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I. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The Informal Regional Consultation on the State of Africa’s Biodiversity for Food and 

Agriculture took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 24 to 26 May 2016. The meeting was organized 

jointly by the Secretariat of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

(Commission), the FAO Regional Office for Africa (FAO RAF) and the Subregional Office for Eastern 

Africa (FAO SFE). The list of participants from countries and regional organizations is given in Annex 

IV to this report. 

2. Mr Patrick Kormawa, FAO Subregional Coordinator for Eastern Africa, on behalf of Mr Bukar 

Tijani, Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for Africa, opened the meeting and 

welcomed participants. He highlighted that the potential of Africa’s genetic resources is underutilized 

and put forward that biodiversity in Africa is still poorly understood. Moreover, he underlined that basic 

natural resources such as soil, water and genetic resources are eroded as a result of climate change. He 

also drew attention to the fact that biodiversity for food and agriculture is not fully appreciated by 

leaders in Africa, and there is a need for knowledge creation and awareness raising. 

3. Ms Irene Hoffmann, Secretary of the Commission, welcomed the participants and thanked them 

for their participation to this regional consultation. She highlighted the importance of the State of the 

World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture process and encouraged countries to submit their 

Country Report.  

4. Mr. Amadou Allahoury, FAO Representative in Ethiopia, welcomed participants to Ethiopia 

and highlighted the importance of biodiversity in Ethiopia and referred to the International Day for 

Biological Diversity Mainstreaming that took place on the 22 May. He underlined that Ethiopia is part 

of two biodiversity hotspots of global significance and emphasised the need to maintain and sustainably 

use biodiversity for food and agriculture in the region.  

II. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

5.  The Secretariat of the Commission presented the context for the regional consultation, and 

noted that in adopting its Multi-Year Programme of Work, the Commission had agreed, at its Eleventh 

Regular Session in 2007, to the preparation of the The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food 

and Agriculture1 (SoW BFA), and, at its Fourteenth Regular Session, had requested FAO to prepare 

the SoW BFA for consideration at its Sixteenth Regular Session, following a process agreed upon by 

the Commission. The Secretariat also noted that the Commission had stressed that the process for 

preparing the SoW BFA should be based on information from Country Reports and should also draw 

on thematic studies, reports from international organizations and inputs from other relevant 

stakeholders, including centres of excellence from developing countries.2 The Secretariat further noted 

that following a request from the Commission at its last session in January 2015,3 a series of informal 

regional consultations for the SoW BFA were being held in 2016, the objective being to share 

knowledge and information on the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture and to discuss needs 

and priorities for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity for food and agriculture in the 

respective regions. 

 

6. Participants agreed to divide their work into three main sessions, addressing the four main areas 

of management identified in the Guidelines for the preparation of the Country Reports for The State of 

the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture4: 

                                                           
1 CGRFA-11/07/Report   
2 CGRFA-14/13/Report, paragraph 14.   
3 CGRA/15/Report, paragraph 13. 
4 http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/biodiversity/guidelines/en/ 
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i. Assessment and monitoring (Chapters 1 and 2) 

ii. Sustainable use and conservation (Chapters 3 and 4) 

iii. Policies, institutions and capacity/Regional and international cooperation (Chapter 5) 

 

7. The agenda of the meeting is contained in Annex I to this report.  

8. At the beginning of each of the three sessions, the Secretariat presented the main findings 

relevant to the respective area of management from a preliminary analysis of Country Reports submitted 

before 16 May 2016. Participants then split into working groups and identified regional needs, priorities 

and possible actions for each main area. The working groups reported their results back to the plenary 

for discussion. On day 3, a consolidated list of needs, priorities and possible actions was reviewed in 

plenary and finalized, as given in Annex II to this report. 

 

III. STATUS OF PREPARATION OF THE REGION’S COUNTRY REPORTS 

FOR THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 

9. The Commission Secretariat presented an overview of the status of preparation of the SoW 

BFA. It also introduced the draft Synthesis of the state of biodiversity for food and agriculture in Africa 

(draft regional report), which provides an analysis of the Country Reports5, the draft Country Reports6 

and the brief reports7 received by the Secretariat before 16th May 2016. The draft regional report had 

been circulated prior to the meeting to all participants. 

10. The Commission Secretariat confirmed that Country Reports completed, endorsed by 

governments and submitted to the Commission Secretariat by 15 July 2016 would be reflected in the 

draft revised regional report, as well as in the draft SoW BFA. Whereas the draft SoW BFA would be 

presented to the Commission at its Sixteenth Regular Session, the finalized regional report would be 

published together with the final SoW BFA. Prior to its publication, the revised regional report would 

be submitted to the National Focal Points, for their comments and inputs. 

 

IV. NEEDS AND PRIORITIES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND 

SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  

11. The Commission Secretariat introduced the relevant chapters of the draft regional synthesis 

report, highlighting the key findings from the preliminary analysis of reports so far received from 

countries. In the first session, addressing monitoring and assessment of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture in the region, topics presented included definitions and examples of associated biodiversity 

and ecosystem services, and the relation between them; the status of submission of Country Reports in 

the region; reporting constraints, production systems reported; examples of associated biodiversity and 

wild food species and their status and trends; examples of national information systems; and needs and 

priorities for monitoring and assessment of biodiversity for food and agriculture reported by countries. 

12. In the second session, highlights from the draft regional synthesis report on the topics of 

sustainable use, conservation, access and exchange for biodiversity for food and agriculture were 

presented. Topics included practices promoting the maintenance and use of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture and examples in the region; examples where biodiversity for food and agriculture is used to 

cope with climate change, invasive alien species and natural or human made disasters; the importance 

of traditional knowledge in different countries on biodiversity for food and agriculture and in situ  and  

ex situ  conservation projects. Finally, reference was made to the access, benefit sharing and exchange 

                                                           
5 Cameroon, Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia, Mali, Kenya, Zambia 
6 Mauritius, Sierra Leone 
7 Burundi, Gabon, Guinea, Senegal, Tanzania 
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of biodiversity for food and agriculture, mostly referring to the Nagoya Protocol. The presentation 

concluded on needs and priorities reported by countries.  

13. During the third session, participants considered the key findings of the draft regional report 

with regard to policies, institutions, capacity and regional and international cooperation, on the basis of 

examples of national policies addressing the sustainable use and conservation of associated biodiversity 

and wild food species. Different strengths and weaknesses were highlighted with regard to invasive 

alien species policies. The presentation concluded on the needs and priorities for the fields of policies, 

institutions, capacity building and regional and international cooperation.   

14. Following these introductions, participants highlighted the difficulties in coordinating and 

collaborating with representatives from different ministries in their countries in order to gather 

information for the report on the State of Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture. In some cases, it was 

reported that ministries were not always ready to share data available. A number of participants reflected 

on the idea of establishing an organization within the country that would be responsible to coordinate 

efforts on biodiversity for food and agriculture. All participants from countries considered that support 

from a regional organization such as the African Union could help countries establish such an 

organization.  

15. Other topics discussed included that in several countries, information collected for the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) reporting and the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action 

Plan (NBSAP) process was used in the preparation of Country Reports, although the information 

usually does not refer explicitly to food and agriculture. Participants stressed the need to mobilize 

financial support for the collection of data on biodiversity for food and agriculture. They also expressed 

that technical support was a very important aspect of the Country Report preparation, and wished to 

benefit from further capacity building activities.  

16. Participants highlighted the importance of undertaking research and establishing curricula and 

training programs on biodiversity for food and agriculture and the need to develop skills in the field of 

biodiversity conservation. Moreover, participants stressed the need to collect information on traditional 

knowledge of sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity for food and agriculture. Participants 

discussed the specificities of the International Treaty for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture and the Nagoya Protocol. 

 

V. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

17. In their closing remarks, participants considered that the meeting clarified concepts and was of 

great support for the preparation of Country Reports. Some countries announced that their reports will 

be updated based on knowledge and information gained during the consultation, and that their NBSAPs 

would be reviewed to incorporate aspects of biodiversity relevant to food and agriculture.  

18. Mr Cheikh Alassane Fall, Focal Point of Senegal, read out a Declaration from Focal Points at 

the regional consultation in which they a) invite the African Union to include in its strategy a special 

chapter on biodiversity for food and agriculture, associated biodiversity and ecosystem services derived 

from agricultural, forest and pastoral systems, and b) request FAO to technically support the African 

Union and its member countries in the development and implementation of their strategy on biodiversity 

for food and agriculture. The Declaration is contained in Annex III.  

19. In her closing remarks, Ms Irene Hoffmann thanked participants for the fruitful discussions and 

valuable contributions. She expressed her gratitude to FAO RAF and FAO SFE for their assistance in 

the organization of the meeting. She encouraged participants to submit their Country Report by 15 July 

2016 and highlighted that the information submitted by National Focal Points should be officially 

endorsed by national authorities to be included in the draft global Report to be presented at the 16th 

Session of the Commission in January 2017. Finally, she recognized that an important network of 
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National Focal Points for the process of the State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

report has been created and the capacity in this field is being built and will continue to grow. She 

encouraged participants to take part of important coming events on the mainstreaming of biodiversity 

in the agriculture, fishery and forestry sectors. She also expressed gratitude to the government of 

Germany, who made these regional consultations possible thanks to a generous donation.  

20. Mr Foday Bojang, on behalf of Mr Bukar Tijani, Assistant Director-General and Regional 

Representative for Africa, referred to the FAO Strategic Framework and encouraged participants to 

ensure that their national ministries are informed of what their FAO country offices offer and to 

ensure that biodiversity for food and agriculture is included in their Country Programming 

Framework. This way FAO could help support related project through Technical Cooperation 

Programme (TCP) or Technical Cooperation Programme Facility project (TCPF). 
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ANNEX I 

INFORMAL REGIONAL CONSULTATION  

THE STATE OF AFRICA’S BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

 

Time Title  

DAY 1 

9:00 – 9:30 Registration  

9:30 – 11:00 Opening address Assistant Director-

General/Regional 

Representative for Africa, 

FAO Regional Office 

Opening address Secretary, Commission on 

Genetic Resources for Food 

and Agriculture 

Tour de Table and group photo 

Status of preparation of The State of the 

World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

Commission Secretariat 

Presentation of the programme and objectives 

of the consultation 

Commission Secretariat 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break 

11:15 – 12:30 Assessment and monitoring 

Key findings and recommendations of Country 

Reports – Presentation and short discussion 

Commission Secretariat 

Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Identifying needs and priorities – working groups 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break 

15:45 – 17:00 Priorities for action – reporting to plenary and discussion 

Reception  

DAY 2 

9:30 – 10:30 Sustainable use and conservation 

Key findings and recommendations of Country 

Reports – Presentation and short discussion 

Commission Secretariat 

Identifying needs and priorities – working groups 

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 

10:45 – 12:30 Priorities for action – reporting to plenary and discussion 

Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Policies, institutions and capacity 

Regional and international cooperation 
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Time Title  

Key findings and recommendations of Country 

Reports – Presentation and short discussion 

Commission Secretariat 

Identifying needs and priorities – working groups 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45 – 17:00 Policies, institutions and capacity 

Regional and international cooperation 

Identifying needs and priorities – working groups 

Priorities for action – reporting to plenary and discussion 

DAY 3 

9:30 – 10:30 Review and finalize regional recommendations for priorities for action 

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee Break 

10:45 – 12:30 Review and finalize regional recommendations for priorities for action 

Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Final discussions 

 Evaluation of the Workshop 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45 – 17:00 Closing Remarks Commission Secretariat 
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ANNEX II 

 

Table 1. Needs, priorities and possible actions for the assessment and monitoring of biodiversity for food and agriculture, as identified during 

the informal regional consultation for Africa (Addis Abeba, 24−26 May 2016) 

Main area Priorities needs Possible actions to be undertaken Scale of importance 

1. Availability and access to 

information and knowledge  

Need to establish an inventory 

of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture including associated 

biodiversity and traditional 

knowledge 

 

Make an inventory on biodiversity for food and agriculture and associated biodiversity as 

well as wild species consumed and ecosystem services 

 

Gather knowledge and endogenous practices on biodiversity for food and agriculture and 

associated biodiversity 

 

Information and knowledge 

sharing platform 

 

Share information and reports of countries on biodiversity for food and agriculture so that 

countries can learn from each other 

 

Share the meeting report with the African Union 

 

Research on biodiversity for 

food including associated 

biodiversity  

Develop plans and research programs on associated biodiversity within universities and 

research institutes 

 

Institutionalize and empower organizations implied in research on biodiversity for food and 

agriculture, taking into account communities and traditional knowledge 

 

Develop international cooperation activities for research on associated biodiversity 

 

2. Capacity development Capacity building and 

development of skills 

Identify the stakeholders and organizations involved in the management of biodiversity for 

food and agriculture 

 

Assess the need to strengthen the capacity of stakeholders and of organizations involved in 

the management of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Strengthen the capacity of communities, stakeholders and other organizations in the field of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Training on monitoring/evaluation of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Establish and strengthen information and communication systems on biodiversity for food 

and agriculture 

 

Support to National Focal Points from FAO for the preparation of Country Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important 

Development of assessment 

and monitoring tools 

Develop monitoring and assessment tools for associated biodiversity, avoiding duplication 

with other assessments 
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Develop assessment tools in a participatory way (e.g. Country Report guidelines) and seek 

ways to harmonize tools to better reflect Country specificities  

 

Establish indicators for monitoring and evaluation ( conservation, preservation, sustainable 

management and enhancement of biodiversity for food and agriculture) in line with Aichi 

biodiversity targets and the relevant Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Improved involvement of FAO 

country offices 

Countries should actively engage FAO country offices in order to get assistance   

3. Policy and institutions  Increased awareness of 

biodiversity for food and 

agriculture 

Improve awareness of biodiversity for food and agriculture to promote a higher place of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture on the political agenda  

 

Organize workshops and produce policy briefs targeting policy-makers and communities 

 

Integrate into school curricula the issues of biodiversity for food and agriculture and 

associated biodiversity 

 

Raise awareness of consumers on the benefits of biodiversity for food and agriculture and in 

particular associated biodiversity 

 

Coordination at the national 

level of activities related to 

biodiversity for food and 

agriculture 

Improve coordination efforts within institutions dealing with all sectors related to 

biodiversity for food and agriculture at the national level (e.g.: EBI)  

 

Develop guidelines or resolutions to facilitate coordination of activities related to 

biodiversity for food and agriculture at the national level by relevant regional organizations 

(e.g. African Union)  

 

Raise political actions via the African Union  

 

Institutionalize and empower organizations involved in the monitoring and assessment of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Organize workshops to clarify the responsibility and role of each stakeholder involved in the 

management of biodiversity for food and agriculture at the national level 

Very important 

4. Financial support Mobilization of financial 

resources 

Advocacy/lobbying governments, technical and financial partners 

 

Search for additional funds  (e.g. Taxes, Redd+, Green funds, South-South cooperation) 

 

Develop sub-regional projects (e.g. WAAP/PPAAO) 
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Table 2. Needs, priorities and possible actions for the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity for food and agriculture, and its access 

and benefit sharing mechanisms, as identified during the informal regional consultation for Africa (Addis Ababa, 24−26 May 2016)  

Main area Priority needs Possible actions to be undertaken Scale of importance 

1. Technical and 

scientific capacity 

Strengthening technical and scientific 

capacities in the field of sustainable 

use, conservation and access and 

benefit sharing for biodiversity for food 

and agriculture  

Identify stakeholders in the field of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Develop research tools in the field of sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity for 

food and agriculture 

 

Build human resources capacity at all levels  required for the conservation and sustainable 

use of biodiversity for food and agriculture from communities, research and policy level 

 

Develop incentive policies for research in the field of biodiversity especially in certain 

specialties (e.g. taxonomy, ethnobotany)  

 

Strengthen or rehabilitate management and conservation infrastructure for biodiversity for 

food and agriculture 

 

2. Development of 

knowledge and 

awareness 

Enhancing knowledge on associated 

biodiversity, wild foods and 

management practices 

 

Undertake studies or other activities related to the development and strengthening of 

knowledge on : 

- The economic, nutritional, social and cultural value of associated biodiversity 

- The contribution of wild foods to food security 

- Sustainable management practices and their impacts on biodiversity for food and 

agriculture 

- The valorisation of traditional knowledge 

- Taxonomy and characterization 

 

Awareness raising and promotion of 

sustainable use, sustainable 

management practices and access and 

benefit sharing 

Communicate, share and disseminate the results of different studies undertaken in the field 

of biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Develop policy briefs, workshops, seminars and media releases to improve awareness of 

conservation issues for policy makers, development agents and producers including farmers 

Develop policy briefs, workshops, seminars and media releases for access and benefit 

sharing 

 

Seek and promote sustainable consumption behaviors, e.g. promote other sources of energy 

such as solar to avoid over exploitation of trees 

 

3. Good practices for the 

conservation and 

sustainable use 

Development and improvement of 

practices for the conservation and 

sustainable use 

Promote diverse farming  systems (e.g. integrated  farming systems, agro-ecology) 

 

Reduce land use change 

 

Improve harvesting practices from the wild 
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Inventorize and improve harvesting practices of associated biodiversity from the wild, 

including their possible domestication, as appropriate 

Integrated  approaches to conservation Complement in situ conservation with ex situ conservation as appropriate 

 

 

Restoration 

 

Identify and implement appropriate technologies and strategies for restoration, including re-

introduction and domestication  

 

4. Policies and 

cooperation 

Strengthening and promoting 

collaboration and coordination between 

stakeholders in the field of biodiversity 

for food and agriculture 

Identify the different categories of actors 

 

Establish a multi stakeholder coordination mechanism 

 

Integrate into national development policies the issues of sustainable use and conservation of 

biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

Create or strengthen a harmonized legislative and regulatory framework which is adequate 

for access and benefit sharing arising from the use of biodiversity for food and agriculture  

(Nagoya Protocol and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture (ITPGRFA)) 

 

Build synergies for conservation amongst African countries  

 

Develop integrated regional policies for an integrated approach to biodiversity for food and 

agriculture conservation 

 

Harmonize regional frameworks for access and benefit sharing 

 

5. Financial capacity Reinforcing the financial capacity in 

the field of sustainable use and 

conservation of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture 

 

Establish investment plans for the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity for food 

and agriculture 

 

Establish a funding mechanism ( e.g. national budget, fund raising through projects) 
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Table 3. Possible actions concerning the policies and programs, capacity development, cooperation and institutions relevant to biodiversity for 

food and agriculture, as identified during the informal regional consultation for Africa (Addis Ababa, 24-26 April of 2016) 

Dimension Priority needs Possible actions Who 

1. Development 

and/or harmonization 

of policies 

Development of an inventory of national legal 

acts regulating biodiversity for food and 

agriculture 

Conduct an inventory of existing instruments at the national level including 

traditional laws 

Governments and stakeholders 

Development and strengthening of existing 

texts 

 

Propose laws and texts adapted to biodiversity for food and agriculture 

(Elaboration of a national legislation on biodiversity for food and agriculture) 

 

Raise awareness and consciousness on the texts elaborated 

 

Strengthen the capacity of national legal experts in the field of biodiversity 

for food and agriculture management 

Governments and stakeholders, international 

organizations (FAO, CBD) 

Mainstreaming biodiversity for food and 

agriculture issues in strategy documents  

related to biodiversity for food and agriculture 

and associated biodiversity 

Review and upgrade existing strategies on biodiversity (e.g. NBSAP) to 

include biodiversity for food and agriculture and associated biodiversity 

 

Organize and facilitate advocacy and 

awareness raising events 

  

Involve relevant stakeholders, cooperate with international bodies 

(conventions) and conduct workshops, seminars, media activities 

Government institutions, regional bodies, 

international bodies, civil society 

2.Programmes Development of research on biodiversity for 

food and agriculture and associated 

biodiversity 

Prepare and implement research programmes on biodiversity for food and 

agriculture and associated biodiversity, conduct assessments and undertake 

research 

 

Development and implementation of tools for 

the monitoring and management of biodiversity 

for food and agriculture 

Put in place GIS programme for the monitoring and management on 

biodiversity for food and agriculture, including the aspects of  collection 

management of data, and dissemination of  information 

 

3. Institutions 

 

Coordination of institutions at the national 

level 

Establish an enabling policy and legal framework as well as secure human, 

financial and physical resources  

 

Build synergies and cooperation between relevant stakeholders 

 

Raise awareness at the community level and encourage participatory 

management 

Governments and technical/financial 

partners 

 

4. Capacities 

 

Improvement of infrastructures Assess capacity needs, mobilize financial resources, develop technical 

support (including for lab technicians) and procure laboratory equipment 

(including GIS softwares) 

Government, Development partners, Private 

Sector, Schools and academic institutions, 
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Research organizations, Conservation 

agencies 

Development of a capacity building 

programme, including for institutions 

 

Assess capacity needs 

 

Develop and implement professional capacity building programmes (i.e 

seminars, workshops, educational, informational and communication 

programmes) for technical teams and other relevant stakeholders including 

local communities 

 

Mobilize financial resources 

Policy makers and technical directorates  

 

 

Development of  educational programmes on 

biodiversity for food and agriculture 

 

 

Assess capacity needs and develop and implement curriculum programmes 

on biodiversity for food and agriculture  

 

Mainstream biodiversity into existing training curriculum at the secondary 

level and university level 

 

Develop long and short term training programmes 

 

Mobilize financial resources and develop trainings for educational staff 

Government, Development partners, Private 

Sector, technical/financial partners 

 

Establishment of  a financing mechanism 

 

Develop an investment plan or a project for financing research and 

development programmes 

 

Lobby for financial support from the private sector agencies or other relevant 

funding partners 

 

5.Cooperation  

 

Decentralized national, regional and sub 

regional programmes 

Improve networking between different national programs and national, sub 

regional and regional projects 

National stakeholders, regional and 

international organizations 

Develop a national action plan for biodiversity 

for food and agriculture and associated 

biodiversity ( includes all areas) 

  

Establishment and fostering of cooperation 

(national, regional and international) 

 

Share resources, inform and exchange knowledge, develop synergies between 

relevant stakeholders 

Government agencies, Regional bodies, 

International , Conventions/bodies, Civil 

Society, Community based organizations 

Establishment of a regional cooperation  

framework on biodiversity for food and 

agriculture  

 

Identify stakeholders/ actors at national and international levels 

 

Put in place a governance mechanism for the proposed framework 

 

Establish a monitoring programme on the collaboration mechanism with the 

Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) 
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ANNEX III: Declaration 

 

We the delegates of governments from 19 countries in Africa (Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African 

Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 

Kenya, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe), attending 

the Informal Regional Consultation on the State of Africa’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture, held 

in Addis Ababa, in Ethiopia, from the 24 to 26 May 2016,  

Recognizing that a large number of the continent’s poor rely directly on biodiversity and ecosystem 

services, and their livelihoods are affected first and foremost by the over-utilization and subsequent loss 

of biodiversity; 

Recognizing that the vast potentials of Africa’s agricultural biodiversity resources remain largely 

underutilized, with only a very small portion of this biological diversity being used for food, health and 

welfare by the populations; 

Recognizing that biodiversity will represent an essential asset for the implementation of the Paris 

Agreement and for humanity to adapt to climate change and to build resilience to ensure food security 

under a changing climate;  

Recognizing the need for proper coordination in actions of technical and financial support, including 

the alignment of these support programs and activities related to the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP), the Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Growth and 

Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods, among others;  

Recalling that the 16th ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 

African Union has passed a decision to include biodiversity among its priorities (Doc. Assembly/AU/15 

(XVI) Add.3, 2011) that the AU Agenda 2063, under its Goal 1.7 (Environmentally sustainable and 

climate resilient economies and communities) contain a Priority Area on biodiversity, conservation and 

sustainable natural resource management; 

Invite the African Union to include in its continental strategy on biodiversity, a special chapter on the 

biodiversity for food and agriculture, associated biodiversity and ecosystem services derived from 

agricultural systems, including forestry and pastoral systems;  

Request the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to technically support the African 

Union and Member States on issues related to biodiversity for food and agriculture, reflecting its 

specificity. 

 

Addis Ababa, 26 May 2016 
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ANNEX IV 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS FROM COUNTRIES AND REGIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 

BURKINA FASO 

 

Mr Widegnoma Jean de Dieu NITIEMA 

Ingénieur de conception en Vulgarisation 

agricole, Point Focal National 

Ministère de l’Agriculture et des 

aménagements hydrauliques 

Ouagadougou 

Phone: +226 705394667 

Email: w.jeandedieu@gmail.com 

 

BURUNDI 

 

Ms Claudine KAMARIZA 

Advisor 

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 

Ngagara, Quartier 4 

Bujumbura 

Phone: +257 71624542 

Email: kamaclau@yahoo.fr  

 

 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

 

Mr Jean-Claude BOMBA 

Inspecteur Central en matière d’Ecologie et 

du Développement Durable 

Ministère de l’Environnement, du 

Développement Durable, des Eaux, Forêts, 

Chasses et Pêche 

Bangui 

Phone: +236 75508279 

Email: jcbomba@hotmail.com 

 

CHAD 

 

Mr Mahamat Hassane OUMAR 

Ingénieur des Eaux 

Ministère de l’Environnement et de la 

Pêche 

N’djamena 

Phone: +235 66404385 

Email: oumarmahamat75@gmail.com 

 

 

COMOROS 

 

Mr Madi ABASSE 

Responsible des organisations 

professionnelles Agricoles et de 

l’animation rurale 

Ex-CEFADER Mdé 

Moroni 

Phone: +269 3377182 

Email: abassemadi@hotmail.fr 

 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 

CONGO 

 

Ms Brigitte KAJINGA 

Chef de Division Suivi et Evaluation au 

Service de Quarantaine Animale et 

Végétale  

Kinshasa 

Phone: +243 0815121070 

Email: brigkajinga@gmail.com 
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ETHIOPIA 

 

Mr Genene TEFERA 

Director 

Biodiversity Conservation and Use 

Directorate 

Ethiopian Institute of Biodiversity 

Addis Ababa 

Phone: +… 

Email: tgenene@ibc.gov.et 

 

GAMBIA (THE) 

 

Mr Ousainou TOURAY 

Deputy Director 

Department of Parks and Wildlife 

Management 

Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, 

Water Resources, Parks and Wildlife 

Banjul 

Phone: +220 9817559 

Email: oustouray@gmail.com 

 

 

GUINEA 

 

Mr Boubacar DIALLO 

Docteur es Sciences Zootechniques 

Ministère de l’Elevage et des Productions 

Animales 

Conakry 

Phone: +224 628 02 88 06 / 655 79 43 79 

Email: boubacarbalaise@gmail.com 

 

 

GUINEA-BISSAU 

 

Mr Lourenço Monteiro CARVALHO DE 

ABREU 

Entomologiste (Master of Science) 

Directeur National de la Vulgarisation 

Agricole 

Ministère de l'Agriculture 

Bissau 

Phone: +245 966869522 

Email: lourencoabreu7@gmail.com 

 

 

KENYA 

 

Mr Desterio NYAMONGO 

Senior Principal Research Officer and  

Director 

Genetic Resources Research Institute 

Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research 

Organization 

Nairobi 

Phone: +254 202519701 

Email: dnyamongo@yahoo.co.uk 

desterio.nyamongo@kalro.org 

 

MALI 

 

Mr Harouna COULIBALY 

Agro-Environnementaliste 

Chercheur au Laboratoire Sol-Eau-Plante 

Centre Régional de Rechercher 

Agronomique_Sotuba 

Institut d’Economie Rurale 

Bamako 

Phone : +223 44383091 

Fax: +223 76494023 

Email: hscoulibaly@yahoo.fr  

 

 

RWANDA 

 

Dr. Jean Damascene NDAYAMBAJE 

Principal Research Fellow 

Head of Forestry and Agroforestry Program 

Southern Agriculture Zone Division 

Rwanda Agriculture Board (RAB) 

Tel.: +250 788 487 721/738 200 391 

E-mail: ndjeadamas@yahoo.fr  

 

 

mailto:dnyamongo@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:desterio.nyamongo@kalro.org
https://legacyhqmail.fao.org/owa/redir.aspx?REF=fY29lLp5jT18sy94l7Jk2jV13EahW4RX9vdmwbQSGkMkOx_JCYrTCAFtYWlsdG86bmRqZWFkYW1hc0B5YWhvby5mcg..
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SENEGAL 

 

Mr Cheikh Alassane FALL 

Directeur 

Unité de Production de Semences de 

Céréales et de Légumineuses (UPSem-CL 

Chef du Bureau de la Propriété 

Intellectuelle à l'Institut Sénégalais de 

Recherches Agricoles 

Dakar 

Phone: +221 33 / 765972880 

Email: cheikhalassane.fall@gmail.com 

 

 

SIERRA LEONE 

 

Mr William BANGURA 

Director  

Forestry Division 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

Security 

Freetown 

Phone: +232 76673455 

Email: williambangura86@gmail.com 

 

SWAZILAND 

 

Mr Thembinkosi GUMEDZE 

Manager 

National Plant Genetic Resources 

Malkerns Research Station 

Malkerns 

Phone: +268 25274075 

Email: tg.tgumedze@gmail.com 

 

TANZANIA 
 

Ms Margaret MOLLEL 

The Curator 

Principal Research Scientist 

National Plant Genetic Resources Centre 

Arusha 

Phone: +225 272509674  

+ 255 767 935261 

Fax: +225 272509674 

Email: mjk_mollel@yahoo.com 

 

 

ZAMBIA 

 

Mr Dickson NG’UNI 

Acting Head  

Crop Improvement and Agronomy 

Zambia Agriculture Research Institute 

Chilanga 

Phone: +260 211 278380 

Fax: +260 211 278130 

Email: dickson.nguni@gmail.com 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 

Mr Kudzai KUSENA 

Acting Head 

Genetic Resources and Biotechnology 

Institute 

Harare 

Phone: +263 4702519 

Email: kudzaikusena@yahoo.com 

 

 

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Mr Carlo FADDA 

Bioversity International 

Ethiopian Country Representative 

c/o ILRI Campus 

P.O.Box 5689 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Phone: +251 116172445 

Mobile: +251 923502760 

Email: c.fadda@cgiar.org 

 

Mr Tadele TEFERA 

Head 

International Centre of Insect Physiology 

and Ecology (ICIPE) 

Ethiopia Country Office 

P.O.Box 5689 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Phone: +251 116172596 

Email: ttefera@icipe.org 
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Mr Siboniso MOYO 

Programme Leader Animal Science for 

Sustainable Productivity and 

Director General’s Representative in 

Ethiopia 

International Livestock Research Institute  

P.O.Box 5689 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Phone: +251 116172221 

Mobile: +251 911230109 

Email: S.Moyo@cgiar.org 

 

Ms Jean HANSON 

Project leader, Forage diversity 

International Livestock Research Institute  

P.O.Box 5689 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Phone: +251 116172000 

Email: J.Hanson@cgiar.org 
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