
 
 

Key messages for the FAO Regional Meeting on Agricultural Biotechnologies in Sustainable 
Food Systems and Nutrition in Asia-Pacific 

 

 There is a wide range of agricultural biotechnologies in use today – from those that are low-
tech, and have been used by farmers for many years, to those that are high-tech and newly 
developed. FAO believes that science and technology, including the use of agricultural 
biotechnologies, presently contributes, and will continue to contribute, to ensuring food and 
nutrition security in the countries of the Asia-Pacific region. 
 

 FAO believes that in order to overcome the effects of climate change and other challenges 
that are preventing its member countries from attaining sustainable food systems and better 
nutrition, we need to consider every possible solution in the Asia-Pacific region, including 
agroecology and use of agricultural biotechnologies.  
 

 FAO is convening this regional meeting as an open and neutral platform for the exchange of 
ideas and practices between representatives of member countries, intergovernmental 
organizations, research institutions, farmer organizations, cooperatives, academia, civil society 
and the private sector in Asia and the Pacific.  
 

 The meeting is especially timely because there is significant divergence among the countries 

and within the sub-regions of Asia-Pacific in the levels of application of agricultural 

biotechnologies as well as in their capacities to develop them and in their existing enabling 

environments. This divergence is growing and the results are that some countries are moving 

forward quickly while others are not benefiting as much as they would like from science and 

technology, including agricultural biotechnologies. 

 

 The meeting aims to have science-based discussions and exchange of ideas and experiences 
on practical cases where biotechnologies have been applied to benefit family farmers, food 
producers and consumers, especially in developing countries. 
 

 This meeting takes a multi-sectoral approach, covering crops, livestock, forestry and fisheries. 
 

 FAO wants member countries in the region and beyond to establish partnerships so they can 

assist each other and mobilize resources. This venue allows countries to identify constraints in 

the Asia-Pacific region for adopting and utilizing agricultural biotechnologies for their needs so 

that, together, they can find solutions.  

 

 



 

 

 This is the first of four regional meetings on agricultural biotechnologies that FAO is planning 

to organize in 2017-2018. This regional meeting in Asia-Pacific is kindly hosted and  

co-organized by the Government of Malaysia. 

 

 The meeting will focus on a broad range of agricultural biotechnologies, including 
many ‘low-tech applications’, for example fermentation processes, bio-fertilizers, artificial 
insemination, the production of vaccines, disease diagnostics, the development of bio-
pesticides and the use of molecular markers in developing new varieties and breeds. None of 
these involves the production of genetically modified organisms (or GMOs) and it is 
inaccurate to equate biotechnologies to GMOs only. 
 

 The topic of GMOs continues to be quite controversial. FAO underlines that the responsibility 
for formulating policies and making decisions regarding GMOs rests with the countries 
themselves and that FAO does not interfere in their policies or decisions, including those 
related to GMOs. Countries need to carefully evaluate the potential benefits and risks of 
GMOs on a case-by-case basis.  
 

 Regarding agricultural biotechnologies, FAO stands ready to continue to provide assistance 
to our member countries: in developing capacities, by providing advice on formulating relevant 
policies in accordance with international norms, providing high-quality, science-based 
information, and acting as a neutral broker for nations to come together, develop international 
standards and learn from each other. 
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