
Via Archimede 164
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8082714
Telefax:  39-6-8082707

Associate
Joseph BOINET
Second Secretary
Embassy of Kenya
Via Archimede 164
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8082714
Telefax:  39-6-8082707

KOREA REPUBLIC OF -
COREE, REPUBLIQUE DE -
COREA, REPUBLICA DE

Representative
Seong Hee LEE
Director
International Cooperation Division
Rural Development Administration
Suweon 250, Kyeonggido
Korea
Tel:  82-331-2720755
Telefax:  82-331-2739357
E-mail:  ITCC@chollian.kor.com

LATVIA - LETTONIE - LETONIA

LEBANON - LIBAN - LIBANO -

LESOTHO

Representative
Rankakala M.N. LEPHEANA
Chairman of the Lesotho NPGRC and
Deputy Programme Director
Crops Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Box 7260
Maseru 100
Lesotho
Tel:  26-6-322971/324827
Telefax:  26-6-310517

Alternates
Maxwell Tieiso KHALEMA
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho
Via Serchio 8
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8542496
Telefax:  39-6-8542527

LIBERIA

LIBYA - LIBYE - LIBIA  - ¤¸W¸U¤¸W¸U

Representative
Mansur Mabruk SEGHAYER
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Socialist

People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to FAO
Via Nomentana 365
00162 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-86320951/4/5/6
Telefax:  39-6-8603880
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LITHUANIA - LITUANIE - LITUANIA

Representative
Algirdas ZEMAITIS
Ambassador
Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of

Lithuania to FAO
Via al Quarto Miglio 111
00178 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-7187297
Telefax:  39-6-7182225

MADAGASCAR

ReprJsentant
RaphaNl RABE
ChargJ d'Affaires a.i.
ReprJsentant adjoint auprPs de la FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique de Madagascar
Via Riccardo Zandonai 84/A
00194 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-36300183
Telefax:  39-6-3294306

MALAWI

Representative
Lucius NSAPATO
Gene Bank Curator
Ministry of Agricultural Research and

Livestock Development
Box 30779, Lilongwe 3
Malawi
Tel:  265-767222
Telefax:  265-784656/7833450

MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA

Representative
Eng Siang LIM
Principal Assistant Secretary
Resources and Institutions Development

Division
 Ministry of Agriculture

Wisma Tani
Jalan Sultan Salahuddin
50624 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Tel:  60-3-4403271
Telefax:  60-3-2917991
E-mail:  sil3@smtp.moa.my

Alternate
Khairuddin Md. TAHIR
Agricultural AttachJ
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Federation of Malaysia
Via Nomentana 297
00162 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8419296
Telefax:  39-6-8555110

Adviser
Mrs Fadzillah KAMARUDDIN
Advisory and International Law Division
Attorney General's Chambers
Bangunan Bank Rakyat
Jln. Tangsi
Kuala Lumpur 50512
Malaysia
Tel:  60-3-2923077/2992470
Telefax:  60-3-2910163

Associate
Ab. Ghaffar A. TAMBI
Assistant Agricultural AttachJ
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Federation of Malaysia
Via Nomentana 297
00162 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8415764
Telefax:  39-6-85555040



MALDIVES - MALDIVAS

MALI

Representative
Panganignou DOLO
Chef UnitJ des Ressources GJnJtiques
Institut d'Economie Rurale
B.P. 258
Bamako
Mali
TJl:  223-225215
TJlJfax:   223-223775

MALTA - MALTE

Representative
Francis MONTANARO MIFSUD
Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of

Malta to FAO
Lungotevere Marzio 12
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-6879990/6879947
Telefax:  39-6-6892687

MAURITANIA - MAURITANIE -

MAURITIUS - MAURICE - MAURICIO
MEXICO - MEXIQUE

Representante
Eduardo BENITEZ PAULIN
Director, Servicio Nacional de

Inspecci\n y Certificaci\n de Semillas
SecretarRa de Agricultura, GanaderRa

y Desarrollo Rural
Lope de Vega 125 - 8E
Polanco, MJxico D.F.
MJxico
Tel:  525-2039427
Telefax:  525-2506483

Alternos
JosJ ROBLES-AGUILAR
Representante Permanente Alterno

ante la FAO
Embajada de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 16
00161 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-4404393
Telefax:  39-6-4403876

JosJ ELIAS LEAL
Representante de la SecretarRa de Medio

Ambiente, Recursos Naturales y Pesca
ante la FAO

Embajada de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 16
00161 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-4404393/4404400
Telefax:  39-6-4403876

MONGOLIA - MONGOLIE

MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS -
U¤¨�sW -

ReprJsentant
Abdesselem ARIFI
ReprJsentant SupplJant Permanent auprPs

de la FAO
Ambassade du Royaume du Maroc
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 8-10
00161 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-4402524
TJlJfax: 39-6-4402695
E-mail:  sifamaroma@ambasciatadelmarocco.it
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Adjoint
Ahmed AFAILAL
ReprJsentant adjoint auprPs de la FAO
Ambassade du Royaume du Maroc
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 8-10
00161 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-4402587
TJlJfax:  39-6-4402695

¨¬U¶W

  ¿g¨o ¿�Î¤¼

  U¤¨¨_¤ U¤oUÅ¨ U¤¨¬U¶W ¤o¼ U¤¨¬�¨´

  s¶¨U

MOZAMBIQUE - MOZAMBICO

Representative
Mario DA SILVA
Chairman of the National Plant Genetic

Centre
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
C.P. 3658
Maputo
Mozambique
Telefax:  258-1-460074

Alternate
Paulino MUNISSE
National Institute of Agronomic Research
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
C.P. 3658
Maputo
Mozambique
Tel:  258-1-460097
Telefax:  258-1-460074

MYANMAR

Representative
Kyi WIN
Third Secretary
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar
Via Vincenzo Bellini 20
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8549374
Telefax:  39-6-8413167

NEPAL

Representative
Bimal BANIYA
Director, NARC
Ministry of Agriculture
Lalitpur
Nepal
Tel:  977-1-524913
Telefax:  977-1-521197

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS - PAISES BAJOS

Representative
Alexander HEYDENDAEL
Sector Manager
Plant Propagating Material
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature

Management and Fisheries
P.O. Box 20401
2500 EK The Hague
Netherlands
Tel:  31-70-3792254
Telefax:  31-70-3476809
E-mail:  A.J.F.Heydendael@DL.AGRO.NL

Alternates
Peter VERMEIJ
Deputy Director Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature

Management and Fisheries
Bezuidenhoutseweg 73
2500 EK The Hague
Netherlands

Ewald J.N. BROUWERS
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of

the Netherlands to FAO
Via delle Terme Deciane 6
00153 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5740306
Telefax:  39-6-5744927



NEW ZEALAND - NOUVELLE-ZELANDE -
NUEVA ZELANDIA

Representative
Peter KETTLE
Director
Science and Resources Policy
Ministry of Agriculture
P.O. Box 2526
Wellington
New Zealand
Tel:  64-4-4744100
Telefax:  64-4-4730118
E-mail:  kettlep@policy.maf.govt.nz

NICARAGUA

NIGER

NORWAY - NORVEGE - NORUEGA

Representative

Jan P. BORRING
Ministry of Environment
P.O. Box 8013 Dep.
0030 Oslo
Norway
Tel:  47-22-245963
Telefax:  47-22-249561
E-mail:jan.petter.borring@mdpost.md.dep.telemax.no

Adviser
Nordahl ROALDSOY
Ministry of Agriculture
P.O. Box 8007 Dep.
Oslo
Norway

PAKISTAN

Representative
Shahid RASHID
Agricultural Counsellor
Alternate Permanent Representative to

FAO
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Via dellla Camilluccia 682
00135 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-3294836
Telefax:  39-6-36301936

PANAMA

Representante
Horacio MALTEZ
Representante Adjunto ante la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica de

Panam< ante la FAO
Viale del Vignola 39
00196 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-3219587
Telefax:  39-6-3211692

PAPUA NEW GUINEA -
PAPOUASIE-NOUVELLE-GUINEE -
PAPUA NUEVA GUINEA

PARAGUAY

PERU - PEROU

Representante
Paul PAREDES PORTELLA
Encargado de Negocios a.i.
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante

la FAO
Representaci\n Permanente de la Repdblica del

Perd ante la FAO
Lungotevere Portuense 150 - Int. 17
00153 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-5809782
Telefax:  39-6-5809782

PHILIPPINES - FILIPINAS

Representative
Noel D. DE LUNA
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines
Via. S. Valentino 12
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8083530/1
Telefax:  39-6-8084219
E-mail:  Philippines.Emb@AGORA.STM.IT



Alternates
Ms MarRa Luisa B. GAVINO
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines
Via S. Valentino 12
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-8083530/1
Telefax:   39-6-8084219
E-mail:  Philippines.Emb@AGORA.STM.IT

Ms Pamela FERNANDEZ
Assistant Professor
Department of Agronomy
University of the Philippines
Los BaZos, College, Laguna
Philippines
Tel:  63-94-5362468
Telefax:  63-94-5362468
E-mail:  pgf@mudspring.uplb.edu.ph

POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA

Representative
Zofia BULINSKA RADONSKA
Plant Breeding and Acclimatization

Institute
Ministry of Agriculture
05-870 Blonie
Poland
Tel:  48-22-7253611
Telefax:  48-22-7254714

PORTUGAL

Representative
LuRs GUSMmO
National Coordinator for

Plant Genetic Resources
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development

and Fisheries
EAN - Quinta do MarquJs
2780 Oeiras
Portugal
Tel:  351-1-4416855
Telefax:  351-1-4416011

Alternate
Eliseu BETTENCOURT
Genebank Curator
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development

and Fisheries
EAN - Genebank
2780 Oeiras
Portugal
Tel:  351-1-4416855
Telefax:  351-1-4416011

ROMANIA - ROUMANIE - RUMANIA

ReprJsentant
Gheorghe APOSTOIU
ReprJsentant permanent adjoint auprPs

de la FAO
Ambassade de Roumanie
Via Nicolb Tartaglia 36
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8084529
TJlJfax:  39-6-8084995

SupplJant
Mihail DOBRE
ReprJsentant permanent supplJant auprPs

de la FAO
Ambassade de Roumanie
Via Nicolb Tartaglia 36
00197 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8084423
TJlJfax:  39-6-8084995

RWANDA

SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS -
SAINT KITTS-ET-NEVIS -
SAN KITTS Y NIEVES

SAINT LUCIA - SAINTE-LUCIE -
SANTA LUCIA

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES -
SAINT-VINCENT-ET-LES-GRENADINES -
SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS

SAMOA



SAUDI ARABIA, KINGDOM OF
ARABIE SAOUDITE, ROYAME D'
ARABIA SAUDITA, REINO DE
U¤¨¨¤U¤¨¨¤ ´́ U¤�sW¸´U¤�sW¸´ U¤w�¶o¸´U¤w�¶o¸´

Representative
Ahmed Suleiman AL-AQUIL
Minister Plenipotentiary to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia to FAO
Via della Piramide Cestia 63
00153 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5740901
Telefax:  39-6-5758916
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Alternate
Bandar SHALHOOB
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia to FAO
Via della Piramide Cestia 63
00153 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5740901
Telefax:  39-6-5748916
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SENEGAL

ReprJsentant
Paul T. SENGHOR
Institut de recherches agricoles
MinistPre de l'agriculture
DG/ISRA
BP 3120
Dakar
SJnJgal
TJl:  221-322428/611751
TJlJfax:  221-611891

SuplJants

Moussa Bocar LY
Ministre Conseiller
ReprJsentant permanent adjoint auprPs de la

FAO
Ambassade de la RJpublique du SJnJgal
Via Giulia 66
00186 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-6865212/6872353
TJlJfax:  39-6-6865212

Abdoulaye DIALLO
DeuxiPme Secretaire
Ambassade du SJnJgal prPs le Quirinal
Via Giulia 66
Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-6865212
TJlJfax:  39-6-6865212

SIERRA LEONE

SLOVAKIA - SLOVAQUIE - ESLOVAQUIA

Representative
Ms M<ria KADLECIKOVA
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
Via dei Colli della Farnesina 144
00194 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-36308741/3
Telefax:  39-6-36303086

Adviser
Mrs Alzbeta ZOFAJOVA
Deputy Director
Research Institute of Plant Production
921 68 Piestany
Slovakia

Associate
Marek BARTKO
Assistant Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
Via dei Colli della Farnesina 144
00194 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-36308741
Telefax:  39-636303086



SLOVENIA - SLOVENIE - ESLOVENIA

Representative
Danilo BELOGLAVEC
Minister Plenipotentiary to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of

Slovenia to FAO
Via della Traspontina 15
00193 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-52355112
Telefax:  39-6-52355112

SOLOMON ISLANDS - ILES SALOMON -
ISLAS SALOMON

SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD -
SUDAFRICA

Representative
Chris BLIGNAUT
Deputy Director-General
Production Economics and

Marketing
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag x250
Pretoria
South Africa
Tel:  27-12-3196008
Telefax:  27-12-3196452
E-mail:  LINDA@BADI.AGRIC.SA

Alternate
Walter LOUBSER
Deputy Director
Plant and Seed Control
National Department of Agriculture
Directorate of Plant and Seed Control
Private Bag x258
Pretoria  0001
South Africa
Tel:  27-12-3196675
Telefax:  27-12-3197279

SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPAYYA

Representante
JosJ Miguel BOLIVAR SALCEDO
Consejero TJcnico AgrRcola y Forestal
Ministerio de Agricultura,

Pesca y Alimentaci\n
JosJ Abascal 56
28003 Madrid
EspaZa
Tel:  34-1-3473949
Telefax:  34-1-3473931

Suplentes
Javier PIERNAVIEJA NIEMBRO
Agregado de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentaci\n
Representante Permanente Adjunto

ante la FAO
Embajada de EspaZa
Largo dei Lombardi 21
00186 Roma
Italia
Tel:  39-6-6869539
Telefax:  39-6-6873076

Asesor
Ricardo LOPEZ DE HARO Y WOOD
Director TJcnico de Certificaci\n y

Registro de Variedades
Subdirecci\n General de Semillas y
 Plantas de Vivero
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y

Alimentaci\n
JosJ Abascal 4
Madrid
EspaZa
Tel:  91-3476920
Telefax:  91-5942768

SRI LANKA

Representative
Don Bhathiya SUMITHRAARACHCHI
Director
Botanic Gardens
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry
Peradeniya
Sri Lanka
Tel:  94-8-88238
Telefax:  94-8-88238
E-mail:  DIR_NBG@SLT.LK



SUDAN - SOUDAN U¤w¶oU¬U¤w¶oU¬ -

Representative
M.S.M.A. HARBI
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 24
00161 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4403071
Telefax:  39-6-4402358
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SURINAME

SWEDEN - SUEDE - SUECIA

Representative
Ulf SVENSSON
Assistant Under-Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
S-103 33 Stockholm
Sweden
Tel:  46-8-4051088
Telefax:  46-8-105061

Alternates
Stefan BERGGREN
Special Adviser
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
S-103 23 Stockholm
Sweden
Tel:  46-8-4051000
E-mail:stefan.berggren@foreign.ministry.se

Roland VON BOTHMER
Professor
Department Plant Breeding
Swedish University of Agricultural

Sciences
S-268 31 Svalov
Sweden
Tel:  46-418-67072
Telefax:  46-418-67081
E-mail:  roland.von.bothmer@vf.slu.se

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUISA

ReprJsentant
Gert KLEIJER
Adjoint scientifique
Station FJdJrale de Recherches en

production vJgJtale
Changins, Nyon
Switzerland

SupplJant
Igor MARINCEK
ReprJsentant permanent auprPs de la FAO
ReprJsentation permanente de Suisse auprPs de

la FAO
Viale Aventino 89
00153 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-5756293
TJlJfax:  39-6-5756321

SYRIA - SYRIE - SIRIA w¶s¸´w¶s¸´ -

TANZANIA - TANZANIE

Representative
W.Y.F. MARANDU
Curator
National Plant Genetic Resources Centre
P.O. Box 3024
Arusha
Tanzania
Tel:  255-57-8814/5
Telefax:  255-57-8217/8242
E-mail: tpri@marie.gn.apc.org

THAILAND - THAILANDE - TAILANDIA

Representative
Pinit KORSIEPORN
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Office of Agricultural Affairs
Royal Thai Embassy
Via Zara 9
00198 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-4402234
Telefax:  39-6-4402029

TOGO



TONGA

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO -
TRINITE-ET-TOBAGO -
TRINIDAD Y TABAGO

TUNISIA - TUNISIE - TUNEZ   [¶¬w -

ReprJsentant
Salah HAMDI
ReprJsentant permanent auprPs de la FAO
ReprJsentation permanente de la RJpublique

tunisienne auprPs de la FAO
Via Asmara 7
00199 Rome
Italie
TJl:  39-6-8601700
TJlJfax:  39-6-86214840
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TURKEY - TURQUIE - TURQUIA

UGANDA - OUGANDA

Representative
Wilberforce SAKIRA
Alternate Permanent Representative

to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Uganda
Via Ennio Quirino Visconti 8
00193 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-3225220
Telefax:  39-6-3203174

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI -
REINO UNIDO

Representative
Ms Susan BUCKENHAM
Head of Plant Genetic Resources Branch
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries

and Food
Nobel House
17 South Square
London SW1A 3JR
United Kingdom
Tel:  44-171-2385588
Telefax:  44-171-2385597
E-mail:  s.buckenham@rpc.maff.gov.uk

David SANDS SMITH
Permanent Representative to FAO
British Embassy
(Office of the Permanent Representative)
Viale Aventino 36, Int. 1
00153 Rome
Italy
Tel:  39-6-5781535
Telefax:  39-6-5748231

Adviser
Ms Linda BROWN
Senior Environment Adviser
Overseas Development Administration
94 Victoria Street
London SW1E 5JL
United Kingdom
Tel: 44-171-9170537
Telefax:  44-171-9170679

Ms Katherine COOK
Lawyer
Department of Environment
P31119
2 Marsham St.
London SW1P
United Kingdom
Tel:  44-171-2764241
Telefax:  44-171-2766658



URUGUAY

Representante
Gustavo BLANCO DE MARCO
Director
Direcci\n General de Semillas AgrRcolas
Ministerio de GanaderRa, Agricultura

y Pesca
Av. Millan 4703
Montevideo
Uruguay
Tel:  5982-397924
Telefax:  5982-396053

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE -
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA

Representative
Ms Melinda L. KIMBLE
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of International Organization

Affairs
Department of State
2201 C St NW
Washington, D.C. 20520
United States of America
Tel: 1-202-6479604
Telefax: 1-202-7364116

Alternates
Ms Vanessa LAIRD
Attorney Adviser
Office of the Legal Adviser
Department of State
2201 C St NW
Washington, D.C. 20520
United States of America
Tel: 1-202-6471370
Telefax: 1-202-7367115

Henry L. SHANDS
Associate Deputy Administrator

for Genetic Resources
Agricultural Research Service
Department of Agriculture
Independence Avenue, 14th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20520
United States of America
Tel: 1-301-5045059
Telefax: 1-301-5046699
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