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They visited the Jiangxi Normal University’s Poyang Lake wetland laboratory 
where they were impressed with the technology. They also visited local duck farms 
with a team of experts from Okalahoma University and Jiangxi Normal University. 
Okalahoma University is partnering with Jiangxi Normal University to conduct an 
ecology study using transmitters to track duck movements. They also visited an 
egg wholesale market and the biggest poultry wholesale market in Nanchang, 
where they spoke to traders and buyers and gained a preliminary understanding
on some of the poultry value chains, local consumption preferences and recent
changes in the production systems. Reductions in prices of meat ducks and farmed 
wildlife coupled with higher prices and demand for duck eggs had resulted in 
significant changes. 

Advanced veterinary epidemiology training on risk-based surveillance and risk analysis for Chinese university academics 
was held at Huazhong Agricultural University in Wuhan, Hubei Province from 9 to 13 January 2015. It was the third 
training for the Chinese university academics and the focus was on strengthening capacity among university academics
on risk based approaches to surveillance, disease control as required for their work on national programs. 

Around 50 academic staff from 17 national universities attended the five-day training. Prof Ian Robertson and Dr Cai
Chang delivered the training, with assistance from Dr Li Yin from CAHEC, Dr Guo Fusheng and Mr Tang Hao from FAO 
China ECTAD Office. 

Participants demonstrated keen interest in the training topics and were actively engaging in the discussion sessions. 
They also expressed the need for an in-depth training in the future. 

Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh, Regional Manager and Dr Peter Black, Deputy Regional Manager of FAO ECTAD RAP 
will visit China from 2 to 6 February 2015.

The Module 1 of the China FETPV will be launched in Qingdao on 30 March 2015.
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Upcoming activities!

Ducks in Poyang Lake

Trainees were having a discussion during the training
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There is potential for FAO to collaborate with local universities and animal health authorities in areas of mutual interest. 
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Further strengthen the veterinary epidemiology capacity for university academics in China

Based on the success of the previous four training workshops 
for the university academics in China, FAO in partnership 
with Huazhong Agricultural University, Veterinary Bureau of 
the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) of China and China Animal 
Health and Epidemiology Center (CAHEC), jointly organized 
the fifth veterinary epidemiology training workshop for 
university academics from 4 to 12 August 2016 in Wuhan, 
Hubei Province. The fifth training workshop consisted of two 
back-to-back workshops, i.e. the Case Study Workshop on 
Veterinary Epidemiology Application (from 4 to 6 August); and 
the Veterinary Epidemiology Introductory Course for University 
Academics in China (from 8 to 12 August). 

The case study workshop targeted to the university teachers who attended the previous training courses, 20 of them joined 
the workshop. In addition, the workshop also invited 5 participants from the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for 
Veterinarians (CFETPV) to establish the linkage between CFETPV and university networks. The workshop adopted the case 
study teaching style with a focus of the application of veterinary epidemiology. It was facilitated by Prof Ian Robertson and Dr 
Cai Chang from Murdoch University, Dr Guo Fusheng and Mr Tang Hao from FAO China Emergency Center for Transboundary 
Animal Diseases (ECTAD) Office, and Dr Li Yin, CFETPV Chinese trainer from CAHEC. It is the first time to conduct the workshop 
with the case study teaching style, which received very positive feedbacks from the participants. It was suggested to organize 
regular case study workshops among the CFETPV and university networks in the future and set up a sustainable learning and 
exchange platform. 

In the aim of scaling up of veterinary epidemiology among Chinese universities, an introductory course was held to response 
growing needs among university academics. 36 participants from 18 universities and 2 veterinary institutes attended the 5-day 
workshop. The course was jointly delivered by Prof Ian Robertson, Dr Cai Chang and Dr Li Yin, which aimed to introduce the 
basic concepts of veterinary epidemiology. To date, the veterinary epidemiology training for university academics initiative has 
reached 33 Chinese universities and 106 university academics. Future trainings plan to target more universities and facilitate 
epidemiology education and researches.

In order to improve laboratory diagnosis capacity of Transboundary 
Animal Diseases (TADs) in Asia, FAO has developed the Laboratory 
Mapping Tool (LMT) for better assess the capacity and management 
status of a veterinary diagnostic laboratory. To introduce the LMT to 
the key stakeholders in Asian countries, the Regional Workshop on the 
Application of the FAO LMT was held in Bangkok from 1 to 5 August 2016. 
The key objectives of the workshop were to introduce the basic principles 
of LMT, demonstrate the practical applications in a real laboratory setting 
to the participants, and develop future plans of LMT implementation in 
the region. Around 35 participants from the national leading laboratories 
of 14 countries' in South, South East and East Asia, program coordinators 
from FAO country offices and representatives from private sector 
participated in the training. Dr Li Shuo from FAO China ECTAD attended 
the training workshop and actively engaged in the discussion sessions. Dr 

Discussions among the participants © FAO

Representatives of the Regional Workshop on the 
Application of the FAO LMT © FAO

Improving laboratory diagnosis capacity of Transboundary Animal Diseases (TADs) in the region
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Advanced veterinary epidemiology training on risk-based surveillance and risk analysis for 
Chinese university academics

There is potential for FAO to collaborate with local universities and animal health authorities in areas of mutual interest.  
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Song Xiaohui from China Animal Disease Control Center (CADC) participated in the meeting on behalf of Chinese veterinary 
authority. 

The 1st Joint Consultative Meeting between ASEAN Veterinary 
Epidemiology Group (AVEG) and ASEAN Plus Three Field Epidemiology 
Training Network (ASEAN +3 FETN) was held in Da Nang, Viet Nam 
from 16 to 18 August 2016. The main objectives of the meeting were 
to facilitate dialogue between the AVEG and the ASEAN +3 FETN, 
determine practical and appropriate mechanisms for collaboration, 
identify areas of common interests, and formulate activities to further 
strengthen collaborations.

Around 45 representatives from the animal and human health 
sectors from seven ASEAN countries, China, Japan and Republic of 
Korea, ASEAN Secretariat, ASEAN Regional Support Unit (RSU), FAO, 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID), and Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) attended the meeting. To enhance the 
collaboration between ASEAN and China on veterinary epidemiology, 

with FAO's support, AVEG invited China to attend the meeting as the observer. The Veterinary Bureau of the MoA of China 
assigned Dr Kang Jingli from CAHEC as their representative to participate in the 3-day meeting. Mr Tang Hao from the FAO 
China ECTAD Office also attended. They actively engaged in the meeting discussions and shared experience on veterinary 
epidemiology development in China with the participants. During the workshop, a number of agreements were reached 
by the participants, including conducting joint activities and timeline for implementation in 2016-2017 through the ASEAN 
platform, and encouraging the participation of China, Japan and Republic of Korea in the implementation of the activities.

As invited by Zhejiang Agricultural & Forestry (A&F) University, Dr Guo Fusheng attended the 14th Annual Deans Meeting 
for the Veterinary College of China on 1 August 2016 in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province. Over 180 participants from around 80 
veterinary colleagues in mainland China, Taiwan, three universities from the United States and Murdoch University, Australia 
participated in the meeting. Representatives from the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Agriculture and animal welfare 
NGOs also attended the meeting. Dr Guo highlighted the importance of applying veterinary epidemiology in animal disease 
prevention and control. He introduced the China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (CFETPV), and the 
extended training programs to the participants, such as the Training of Trainers (ToT), training for Executives (senior veterinary 
officers in China), veterinary epidemiology training for university academics, joint training with the public health sector under 
the One Health approach. The meeting was important in terms of advocating the CFETPV and the training programs being 
implemented under the CFETPV framework. Many universities expressed strong interests and willingness to participate in 
more veterinary epidemiology training in the future. 

FAO attendance at the 14th Annual Deans Meeting for the Veterinary College of China

1. The Stakeholder Consultative Workshop to Strengthen the Influenza Surveillance Networks will be held in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Province from 8 to 9 September 2016. 

2. The Stakeholder Workshop for cross-border safer animal trade will be held in Kunming, Yunnan Province from 12 to 13 
September 2016. 

3. The Module 5 of the 3rd cohort of the CFETPV and 3rd cohort graduation ceremony will be held in Qingdao from 19 to 23 
September 2016.

4. A four-week online training course for China’s clinical veterinarians on foot-and-mouth (FMD) emergency preparation, 
which is organized by EuFMD in collaboration with the Linking Epidemiology and Laboratory Research on Transboundary 
Animal Diseases and Zoonoses in China and EU (LinkTADs), will be launched from 21 September 2016. 

Upcoming activities

FAO supports China to attend the 1st Joint Consultative Meeting between ASEAN Veterinary 
Epidemiology Group and ASEAN Plus Three Field Epidemiology Training Network (ASEAN +3 
FETN) in Viet Nam

Opening remarks made by Dr. Nguyen Thu Thuy, DDG, 
Department of Animal Health of Viet Nam © FAO
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