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Changing faces at the FAO ECTAD in China

Planning for China FETPV 3rd cohort and new phase development

Attending the Program on Surveillance and Epidemiology 

Research on Zoonotic Diseases & Application of One Health

ION
TAD

ct, Beijing, P.R.China    www.fao.org

Three new staff joined FAO ECTAD China office in recent months. Ms Jiang Han 

from FAO China office has been seconded to the ECTAD China office since early 

July. Ms Jiang has been working as an Operations Officer at FAO China office 

since 2005, and she has taken over the responsibilities of Program/Operations 

Officer in ECTAD office. Ms Liu Jing joined the team in early June and is working 

China Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (FETPV) steering 

committee meeting was held on 29th August to make plan for China FETPV 3rd 

cohort and discuss the key issues for the development of the new phase. 

Representatives included the Veterinary Bureau of the MoA, EU-China Trade 

Project (EUCTP) Phase II, China Animal Disease Control Center (CADC), Chinese 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC), Embassy of the Kingdom 

of the Netherlands, U.S Center for Disease Control and Prevention (USCDC), 

China Animal Health and Epidemiology Center (CAHEC) and FAO ECTAD China. 

Participants reviewed the proposal for the new phase, discussed mechanisms for 

training Chinese trainers, One Health joint activities and program sustainability. 

Improving the quality of Chinese trainers is a very high priority as they are critical 

Dr Guo Fusheng was invited to attend the Surveillance and Epidemiology 

Research of Zoonotic Diseases & Application of One Health in Disease Control 

and Prevention in South China on 21st August in Guangzhou. The objective was 

to share experiences on the application of One Health approaches to zoonotic 

disease control, viral detection and animal and human surveillance and outbreak 

response. Participants came from the USAID PREDICT project, Guangdong and 

Jiangsu provincial Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCs), research 

institutes from China Academy of Sciences, universities and clinical testing 

departments of sentinel hospitals in Guangdong. Presentations on H7N9 

emergence in Guangdong and Jiangsu provinces were given by experts from 

both provinces. Dr Guo presented on One Health application to Zoonotic diseases 

Two of the FAO ECTAD China staff, Mr Li Yin, Veterinary Epidemiologist and Dr Liu 

An, Program/Operations Officer, left the office in late June/early July. Both of them 

worked in FAO ECTAD China office and made great contributions to the smooth 

running of ECTAD programs during the past year. We are very pleased that they both 

have opportunities to build their careers and go with our thanks and best wishes.
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Dr Li Shuo (left), Ms Liu Jing (middle) and Ms Jiang Han (right)

FETPV steering committee meeting

Dr Guo making a presentation during the meeting
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as an Admin Clerk. Ms Liu is mainly working on travel related issues and other administrative work in the office. Dr Li Shuo from 

the China Animal Disease Control Center (CADC) has been seconded by the Chinese Government to work as a project coordinator 

for the FAO funded African Swine Fever (ASF) Project and the EU funded Linking Epidemiology and Laboratory Research on 

Transboundary Animal Diseases and Zoonoses in China and EU (LinkTADs) project where she will assist Chinese stakeholders with 

the implementation of the projects. 

for the implementation of the 3rd cohort. There was also discussion around broadening the cooperation with Chinese universities 

and building veterinary epidemiology capacity for Chinese university academics, Veterinary Bureau also indicated that they will 

setup the support mechanism for the new phase and make the program more sustainable. 

in China. Dr Guo also had a side meeting with Dr Zhang Guihong from South China Agricultural University and Dr Ke Changwen, 

Director of the Guangdong CDC to explore future collaboration opportunities. It was agreed that joint approaches to influenza virus 

surveillance were necessary and all of them were keen to collaborate in the future. 
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The Fourth Meeting of the China-Mongolia-Russia Collaboration on Transboundary 

Animal Diseases was held in Erguna, Inner Mongolia from 20th to 21st August 2014. 

This meeting was attended by senior officials and technical experts from the three 

countries, including Chief Veterinary Officers (CVOs) Dr Evgeny Nepoklonov (Russia), 

Dr Puresvena Bolortuya (Mongolia) and Deputy Director General of the Veterinary 

Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) Dr Wang Gongmin (China), as well as 

international experts Dr Eran Raizman (Head of EMPRES, FAO HQs), Dr Nick Honhold 

(ADB consultant), Prof John Edwards and Dr Guo Fusheng (FAO ECTAD China). Ms 

Nyamjargal Gombo, Assistant FAO Representative, Mongolia attended the meeting. 

As a follow-up of the third meeting in Russia and the 'Letter of Intent' (LOI) signed by the three countries during that meeting, the 

Fourth Meeting aimed to update progress since the last meeting, share information on TADs and consider ongoing sub-regional 

collaboration. A pre-meeting was held on 19th August 2014 with representatives from each country to develop detailed plans for two 

joint epidemiological investigations. Participants went on a half-day field trip on 20th August to familiarize them with the local 

production systems and to examine processes at border posts and in livestock production sites near the border with Russia.

It was noted that there has been progress by the collaborating partners since the last meeting. Delegates expressed their strong 

commitment in continuing the good work and enhancing communication at all levels. The meeting achieved a number of great 

outcomes, including active sharing of information on TADs and Emerging Infectious Diseases (EIDs) - influenza viruses, African Swine 

Fever (ASF), Peste des Petit Ruminants (PPR), Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD). There was strong support for continued collaboration 

for future action, the development of two epidemiological studies to be carried out jointly by the partners. The meeting was facilitated 

by international facilitators from FAO HQs, FAO ECTAD China and Asian Development Bank (ADB). Staff from the ADB, FAO 

Mongolia and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) provided strong support for the meeting. It was agreed that Mongolia 

would host the next meeting in 2015. 

1. China FETPV 5th Module will commence in 22nd September 2014 in Qingdao. The graduation ceremony for China FETPV 

2nd cohort will be held on 26th September 2014. 

2. Enhanced biosecurity and value chain study in Guangxi, Hunan, Yunnan provinces will commence in mid-September 2014. 
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.Trainees were having a discussion with Prof 
Robertson and Dr Cai Chang
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Strengthening trilateral collaboration among China, Mongolia and Russia on 

Transboundary Animal Diseases (TADs)

An advanced course on teaching veterinary epidemiology for university academic 

staff in China was held in Wuhan from 7th to 11th August 2014. This training was a 

continuation of the new initiative for training university academic staff in China, 

which was piloted by FAO, Veterinary Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) 

and Huazhong Agricultural University (HZAU) in early January this year. Its aims 

were to enhance university teachers' understanding of veterinary epidemiology, and 

improve their capacity to teach undergraduate veterinary epidemiology. 

Academic staff from 11 universities participated in the training. The training topics 

mainly included screening, diagnostic testing, biosecurity, survey and sampling. Prof 

Ian Robertson and Dr Cai Chang from Murdoch University delivered the training, 

On 11th August, representatives from the Veterinary Bureau of the MoA, HZAU, CAHEC, Murdoch University and FAO also had 

a meeting to discuss joint collaboration on facilitating veterinary epidemiology education in the future. Based on the discussion, 

a roadmap of the proposed initiatives on collaboration will be developed and circulated among key stakeholders. 

Building veterinary epidemiology capacity for university academics in China
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with support by co-facilitators from China Animal Health and Epidemiology Center (CAHEC), HZAU and FAO ECTAD China. 

While giving the closing remarks to the training, Prof John Edwards from FAO ECTAD China encouraged the trainees to 

utilize their learning when they teach in their universities and in their provinces. The training was considered to be very 

successful and feedback from trainees was very positive. 


