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INTRODUCTION
This publication summarizes the conversation that took place at the “Family Forestry 
is Family Farming” event co-organized by the Forest and Farm Facility (FFF) and the 
International Family Forestry Alliance (IFFA). In the celebration of the International Year 

forest-and-farm families and governments in preparing fertile ground. 

in forested landscapes and the role of forest-and-farm producer organizations in helping 



Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department, 
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations (FAO)

OPENING WORDS

In the frame of this International Year 
of Family Farming (IYFF) event, it is 
an important occasion to also highlight 

by families and smallholders. Therefore, 
through the celebration of this event, 

host the FFF and also my appreciation to 

communities, indigenous people 

you a very fruitful 
day. 

Eduardo Rojas-Briales 



We are very pleased to have the International 
Family Forestry Alliance, represented by 

Family Farming because it is very important 

just agriculture, but also forests. This event 
builds on the momentum generated by the 
conference on forest producer organizations 

the recommendations and turns them into 
guidance for policymakers. The second 

the important roles of governments, 

for generous funding for 
this event, and the other 

donors of the FFF: 

Germany, and the 
United States.

Director, Forest Economics, Policy and Products 
Division, Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations (FAO)

Eva Müller



Policy Officer, Office for Partnerships, Advocacy 
and Capacity Development, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

We are coordinating the IYFF, and since 

family farming is about more than agriculture, 
including aquaculture and forestry. Any farm 
managed by a family and predominantly 

The IYFF recognizes the indispensable role 
of family farming in sustainable development 
– it is crucial for mitigating climate change 
and conserving biodiversity, and for many 
other reasons. Family farming needs to be 
repositioned at the centre of agricultural, 
social and environmental policies. The IYFF 
is an opportunity for us to say: if you are 
serious about sustainable food production 
systems, family farming is a key actor to get 
there. We are using this opportunity to place 
family farms and forests in their rightful places 
in the policy dialogue.

Francesco Pierri 



Peter is chair of the International Family Forestry Alliance (IFFA). IFFA 
is a civil-society organization founded in 2002 to act as an umbrella 

organization for its member associations in North America, Latin America, 
Africa, Australia, Oceania and Europe. IFFA provides a common voice for 

more than 25 million private forest-owning families around the world.

discussion. The four fundamentally 
enabling conditions that are 

breadth and impact are: 1) secure 
tenure, 2) fair market access, 3) good-
quality government support services, 

producer organizations. These 

sensitive to. 

Peter deMarsh 



SESSION 1:
KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERIENCE SHARING 
ON THE IMPORTANCE 
AND ROLE OF FAMILY 
FORESTRY



The first session will look at and examine the importance 
of family forestry. We are going to hear directly from 
small community and indigenous producer organizations 
on both the opportunities and challenges for family 
forestry and farming in wider forest landscapes.



country and our economy. 

and food because they are interdependent. Forests and farms must get full policy attention; 

is capacity – people expect much of smallholders, but investment is needed to make sure they 

Forests and family farming

Robert Bimba 



“Our forests,
our future, 

our livelihoods.”

Robert Bimba is the national coordinator of the Farmers Union Network 
of Liberia (FUN), which was established in 2008 as a voice for smallholder 

farmers. FUN works with more than 35 000 registered farmers countrywide, 
including forest farmers, through 15 county coordinators and seven platforms.



“Women use the forest 
for survival, food, energy, 

medicines. There is no 
way we can live without 

forests.”

there is no food, there are no people. 

the management team in the forests. Forests provide livelihoods, food security and market 
opportunities. We use the forest to train our children on our culture and values. There is no 

Ethel Wion



Ethel Wion is FUN’s officer responsible for gender.



“Community forestry 
is a social-inclusion 
process involving 

water, agricultural and 
forest resources. It is 
also about equality 

in the distribution of 
benefits, social justice, 

social mobilization, and 
democratic norms and 

values.”

Apsara Chapagain is chair of the Federation of Community Forestry Users, 
Nepal (FECOFUN). FECOFUN, which was established in 1995, is the largest 
civil-society organization in Nepal, with a membership of 11 million people 

in nearly 18 000 community forest user groups.



We have much experience in community forestry in Nepal. The government has handed 

development projects also pose threats.

Secure user rights over forests
Apsara Chapagain



Getting organised for market 
opportunities

for them to bargain on the cost of the transport lorry. Associations also make it easier to share 

but by sitting together and talking, even the rice farmers are coming to understand there 

Alagie Basse Mboge



“The 
freedom 
to form 

associations 
helps in 

bargaining 
with 

enterprises.”

Basse is president of the National Farmers’ Platform of the Gambia, which 
represents more than 200 000 farmers and encompasses 425 farmer 

organizations in the agricultural, fisheries, (agro)forestry and livestock sectors.



and men so they can contribute to the management and marketing of ramón. Activities 
include training sessions; participation in local and national fora to promote our producers; 
participatory diagnostic sessions; building capacity in administration; and building the 

chain. 

should both play a role.

Gender equity in the production chain

Grecia Magdalena Lopez Peralta



“We stress gender 
equity and our 

men are no longer 
blindfolded. They 
no longer believe 

that women 
should stay at 

home.”

Grecia is leader of the Women’s Ramón Producer Group in the Petén, Guatemala. 
This group focuses on the collection, processing and marketing of ramón, a 
traditional tree nut also known as the Mayan nut. Ramón seeds are easy to 

harvest non-destructively, and they are also highly nutritious and antioxidant. 



Access to extension and other 
supporting services

Manuel Garcia Gonzalez



“All our plans 
are developed 
on the basis of 

consensus reached 
with producers 

in meetings with 
them.”

Manuel is president of Consejo Directivo de la Conferación Nacional de 
Organizaciones de Silvicultores (CONOSIL). CONOSIL brings together 670 000 
Mexican forest producers in 32 national associations, 218 regional associations 
and 52 local associations. Its main purpose is to strengthen the self-reliance of 

forest producers in the context of social participation.



The following questions were posed to the panellist and the audience:

Why is it important to strengthen the understanding 
and support for the connections between family 
forests and family farms?1

2 What are some of the innovations in connecting 
family forest-and-farm producers to markets?

3 How can producer organizations balance the 
need to do advocacy with the need to improve 
services to their members?

DISCUSSION OF SESSION 1





COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS



Ghanshyam Pandey,
Global Alliance of Community Forestry, Nepal

“
In poor countries, the most educated people are 
young, but they are migrating to cities or abroad, 
and agricultural land is becoming abandoned. 
That land needs to be re-farmed – family farms and 
forests need to be integrated to produce more food, 

and agriculture separately. There are so many ministers. We need 
a collective platform and action to link forests and agriculture. 
Family farmers are the custodians of both agriculture and forests. 
This must be recognized.

Lupino Lazaro,
Permanent Representative of the Philippines

“ requirements and the assistance they need and develop 

family farming, so these comments from the panellists help us to see 

are the future. 





Rukka Sombolinggi,
FFF Steering Committee Member from AMAN, 
Indonesia 

“
In Indonesia, the problem of indigenous peoples 
is tenure security. The government needs to be 

but they support big miners and loggers to go 
into the forests. They recently opened one million hectares of 
food concessions that kill local farmers. The government must 
understand that it is the small-scale farming systems, and not the 

Duncan Macqueen, FFF
Principal Researcher – Forest Team, International
Institute for Environment and Development

“ producer association, an association of traders, and a 

their cost of production above the cost of informal production, so they 

these in a particular district, so they have a target market. 





Patrick M. Kariuki, 
Kenya Forest Service

“
schools methodology for agriculture and used it to 

bring a better understanding of enterprises in the 

Farm Forest Smallholder 
Producers Association of Kenya

“
can do to avoid losing focus is to build their 

refreshing that; the key thing is to build their capacity.



tenure. The land is often subdivided over 
the generations and production becomes 

of organizations in this is important – they 

or provide services, and production can 

to create targeted programmes. 

RESPONSES FROM PANELLISTS
Manuel Garcia Gonzalez



brings together all kinds of 
farmers, including community 

their annual general meeting 
supported by the Forest and 
Farm Facility. It is very important 

other stakeholders, including 
government – come together on an 

Alagie Basse Mboge



young people involved. They are so 
important to us. We are stressing youth 

Grecia Magdalena 
Lopez Peralta



forests. If the people are informed about 

are informed and educated, 
they can push back 
against poor 
policies. 

are innformed and educated, 
theey can push back 
aaggainst poor 
policies. 

understand their roles. Farmers need a team to speak up for 

should provide direct, long-term support to producer 

that because it is a learning process. 

Ethel Wion

Robert Bimba



SESSION 2:
WHEN FOREST SMALLHOLDERS AND 
GOVERNMENTS WORK TOGETHER: 
EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH AN ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
FAMILY FORESTRY



Session 2 will focus on the enabling environment for family forests. 
Country teams from producer organizations and civil society will share their 
experiences – based on several guiding questions:

producer organization and the government in your country? How did you 
arrive at the relationship that you have today?

there particular processes or policies that are helping to facilitate this 
relationship? What is working well, and what accounts for this success?



Lennart works for the Swedish Federation 
of Family Forest Owners, which has 110 000 

members and a long tradition of collaboration 
on family forest smallholdings.

Lennart: 

to a deforestation crisis. 
Bjorn:

resulted in a movement to reforest our degraded lands. 
Lennart:

by companies, so today the majority of the forests is still 

established a federation. 
Bjorn: For the government, the creation of a national 

to talk to one group than to hundreds or dozens.
We could also be sure that information and the results 

Sweden: a win-win outcome 

Lennart Ackzell and Bjorn Merkell



Lennart: 

Bjorn:

Lennart: 

maturity in our relationship has led to dual respect. We have 

forest has been restored and is still increasing. If you 

achieved sustainable forest management because 

many ideas about “my” forests. When they told us, 

Bjorn: Today, there is a good dialogue 

 

Bjorn is Forest Policy Advisor at the Swedish Forest Agency, 
the Swedish government’s expert authority on forests 

and forestry. The agency works for the sustainable use of 
Swedish forests according to the policies and strategies 

decided by the Parliament and the government. 



Guatemala: mutual socioeconomic 

Amauri Molina Alvarez and Marcedonio Curtave

Amauri: 

having a major impact in the country through their shared 
interests. As a representative of government, I can say that it 

Marcedonio: I represent a forest group 

thousands of forest producers; I 
am also a member of the executive 

Amauri is Deputy Director of Guatemala’s 
National Institute of Forests, the country’s 

competent public-sector authority on forests. 



a long period, not overnight. 

Institute of Forests. We have come to have a close relationship. For six years I have been on the National 

relationship, and a symbiosis has come about. 

but by the forest. The government is realizing that people care for 

small-scale producers. 

and their representative organizations has reduced illegal 
activities and curbed deforestation and forest degradation. 

communities, such as capacity building to enable people to 
improve their technical, administrative and entrepreneurial 
skills. We provide scholarships and grants programmes 

apply these in forests. We have installed 
capacity for the production of both 

There are many challenges – and 
one of the main ones is political 
stability. Governments change, 

relationship going. 
Marcedonio is Executive Director of the Association of 

Community Forests of Petén (ACOFOP), which has 22 local 
member organizations. ACOFOP has led a successful 15-year 
process to implement community concessions in half a million 
hectares of tropical rainforest in the Maya Biosphere Reserve.



government achieve its goals because relying on government 

people are starting to see the environmental and economic 

are other challenges: for example, value adding is 

the market value chain and a lack of data on private 

have inadequate capacity. Nevertheless, 

employment and improving livelihoods. 

Service realize its mandate for forest 
development, and as smallholders 

Kenya: growing trees as an investment

Geoffrey is Executive Representative of the 
Farm Forest Smallholder Producers 

Association of Kenya. 



Patrick:

potential. 

so they can put their products in the market. 

mobilizing farmers to move into the Family Forest National 
Federation. 

use and industry, and there are good returns for 
family farms that sell trees. The need to forge a 
common front to market their products is part 
of the reason for the success they are having. 

over time.

Patrick is Deputy Director of the Kenya Forest Service, a 
state corporation responsible for promoting sustainable 

forest management in private, state and community lands 
and for coordinating forest development in Kenya.



Win Pe:

a community forest. The main objective of management in the 

poles and posts from the forest for household use. 

marketable products such as elephant foot yam and rattan canes. The 

Tint Swe: 

they need immediate income. 

Myanmar: acknowledgment of 
indigenous land-use rights 

Aung Thant Zin is Fund Manager at the Myanmar 
Environment Rehabilitation Conservation Network 
and FFF Facilitator - he is translating for U Win Pe.

U Win Pe, Tint Swe, Aung Thant Zin



the community forestry programme. 

platform to act as a dispute settlement mechanism and to obtain funding for community forestry initiatives. 

is needed from another ministry for community forestry in areas outside forest reserves. So land tenure is 

land-use rights, and this policy and plan 
might be a green light on the horizon. 

farm producer organizations in our 
country.

U Win Pe is Chair of the Alechaung Community Forest 
User Group in tropical deciduous forest in eastern 
Myanmar. The Alechaung Community Forest User 

Group formed in 2000 and received Community Forest 
Certificates from the Forest Department in 2003. 

Tint Swe is Director of the Forest 
Department in the Myanmar Ministry of 

Environmental Conservation and Forestry.



DISCUSSION OF SESSION 2



Floor is opened to the audience to hear their responses and 
experiences on work that is happening in their countries, both on 
regional and international level. There are three key questions:

What is needed for forest and forest-and-farm POs to 
engage in a constructive process with government?1

2 What are some of the most practical steps countries 
can take in the short-term to improve the enabling 
environment?

3 Can you give us an illustrative example of some benefits 
when there is a good enabling environment for POs?



COMMENTS FROM PARTICIPANTS 
ON SESSION 2



Manuel Garcia Gonzalez

“ recognition by governments of the important role played 
by those organizations in helping them implement 

that recognize the importance and needs of forest-and-farm producer 

over time.

Joji Cariño, Director, 
Forest Peoples Programme

“
Integrating farms and forests provides multiple 

such as climate, national biodiversity strategies and 
action plans, and sustainable development. Indeed, it 





Herman Savenije, 
Programme Coordinator, 
Tropenbos International

“
A practical step to improving the enabling 
environment for forest-and-farm producer 

for forest 
producers, not 

Robert Bimba 

“
Sometimes the government and forest-and-farm 

supported, it helps everyone. 



amazing. It is very clear that there are mutual 

have heard some good lessons; a big part is 

There is important learning to 
be done by governments 
so they can see producers 

about their forests.

FINAL REFLECTIONS 

Producers are part 
of the solution

Peter is Chair of the International 
Family Forestry Alliance. 

Peter deMarsh



from the young. 

of both forests and farms. Innovative tools are needed to improve measurement, connecting 
both. At a conceptual level, forests and farms should not be treated separately anymore, 

“There is important learning to be 
done by governments so they can see 
producers as people who really care 

about their forests.”



in isolation, the roots have to be tickling each other; the branches have to be interlocked.

of support that governments can give to ensure the livelihoods of all of us, and to keep this 
moving. Governments are pulling back, there is an idea to hand over everything to the 

monoculture, that is one model. It is not the main model, not given the sustainable needs 

strong federations, associations, and community groups in many places. 

opportunities, as mentioned today to build a bigger and better future based on discussions 

In danger of stopping listening 
to the land, and to the people 
from the land



“I see 
tremendous 
potential for 

us to take this 
to scale.”

about economic and cultural and social 

places for them. The fostering of forest-

needed. 

solutions. 

Jeff is Manager of the Forest and Farm Facility.
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CONTACT
Forest and Farm Facility
FAO - Forestry Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy

forest-farm-facility@fao.org

For more information, please visit our website:
www.fao.org/partnerships/forest-farm-facility
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