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Third Project cycle of the Benefit-
sharing Fund

Window 3
Co-development and transfer of technologies 

projects
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3rd project cycle: 22 projects approved in March 2015 targeting 44 developing 
countries

 21% in Africa

 23% in Near East 

 21% in GRULAC

 18% in Asia

 16% in SWP 

 2 in ERG

Total Funds : 11,000,000 USD  (main donor: Norway, European Union, Italy )

12 Window 3 projects approved

 8 % in Africa

 25 % in Near East 

 17 % in GRULAC

 42 % in Asia

 8 % in SWP 

Benefit-sharing Fund
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Scope and beneficiaries:

 co-development and transfer of key technologies which will enable the exchange of 
value added information on PGRFA, and in particular those that are related to the use 
of species in the genepool of the Multilateral System

 include activities such as  the creation of PGRFA molecular, phenotypic and genotypic
information, marker assisted selection systems to facilitate breeding for useful traits, 
development of climate-ready traits and plant varieties, transfer, co-development 
and deployment of technologies to support use of bioinformatics tools 

 the primary beneficiaries will be research institutions, gene banks, scientists and 
breeders, and ultimately resource-poor rural populations in the target countries

Size and duration

 Single country projects

Maximum funding: US$ 300 000
Duration: 2 years

 Multi-country projects
Maximum funding: USD 500.000
Duration: 3 years

Window 3: Co-development and Transfer of 
Technologies 
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Window 3 projects: partnerships arrangements

W3A

Single 

country

A leading developing Contracting Party that had identified a problem to be addressed in 
its country will work together with partnering institutions that have the 
necessary/complementary know how, skills, technologies and information that are 
required to solve the identified problem

Lead institution=applicant institution=main beneficiary

A typical partnership: involves a national research institution in a developing country 
working in partnership with a research institute from another country, to develop a 
particular item of technology and transferring it to the lead institution for further 
adaptation, testing, use and dissemination.
Partnership arrangements will always benefit developing Contracting Parties

W3B

Multi 

country

A consortium of institutions comes together to solve a similar problem being faced in 
different countries that are developing countries and Contracting Parties to the Treaty.

The consortium can include national partners of the beneficiary and regional or 
international partners who have complementary technologies and information, and  are 
operating or creating large-scale data hubs and repositories. 

Partners in the consortium will work together in the co-development and utilization of 
technologies that enable the utilization of PGRFA for the generation, exchange and 
utilization of molecular, phenotypic and genotypic information
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Window 3 projects

Executing agencies

50%

8%

25%

17%

National Research
Institutes

Regional Research
Institutes

International Research
Institutes

University
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 Local varieties genetically analysed to discover the presence of potentially useful
alleles;

 Germplasm phenotyped for traits of potential value for adaptation to CC;

 Marker assisted selection systems to facilitate breeding for traits relevant for 
adaptation to CC;

 Breeding populations developed through crossing with crop wild relatives having 
useful traits;

 Information created, disseminated and accessed on scientific, technical and 
environmental matters related to PGRFA, including genotypic and phenotypic data;

 Technologies transferred, co-developed and deployed to support use of 
bioinformatics tools for exchange of information on PGRFA; 

 Specialized tools available, transferred and deployed for integrated data analysis and 
interpretation of germplasm, genomic and phenotypic data;

 Capacity of involved institutions strengthened to use information management 
systems that support the discovery and use of traits that facilitate adaptation to the 
possible effects of climate change.
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Window 3: support to implementation h
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Ensure good delivery under the project (backstopping by 
qualified institutions)

Share experiences among implementing entities 
(methodologies, lessons learned)

Explore thematic coherence among the projects (study on 
technology pathways)

Assessment of further technology needs

A role for the Platform?
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Future calls for proposals: recommendations h
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To strengthen the programmatic approach in order to make
support to the BSF more attractive

 providing greater predictability to donors (planned activities, 
targeted outputs, impacts) 

 improving thematic coherence between individual projects, 
and project cycles;

 developing a long-term investment strategy, with objectives
and results;

 promoting synergy between the Benefit-Sharing Fund and the 
Funding Strategy

A role for the Platform?


