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IN NUMBERS  

 
2.4 million 

people food insecure  
(8 percent of the 

population) 

 
3.4 million 

people displaced as of July 
2016 

 
513 000  

people assisted by FAO 

 
USD 42.37 million 

FAO funding gap against the Iraq 
Humanitarian Response Plan 

2016 

 

KEY MESSAGES  

 Around 12-13 million people in Iraq will likely need humanitarian aid by the end of 2016. Military operations against the 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in Mosul and elsewhere are set to intensify over the coming months, which will 

likely result in a large number of newly displaced and vulnerable people. The humanitarian operation in Mosul is expected to 

be the largest in the world this year. 

 FAO emergency activities over the coming months will be critical in restoring the livelihoods of displaced people returning 

to their homes as areas are liberated from ISIL. Interventions that help to restore livelihoods and agricultural production in 

Iraq will become increasingly necessary going forward.  

 Urgent donor funding is needed for the upcoming agricultural season. With a funding gap of over USD 42 million, only around 
6 percent of funds appealed for have been received to this point, severely limiting the capacity of FAO to help rebuild the 
livelihoods of vulnerable people in the country.  

   

MAP OF ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

`  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND

  

 

The humanitarian crisis in Iraq is one of the largest, most complex and highly volatile in the world. Already, 10 million Iraqis require 
some form of humanitarian assistance, including some 3.4 million civilians who are internally displaced, many for the second or third 
time. Due to the nature of the current crisis, which began in early 2014, humanitarian efforts up until now have mainly focused on 
food aid for the large numbers of displaced people in the country.  

Livelihood-based intervention is becoming increasingly necessary, however, as many Iraqis are returning to their homes upon the 
liberation of areas previously under ISIL control. The cost of agricultural and livestock inputs – which used to be subsidized by the 

Government prior to the crisis – is currently very high, which has pushed many farmers that do have land into debt. 

 

FAO interventions in Iraq 
in 2016 (by Governorate) 



 

IRAQ’S AGRICULTURE SECTOR   

  Out of a total population of approximately 32 million, around five million Iraqis are involved in the agriculture sector and around 
one third of the population live in rural areas and are dependent on agriculture-related activities for their livelihoods. Crop production 
is the major source of income for most (75 percent) farmers, while the rest depend on livestock or mixed crop and livestock 
enterprises. Over the last fifteen years, agricultural production has dropped by an average of 1.1 percent per year. Productivity of 
the main cereal crops—wheat, barley, and rice—has fallen dramatically. 

The entire agriculture sector has been dramatically impacted by conflict and insecurity, while production and supply shortages and 
localized increases in demand have forced up the cost of basic commodities. Insufficient water supply and the deterioration of 
infrastructure quality are major obstacles to agricultural and livestock activity. Disrupted vaccination and veterinary services have 
also increased the risk of livestock disease outbreaks. The poor performance of agricultural production and lack of rural employment 
increases migration for displaced families to urban areas, generating pressure on service delivery and increasing poverty.  

FAO RESPONSE    

2016 IRAQ HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN PRIORITIES   FAO RESPONSE 

Resume food production 
Cereal seeds; quick-impact backyard food 
production (vegetables and poultry); poultry 
raising; agricultural machinery and equipment 
 

Protect livestock health and production  
Animal feed; urgent disease surveillance, 
diagnosis and reporting; quarantine facilities; 
vaccination; veterinary supplies; training of field 
veterinarians; policy; awareness raising 
 

Increase employment for displaced and 
host communities 
Cash-for-work to rehabilitate productive assets 
and community-level infrastructure 
 

Coordinate an effective, needs-based 
response  
Food security information and analysis; cluster 
coordination; capacity building; market 
monitoring and surveillance; information 
management; food security and livelihoods 
assessment 

                 Around 513 000 people assisted  

 
FAO has been involved in a number of activities aimed at 
rebuilding livelihoods and increasing beneficiaries’ resilience 
to threats and crises. This includes: 

 Over 5 000 people took part in cash-for-work 
programmes 

 Over 48 000 people (8 000 households) received 
animal feed for their livestock 

 3.2 million sheep and goats and 300 000 cattle were 
vaccinated for 220 000 herders 

 50 000 packs of vegetable seeds and 30 000 tools 
were distributed to 12 000 households 

 1 500 tonnes of wheat seeds and nearly 3 000 tonnes 
of fertilizer were distributed to some 50 000 farming 
families 

 Almost 50 000 chickens were distributed for a yearly 
production of around 7.5 million eggs 

;;  

FUNDING   COORDINATION  

 

 

 FAO plays a leading role in coordinating food security activities, 
as well as collecting and analysing data.  Together with WFP, FAO 
is coordinating the Food Security Cluster in Baghdad, which 
ensures adequate coordination and monitoring of the food 
security situation and maintains an effective, accountable and 
coordinated food security response through evidence-based 
interventions.  Apart from this, FAO has also established an 
inclusive food security information network to support 
emergency food security and livelihood support interventions in 
countries affected by the crisis in Syria, such as Iraq. It is also 
assisting in coordination between the central Government in 
Baghdad and the Government of the Kurdistan region.  
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT 
Fadel El-Zubi  |  FAO Representative in Iraq |  Baghdad, Iraq  |  Fadel.ElZubi@fao.org  

Dominique Burgeon  |  Director, Emergency and Rehabilitation Division |  Rome, Italy  |  Dominique.Burgeon@fao.org 

6%

94%

Funding to date:
USD 2.63 million

Funding gap:
USD 42.37 million

FAO required To assist 
USD 45 million 492 000 people 
 

 


