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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This is the final version of the report as approved by the eighth session of the Regional Commission 
for Fisheries (RECOFI), which was held in Muscat, Oman, from 12 to 14 May 2015. The report was 
prepared by the RECOFI Secretariat. 
The material in the appendixes is reproduced as submitted. 

FAO. 2015. Report of the eighth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI), 
Muscat, Oman, 12–14 May 2015. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report No. 1119. Rome. 51 pp. 
[Bilingual version English/Arabic] 

ABSTRACT 

This publication contains the report of the eighth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries 
(RECOFI) held in Muscat, Oman, from 12 to 14 May 2015. The session was attended by 21 delegates 
from all of the 8 members of RECOFI and 2 observer organizations (CITES and WWF). RECOFI was 
presented with a number of issues for discussion and decision related to regional fisheries management 
cooperation and aquaculture development. It addressed the financial report covering the activities of 
the previous biennium, the current state of member contributions and the state of finances for 
undertaking work in the 2015–16 biennium. It adopted a revised terms of reference for the Working 
Group on Aquaculture (WGA) focal points and Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS) 
Regional Centre staff. The list of RECOFI capture species of common interest was revised and 
adopted to include four additional finfish species. The programme of work and budget for 2015–16 
was endorsed, with reduced activities compared with previous intersessional periods. 
RECOFI adopted the RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/8/2015/1 on Minimum Reporting on 
Aquaculture Data and Information. Moreover, it decided that RAIS would include capture fisheries 
data being collected under RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 Minimum Data Reporting in 
the RECOFI area. Finally, it considered the strengthening of the secretariat, including its location in a 
RECOFI member country, and proposed that this be considered further and agreed at an ad hoc 
session. Kuwait offered to host the RECOFI headquarters and secretariat, should they be relocated. 
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OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
1. The eighth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held in Muscat, 
Oman, from 12 to 14 May 2015. The session was attended by 21 delegates from all 8 members of the 
Commission and 2 observer organizations (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora [CITES], and World Wildlife Foundation [WWF]). The list of participants is 
attached as Appendix 2. 
 
2. The eighth session of RECOFI was opened on behalf of His Excellency Dr Hamed Said Al Oufi, 
Under-Secretary of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, by Ahmed Al Mazrouai, Director-
General of Fisheries Resource Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Dr Hamed Al Oufi 
welcomed member countries to Oman and to session. He emphasized the role of RECOFI as key in 
regional fisheries cooperation and called on countries to take more ownership in the activities and 
functioning of the Commission and referred to the need to locate the seat of the Commission including 
its Secretariat in the RECOFI region.  

 
3. He emphasized the need for the member countries to be proactive and committed to ensure and 
enable RECOFI to fulfil its mandate. The opening statement is attached in Appendix 4.  

 
4. Mr El-Zein El-Muzamil, FAO Representative in Oman, welcomed participants and wished 
member country delegates a successful session. He emphasized the important role of fisheries and 
aquaculture in the RECOFI region in terms of both employment and livelihoods, as well as food 
security in the region. He reasserted that regional fishery bodies such as RECOFI were the primary 
organizational mechanism through which States worked together to ensure the long-term sustainability 
of shared fishery resources, and that strengthening regional fisheries management organizations and 
their performance remained the major challenge facing international fisheries governance, to which 
RECOFI was no exception. The opening statement is attached in Appendix 5. 
 
5. The outgoing Chairperson, Mr Ali Mojahedi, Deputy for Fisheries and Port Management, Iran 
Fisheries Organization, Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture, Iran (Islamic Republic of), welcomed the 
participants to the meeting and thanked Oman for hosting the session. The Secretary of RECOFI, Mr 
Piero Mannini, Senior Liaison Officer, FAO, Rome, Italy,    appreciated the efforts that had been made 
to have a full attendance of all eight member countries at this session. The Secretary also expressed his 
appreciation to Iraq, for its flexibility in moving the venue of the session, and to Oman, for agreeing to 
host the session.  

 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING  
 
6. The agenda, attached as Appendix 1, was adopted. The list of documents for the session is 
attached as Appendix 3.   
 
7. The Commission unanimously elected Dr Ahmed Al Mazrouai, Oman, as Chairperson, and the 
representative of Kuwait and Iraq were elected as vice-chairpersons.  
 
REPORT ON THE INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING EMERGING ISSUES OF 
REGIONAL RELEVANCE 
 
8. The RECOFI Secretary introduced document RECOFI/VIII/2015/2. The Commission noted the 
incomplete attendance of RECOFI members at key meetings during the intersessional period; in 
particular at the eighth meeting of the Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM) in Cairo, 
Egypt, 8–10 December 2014. The Commission noted issues of relevance presented by each member 
country and the work of the Permanent Fisheries Resources Committee (PFRC) of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). These issues included developments on management measures, 
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production technologies, and mechanisms for dissemination of knowledge and information, including 
the involvement of stakeholders. 
 
9. The importance of ensuring that these measures are harmonized at the RECOFI level where 
appropriate and relevant was emphasized. The Commission took note of a number of issues related to 
the national fisheries and aquaculture sectors, and all delegates concurred on the merit of taking a 
regionally concerted approach to fisheries management and aquaculture development, based on the 
shared nature of the marine ecosystem and its fishery resources in the RECOFI region.  
 
10. The Commission acknowledged the urgent need to formulate coordinated policy measures with 
the objective of effective fishery management of an increasing number of commercially important 
species, and to ensure their sustainable fishery exploitation. Some delegates underlined the necessity 
to involve and increase awareness and education for fishers and national fisheries officers on this 
topic. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
11. The RECOFI Secretary presented document RECOFI/VIII/2015/3. The Commission commended 
the work of the Secretariat for raising its visibility at the international level and for providing the 
working documents and publications prior to the meetings and sessions. The Chairperson expressed 
his strong appreciation for the support provided by FAO to the Commission, and expressed his wish 
that FAO would be able to maintain this vital technical support in the future. 
 
12. The Commission acknowledged the comprehensive financial report concerning RECOFI’s work 
for the 2013–14 biennium, and noted with concern that the balance of accumulated pending 
contributions, as at 25 March 2015, amounted to USD70 036, which was almost equivalent to the 
previous biennium. The Secretary emphasized that some key activities had only been possible in the 
previous biennium owing to the use of FAO Regular Programme funds. The Commission was advised 
that FAO would not be able to provide the same level of FAO Regular Programme funds in the future.  
 
13. The Commission noted that the countries concerned were in the process of finalizing the payment 
of arrears. Iran (Islamic Republic of) highlighted the role of sanctions in creating a challenge in 
settling arrears in hard currency, and noted that efforts were being made to address these.  
 
REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON AQUACULTURE 
 
SIXTH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON AQUACULTURE 
 
14. The Chairperson of the WGA, Mr Dawood Al-Yahyai, introduced document 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/4. 
 
15. The Commission commended the work of the WGA while acknowledging that some planned 
activities could not be undertaken owing to budgetary constraints. Delegations recognized the 
importance of the collection and sharing of data in a timely manner to support the sustainable 
development of the sector, including through constructive dialogues. Moreover, the Commission urged 
the WGA to address the technical challenges faced by countries in marine aquaculture development 
and to formulate a strategy for its growth in the region. It encouraged the WGA focal points to take the 
initiative in identifying priority issues for discussion at future meetings and to propose related actions. 

 
16. The Commission reviewed the draft terms of reference of the RECOFI WGA focal points and 
adopted them, with some changes, as attached in Appendix 6.  

 
REGIONAL AQUACULTURE INFORMATION SYSTEM (RAIS): PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENT AND FUTURE OUTLOOK 
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17. The Technical Secretary of the WGA and Hussein Alaa Al-Sayegh, Public Authority of 
Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources, Kuwait, presented document RECOFI/VIII/2015/5. The 
Commission took note of the main issues affecting the efficient and full functioning of RAIS. It was 
agreed that RECOFI should focus on the collection and compilation of data on aquaculture taking 
place within its convention area; however, it also recognized the importance and benefits of having 
access to information on the total aquaculture production of RECOFI members. 

 
18. The Commission also adopted the terms of reference of the RAIS Regional Centre staff, proposed 
by the WGA (Appendix 7). The Commission appreciated that Kuwait had confirmed its availability in 
providing the services needed to operate and manage the system. 

 
WORKING GROUP ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
 
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP ON FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT 

 
19. The Chair of the WGFM, Mohammed Al-Kharafi, Head of Bio-aquatic Studies and Research 
Section, Public Authority of Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources, Kuwait, introduced working 
document RECOFI/VIII/2015/6. The Commission reviewed the outcomes of the two meetings and 
confirmed the relevance of the regional priorities identified by the WGFM, including the joint 
appraisal of shared fishery resources and regional management plans.  
 
20. The workshop on the regional joint assessment of kingfish stock is planned in early 2016 in 
Muscat, Oman. The Commission was informed that the GCC PFRC was formulating joint 
management plans for the management of shrimp and narrow-barred Spanish mackerel resources.  

 
21. The Commission noted the importance of genetic typing studies to be included in the future 
programme of work. The delegates from Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Oman advised the 
Commission that they had well-established laboratories capable of carrying out DNA genotyping. The 
delegate from Kuwait advised that DNA genotyping work might also be possible in Kuwait and that 
the government had proposed establishing a gene bank, which might include fisheries species. The 
Commission recognized that it was important that data on shrimp and narrow-barred Spanish mackerel 
also be incorporated and considered in regional datasets used in the stock assessment of these species 
for regional management purposes. The participation in this activity of Pakistan and Yemen would be 
welcomed. 
  
22. The list of RECOFI priority species, which had been revised by the WFGM to include silver 
pomfret (Pampus argenteus) and Indian shad (Tenualosa ilisha), was approved by the Commission. In 
addition, the Commission resolved that four more species should be added to the list: king soldier 
bream (koffar) (Argyrops spinifer), painted sweetlips (farsh) (Diagramma pictum), small-tooth 
emperor (sooli) (Lethrinus microdon), and Indian prawn (Penaeus indicus). The list of species of 
common interest is attached in Appendix 8.  

 
23. The Commission requested the national focal points to provide the common Arabic name of the 
species included in the RECOFI priority species list. 
 
24. The Commission acknowledged with concern that none of the priority activities of the WGFM had 
been addressed during the intersessional period, and member countries should be called on to be more 
proactive to support and implement the Commission’s decisions and work. 

 
FISHERY SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SURVEY IN THE RECOFI REGION 

 
25. The Secretariat presented document RECOFI/VIII/2015/7 on the fishery social and economic 
survey. Data collected through a survey questionnaire from the eight member countries had been 
received and would be incorporated into the analysis, and a revised version of the report circulated to 
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Commission members on the occasion of the ninth meeting of the WGFM. The Commission 
recommended that, while some components of the survey would not need repeating, others should be 
subject to resurvey and updating. Moreover, the Commission advised that fishers should be included 
in future surveys to gather information on their situation and attitudes, and that additional data on 
operating costs and profit should be collected. 
 
26. The Commission noted that all member countries had agreed to ensure that the Task Group 
members were updated in order to continue to work on this matter and expand the survey as 
appropriate and possible. Country delegates are to provide the update within two weeks. 

 
MINIMUM DATA REPORTING ON AQUACULTURE DATA AND INFORMATION 

 
27. The Technical Secretary of the WGA presented working document RECOFI/VIII/2015/8. The 
Commission acknowledged the importance of the timely collection and dissemination of accurate 
aquaculture data and information. The Commission reviewed and adopted the draft RECOFI 
Recommendation RECOFI/8/2015/1 on Minimum Reporting on Aquaculture Data and Information, 
drafted during the sixth meeting of the WGA (Muscat, Oman, 21–23 October 2014), with some 
amendments (Appendix 9). 
 
28. The Commission agreed that 1 June would be the annual deadline for submission of the mandatory 
aquaculture data and information, with the reference year for the data submitted being the preceding 
year. It was also agreed that RAIS would be the mechanism through which the data and information 
would be submitted by the member countries. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOFI RECOMMENDATION RECOFI/6/2011/1 ON MINIMUM 
DATA REPORTING  

 
29. The Secretariat introduced working document RECOFI/VIII/2015/9. The Commission was 
informed that after three rounds of data submission, Bahrain, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Oman, Qatar, 
and Saudi Arabia had well-established formats and procedures for submitting catch and effort data 
separated by fleet segments and fishing gear type, as defined by RECOFI Recommendation 
RECOFI/6/2011/1 on minimum data reporting in the RECOFI area. Iraq had made efforts to provide 
operational information. Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates had not yet submitted any data and 
were strongly encouraged to find a way to provide the information in accordance with the 
Recommendation.  
  
30. The Commission was informed that the data reported under the Recommendation would provide 
an adequate basis for monitoring the status of fishing operations and resources and taking management 
decisions. In order to make the information usable, the Secretariat advised that it would be necessary 
to establish a common database and an access policy.  

 
31. The Commission emphasized that the WGFM should review the set of standard terminologies 
proposed. 
 
32. The Commission was informed that comparable catch and effort data were available from 2010. In 
addition, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia offered historical time series data, and Oman stated its 
commitment to provide historical time series data in a comparable way. Regarding data submission 
and dissemination, the Commission decided that RAIS would include the data collected under 
RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 on minimum data reporting in the RECOFI area, 
considering that RAIS is well established and could provide any additional required functionalities. 
The Commission acknowledged the need to establish an agreed data access protocol and develop a 
standardized and integrated database prior to the dissemination of data, as the existing data exchange 
protocol utilized different formats and terminologies defined separately by each country. This would 
make data analysis extremely difficult. However, the Commission endorsed the immediate 
dissemination of data through RAIS. Accordingly, it would not be necessary for the Secretariat to 
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develop a regional common database at present. The Secretariat expressed concerns about the 
technical feasibility of modifying an information system such as RAIS into a data management 
system, and advised the RAIS Centre staff to initiate the compilation and dissemination of the 
RECOFI capture database, which already has a well-established format.  

CURRENT STATUS OF RECOFI AND FUTURE OUTLOOK 

33. The RECOFI Secretariat introduced working document RECOFI/VIII/2015/10. The Commission
was informed that the current support of FAO to RECOFI could not continue as in the past. The 
Commission took into consideration the different strategy options, including three different funding 
mechanisms. 

34. The Commission considered the strengthening of the Secretariat, including its location in a
RECOFI member country, and agreed that the actual decision on the budget and elements involved 
would need to be discussed and agreed at an ad hoc session. The Commission noted the offer of 
Kuwait to host the RECOFI headquarters and Secretariat, should they be relocated.  

35. The Commission requested that the Secretariat prepare indicative budget scenarios for the future
functioning of the Commission with a dedicated Secretariat and operating from headquarters located 
in the region. The Secretariat was requested to prepare a working document for the ad hoc session, 
including the indicative budget, and to be circulated well in advance to allow for the necessary internal 
consultations. The Commission agreed that the ad hoc session could be held in 2016.  

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET 2015–16 

36. The RECOFI Secretary introduced working document RECOFI/VIII/2015/11. The Commission
considered the activities for the biennium 2015–16 proposed by the WGFM and WGA, taking into 
account the budgetary implications and the possible sources of funding. It recognized that the 
implementation of the work plans would depend on the timely deposit of annual contributions by 
members, support by members in the organization of meetings and activities, data submission by 
members, the settlement of arrears, the commitment by national experts to the work of the 
Commission, and continued technical backstopping by FAO.  

37. The Commission agreed that, owing to ongoing budgetary constraints, the activities of the WGFM
should be reduced to include only the first priority, the regional assessment of kingfish stocks. 

38. The Commission reduced the number of activities of the WGA and joined some of them to be held
concurrently with others. The training workshop on aquaponics was removed in view of there being a 
similar workshop that RECOFI member countries would be invited to attend (one organized under the 
Small-Scale Agriculture Regional Initiative implemented by FAO in the Near East and North Africa 
region). The delegate of Bahrain indicated that training on marine fish reproduction would only be 
possible once its facilities were fully renovated and functional in 2018. The technical meeting on GIS 
in aquaculture would be jointly organized as a bilateral meeting between Oman and Saudi Arabia, and 
would report to the WGA. The full programme of work and budget endorsed by the Commission is 
attached in Appendix 10.  

39. The Commission agreed that the seventh meeting of the WGA would be held in Qatar at the end
of 2015, and that the eighth meeting of the WGA would be held in Bahrain at the end of 2016. The 
Commission agreed that the ninth meeting of the WGFM would be held in Kuwait in November 2015, 
and that the tenth meeting of the WGFM would be held in Qatar in November 2016.  

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

40. The Secretariat informed the Commission that, based on information received by Mr Johann
Williams, former Chairperson of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI), Norway would be 
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interested in sharing its experience in cage aquaculture development with member countries of the 
Commission through the organization and funding of a one-day technical seminar. The Commission 
welcomed the proposal and agreed to host the seminar back-to-back with the upcoming seventh 
meeting of the WGA in Qatar. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE NINTH SESSION OF RECOFI 
 
41. The Commission reconfirmed that the ninth session of RECOFI would be hosted by Kuwait in 
May 2017. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
42. The report was adopted at 15.30 hours on Thursday 14 May 2015. 
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MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
BAHRAIN  
Ibtisam Abdallah KHALAF  
Director of Fisheries Department 
Ministry of Works, Municipality and  
Planning, Agriculture & Marine Resources 
Manama 
Tel.: (+973) 17815857 
Fax: +973-17365069 
Mob.: (+973) 39939329 
E-mail: ekhalaf@mun.gov.bh 
Ibtisam_khalaf@hotmail.com 
 
Abdul Karim Habib AL-RADHI  
Head of Fisheries Assessment Section 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ministry of Works and Agriculture Affairs, 
Municipalities and Urban Planning 
PO Box 20071 
Manama 
Tel.: (+973) 17815870  
Fax: (+973) 17728459 
Mob.: (+973) 39621226 
E-mail: radhi58@hotmail.com 
ahradhi@mun.gov.bh 
 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
Ali Asghar MOJAHEDI 
Deputy for Fisheries and Port Management  
Iran Fisheries Organization  
Ministry of Jahad -e-Agriculture 
No 236, West Fatemi Avenue. PO Box 
14155-6353 
PC 1418636331, Tehran 
Tel.: (+98) 21 66941675 
Mob.: (+98) 9121591261 
E-mail: mojahedialia@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IRAQ 
Musadaq D. ALI 
Director General  
Ministry of Agriculture/Directorate of 
Animal Resource  
Baghdad 
Mobile: (+964) 7901616053 
E-mail: mmdmda@yahoo.com 
fisheries_iraq2005@yahoo.com 
 
KUWAIT 
Faisal AL-HASSAWI 
Assistant Undersecretary 
Deputy Director-General for Fisheries  
Public Authority for Agriculture Affairs 
and Fish Resources 
PO Box 21422, Safat 13075 
Kuwait 
Tel.: (+965) 22254100/22254111 
Fax: (+965) 22254103 
Mob.: (+965) 51444455 
E-mail: faysal_4q8@yahoo.com 
 
Mohammed AL-KHARAFI 
Head of bio-Aquatic Studies & Research 
Section 
Public Authority of Agricultural Affairs 
and Fish Resources 
PO Box 21422 – Safat – 13075 Kuwait 
Tel: (+965) 22254139 
Mob.: (+965) 99679736   
Fax: (+965) 22254103 / 22254113 
E-mail: m_al_kharafi@hotmail.com 
 
Husain Alaa ALSAYEGH 
Lab Director 
Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs 
and Fish Resources State of Kuwait 
P. O. Box 21422 Safat-13075 Kuwait 
Mob.: (+965) 50737775 
E-mail: kinghusain@gmail.com 
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OMAN  
Ahmed AL-MAZROUAI 
Director General of Fisheries Resource 
Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
PO Box 427, Muscat 100  
Tel: (+968) 24688282 (Off)    
Mob.: (+968) 99333483 
E-mail: ahmed.almazrui20@gmail.com 
 
Abdulaziz AL-MARZOUQI 
Director of Marine Science & Fisheries 
Center 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Muscat 
Tel.: (+968) 24688282 (Off) 
Mob.: (+968) 99333483 
E-mail: aa.almarzouqi@gmail.com 
 
Dawood Suleiman AL-YAHYAI 
Director of Aquaculture Development 
Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries 
P.O. Box: 427 PC: 100 Muscat 
Tel.: (+968) 24953130 
Mob.: (+968) 99350730 
Fax: (+968) 24693246 
E-mail: dawoodalyahyai@gmail.com 
 
Yaqoub Salem ALJABRI 
Director of Fisheries Statistics 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
PO Box 467 PC 100 Muscat 
Tel.: (+968) 24952275 
Mob.: (+968) 99448078 
E-mail: yaqoob96@hotmail.com 
yaqoob.aljabri@maf.gov.om 
 
Hussain M.R. ALMUSCATI 
Director of Development and Management 
of Fisheries Resource 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
PO Box 192, PC 134 Jawharet Alshatti 
Muscat 
Tel.: (+968) 24953282 
Fax: (+968) 24693246 
Mob.: (+968) 92626644 
E-mail: hmuscati@yahoo.com 
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Specialist in Fisheries 
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Tel.: (+968) 4813891 
Mob.: (+968) 95200528 
E-mail: ibrahimalanboori5@gmail.com 
 
Essa ALFARSI 
Specialist in Fisheries 
Marine Sciences and Fisheries Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Muscat 
Tel.: (+968) 24740061 
Mob.: (+968) 49665541 
E-mail: esa2020@gmail.com 
 
QATAR 
Mohamed AL-MOHANNADI 
Director of Fisheries Wealth Department  
Ministry of Environment 
PO Box 8703, Doha 
Tel.: (+974) 44207486 
Fax: (+974) 44207650 
Mob.: (+974) 55525580 
E-mail: alshoqeri@moe.gov.qa 
            alshoqeri@hotmail.com 
 
Jassem Saleh AL-MOHAMADY  
Assistant Director 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Environment 
PO Box 8703, Doha 
Tel.: (+974) 44207481 
Fax:  (+974) 44207650 
Mob.: (+974) 55551196 
E-mail: jalmohamady@moe.gov.qa 
 
Mohammad M. AL-ABDULLAH 
Head of Fisheries Development Section  
Ministry of Environment 
PO Box 9100 
Doha 
Tel.: (+974) 44207351 
Fax: (+974) 44207650 
Mob.: (+974) 55842324 
E-mail: mflamarzi@moe.gov.qa 
aquaculturest2@hotmail.com 



 

 

10 

 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Nabil A FITA 
Technical Affairs Manager 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 134 Saihat 31972 
Damam  
Tel.: (+966) 3 8361307 
Fax: (+966) 138361890 
Mob.: (+966) 0505856208 
E-mail: nabil_fita@hotmail.com 
 
Hussein ALNAZRI 
General Manager for Marine 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Riyadh 
Fax: (+966) 114172405 
Mob.: (+966) 506211910 
E-mail: alnazry@hotmail.com 
 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  
Salah Abdallah ALRESSI 
Director of Fisheries Resources 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
Dubai 
Mob.: (+971) 55 4849009 
Fax: (+971) 4 2655822 
E-mail: saalrayssi@moew.gov.ae 
 
Rashed Mohamed ALSHIHI 
Oceanographic Specialist 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
Dubai 
Mob.: (+971) 50 7669372 
E-mail: rmalshihi@moew.gov.ae 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
CITES 
Tom DE MEULENAER 
Chief 
Scientific Services Team 
CITES Secretariat  
International Environment House  
11-13, Chemin des Anémones  
1219 Châtelaine  
Genève, SWITZERLAND 
Tel.: (+41) 022 9178131 
Fax: (+ 41) 022 7973417 
E-mail: tom.de-meulenaer@cites.org 

EWS-WWF 
EMIRATES WILDLIFE SOCIETY  
Marina ANTONOPOULOU 
Marine Programme Manager 
Emirates Wildlife Society - WWF 
P.O. Box: 45553 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Tel.: (+971) 2 6347117 
Mob.: (+971) 1504405531 
Fax: (+971) 2 6341220  
E-mail: mantonopoulou@ewswwf.ae 

 

RECOFI SECRETARIAT 
Piero MANNINI 
Senior Liaison Officer and  
RECOFI Secretary 
Policy, Economics and Institutions Branch 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy  
Tel.: (+39) 06 57056451 
Fax: (+39) 06 57056500 
E-mail: piero.mannini@fao.org 
 
Alessandro LOVATELLI 
Aquaculture Officer and  
Technical Secretary of the RECOFI WGA 
Aquaculture Management and 
Conservation Service  
Fishery and Aquaculture Management 
Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy  
Tel.: (+39) 06 57056448 
Fax: (+39) 06 57053020 
E-mail: alessandro.lovatelli@fao.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

Matthew CAMILLERI 
Fishery Liaison Officer, FIPI 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy  
Tel.: (+39) 06 57056435 
E-mail: matthew.camilleri@fao.org 

Sachiko TSUJI  
Senior Fishery Statistician 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Information and 
Statistics Branch 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Economics and 
Policy Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy  
Tel.: (+39) 06 57055318 
Fax: (+39) 06 57052476 
E-mail: sachiki.tsuji@fao.org 

David J CURRIE 
Fishery and  Aquaculture Officer 
FAO Subregional Office for the Gulf 
Cooperation Council States & Yemen, 
(SNG) 
Ministry of Environment & Water  
PO Box 62072, Abu Dhabi,  
United Arab Emirates 
Tel.: (+971) 2 4470744 ext. 217 
Fax: (+971) 2 6586733 
Mob.: (+971) 052 8018375 
E-mail: david.currie@fao.org 

Lori CURTIS  
Fishery Consultant 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy  
Tel.: (+39) 06 57056752 
Fax: (+39) 06 57056500 
E-mail: lori.curtis@fao.org 

Paula ANTON  
Junior Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer 
Regional Office for Near East and North 
Africa 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)  
11, Al Eslah El Zerai St., Dokki 
Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.: (+20) 233316000 ext. 2815 
Fax: (+20) 2 37495981 / 33373419 
E-mail: paula.anton@fao.org 

Heba FAHMY  
Programme Assistant 
FAO Regional Office for the Near East 
  and North Africa 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
11, Al Eslah El Zerai St., Dokki 
PO Box 2223 Dokki  
Cairo, Egypt 
Tel.: (+20) 2 33316129 
Fax: (+20) 2 37495981 / 33373419 
E-mail: hebatallah.fahmy@fao.org



12 

APPENDIX 3 
List of documents 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/1  Agenda   
RECOFI/VIII/2015/2 Report on the intersessional activities, including emerging 

issues of regional relevance 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/3 Administrative and financial reports  
RECOFI/VIII/2015/4 Sixth meeting of the Working group on Aquaculture 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/5 Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS): 

performance assessment and future outlook  
RECOFI/VIII/2015/6 Seventh and eighth meeting of the Working Group on Fisheries 

Management 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/7  Fishery social and economic survey in the RECOFI region  
RECOFI/VIII/2015/8 Draft recommendation on minimum reporting on aquaculture 

data and information  
RECOFI/VIII/2015/9 Implementation of RECOFI Recommendation 

RECOFI/6/2011/1 on minimum data reporting in the RECOFI 
area  

RECOFI/VIII/2015/10 Current status of RECOFI and future outlook 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/11 Programme of work and budget for the biennium 2015-2016  
RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.1 List of Documents 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.2 List of Participants 
RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.3 Report of the seventh session of the Regional Commission for 

Fisheries (RECOFI). Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 14-16 
May 2013 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.4 Report of the Sixth Meeting of the RECOFI Working Group on 
Aquaculture, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, 21-23 October 2014 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.5 Report of the Seventh Meeting of the RECOFI Working Group 
on Fisheries Management, Kuwait City, the State of Kuwait, 5–
7 November 2013 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/Inf.6 Report of the Eighth Meeting of the RECOFI Working Group 
on Fisheries Management, Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt, 8-10 
December 2014 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/Dma.1 State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture. FAO, 
Rome, 2014 

RECOFI/VIII/2015/Dma.2 Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale 
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty 
Eradication. FAO, Rome, 2015. 



 

 

13 

APPENDIX 4 
 

Opening statement on behalf of His Excellency Dr Hamed Said Al Oufi, Under-Secretary of 
Fisheries Resources Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

 
“In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful” Praise be to God, and blessings and peace be 
upon our Prophet Mohammed the guiding and the faithful and upon his relatives and followers. H.E 
Dr Hamed bin Said Al-Oufi, the undersecretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  Wealth 
for Fisheries. The patron of this ceremony. Mr. AL-Zain AL-Muzamil, representative of FAO in 
Oman. Distinguished Delegates from RECOFI Member States, Observers from regional and 
international organization. Ladies and Gentlemen. A’Salaam Alaikumm. 
 
On behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries Wealth, I would like to welcome all the 
delegates from member countries participating in this Eighth session Regional Commission for 
Fisheries (RECOFI) and, I wish you all a very successful meeting. 
 
RECOFI was established by FAO in 2001 with the aim to enhance the cooperation in fisheries 
between the member countries of RECOFI. Since its establishment, RECOFI conducted many 
important initiatives in both fisheries and aquaculture sectors. These include the establishment of two 
working  groups on aquaculture and fisheries, the Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS) 
and many other project through the two working groups. Through RECOFI, bilateral and tripartite 
cooperation were undertaken such as the cooperation between Iran, Iraq and Kuwait in the northern 
area of RECOFI. RECOFI also allows the member countries to deal with the international 
organizations through inviting these organizations to the session. Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an example of this cooperation where 
measures on shark fisheries and many other endangered marine species endorsed by CITES are 
discussed and recommendations for member countries were given for effective implementation.   
 
RECOFI now complete its 14th year and it is true that RECOFI played an important role in fisheries 
and aquaculture sectors through its working groups, meetings and projects, but still we think that there 
is more efforts needed to accomplish the objectives of RECOFI. Thanking FAO for all efforts to help 
RECOFI as one of its regional bodies, but it is our role as member countries to enhance the work of 
RECOFI through different aspects including but not limited timely deposit of the budget, funding 
some proposed projects, participating in all the meetings with the nominated persons. Availability of 
budget in the RECOFI is crucial for conducting the proposed activities as many proposed events were 
canceled due to the lack of sufficient resources. 
 
Another very important issue to be considered for enhancement of RECOFI work is the establishment 
of the secretariat and headquarters of RECOFI. We strongly believe that these should be based in the 
region in order to facilitate the work, taking into consideration that this secretariat should be 
strengthened with professional and administrative posts.    
 
We in Oman strongly believed on the RECOFI as an important governmental forum and support any 
initiative aimed to enhance the role of RECOFI and we call all member countries participated in this 
session to effectively participate in works of this session taking into consideration that RECOFI with 
the current situation cant fulfill its objectives and duties in a good manner 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Dr Hamed bin Said Al-Oufi, Undersecretary of Ministry of Agriculture 
e& Fisheries Wealth for Fisheries for his under patronage of this opening ceremony. Personally and 
on behalf of my colleagues in the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Wealth, I would also like to 
thank all member countries who have responded to this invitation to attending this meeting, and I 
extend my thanks to the technical secretariat RECOFI and also to the staff of FAO offices in Rome, 
Cairo, UAE and Oman who do a great job to ensure the success of RECOFI commission and the two 
technical working groups  
May I add my good wishes for a successful meeting. Thank you.  
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APPENDIX 5 
 

Opening statement of Mr El-Zein El-Muzamil, FAO Representative in the Sultanate of Oman 
 
On behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to extend 
a warm welcome to each and all of you on the occasion of the opening of the 8th Session of the 
Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI). I am pleased to express my deep gratitude and sincere 
appreciation to the representatives of member states as well as the partners for their presence and 
participation in this meeting in Muscat. Please allow me at the outset to extend my deepest thanks and 
gratitude to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in the Sultanate of Oman for hosting this 
meeting and for the efforts exerted by the officials for the organization of this session. I also want to 
thank my colleagues in the organization that came from the Headquarters and from the region to 
participate in this meeting.  
 
You may know that the fisheries and aquaculture support the livelihoods for nearly 12% of the world's 
population. Fish remain an important source of energy and constitute 17% of the global consumption 
of animal protein. The fish production continues to increase and about 136 million is the quantity 
produced for food use in 2012. Capture fisheries and aquaculture production in 2013 in RECOFI 
region amounted to approximately 850 000 tonnes, therefore contributing to food security in the 
region, employing more than 180,000 fishers and generating around 400,000 jobs in secondary 
activities including post-harvest, and assuring the livelihoods of possibly up to one million people.  
 
The World today consumed more fish than ever due to the increased production and the awareness of 
the nutritional value of fish. The global average of per capita fish consumption has increased from 10 
kg in the mid-sixties to nearly 20 kg at present. 
 
The increase in demand of fish calls for this sector to be more productive and sustainable and to 
develop production systems that are more effective and comprehensive. The development of the 
fisheries sector has led in many cases to excessive exploitation of the resources and a threat to 
ecosystems and environmental degradation. In addition, the sector is facing problems of illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing as well as the problems of safety at sea. The Committee on World 
Food Security at its Forty-first Session in October 2014 recognized the contribution of fisheries and 
aquaculture to food security and nutrition, as a primary source of protein and essential nutrients, and 
as a provider of income and livelihoods, and also recognized that the sustainability of fisheries and 
aquaculture is a fundamental condition for food security and nutrition. 
 
The vision is to achieve the contribution of fisheries and aquaculture to the sustainable development 
and the eradication of food insecurity in line with the strategic objectives of FAO adopted by the 
Members States of the organization. In order to achieve this vision, FAO is working to provide advice 
and to develop standards to assist Member States. In this regard the organization in collaboration with 
partners has prepared voluntary guidelines. These guidelines provide the frameworks that can be used 
as a reference when preparing strategies and policies, laws, programs and activities. 
 
In June of last year, the thirty-first session of the Committee on Fisheries endorsed the Voluntary 
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small Scale Fisheries which is an important achievement towards 
establishing sustainable small-scale fisheries. These guidelines were formulated to complement the 
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries designed by the organization in 1995. 
 
In 2012 the World Food Security Committee, hosted by FAO, has approved the Voluntary Guidelines 
on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the context of food security 
formulated by the organization in consultation with its partners. These guidelines follow closely the 
model used in other FAO voluntary tools that define the principles and internationally accepted 
standards and practices of good governance. More than 1,000 experts from governments, academia, 
private sector organizations representing 133 countries have participated in a series of consultations 
and workshops and committees and all of this has led to a document is considered as a luminous 



 

 

15 

milestone in the history of joint action and the approval granted in May 2012 was a huge step in the 
development of tenure policies, standards in order to protect small farmers and fishermen in 
developing countries. The organization has already begun to take the necessary measures to translate 
these guidelines into concrete actions on the ground. 
 
The sustainable use of natural resources depends mainly on how the individuals and communities can 
reach those resources and the effectiveness of the mechanisms that regulate the possession in order to 
ensure sustainability to current and future generations. With population growth and climate change 
and the need to achieve food security, the competition on natural resources has increased. Towards all 
that and in order to achieve the objectives of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, which was held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012, FAO has launched the blue growth 
initiative as a framework of sustainability in integrated management of social and economic aquatic 
ecosystems which are under pressure due to over-exploitation of stocks, pollution and declining 
biodiversity. 
 
The complex semi-enclosed nature of the RECOFI area means that the marine fishery resources are 
shared between coastal countries. Many marine species use different habitats at different stages of 
their life cycle, which may involve trans-boundary distribution across the RECOFI region. 
Commission Members share the benefit of exploiting many of the fishery resources as well as the 
responsibility for their sound management. It is widely recognized by the international community 
that regional fisheries bodies, such as RECOFI are the primary organizational mechanism through 
which States work together to ensure the long-term sustainability of shared fishery resources. 
However, strengthening regional fisheries management organizations and their performance still 
remains the major challenge facing international fisheries governance. Numerous RFMOs are 
recognizant of the need for greater cooperation between member states and the need to reform their 
legal and institutional framework. RECOFI is no exception to this situation. 
 
Representative of member states, I would like to draw your attention that member countries at the 
FAO Regional Conference for the Near East at the 32nd Session (24-28 February 2014) noted the role 
of RECOFI and made a number of recommendations, in particular the Conference: 
 
i) acknowledged the role of RECOFI in effectively promoting cooperation among its Members for the 
development of fisheries and aquaculture, and requested FAO to continue ensuring its technical 
support to the Commission; and 
 
ii) encouraged RECOFI members to ensure adequate funding to preserve the work of the 
Commission, as this was becoming increasingly essential for the sustainability of shared fishery and 
aquaculture resources in the Region. 
 
I wish to remind you that regional fisheries management organizations such as RECOFI were 
established by the Member countries to facilitate and reinforce regional collaboration. RECOFI 
appears as a convenient and valid mechanism to promote and enhance the regional dialogue and 
cooperation for the sustainable development of regional fisheries. 
 
I wish to recall that the mandate of the Commission as set out in the Agreement for the Establishment 
of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI Agreement), adopted by the FAO Council in 
1999 and entered into force on 26 February 2001, is “to promote the development, conservation, 
rational management and best utilization of living marine resources, as well as the sustainable 
development of aquaculture in the area of its competency.” 
 
It is noted that Members are not yet adequately providing their Commission, RECOFI, with the 
needed support to increase the regional capacity for the appraisal and management of common 
resources. Much more can and should be done. Members should be more actively involved in the 
work of their Commission to fully benefit from its services for the wealth and sustainability of 
regional fisheries and aquaculture and of their fishing communities. The Food and Agriculture 
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Organization stands ready to assist RECOFI; however the ultimate responsibility of state of regional 
fisheries and their stocks remain with the Member countries. The time has come to accomplish the 
consolidation of the Commission and have it fully rooted in the region to fulfil its mandate for the 
benefit of all.   
 
You are the experts in the field of fisheries and aquaculture and there is no doubt that you are more 
than others have the deep knowledge of the problems and challenges of this sector. With the 
accumulative experience you gained over the years you can contribute concretely and effectively in 
the proceedings of this meeting. Many activities took place between this session and the seventh 
session, and the agenda of this session cover important topics, including reports from the Working 
Groups on Aquaculture and Fisheries Management as well as the results of the social and economic 
survey. And, above all, it is expected to discuss the current situation and the future of the commission 
and how to enhance its role as a regional organization in the fisheries sector. 
 
Before leaving I wish to commend the active partnership between the Sultanate and FAO in all areas 
and the material and moral support offered by the Sultanate to the Regional Commission for Fisheries 
activities. In addition to hosting this session the Sultanate hosted last year's meeting of the working 
group on aquaculture and will host later this year the meeting on Biosecurity and Risk Analysis of 
Aquaculture as well as the workshop on the voluntary guidelines for the sustainable small scale 
fisheries.  
 
We trust that the Sultanate will continue its leading role, and finally I want to express my sincere 
thanks to Dr. Hamad bin Said Al-Oufi for sponsoring this opening session and thanks are extended 
once again to the officials in the ministry and the colleagues from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations who have worked together to organize the eighth session of the 
meeting of the RECOFI and I wish you a successful and very productive session.   
 
Thank you very much 
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APPENDIX 6 
Terms of reference for RECOFI WGA focal points1 

 
 
Within the coverage area of the commission, the national RECOFI Working Group on 
Aquaculture (WGA) Focal Points will: 
 

 Promote and support the activities of the Working Group, especially in the 
intersessional periods. 

 Disseminate information concerning aquaculture nationally and in the region. 
 Facilitate the exchange of information related to aquaculture. 
 Facilitate the collection of national data and information for publication in the RAIS 

Web site. 
 Promote and enhance regional cooperation among Members. 
 Bring national aquaculture development issues of regional interest to the attention of 

the Working Group on Aquaculture and the Commission. 
 Advise on, and assist in the formulation of, inter alia, work programmes, projects and 

other activities. 
 Act to support the implementation of activities consistent with the above 

responsibilities. 
 The RECOFI-WGA Chairperson will be the main interface between the RECOFI-

WGA Focal Points and the Commission Secretariat. 
 
Any other information related to the overall national aquaculture sector can be submitted. 
 
Furthermore, the RECOFI-WGA Focal Points will ensure that the RECOFI National Focal 
Points are fully briefed on the activities of the Working Group on Aquaculture and, as 
appropriate, provide advice on the Commission’s programme of work and budget and other 
activities, including on their relevance to national policy. 
 
To ensure that the national RECOFI-WGA Focal Points are in a position to undertake these 
responsibilities, they should be experienced aquaculture officers with ready and regular 
access to RECOFI National Focal Points and other national policy makers.  
 
The Working Group on Aquaculture may review these terms of reference from time-to-time 
and make recommendations for their amendment. 
 
 

                                                                            
1 The Commission endorsed the Terms of Reference of the RECOFI National Focal Points at its fifth 

session held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 12 to 14 May 2009. 
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APPENDIX 7 

Terms of reference for Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS) Regional Centre staff 

Within the coverage area of the Commission, the RAIS Regional Centre staff will be 
responsible for the management, maintenance, assessment and exchange of aquaculture 
related data and information among all RECOFI member countries and networking with 
national governmental institutions, scientific and non-governmental organizations, regional 
and specialised agencies, for the effective information dissemination and  implementation of 
network activities. The staff should accomplish the following tasks: 

 Liaise with all WGA Focal Points to implement and ensure an efficient data and
information flow in RAIS.

 Encourage the WGA Focal Points to submit data and news on a regular basis.
 Prepare and distribute news releases and technical reports, as appropriate, and produce a

brief annual report on the status, trends and prospective of aquaculture development in the
region.

 Carry out regular revision and validation of submitted data to ensure correctness and
consistency.

 Ensure the regular maintenance of the information system, supervising ongoing publishing
activities and administration of the system including backups and security patches.

 Conduct web analysis to assess the impact of RAIS on aquaculture stakeholders, and
prepare bi-annual standardized web analysis reports to be presented during the annual
meetings of WGA and RECOFI sessions.

 Handle relevant correspondence and reply to inquiries on publicly available  information;
 Liaise with public/private organizations which may support the RAIS Network.
 Participate when possible in national and regional events (e.g. meetings, conferences,

workshops, fairs) and deliver presentations for promoting the services of RAIS in the
region.

Man-power requirements: 

 Aquaculture Officer: with university degree or equivalent in aquaculture science with at
least 5 years of experience in the region.

 Information Officer: University degree or equivalent in information or communications
sciences with at least 5 years of practical experience in information and communication.

 IT Officer: University degree or equivalent in computer science with at least 5 years of
practical experience in information architecture of web sites, content management and
maintenance tools.

All should satisfy the following criteria: 

 Excellent and proven communication skills with government officials, scientific
organizations and other stakeholders engaged in the RECOFI area aquaculture sector.

 Fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English.
 Excellent team working skills.
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APPENDIX 8 
 

Adopted list of species of common interest 
 

FAO name ASFIS 
code Common name Scientific name 

Green Tiger Prawn TIP Green Tiger Prawn Penaeus semisulcatus 
Blue swimming crabs SCD Blue swimming crab Portunus pelagicus 
Pharaoh cuttlefish IAH Cuttlefish Sepia pharaonis 
Stolephorus anchovies STO Anchovies Stolephorus spp. 
Indian oil sardine IOS Indian oil sardine Sardinella longiceps 
Bludger NGY Jacks Carangoide gymnostethus 
Golden trevally GLT Golden trevally Gnathanodon speciosus 
Indian mackerel RAG Indian mackerel Rastrelliger Kanagurta 
Snubnose emperor LBW Orange finned emperor Lethrinus borbonicus 
Pink ear emperor LTS Redspot emperor Lethrinus lentjan 
Spangled emperor LHN Spangled emperor Lethrinus  nebulosus 
Coral hind CFI Coral grouper/Bluespotted grouper Cephalopholis miniata 
Orange-spotted grouper ENI Orange-spotted grouper Epinephelus coioides 
White-spotted spinefoot SCN Rabbitfish Siganus canaliculatus 
Narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel 

COM King mackerel/Narrow-barred 
Spanish mackerel 

Scomberomorus 
commerson 

Longtail tuna LOT Longtail tuna Thunnus tonggol 
Kawakawa KAW Kawakawa Euthynnus affinis 
Requiem sharks nei RSK Sharks Carcharhinidae 
Silver pomfret SIP Silver pomfret Pampus argenteus 
Hilsa shad HIL Indian shad Tenualosa ilisha 
King soldier bream KBR King soldier bream Argyrops spinifer 
Painted sweetlips DGP Painted sweetlips Diagramma pictum 
Smalltooth emperor LEN Smalltooth emperor Lethrinus microdon 
Indian white prawn PNI Indian white prawn Penaeus indicus 

 
 

http://www.fishbase.org/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?ID=491&AT=silver+pomfret
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APPENDIX 9 

Recommendation RECOFI/8/2015/1 Minimum Reporting on Aquaculture Data and 
Information 

The Regional Fisheries Commission (RECOFI), 

RECALLING the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries which calls for sustainable 
development and responsible aquaculture practices; 

RECALLING the RECOFI’s role in promoting the sustainable development of aquaculture in 
the marine areas defined in Article IV of the RECOFI Agreement; 

RECALLING the Article III (g) of the RECOFI Agreement in which Contracting Parties 
agree to promote programmes for aquaculture enhancement and to regularly collect and 
disseminate information on aquaculture production and other data relevant to the function of 
the Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA) and as defined in the endorsed Terms of 
Reference of the WGA; 

CONSIDERING the development of the Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS) to 
promote aquaculture in the RECOFI area as endorsed by the Commission at its third Session;  

RECOGNIZING the need of the Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA) to have access to 
reliable data to undertake its work effectively; 

RECALLING that standards in aquaculture data collection and statistics should be established 
in line with guidelines set by the FAO Coordinating Working Party on Aquaculture Statistics; 

NOTING that the Regional Aquaculture Information System has been established as the 
aquaculture data collection scheme through which RECOFI member countries can regularly 
submit national data on aquaculture; 

NOTING that RECOFI endorsed that the responsibilities of the RAIS national coordinators be 
formally endowed with a national institution; 

ADOPTS, in conformity with the provision of paragraph 1(b) and (h) of Article III and 
Article V of the RECOFI Agreement, the following: 

1. Contracting Parties shall submit the data within the coverage area of the Commission for
the parameters listed below on an annual basis to the RECOFI Secretariat through the
RAIS website:

PRODUCTION STATISTICS - MANDATORY 
-  CWP1 Statistical Areas 
-  Culture environment (brackish, marine and freshwater) 
-  Cultured species (scientific and common name; including capture-based species) 

1  See http://www.fao.org/fishery/area/Area51/en 
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-  System of culture (extensive, semi-intensive, intensive) 
-  Type of culture (cages, ponds, raceways, hatchery) 
-  Type of product (eggs, fingerlings, market size) 
-  Capture-based aquaculture input (eggs, wild fingerlings, wild fish) 
-  Production quantity (tonnes/units) 
-  Production value (currency) 

PRODUCTION CENTRES - MANDATORY
-  Unit (segment) of production (hatcheries, ongrowing farms) 
-  Number of production centres per unit (segment) 
-  Cultured species per unit (segment) 
-  Total volume (m3) of facilities of production centres per segment 
-  Destination of product per segment (consumption, ongrowing, restocking, ornamental) 

MARKET - OPTIONAL
- Feed, fishmeal and fish oil: 

 Domestic production (tonnes)
 Imports (tonnes)
 Feed prices for major farmed species (value per tonne)
 

- Trade and consumption: 
 Total import and export of farmed aquatic products (weight and value)
 Import and export of major farmed species (weight and value)
 Main export destination for farmed species
 National per capita consumption of farmed aquatic products

2. The deadline for submissions is June 1st, with the reference year for the data submitted
being the preceding year.

3. Members shall nominate a national focal point responsible for the submission of
aquaculture data. 
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APPENDIX 10 
 

 Programme of work and budget 2015–16 
 

 
Working 
Group 

Activity Date Location Duration 
(days) 

Indicative 
cost 
(USD) 

Status 

WGFM 9th meeting of WGFM November 
2015 

Kuwait 3  Annual 
Meeting 

WGFM 10th meeting of WGFM November 
2016 

Qatar 3  Annual 
Meeting 

WGFM Regional joint 
assessment of Kingfish 
stock  

April 
2016 

Oman 3-4 30 000 1st priority  

 
 
Working 
Group 

Activity Date Location Duration 
(days) 

Indicative 
cost 
(USD) 

Status 

WGA 7th meeting of WGA End 
2015 

Qatar 3  Annual 
Meeting 

WGA 8th meeting of WGA End 
2016 

Bahrain (to be 
confirmed) 

3  Annual 
Meeting 

WGA Training workshop on 
aquaculture risk analysis 

Octob
er 
2015 

Oman 4 20 000 1st Priority 

WGA Technical workshop on 
aquaculture recirculation 
technologies (RAS) 

End 
2015 
 

Qatar 1  Back to 
back with 
7th WGA 

WGA Workshop on the 
development of a regional 
biosecurity strategy for 
aquaculture 

Octob
er 
2015 

Oman 1  Together 
with the 1st 
priority 

WGA Advancement of the 
Regional 
Aquaculture Information 
System 

2015-
2016 

Kuwait -- 15 000  

 
 
 

 



This publication contains the report of the eighth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries 
(RECOFI) held in Muscat, Oman, from 12 to 14 May 2015. The session was attended by 21 delegates 
from all of the 8 members of RECOFI and 2 observer organizations (CITES and WWF). RECOFI was 

presented with a number of issues for discussion and decision related to regional fisheries 
management cooperation and aquaculture development. It addressed the financial report covering 
the activities of the previous biennium, the current state of member contributions and the state of 
finances for undertaking work in the 2015–16 biennium. It adopted a revised terms of reference for 

the Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA) focal points and Regional Aquaculture Information 
System (RAIS) Regional Centre staff. The list of RECOFI capture species of common interest was 

revised and adopted to include four additional finfish species. The programme of work and budget 
for 2015–16 was endorsed, with reduced activities compared with previous intersessional periods. 

RECOFI adopted the RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/8/2015/1 on Minimum Reporting on 
Aquaculture Data and Information. Moreover, it decided that RAIS would include capture fisheries 
data being collected under RECOFI Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 Minimum Data Reporting in 

the RECOFI area. Finally, it considered the strengthening of the secretariat, including its location in a 
RECOFI member country, and proposed that this be considered further and agreed at an ad hoc 

session. Kuwait offered to host the RECOFI headquarters and secretariat, should they be relocated. 
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Green Tiger Prawn TIP Green Tiger Prawn Penaeus semisulcatus 

Blue swimming crabs SCD Blue swimming crab Portunus pelagicus 

Pharaoh cuttlefish IAH Cuttlefish Sepia pharaonis 

Stolephorus anchovies STO Anchovies Stolephorus spp. 

Indian oil sardine IOS Indian oil sardine Sardinella longiceps 

Bludger NGY Jacks Carangoide gymnostethus 

Golden trevally GLT Golden trevally Gnathanodon speciosus 

Indian mackerel RAG Indian mackerel Rastrelliger Kanagurta 

Snubnose emperor LBW Orange finned emperor Lethrinus borbonicus 

Pink ear emperor LTS Redspot emperor Lethrinus lentjan 

Spangled emperor LHN Spangled emperor Lethrinus nebulosus 

Coral hind CFI Coral grouper/Bluespotted grouper Cephalopholis miniata 

Orange-spotted grouper ENI Orange-spotted grouper Epinephelus coioides 

White-spotted spinefoot SCN Rabbitfish Siganus canaliculatus 

Narrow-barred Spanish macke-
rel 

COM King mackerel/Narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel 

Scomberomorus commerson 

Longtail tuna LOT Longtail tuna Thunnus tonggol 

Kawakawa KAW Kawakawa Euthynnus affinis 

Requiem sharks nei RSK Sharks Carcharhinidae 

Silver pomfret SIP Silver pomfret Pampus argenteus 

Hilsa shad HIL Indian shad Tenualosa ilisha 

King soldier bream KBR King soldier bream Argyrops spinifer 

Painted sweetlips DGP Painted sweetlips Diagramma pictum 

Smalltooth emperor LEN Smalltooth emperor Lethrinus microdon 

Indian white prawn PNI Indian white prawn Penaeus indicus 
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