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A total of 43 participants from the China, Lao PDR, Myanmar and FAO 

ECTAD team attended the two-day meeting. Dr Li Changyou, Deputy 

Director-General, Veterinary Bureau (VB), Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), 

China; Dr Myint Than, Director-General, Livestock Breeding and 

Veterinary Department, Ministry of Agriculture, Myanmar; and Dr 

Bounkouang Khanbounheuang, Director-General of the Livestock and 

One of the key outcomes from the meeting, was agreement on the meeting minutes, which recorded the key issues discussed in the 

meeting and recommendations for future collaboration among three countries. The three countries' veterinary authorities 

demonstrated strong support and great willingness to explore deeper collaboration on TADs control and were keen to see a 

collaboration mechanism established. 

A tripartite meeting among China, Lao PDR and Myanmar was held in 

Vientiane, Lao PDR from 9 to 10 December 2014, with the aim to 

strengthen the control of emerging infectious and transboundary animal 

diseases. This was the first time that the three countries had worked 

together to address the transboundary animal diseases (TADs). The FAO 

ECTAD team from the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) and 

the three countries provided facilitation and support for the meeting. 
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The Third China-Viet Nam Meeting on collaboration to 

address transboundary animal diseases (TADs) was held 

in Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region from 

4-5 December 2014. Around 60 representatives from 

national, provincial and local level of animal health and 

quarant ine author i t ies from China and Viet  Nam 

attended the meeting, while FAO ECTAD teams from 

both countries facilitated the meeting and provided 

support. Dr Wang Gongmin, Deputy Director-General, 

Veterinary Bureau (VB), Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) of 

China; Dr Song Junxia, Division Director of Division of 

Science, Technology and International Cooperation, VB, 

MoA of China led the China delegation and Dr Nguyen 

Prof John Edwards, Senior Technical Coordinator, FAO China ECTAD office made opening remarks on behalf of FAO, presented the 

outcomes of the previous meetings held in Beijing and Viet Nam in 2011 and 2013  and introduced the objectives of the meeting. 

Participants at the meeting achieved a number of good outcomes including: agreement on increased sharing of information, greater 

understanding of approaches to the management of TADs in the epizone, planning and timelines for agreed joint projects on innovative 

approaches to movement of livestock and their products, and refined the roles and responsibilities of the management committee. 

It was agreed that the next bilateral meeting will be held in Viet Nam in August/September 2015. 

This meeting was convened on the basis of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 'Strengthening cooperation on animal 

health' which was signed by the Veterinary Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture of China and the Department of Animal Health of the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Viet Nam in 2012 and this aimed to explore ways to understand and mitigate the 

disease risks and effective control of TADs. 

Group photo for the China-Viet Nam meeting

Chinese delegation participating in the meeting

Fisheries Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Fishery, Lao PDR led the national delegations. Prof John Edwards, Dr Guo Fusheng 

and Mr Tang Hao from FAO China ECTAD office also participated in the meeting and assisted Dr Wantanee Kalpravidh and Dr Peter 

Black and other FAO staf f from Lao PDR and Myanmar with facilitation.

Thu Thuy, Deputy Director-General of the Department of Animal Health, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Viet Nam 

led the visiting team.  
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Prof John Edwards and Dr Guo Fusheng attended the H7N9 Meeting and 

the EPT+ Phase 3 Planning Meeting from 17 to 19 December in Bangkok. 

The closing workshop of the TCP on emergency assistance for 

surveillance of influenza A (H7N9) virus in poultry and animal populations 

in Southeast Asia (TCP/RAS/3406) and South Asia (TCP/RAS/3407) was 

held from 17 to 18 December. Representatives from Southeast Asian 

countries and FAO technical support teams from HQs, RAP and country 

offices attended the meeting. The meeting reviewed the disease situation 

and the status of activities under the H7N9 program, shared information 

on country activities on emergency preparedness. Prof Edwards briefed 

H7N9 situation and trends in China including l ive bird market 

management and market closures in part of the country. 

The EPT+ Phase 3 Planning Meeting was held on 19 December, and 

aimed to review and update the project document, discuss the integration 

1. The risk-based surveillance and risk analysis for university academic staff in China will be held in Wuhan, Hubei Province from 9-13

January 2015.
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FAO China ECTAD attendance at the H7N9

 Meeting and the EPT+ Phase 3 Planning Meeting in Bangkok

A two-day workshop on improving live bird market biosecurity and 

value chain analysis was held in Kunming, Yunnan Province from 25 

to 26 December 2014. The workshop aimed to develop a better 

understanding of the risks of avian influenza to and from Yunnan 

Province by using a value chain analysis approach. Over 60 

participants attended the workshop, including veterinary officials from 

different prefecture and county levels of the Animal Diseases 

Prevention and Control Center (ACDC) and Animal Health Inspection 

Institute (AHII), managers and traders from live bird markets, 

managers from poultry breeding companies, FAO and China Animal 

Health and Epidemiology Center (CAHEC). Dr Guo Fusheng, Mr Tang 

Hao from FAO China ECTAD and Dr Shen Chaojian from CAHEC 

helped with facilitation of the workshop. 

The local veterinary officials expressed their appreciation to FAO and the MoA for their support for avian influenza prevention 

and control in Yunnan, and believed that the value chain analysis will make a significant contribution to understanding the risks 

of avian influenza for Yunnan Province and neighbouring areas. Through the lectures and participatory sessions organized 

during the workshop, participants' understanding on value chain analysis approach was improved, and its application could 

help the local veterinary authorities to better understand the risks in the area. 

FAO Assistance for Workshop on Improving Live Bird Market Biosecurity 

and Value Chain Analysis in Yunnan Province

FAO China ECTAD Highlights

Participants were actively engaging in the meeting discussion

Participants of the EPT+ meeting

of the work plans and coordination mechanism for the EPT+, H7N9 and HPAI/EPT2 projects. Representatives from FAO HQs, 

FAO RAP, and ECTAD country offices (including China and Viet Nam) attended the meeting. Prof Edwards and Dr Guo explained 

the plans for the EPT+ project during the meeting. It had been decided that studies swine influenza virus (SIV) surveillance 

would be focused in Guangdong Province. The surveillance would be focused on species and places where there is evidence of 

an interface with targeted pig farms. The sampling sites will include farms, markets, slaughterhouses and roosting areas. 

Detailed information on the value chains and risk pathways would be collected in both Guangdong and Hunan Provinces.
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