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Outline of the Dynamic Conservation Plan 

1 Ongoing Efforts 

（1）Adopting Protection Measures 

First, Xiajin County has conducted surveys on the old trees to learn 

about the numbers and owners of the old trees, and recorded basic 

parameters of the trees, such as height, diameter, crown and location. In 

addition, the County has begun to put tags on the old trees which signify 

that they are under protection. 

Second, analyses have been conducted on the current situation of the 

system. The analyses show that the old mulberry trees in the ancient course 

of the Yellow River were planted across a wide span of time. There are 2 

trees over 1,000 years old and 550 trees at ages between 700 and 800 years.  

The rest are over 100 years old. There are also over 10,000 old trees of 

other species, such as apricot, pear, persimmon and hawthorn. 

Third, function zones have been designated for the protection and 

development of the heritage system. There are five of them, namely: the 

protection zone of old mulberry trees, the zone for developing the 

mulberry industry, the zone for developing featured economic woods, the 

comprehensive development zone at the middle, and the zone for the 

recovery of eco-functions. This arrangement is made considering the 

features of the old mulberry woods, the principles of the protection and 
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development efforts, and the current situation of Xiajin County and its 

advantages. 

（2）Formulating Protection Policies 

A high-level workshop was held in July 2014. Xiajin County 

convened the “Seminar on Protecting and Developing the Agro-Culture 

Heritage of the Old Mulberry Woods at the Ancient Course (Xiajin) of the 

Yellow River”. Over 50 experts of agro-cultural heritage, the mulberry and 

silkworm industries attended the seminar, including LI Wenhua, XIANG 

Zhonghuai, SU Huairui, the academicians of the China Academy of 

Engineering. They gave helpful advice on protecting and developing the 

agro-cultural heritages, building a compatible agricultural system, 

extending the value chain of the mulberry culture industry, and various 

usages of the old trees. Advice on Furthering the Protection and 

Development of the Agro-Cultural Heritage of the Old Mulberry Trees at 

the Ancient Course of the Yellow River was submitted to the Shandong 

Provincial Government following the meeting, which got the attention of 

the Provincial Government. Thanks to the seminar, stronger measures have 

been adopted to protect the resources, and promote the mulberry industry. 

The seminar promoted the benefit in integrating production, education and 

research. 

A Plan for Protecting and Developing the Agro-Heritage of the Old 

Mulberry Trees at the Ancient Course (Xiajin) of the Yellow River has 
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been formulated(Fig.1). In 2014, the Xiajin County Government entrusted 

the China Academy of Sciences and other research institutions to form a 

high-level cross-disciplinery expert team. The team conducted field 

investigations, literature search and consultations, the results of which 

have been used to formulate the Plan, which is in line with the basic 

requirements of protecting and developing agro-cultural heritage and the 

related situations of Xiajin. The Planning has clarified the scope of the 

heritage system and the function zones. Other parts of the Plan include: a 

stringent action plan to protect the agricultural ecosystem, culture and 

landscape, practical measures for developing eco-agricultural products and 

sustainable tourism, a capacity development plan that focuses on culture, 

decision making, operation and management capabilities. 

Fig.1 Function Division 
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（3）Building related Brands 

The County has been to great lengths to develop eco-tourism, which 

has resulted in the Ancient Yellow River Course Forest Park. In 2006, the 

Park was put on the list of municipal forest parks by the Dezhou Forestry 

Bureau. In 2009, it was put in the list of provincial forest parks; and in 

2015 on the list of national forest parks. Since 2006, several tourist sites 

have been built, such as the Yishou Garden, the Xingwu Garden, the 

Xiangxue Garden, the Huailin Shengwu Garden, and the Ping’an Lake 

Wetland. Activities like the Pear Flower Festival, the Picking of 

Mulberries, and the Picking of Pear have been held since 2008. All these 

efforts have resulted in the eco-tourism brand, “Visit the Ancient Course of 

the Yellow River, Taste the Fruit of Mulberry Trees over 1,000 years old”. 

Over 1.3 million tourists per year visit the park.  

Many efforts have been made in becoming a NIAHS and GIAHS. In 

2014, the system was named a NIAHS by the Ministry of Agriculture. In 

2015, the County has been working with the Institute of Geographic 

Sciences and Natural Resources Research of the China Academy of 

Sciences on the proposal to be awarded the international GIAHS 

designation. 

The mulberry industry is promoted by different measures. The 

“Xiajin Mulberry” has been registered as a product of geographic 

indication. Investment has been introduced into several cultural, leisure 
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and resort projects surrounding the forest park, such as the Oriental 

Mulberry Cultural Industrial Park, the Wanjing Health Care and Nursing 

Base, the Deba Hot Spring Resort.  

（4）Setting up Platforms of Production, Education and Research 

The Xiajin County has been building platforms of production, 

education and research, through which research can be use in protecting 

and developing the old mulberry woods. Following are some examples. 

The County and the Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 

Resources Research of the China Academy of Sciences have entered into a 

framework agreement of cooperation in areas such as agro-cultural 

heritage protection, sustainable tourism and regional development. A 

framework agreement has been signed between the County and the State 

Key Laboratory of Silkworm Genome Biology on topics including the 

silkworm gene sequencing and protection, multiple utilization of 

silkworms and the development of the silkworm industry.  

2 Action Plan 

2.1 Protecting the Agro-Ecology 

First, the protection of agro-biodiversity. An investigation will be 

conducted on the biodiversity of the heritage system to evaluate the species 

by number and importance. Biological controls will be promoted to deal 

with pests and diseases. The weeds in the field will be removed by hand or 
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cut out. The number of plants and species in the system will be controlled 

at a reasonable level so as to effectively protect the endemic species. An 

improved system will be put in place to evaluate foreign species to be 

introduced into the system.  

Second, the protection of old tree resources. A survey will be 

conducted across the County to learn about the following information of 

the old trees: species, number of trees, location, planting technologies, 

ecological and economic benefits. Stronger measures will be taken to 

protect the old trees and famous trees in the heritage site, especially those 

in the ancient course of the Yellow River. The old trees will be rejuvenated. 

The information collection and registration of old trees will be enhanced. 

Pest and disease control will be strengthened. The very old trees and trees 

that are sick will be placed under special care.  

Third, the protection of mulberry germplasm resources. The County 

will build the largest economic tree germplasm nursery in north China 

based on old trees and various economic trees at the heritage site. Through 

the propagation of the old trees and famous trees, more quality species will 

be cultivated. A system will be built for the nutrient analyses of mulberry 

products. The germplasm repository of mulberry will be constructed, in 

which a large number of mulberry seeds will be stored in perpetuity. ?.  

Fourth, the protection of the ecological environment of the heritage 

site. A monitoring network of non-point pollution and pollution from daily 
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life will be set up. Long-term observation and research of the system’s 

eco-functions will be conducted. A dynamic assessment and 

whistle-blowing system will be put in place, which will monitor the health 

of the resources in the system. As to water, more foreign water will be let in. 

In addition, the County will do its best to reduce the waste of water. For 

example, drip irrigation, spray irrigation and other water saving 

technologies will be used. More water efficient irrigation facilities will be 

built.   

Five, the protection of traditional eco-agricultural technologies. 

Information on the species planted or raised in the old mulberry woods, 

and the cultivation technologies will be collected. Traditional production 

and management technologies will be used mostly, such as applying green 

fertilizer, farmyard manure, painting the trunk with oil residue, wrapping 

the trunk with thin film. Natural resources, such as sunshine, heat, water 

and soil, will be made full use of. Eco-agriculture practices include 

promoting agro-forestry and circular agriculture. 
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Fig.2 The Protection of Agro-Ecology 

2.2 Protecting the Agri-Culture 

First, surveys and research on the mulberry culture will be conducted 

on agri-culture, folk arts, artists, skills, customs, proverbs, folk songs, 

poems, and the old buildings. Fresh understanding of the mulberry culture 

will be gained. Sound protection policies will be made. The County will try 

to get the valuable intangible heritages and relics certified as municipal, 

provincial or even national intangible cultural heritages, and place them 

under protection. The application of GIAHS will be promoted to further 

the influence of Xiajin’s mulberry culture.  

Second, the mulberry culture will be sustained and promoted. The 

County will select lost traditional activities and mulberry festivities that are 

valuable and restore them. The purpose is to protect the original mulberry 
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culture and pass it on. People who are doing a great job in inheriting 

traditional production practices will be selected. Their efforts to pass on the 

agri-cultural heritage will be recognized and supported. The old mulberry 

woods at the ancient course of the Yellow River are a symbol of China’s 

agri-culture. Building on this, the system will be developed into a 

demonstration base for the protection of sericulture heritage, a 

multi-functional mulberry industry, and modern mulberry and sericulture 

industries.  

Third, the presenting and advertising of the mulberry culture will be 

promoted. Relics and specimens on the planting and history of mulberry 

trees will be collected. An old mulberry tree museum will be built, which 

will be the first in China. A mulberry theme park will also be built, 

presenting the mulberry culture and quality products. It will also be a place 

for mulberry culture studies, shows and other entertainments. Regular 

festivities will be held which will display and advertise intangible heritage, 

such as festivities, literature, art and culinary culture. Media exposure will 

make the mulberries produced at Xiajin more popular. Regular national 

seminars on mulberry culture will be held. Books on the old mulberry tree 

agri-cultural heritage will be published. Publicity materials will be 

prepared.  

Fourth, the old villages and buildings will be renovated. According to 

the results of the surveys on mulberry culture, old villages, buildings and 
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agricultural production facilities will be renovated/restored. For those old 

buildings with historic, research and ornamental values, they can be 

developed into tourism facilities, as long as their conditions/authenticity 

would not be compromised.  

 

Fig.3 The Protection of Agri-Culture 

2.3 Protecting the Rural Landscape 

First, surveys will be conducted on the landscapes of the heritage 

system. The surveys will identify the landscape factors, land layout and 

connections that survive the history of the heritage system, and are of great 

significance to the integrity of rural landscapes and people’s spiritual needs. 

The landscapes include agricultural production landscapes, extensive land 

utilization, and rural culture and rural lives. As a result of the surveys, a 
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landscape database will be built.  

Second, actions will be taken to protect and improve the landscapes at 

the core protection zone. The forest landscape at the core protection zone 

will be made more diversified by changing the structure of the forest, 

thinning and replanting, and planting diversified species, etc. Tourism and 

infrastructure construction in the four areas where the number of the old 

mulberry trees is the highest will be strictly controlled. No changes will be 

made to these areas. Harmony will be achieved among the old trees, sand 

dunes, rivers and villages in the core protection area.  

Third, the rural environment will be improved. More efforts will be 

made to dispose of the domestic garbage in the villages. A service system 

will be built for producing biogas and straw gas. Projects will be launched 

to dispose of agricultural pollutants, such as agricultural film. Cleaner 

energy, such as solar power, will be used. The poplar trees at the heritage 

site will receive treatments that reduce the catkins they produce, which 

cause air pollution. Empty houses in poor condition, and the houses built 

against the regulations in the core protection zones will be removed. As for 

the farmers’ houses that are in poor condition, they will be renovated by 

the farmers. The government will provide them with financial and 

technological support. The overall appearance of the villages will be 

improved by landscaping.   

Fourth, the layout of production and living areas will be optimized. 
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The sand dune landscape will be constrained. Together with the farmers the 

agricultural landscapes will be improved by increasing the number of 

plants, planting diversified species together, mixing the arbors with crops, 

and by appropriate arrangements of the patches and corridors. Key 

scenarios will be improved, such as the entrance of the villages, the 

residential areas and the leisure areas, so as to improve the overall 

appearance of the villages.  

Five, the improvement of the rural landscapes will be monitored by an 

organization that will be set up to monitor and manage the landscapes. 

Those behaviours and projects that negatively affect the landscapes will be 

stopped. Efforts will be made to maintain the landscapes after 

improvement. More advertisement and education activities will be 

organized to let the rural residents see the values of the landscapes, and that 

landscaping is not just about improving their living conditions and 

protecting the ecological environment, but is closely linked to their 

economic interests.   



13 

 

Fig.4 The Protection of Agricutlural Landcapes  

2.4 Developing Eco-Products 

The first action is building production bases for mulberry products. 

The heritage site has an abundant supply of sandy land, on which new and 

eco-garden of mulberry trees will be developed.. New mulberry species 

will be introduced into these gardens, such as species for feed and for 

leaves. The woods at the existing eco-tourism zones will be improved in 

terms of the tree species and the structure. After that, the woods at the other 

areas of the ancient Yellow River course will be improved. The mulberry 

bases will be expanded. Hopefully, they will cover 100,000 mu in three to 

five years, and provide adequate resources for the mulberry industry.  

Second, eco-products will be developed and promoted. All kinds of 

eco-products will be developed, including agriculture products, livestock, 
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wild plants and deep-processing products. The deep-processing enterprises 

of mulberryy fruit, mulberry medicine, mulberry tea, mulberry wine and 

other indigenous agricultural products will be developed. The companies 

and cooperatives will be encouraged to obtain related certificates for their 

eco-products, such as the Pollution-Free Agricultural Product Certificate, 

the Green Food Certificate, the Organic Product Certificate and the 

Product with Geographic Indication Certificate. In addition, promotion of 

the agricultural products will be conducted through TV, radio, newspaper, 

magazine and other media channels, as well as agricultural exhibitions and 

other advertisement activities.  

Third, efforts will be made to cultivate leading enterprises and to 

build brands The processing industries of mulberry products will be 

promoted vigorously, and will be made the backbone industry. The 

mulberry wine industry will be promoted by key enterprises, such as the 

Oriental Purple Wine Company, the Shandong Carlos Wine Industry 

Company, the Shengyuan Group, the Shandong Agricultural Science and 

Technology Company. Companies that produce mulberry cans, glace 

mulberry, mulberry juice, mulberry tea, mulberry syrup and Phellinus 

igniarius will also be developed. By 2020, there will be 10 provincial 

leading enterprises, and 20 provincial brand products.  

Four, policy guidance and support for the mulberry industry. The 

farmers and companies will be encouraged to join in the efforts of industry 
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development. By extending the industrial chains, a multi-win situation will 

be created. Actions will be taken to attract businesses and investors. 

Private capital and foreign capital will be welcomed. The New Silk Road 

Mulberry Culture Industry Park will be built, around which the processing, 

research and sales of mulberry products will cluster. In addition to stable 

investment of fiscal funds, the County will try to obtain more financial 

supports from the Central Government and Provincial Government for the 

development of the mulberry industry.  

Five, cooperation and exchanges with higher education institutes and 

science and research institutions will be enhanced. This would increase the 

science and technology levels of the mulberry industry. Talent cultivation 

and disciplined system development will be stepped up. The development 

of an academician workstation, the germplasm bank of old mulberry trees, 

the mulberry industry technology innovation association will be pushed 

forward to provide intellectual support, including professionals and 

technologies, for the protection and development of the mulberry industry.  
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Fig.5 The Development of Eco-Products 

2.5 Developing Leisure Agriculture 

First, tourist products development and brand building. Five 

categories of ingenious tourist products will be developed, including 

eco-tours at the ancient course of the Yellow River, regional culture 

experience tour, science and education tour, leisure and health tour, 

sight-seeing and agricultural experience tour. The themes of these tourist 

products are sight-seeing, fruit picking and leisure at the Ancient Yellow 

River Course Forest Park. When developing these products, the biological, 

ecological, agricultural and industrial resources will be made full use of. In 

addition, new ideas and methods will be identified to integrate the 

mulberry culture, mulberry industry with the tourism industry. This will 
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result in innovative utilization modes of the old mulberry woods. Culture 

resources, such as the mulberry culture, drum culture, Yellow River culture 

and health culture will be explored and disseminated. One or two tourist 

brands of the agri-cultural heritage, the center of which is the old mulberry 

woods, will be developed.  

Second, developing leisure agricultural products. Making use of the 

heritage system, sight-seeing products will be upgraded. Exploring the 

neighbouring tourism market, leisure tourism will be pushed forward. 

Cultural tourism will be developed based on the mulberry culture. In the 

end, there will be five categories of leisure agriculture products, including 

leisure, research and education, cultural experience, sight-seeing in nature, 

and indigenous products. Agri-entertainment will be promoted, through 

which the tourists could taste the food of the rural areas, live in rural 

residences and pick fruit from the trees. Multi-functional leisure farms 

with good environments and a rich cultural atmosphere will be developed, 

the key functions of which are leisure agriculture and participatory 

agriculture.  

Third, improving the infrastructure. The construction of infrastructure, 

such as roads, water, and electricity and telecommunication facilities will 

be accelerated. Car parks with all necessary and clear signs will be built. 

Accommodation, catering, entertainment, garbage and sewage disposal 

facilities will be brought to the standards to create a comfortable and 
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beautiful environment. Sanitary standards will be met. The industrial 

facilities of leisure agriculture will be strengthened. More efforts will be 

made in the following aspects to make full use of the functions of 

agriculture: introduction of new animal and botanic species, demonstration 

projects of modern planting and cultivation technologies, agricultural 

devices and green and organic products.  

Four, improving the management and service system. Training of 

different levels and different topics will be organized for people in the 

leisure agriculture industries to improve the human resources. More 

supports will be given to the cooperatives and industrial associations of 

leisure agriculture to improve the industry’s capacity for self-governance. 

The research and education institutions will be given guidance in 

innovating, integrating and promoting the technological achievements of 

leisure agriculture. An industrial technology system and information 

service system will be built to provide more supports for leisure agriculture. 

The companies specialized in investment, and specialized projects will be 

introduced to give the market mechanism a more important role in the 

operations of leisure agriculture. Ingenious tourism routes that meet the 

tourists’ demands of catering, acommodation, transport, visiting, 

shopping and entertainment will be designed surrounding the mulberry 

culture. The routes will integrate the natural, cultural and agricultural 

landscapes of the heritage system.  
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Fig.6 The Development of Leisure Agriculture 

2.6 Building Cultural Consciousness  

First, knowledge about the agricultural heritage system will be 

disseminated. The following materials will be complied: books for the 

government officials, technology instructions for the farmers and reading 

materials for the pupils and middle school students. Content about their 

agri-cultural heritage will be added to the education plans, examinations 

and exhibitions in the schools. All these efforts aim to publicize knowledge 

about the mulberry culture of the Xiajin County, and make local people 

affectionate and proud of their mulberry tree heritage. Therefore, the 

stakeholders will have better understanding of and interest in the protection 

and development of the heritage system.  

Second, an environment more favorable for protecting and 

developing the heritage system will be created. Following are some of the 
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actions. Audio clips, tourism brochures and wall calendars about the 

heritage system will be made and distributed widely. In addition, the 

heritage system will be introduced and advertised through traditional 

media, such as newspaper, radio and TV, and new media, such as Weibo 

and Wechat. The content will be vivid and close to life.   

Third, the County will sponsor, participate in and organize cultural 

activities. Through these activities, especially academic activities, the 

diversified values and culture of the heritage system will be explored. The 

“Mulberry Culture and Picking Festival” will be organized periodically. 

Photography exhibitions and essay contests will be held to encourage the 

creation of essays, poems, novels and photos relating to the heritage 

system. These materials will be collected through these exhibitions and 

contests, which will attract the public’s attention to the heritage system, 

and help them learn more about the mulberry system.  

Four, the farmers’ understanding of traditional culture will be 

renewed. When developing the culture of the new countryside, the 

government at all levels will emphasize traditional culture, and help 

reshape the farmers’ value system. The cultural consciousness of the 

intellectual groups in the rural areas will be strengthened, to allow them a 

bigger play. Guidance will be given to help them understand and promote 

the cultural development of rural areas. They will become the internal 

driving force of rural cultural development.  
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2.7 Building Operation and Management Capacity 

First, the policies and regulations that affect heritage agriculture  will 

be improved. Policies and regulations that encourage the involvement of 

local community in the protection of the agri-cultural heritage system will 

be made and improved. In this way, community involvement will be 

backed by policies, and will be able to continue. A food traceability system 

and food safety assurance system will be constructed to prevent violations 

of laws. Organizations such as specialized agricultural cooperatives and 

agri-cultural heritage associations will be encouraged. A decision making 

platform that involves the governments, enterprises, farmers, experts, 

scholars and media will be built. A fund will be put up to support the 

mulberry industry. Accordingly, financial support policies will be made 

and implemented.  

Second, the human resources will be improved. Technical training for 

farmers will be enhanced to build up their science and technology capacity. 

Regular training on operation and management capacity will be held. The 

purpose is to build a team that knows about technologies, markets, and 

decision making. Regular training and seminars will be held on traditional 

technologies of mulberry tree cultivation, the protection of mulberry 

agriculture and the development of the mulberry industry. Experts from 

different areas will be invited to train the managerial personnel and farmers. 

The representatives of the managers and farmers will be organized to 
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attend conferences concerning agri-cultural heritage and its promotion. 

Third, bases for production, science and research will be built. Local 

enterprises will be encouraged to cooperate with nearby higher education 

institutions, science and research institutions in science, technology and 

tourism. The research on cultivation and selection of fine varieties, genetic 

breeding, deep processing and comprehensive utilization will be 

conducted at the bases mentioned above. In terms of existing research 

achievements and new planting technologies, their utilization will be 

promoted. At the same time,  sophisticated technologies of  other industries 

will be leveraged, or will provide a reference point, which will improve the 

enterprises’ innovation capacity.  

Four, an ecological compensation mechanism will be studied and 

implemented. The applicability of ecological compensation and the 

standards of compensation will be studied. The ecological compensation 

mechanism will gradually be set up in the core protection zone. 

Compensations will be made in situations that meet the standards. This 

mechanism will encourage economic behaviours that are environmental 

friendly and resources conservative through governmental transfers. Thus, 

it is conducive to maintaining a healthy ecosystem at the heritage site.  
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3 How the Actions Respond to the Threats and Opportunities 

3.1 Local Threats 

（1）Response to the Threats of the Nature and Human 

First, a mechanism that involves all stakeholders in the protection in 

the heritage site will be built. The local governments’ recognition of the 

importance of agri-cultural heritage will be improved, which will 

contribute to the smooth progress of related projects. Second, consistent 

efforts will make all departments see the contribution of agri-cultural 

heritage to the modernization of agriculture, a sustainable ecosystem and 

the building of the new countryside. Third, all parties play a role in 

protecting and developing the heritage system. For example, the national, 

provincial and municipal agricultural departments will play the leading 

role. The science and research departments will provide science and 

technology supports. Local governments will take care of implementation. 

Four, comprehensive research on the prevention and control of pests and 

disease will be conducted. Conferences, as well as science and education 

activities, will be organized. These actions will enhance the farmers’ 

awareness of the importance of protecting the heritage system.  

（2）Response to the Shortage of Labour Force of the Right Age 

First, trainings and seminars will be held to let the farmers understand 

the values of the old mulberry trees, and enhance the influence of the 

mulberry culture in the ancient course of the Yellow River. Second, the 
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targets of the protection and sustainable development will be achieved by 

promoting tourism and the culture industries. These would increase the 

farmers’ income and the comparative benefits of planting mulberry trees, 

which will reduce the outbound flow of the labour force. Third, festivities 

and activities related to the mulberry culture will be restored, which will 

help the local people develop affection for the mulberry trees. This would 

make local people more proactive in protecting local culture. Especially, 

efforts will be made to develop the young people’s affection for  mulberry 

farming. Four, compensations will be made to farmers. Methods and skills 

will be taught to the young people to make sure that they have the skills of 

mulberry cultivation and are attracted by using modern technology. 

（3）Response to Unsound Protection Measures 

First, an organization will be designated to manage the protection. 

Stringent reward, punish and evaluation policies will be implemented to 

crack down on behaviour that would harm the project. Second, the science 

literacy of the managerial personnel, technicians and farmers will be 

improved to make them more professional. The farmers’ ability to engage 

in different industries will be enhanced. Third, surveys on the structure of 

the heritage system and its weaknesses will be conducted for the 

development of targeted protection. The focuses will be placed on 

controlling pests and disease of the old trees, protecting the old trees that 

are sick and enhancing rejuvenation of the old trees. 
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（4）Response to the Impacts Caused by Tourism and other 

Development Activities 

First of all, tourism and infrastructure construction in the four areas 

with the highest density of old mulberry trees will be strictly controlled. 

Few changes will be made to these areas to ensure the coordinated 

development of the old trees, sand dunes, rivers and villages. Second, 

when developing tourism, the emphasis will be on building a tourism 

brand of the agri-cultural heritage surrounding the old mulberry woods. 

New ideas and methods will be identified to integrate the mulberry culture, 

mulberry industry with the tourism industry. This will result in innovative 

utilization modes of the old mulberry woods. Third, the heritage system 

will be considered an important historic and cultural resource, as well as a 

landscape resource for the development of leisure agriculture. This will 

enhance the tourism industry and increase the employment rate and income 

of farmers. 

3.2 National Threats and Opportunities 

（1）Response to the Opportunities Brought by the Development 

of the “Silk Road Economic Belt” 

First, when identifying the strategic position, and development 

direction of Xiajin, the following factors will be considered: globalization, 

rapid development of China, the adjustments of China’s national strategies, 

and the layout of regional development, Xijin’s location, resources and 
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industrial advantages. Second, the ingenious cultural resources will be 

fully utilized, including the mulberry culture of the ancient course of the 

Yellow River and regional ethnic culture. With cultural consciousness and 

confidence, the County will stress its culture, enhance the protection of its 

culture, promote cultural innovation, and focus on building a 

demonstration zone for the protection and inheritance of the mulberry 

culture, and for innovation. It will take even more strong measures to 

promote cultural development. The cohesion, influence and 

competitiveness of Xiajin’s mulberry culture will be improved in an 

all-round manner.  

（2）Response to the Impacts of Modern Agriculture 

First, the usage of fertilizer will be controlled within a reasonable 

level. Organic fertilizer will be used wherever possible. Pesticide will be 

applied according to the Guideline for Safety Application of Pesticides to 

minimize the residue. Second, traditional production and management 

technologies will be used more, such as applying green fertilizer, farmyard 

manure, painting the trunk with oil residue, wrapping the trunk with thin 

film. Third, an improved system will be put in place to evaluate foreign 

species to be introduced into the system. Monitoring will be enhanced. The 

species on the national list of invasive species will not be allowed into the 

heritage system.  

（ 3）Response to the Fierce Competition in the Mulberry 
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Industry 

First, the Xiajin County Government will be encouraged to provide 

preferential policies for the protection of the heritage system, and 

designate an exclusive fund for this purpose. Policy support will be given 

to developing tourism and organic agriculture at the heritage site. 

Residents at the heritage site will also receive policy and financial supports. 

Second, insist on high quality. The quality and competitiveness of the 

mulberry products will be improved by enhancing package design, 

registering the logos, and implementing unified production and processing 

quality standards. Third, great efforts will be made in cultivating 

processing companies of mulberry products. As a result, the processing 

capacity will be enhanced. This will solve the problem of a short 

preservation period, which is why the mulberries do not sell well. Four, the 

industrial chain will be extended by product innovation, which will 

increase the added value of the mulberry products and the farmers’ income.  

3.3 Global Threats 

China’s traditional cultural resources, such as the mulberry culture, 

may be inappropriately used by other countries. To thwart this threat, the 

first thing to do is properly handle the relationship between economic 

development and the conservation of intangible cultural heritage. The 

initiative to identify, rescue, preserve, document and study the intangible 

cultural heritage will be pushed forward. The resources will also be 
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explored to a reasonable extent. Second, the entity responsible for  product 

protection will register the trademarks of the intangible cultural heritage as 

soon as possible, provided that the Trademark Law is followed. In addition, 

the trademarks should not only be registered in China, but also in other 

countries so as to protect the resources being used inappropriately.. Third, 

efforts will be made to apply for the GIAHS. The County will join the other 

heritage systems to form an association, which will facilitate exchanges of 

experience. These actions will make the heritage system more prominent 

in international society.  

4 Funding 

4.1 Expanding Financing Channels 

To gain sufficient funding to protect the heritage system, the local 

governments must expand their financing channels. The Chinese 

Government provides financial support for certain products, and has 

designated funds for the implementation of major agricultural strategies. 

These funds can be leveraged. Local fiscal revenue can also be designated 

to set up an exclusive fund. Non-governmental funds will also be collected. 

For example, it’s possible to require the enterprises and individuals 

benefitting from the proposed GIAHS to donate some funds. In addition, 

ecological compensation will play an important role in protecting the 

heritage system. Compensation will be made in appropriate amounts and 
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through appropriate channels to the farmers who suffer losses because of 

the necessary protection of the heritage system. The compensation will 

mainly be paid by government transfer  and related industries (e.g. organic 

agriculture and tourism, etc.).  

4.2 Utilizing the Funds 

The funds will be used to increase the ratio of complementary funds 

in major projects, such as the construction of agricultural infrastructure and 

the land projects that improve the agricultural production conditions. They 

will be used to act as ecological compensations. Appropriate investment 

will be made in convening conferences and forums, and in other 

advertising activities. The funds will also be used to support the research 

about the heritage system.  

4.3 Monitoring and Evaluation 

To ensure that the funds are used appropriately and efficiently, related 

departments will monitor the expenditure of the funds. First, the funds in 

major projects will be examined every year. Second, project progress will 

be reviewed to see whether the tasks of responsible parties have been 

accomplished. This is to make sure that the responsible parties have 

honored their responsibilities according to the letters of agreement, which 

is important for ensuring project progress and quality. Third, the correction 

of infringements will be examined. If infringements that have not been 
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corrected or well handled, local governments and related departments will 

be notified and be urged to respond as quickly as possible. Four, criminal 

cases will be investigated and implicated parties will be held responsible. 

In addition, to ensure that the funds are not misused, the examination of the 

ecological environment will be enhanced to ensure that the ecological 

compensation mechanism is working well.  

5 Institutional Involvement and Embeddedness  

5.1 National Institutions 

The protection of agri-cultural heritage has attracted attention in  

international circles. Amid this background, the Chinese Government has 

provided the campaign with generous policy and financial supports. The 

Ministry of Agriculture and other related departments have paid  attention 

and provided supports for the application of GIAHS. In the future, more 

efforts will be made in building the capacity of the departments responsible 

for the overall management of agri-cultural heritage. Besides, the supports 

and guidance to the heritage system, and advertising will be strengthened.  

5.2 Institutions at the County and Town Levels 

 Xiajin County will set up a committee of agri-cultural heritage protection, 

which will mainly be made up by government officials. The committee 

will be responsible for the protection of the heritage system, as well as the 

scientific research projects. An office will be set up under the committee, 
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which will be responsible for daily operations. The office will be located in 

the County Bureau of Agriculture to facilitate coordinated operations. The 

town governments will also set up organizations and designate personnel 

to support the committee and its office.  

5.3 Institutions at the Village Level 

The main party engaged in protecting the system is local farmers, 

which is why a villagers’ committee has to be set up for the campaign to 

succeed. It will be run by the villagers. The governments of the villages 

and the enterprises will participate in the villagers’ committee. Because of 

the committee, the farmers will have better understanding of the protection 

efforts. They will also become more interested in the work. The villagers’ 

committee allows the farmers to be involved in managing the local 

community and will contribute greatly to the success of the action plan. 
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Action Plan 

1. Protecting the Agro-Ecology 

(1) Protecting the Agro-Biodiversity 

Projects Targets Actions 
Responsible 

Departments 
Time 

 

Surveys and 

Monitoring of Old 

Tree Resources at 

the Heritage Site 

 

 

Understanding the species, scale, and 

distribution, planting technologies, ecological 

and economic benefits of the old mulberry 

trees at the heritage site.  

1) Conducting investigations on the biodiversity of the heritage 

system to evaluate the species composition and importance; 

2) Exploring and recording the species planted or raised in the old 

mulberry woods, and related technologies. 

 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 

2015-2025 

Building a System 

to Protect the Old 

Trees at the 

Heritage Site 

Controlling and preventing pests and diseases 

from attacking the old mulberry trees; 

prolonging sa healthy life.  

1) Protecting the trunks and leaves of the old mulberry trees at the 

forest park by spraying fertilizer on the trunks, injecting medicine 

into the trunks and bridging of young trees; 

2) Collecting statistics of the old mulberry trees and setting up files 

for the old and famous trees.  

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture  

2015-2017 

Building a system 

to Protect the 

Biodiversity of the 

Heritage Site 

1) Protecting endemic botanic species, and 

maintaining ecological balance; 

2) Eliminating the harm brought by alien 

species and safeguarding agricultural and 

ecological security.  

1) Removing fowling facilities in the forest park; removing weeds in 

the agro-forestry areas by hand or cutting them out; 

2) Keeping the number of plants and species in the system within a 

reasonable level; 

3) Putting in place a control, coordination/monitoring and 

management mechanism of invasive alien species; as well as an 

emergency mechanism.  

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture  

2015-2017 

Building a 

Germplasm 

Repository of 

Northern Economic 

Trees 

1) Conserving fine economic tree species; 

2) Improving the fine species through careful 

old-style cultivation.  

Building a germplasm nursery based on old trees and various 

economic trees at the heritage site; and supplementing it with other 

economic tree species of north China. 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 

2015-2020 

Building a 

Germplasm 

Repository of Old 

Mulberry Trees 

Conserving fine old mulberry germplasm 

resources.  

1) Building a system for the analyses of mulberry nutrient products; 

2) Constructing a germplasm repository of the mulberry. 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 

2015-2020 



33 

 

(2) Protecting the Ecological Environment of the Heritage Site 

Projects Targets Actions 
Responsible 

Departments 
Time 

Monitoring the 

Environment of the 

Heritage Site 

Regularly 

Safeguarding the quality of agricultural 

products of the heritage site.  

 

Setting up a monitoring network of non-point pollution and pollution 

from daily life; regular monitoring will be conducted every other 

year.  

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Environmental 

Protection 

2015-2025 

Building 

Ecological Stations 

of Old Mulberry 

Trees 

1) Revealing the relations between mulberry 

trees and the ecological environment, 

providing evidence of sand control; 

2) Monitoring the impacts and intervention of 

human activities on the old mulberry 

populations.  

1) Constructing ecological stations at the heritage site; 

2) Putting in place a dynamic assessment, monitoring and 

whistle-blowing system.  

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

2015-2020 

 

 

(3) Protecting and Developing Eco-Agricultural Technologies 

 

Projects Targets Actions 
Responsible 

Departments 
Years 

Utilization of 

Traditional 

Eco-Agricultural 

Technologies 

Conserving and inheriting 

eco-agricultural technologies.  

Enforcing a stringent requirement of using traditional agricultural 

technologies in the core conservation zone and the demonstration area of 

eco-agriculture.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 
2015-2020 

Promoting  

Eco-Agriculture 

Modes 

Improving the efficiency of resource 

utilization and mitigating waste.  

Promoting agro-forestry and circular agriculture according to the 

interaction of different species.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 
2015-2025 

Modern 

Eco-Agriculture 

Projects 

Improving the efficiency of agricultural 

production and management, and the 

scale benefits.  

1) Making more use of foreign water, and water conservancy technologies 

and facilities, such as spray irrigation and drip irrigation; 

2) Applying intensive and scale operations of the farmland and orchards to 

an appropriate extent.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau 

of Forestry 

2015-2020 
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2. Protecting the Agro-Culture 

(1) Inheriting and Promoting the Mulberry Culture 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Surveys and Research of 

Mulberry Culture 

Understanding the background of 

the mulberry culture and 

refreshing the understanding of its 

values.  

1) Conducting surveys on the inheritance, development and loss 

of the mulberry culture; 

2) Carrying out surveys and research of the mulberry culture, 

including agri-culture, folk arts, artists, skills, customs, proverbs, 

folk songs, poems, and ancient buildings 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2017 

Applying for the GIAHS 

Protecting the heritage through 

different channels; and enlarging 

its influence.  

1) Getting the valuable intangible heritages and relics certified as 

municipal, provincial or even national intangible cultural 

heritages; 

2) Applying for GIAHS.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2025 

Restoring the Customs of 

the Mulberry Culture 

Protecting and inheriting the 

ingenious mulberry culture.    

Restoring lost traditional activities and mulberry festivities that 

are valuable. 

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2025 

Selecting People to Carry 

Forward the Operation 

and Management 

Techniques of the Old 

Mulberry Woods 

Protecting and inheriting the 

planting technologies of mulberry 

trees.  

Selecting representatives of people who carry on the 

time-honored planting technologies of mulberry trees; and 

supporting their efforts in passing on the heritage.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2025 

Renovating the Old 

Villages and Buildings 

Protecting traditional villages and 

ancient buildings.  

1) Renovating old villages, buildings and agricultural production 

facilities; 

2) Developing old buildings with historic, research and 

ornamental values into tourism resources, without compromising 

the integrity of conservation efforts.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2025 
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(2) Promoting and Advertising the Mulberry Culture 

 

Projects 

 

Targets 

 

Actions 
Responsible Departments Time 

Building a Mulberry 

Culture Museum 

Displaying mulberry and 

sericulture and silk road culture.  

Collecting relics and specimens on the planting and history of 

mulberry trees; building the first old mulberry tree museum in 

China.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2020 

Building a Theme Park of 

Mulberry Culture 

Presenting the mulberry culture 

through different channels, 

enhancing the citizen’s 

recognition of the mulberry 

culture.  

Constructing plazas for art performance related to the mulberry 

culture; building sculptures of mulberry culture; and building 

mimic scenes of the production.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2020 

Publishing Books on the 

Protection of 

Agro-Cultural Heritages 

Educating the farmers about the 

scientific connotations of the 

heritage, guiding them to inherit 

the heritage of their own will.  

1) Publishing books on the heritage site; 

2) Making advertising video about the science and technologies 

of the heritage site; 

3) Compiling brochures of knowledge on the mulberry culture.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2020 

Advertising the Mulberry 

Culture 

Advertising the traditional 

mulberry culture of Xiajin to 

improve the popularity of the 

Xiajin mulberries across the world.  

1) Holding regular festivities 

2) Improving the popularity of the Xiajin mulberries across the 

nation by increasing media exposure; 

3) Building a website about the Xiajin mulberries to promoting 

the mulberry culture.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2025 

Building a Center for the 

Inheritance and 

Promotion of the 

Silkworm and Mulberry 

Culture 

Supporting the development of the 

mulberry industry in different 

directions and the construction of 

demonstration bases of modern 

mulberry industries.  

1) Exploring the values of the old mulberry woods in science 

education; 

2) Promoting modern mulberry industries.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2020 
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3. Protecting the Rural Landscapes 

(1)Inheriting and Promoting the Mulberry Culture 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Building and Maintaining 

the Landscapes of the 

Ancient Yellow River 

Course in the Forest Park 

1) Enriching the landscapes in the 

core conservation zones; 

2) Ensuring coordinated 

development of the old trees, sand 

dunes, rivers and villages in the 

core conservation zone.  

1) The forest landscape at the core protection zone will be made 

more diversified by carefully changing the structure of the forest, 

thinning and replanting, and planting diversified species, etc. 

2) Preserving the original landscapes by restricting tourism and 

infrastructure construction.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

2015-2025 

Investigating and 

Protecting the Rural 

Landscapes for Heritage 

Tourism 

Conserving ingenious rural 

landscapes.  

1) Conducting surveys on the landscape resources for rural 

tourism; 

2) Identifying ingenious farmland, forestry and village landscapes 

with great tourism potential; 

3) Designating areas for conserving ingenious rural landscapes.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2020 

 

(2) Improving the Rural Environment 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Domestic Waste Disposal 

Project in Rural Areas 

Improving the environment of the 

villages at the heritage site.  

1) Placing a reasonable amount of environmental-friendly trash 

bins at appropriate sites; building a garbage disposal network in 

which “the garbage is collected by the villages from the 

households, transmitted by the towns and townships, and finally 

disposed of by the town”; 

2) Enhancing sewage processing and the construction of sanitary 

toilets.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Environmental Protection 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2017 

Improving the 

Landscapes of the 

Villages 

Beautifying the overall appearance 

of the villages.  

1) Maintaining and restoring the village landscapes which are 

harmonious with the landscapes of the old mulberry woods; 

2) Ensuring that the rural dwellings have harmonious appearance 

with local culture and display local features.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2020 
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Disposing Agricultural 

Pollutions 

Easing air pollution caused by 

poplar catkins.  

Planting endemic tree species and species that grow well at the 

heritage site; accelerating the treatment of the poplar trees at the 

heritage site.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Environmental Protection 

2015-2020 

Improving Key 

Landscapes 

Improving the landscapes of the 

villages.  

1) Making the village entrances show more local features; 

2) Planting bushes, flowers and grass of different heights at the 

residential areas and leisure areas to give more depth to the 

landscapes.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Environmental Protection 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2025 

 

(3) Bettering and Managing the Layout of Rural Landscapes 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Improving the Layout of 

the Agricultural 

Production Landscape 

Protecting the sand dune 

landscapes at the core conservation 

zone; improving the landscapes of 

agricultural production.  

Improving the agricultural landscapes by increasing the number 

of plants, planting diversified species together, mixing the arbors 

with crops, and by arranging the patches and corridors 

appropriately.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development 

2015-2025 

Education of Agricultural 

Landscape Protection 

Improving local residents’ 

understanding of the importance of 

rural landscapes in improving their 

lives, protecting the ecology, and 

increasing their income.  

1) Making local residents more aware of environmental 

protection through regular advertisement, training and handing 

out brochures; 

2) Rewarding model families of these aspects through a monitor, 

selection and award mechanism.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Environmental Protection 

2015-2025 

Monitoring and 

Managing the 

Improvement of Rural 

Landscapes 

Consolidating the achievements in 

improving rural landscapes to 

make them last.  

1) Stopping behaviors and construction projects that would 

hamper/degrade the rural landscapes; 

2) Maintaining and managing the landscapes after their 

improvement.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Environmental Protection 

2015-2025 
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4. Developing Eco-Products 

(1) Developing and Promoting Eco-Products 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Building a Mulberry 

Product Base 

Accelerating the development of 

eco-orchards of mulberry to 

provide adequate resources for the 

development of the mulberry 

industry.  

1) Introducing new mulberry species, such as species for feeds 

and for leaves, which will improve the woods of eco-tourism area 

in terms of the tree species and woodland structure; 

2) Promoting inter-planting, relay-planting and circular 

agricultural technologies; enhancing technological supports and 

supervising to safeguard product quality.  

 

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

2015-2020 

Developing 

Eco-Products, Promoting 

Refined Processing 

Enriching the product variety of 

the heritage site to shape a mature 

industrial chain.  

1) Focusing on planting economic fruit, such as mulberry, pear, 

peach and apricot, while looking into other types of eco-products; 

2) Promoting the deep-processing enterprises of mulberry fruit, 

mulberry medicine, mulberry tea, mulberry wine and other 

indigenous agricultural products. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

2015-2025 

Obtaining Certifications 

for the Eco-Products of 

the Heritage Sites and 

Enhancing Related 

Advertisements 

Gaining the confidence of the 

consumers and the society; 

increasing the added value of the 

agricultural products.  

1) Encouraging the companies and cooperatives to obtain 

certificates for their agricultural products; 

2) Promoting the mulberry products through TV, radio, 

newspaper, magazine and other media channels; 

3) Participating in agricultural exhibitions and other advertising 

activities. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Quality and Technology 

Supervision 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Culture, Sports, Broadcasting, 

Television, News and 

Publishing 

2015-2025 

Supporting the Leading 

Enterprises and Building 

Brands 

Promoting the mulberry industry.  

1) Promoting the mulberry wine industry relying on existing key 

enterprises; 

2) Building companies that produce mulberry cans, glace 

mulberry, mulberry juice, mulberry tea, mulberry syrup and 

Phellinus igniarius. 

Enterprises 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Forestry 

2015-2025 

 

(2) Providing Policy Guidance and Supports for the Mulberry Industry 

 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Enhancing  Cooperation 

with the Higher Education 

Institutions and Research 

Improving the research of the 

mulberry industry, providing 

technology and intellectual 

1) Setting up an academician workstation; 

2) Developing a germplasm bank of old mulberry trees; 

3) Constructing a mulberry industry technology innovation 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agiruclture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

2015-2020 
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Institutes support for developing and 

utilizing the mulberry industry.  

association.  Science and Technology 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Quality and Technology 

Supervision 

Providing more Capital 

Support for the Mulberry 

Industry 

Ensuring the healthy and 

sustainable development of the 

mulberry industry.  

1) Obtaining financial support for the development of the 

mulberry industry; 

2) Enforcing subsidiary policies for expanding the mulberry 

groves; 

3) Investing more in the technological innovation capacity of the 

associations.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 
2015-2017 

Attracting Enterprises and 

Investments 

Promoting the stable and rapid 

development of the mulberry 

industry of Xiajin through the 

development of old and new 

enterprises.  

1) Accelerating the unification of trade, industry and agriculture 

by introducing processing enterprises of the end products of 

mulberries; 

2) Building the New Silk Road Mulberry Culture Industry Park in  

Suliuzhuang Town.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

2015-2017 

 

(3) Developing the Operation Modes and Service Systems 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Developing Cooperation 

Modes of Agricultural 

Production 

Realizing multiple wins by 

extending the industrial chain.  

1) Developing new production modes, such as the 

“enterprises+bases+associations+farmers”, “leading 

enterprises+cooperatives+farmers” and household farmland; 

2) Encouraging the farmers to integrate land and other resources 

in the form of family farms and work with the enterprises to form 

a production and processing chain.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Industry and Commerce 

2015-2020 

Improving the Logistic 

System 

Lowering logistic costs and 

improving the revenues of the 

farmers.  

1) Promoting the connection among the cooperatives, 

supermarkets, schools, enterprises and communities; promoting 

the marketing modes, such as “field-market-e-business-end 

point distribution in the cities”; 

2) Supporting the development of large-scale and popular 

e-commerce platform for mulberry products; 

3) Encouraging the leading agricultural enterprises, cooperatives 

and farmers to conduct their production according to the 

standards of agricultural products.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Industry and Commerce 

2015-2020 
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5. Developing Leisure Agriculture 

(1) Developing Tourism Products and Brands of the Heritage Site 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Integrating the Tourism 

Resources of the Heritage 

Site and Designing 

Tourism Routes 

Developing a leisure agricultural 

system with various products.  

Building a leisure agriculture made up by “one core, two rings, 

three belts and multiple points” at the heritage site. The one core 

refers to the core development zone; the two rings the production 

tourism ring line and the ecological tourism line; the three belts 

the old mulberry woods tourism belt, the eco-agricultural 

sight-seeing belt and the featured fruit sight-seeing belt; and the 

multiple points of the scenario sites and service stations scattered 

in the tourism areas and along the tourism lines.  

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

 

2015-2017 

Developing Tourism 

Products with Different 

Themes and 

Characteristics at the 

Heritage Site 

Improving the tourism in the 

Ancient Yellow River Course 

Forest Park.  

Five categories of ingenious tourist products will be developed, 

including eco-tour at the ancient course of the Yellow River, 

regional culture experience tour, science and education tour, 

leisure and health tour, sight-seeing and agricultural experience 

tour. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 
2015-2017 

Building a Tourism Brand 

of the Agro-Cultural 

Heritage Site 

Strengthening the competitiveness 

of the tourism products of the 

ancient course of the Yellow 

River.  

1) Building one or two tourist brands of the agri-cultural heritage, 

the center of which are the old mulberry woods; 

2) Building the Ancient Yellow River Course Forest Park into a 

5A tourist site.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 
2015-2020 

Attracting Investment to 

Developing Eco-Tourism 

at the Heritage Site 

Marketizing the operations of the 

tourist sites at the ancient course of 

the Yellow River; promoting the 

local economy.  

Promoting the tourist sites in packages or individually to attract 

investors and introduce featured projects.  

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 
2015-2020 

 

 

(2) Developing and Managing Leisure Agricultural Products 

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Developing Leisure 

Agriculture Products 

Enrich the leisure agricultural 

products of the heritage site.  

1) Making use of the heritage system to upgrade sight-seeing 

products; 

2) Pushing forward leisure tourism by exploring/collaborating 

with the neighboring tourism market; 

3) Developing cultural tourism based on the mulberry culture. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

2015-2020 

Developing 

Agro-Tourism and 

Create jobs for neighbouring 

labour markets, thus promoting the 

1) Promoting agri-entertainment, through which the tourists can 

taste the food of the rural areas, live in rural residences and pick 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 
2015-2025 
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Leisure Farms area through the development of 

the heritage site.  

fruit from the trees; 

2) Constructing multi-functional leisure farms with good 

environments and rich cultural atmosphere, the key functions of 

which are leisure agriculture and participatory agriculture. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

Build a Management and 

Service System of Leisure 

Agriculture 

Set up a technology system that 

provides supports for leisure 

agriculture.  

1) Organizing training for people in the leisure agriculture 

industries to improve the human resources; 

2) Giving more supports to the cooperatives and industrial 

associations of leisure agriculture to improve the industry’s 

self-governance capacity; 

3) Developing IT terminals and the IT service system using the 

advantages of the internet, mobile phones and other new forms of 

media.   

 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Agriculture 

2015-2025 

 

 

(3) Improving the Infrastructure  

Projects Targets Actions Responsible Departments Time 

Infrastructure 

Construction 

Facilitating the utilization of the 

agricultural functions 

 

1) Accelerating infrastructure construction, such as roads, water, 

and electricity and telecommunication facilities; 

2) Improving service facilities, such as accommodation, catering, 

entertainment, garbage and sewage disposal facilities; 

3) Making more efforts in: introduction of new animal and 

botanic species, demonstration projects of modern planting and 

cultivation technologies, agricultural devices and green and 

organic products. 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Transportation 

Xiajin County Bureau of 

Tourism 

 

2015-2020 

 

 

 


