
With around 10 percent of Angola’s arable land currently under 
cultivation, the country’s agricultural productivity and crop 
yields are extremely low. Given that more than half of Angola’s 
poor are located in rural areas and depend almost exclusively 
on agriculture for their livelihood, it was fundamental to boost 
the agriculture sector’s institutional capacity, in particular in 
areas such as irrigation, policy analysis and agricultural statistics.
FAO was approached with a view to establishing new farmer 
field schools in the provinces of Bié, Huambo and Malanje, 
as well as training master trainers in the target areas and 
establishing training curricula. The technical assistance and rural 
extension provided by the project was geared towards 
organizing farmers, strengthening markets and adopting the 
appropriate techniques and innovations to the local context, 
in an attempt to boost food and nutrition security
.

KEY FACTS
Contribution
USD2 655 961

Duration
August 2012 – July 2014

Resource Partners
Government of Angola

Partners
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Fisheries, World Bank, 
International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency

Beneficiaries
Farmer Field School members, 
facilitators and master trainers, their 
families and the villages in which the 
field school activities take place

INCREASING AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION IN ANGOLA

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
Calling on its experience under a previous project, during which 
a farmer field school network was set up in Bié and Huambo, 
FAO worked closely with the Market Oriented Smallholder 
Agriculture Project to identify target communities, prepare 
content for the field schools and organize the different field 
school groups. Facilitators and master trainers were trained 
to implement high-quality field schools, technical and 
methodological support was provided and efforts were made 
to promote production chains, with local producers structured 
around their economic objectives.

IMPACT
Feedback from the participants themselves demonstrates that 
the field schools approach has empowered small producers in 
the target areas. The schools are now considered the most 
appropriate methodology to strengthen local agriculture 
production, increasing social cohesion (through equitable   
male-female participation), adapting mechanisms to local needs 
and covering aspects both technical and political in nature. All of 
these aspects favour strengthened food security and nutrition.
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Contacts
FAO Office in Angola
FAO-AO@fao.org

Marjon Fredrix (Lead Technical Officer)
Marjon.Fredrix@fao.org
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Project Code
ID Donor: 014/C/C1/MOSAP/12
FAO: UTF/ANG/047/ANG

Project Title
Consultancy services for Farmer Field Schools within the Market 
Oriented Smallholder Agriculture Project

ACTIVITIES
 More than 13 000 smallholder farmers were trained in use 

of the FFS methodology.
 29 training sessions of facilitators were completed in 

the three provinces, with a total of 461 participants.
 A total of 501 FFS are now operational – 249 in Bié, 

126 in Malanje and 126 in Huambo. 
 60 participants completed the master training course 

(24 in Malanje and 35 in Bié), of which 16 (27 percent) 
were women.

South-South and Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Team (TCS3)

Reporting@fao.org
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