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STRENGTHENING FISHERIES AND
AQUACULTURE IN THE BAHAMAS

Although fisheries play an important role in economic
development and food security in the Bahamas, the lack

of proper fisheries sector policies, planning frameworks and
outdated legislation have hindered the sustainable utilization
and management of fisheries and aquaculture resources. The
project aimed to build institutional capacities in the fisheries
and aquaculture sectors by developing management, strategy
and planning policies and frameworks and support

the establishment of a functional Fisheries Management
Information System (FISMIS). Overall, the project enhanced
commitment towards sustainable fisheries and aquaculture
developmentin the Bahamas.

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?

Capacity building, training and awareness building activities
were carried out for relevant authorities, and a functional
FISMIS was created. Various workshops were held to ensure
the widest possible participation of stakeholders in the
development of a new policy and legal framework for fisheries
and aquaculture for the country. Processes to establish
aquaculture businesses were developed and assessments of
the economic potential for aquaculture development and the
socio-economic impact of recreational fisheries were carried
out. Additional resources were mobilized in order to support
on-going aquaculture development assistance and an increased
commitment to sustainable fisheries and aquaculture
development was built.

IMPACT

The project contributes to the sustainable management of
fisheries and aquaculture resources in the Bahamas and will help
secure investments for the long-term development of the
sector. It helps create new employment opportunities, enhance
food security and contribute to the sustainable management

of the marine environment and fisheries resources.

KEY FACTS

Contribution
USD469 000

Duration
March 2014 — February 2016

Resource Partners
FAO

Partners
Department of Marine Resources,
Ministry of Agriculture and Marine
Resources

Beneficiaries

The Department of Marine Resources
and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Marine Resources, local governments,
private sector fisheries and aquaculture
businesses, communities that depend on
fisheries and aquaculture and
recreational fishers
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CTIVITIES

A final draft of the National Policy for Fisheries and Aquaculture
was developed and received stakeholder endorsement.

A final draft of the Strategic Plan for Fisheries and Aquaculture
Development and Management in the Bahamas 2017-2022
was created and received stakeholder endorsement.

A functional FISMIS for the Bahamas was created and tested;
capacity building videos, guidelines and user manuals were
prepared.

A fisheries and aquaculture stakeholder analysis was carried
out.

“A review of aquaculture resources and potential
in the Bahamas” was produced.

“Fisheries and aquaculture in the Bahamas: a review”
was produced.

A recreational fisheries economic impact assessment manual
was developed and applied to two study cases in
the Caribbean - Martinique and the Bahamas.

Capacities were increased for DIT and DMR staff on fisheries
statistics and analysis of fisheries information for management
decision making processes.

Awareness and capacity was built among key stakeholders

for implementation of the Agreement on Port State Measures
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing at the national level (accession took place
in 2016).

A review of the 2013 draft Fisheries Act of the Bahamas

was carried out.

A final draft of the Fisheries Act 2017 was cleared by FAO Legal
Services and validated by key stakeholders.

Stakeholder awareness was built for the fisheries and
aquaculture sector, policy and planning, and fisheries draft
legislation and sensitization was carried out for all relevant
authorities in support of taking action and discussing the draft
policy and legislative framework.
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