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REPORT

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The seventh meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to Enhance the
Functioning of the Multilateral System (Working Group) was opened by the Co-chairs, Mr. Bert
Visser (Netherlands) and Mr. Javad Mozafari (Iran). They highlighted the substantial progress
made by the Working Group and urged participants to focus on solutions rather than problems at
this meeting.

2. Mr. Kent Nnadozie, Secretary a.i. of the International Treaty, welcomed the Working
Group to FAO and invited its members to take advantage of this additional meeting in seeking
compromise on outstanding matters. He thanked the governments of Switzerland and Italy for
generously providing the necessary extra-budgetary funds that allowed this meeting to take place.

ITEM 2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

3. The Working Group adopted its Agenda, as provided in Appendix 1. The list of
participants is provided in Appendix 2.

ITEM3. CO-CHAIRS’ REPORT TO THE
SEVENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BODY

4. The Co-chairs then provided a brief update on the Informal Consultation on the
Enhancement of the Functioning of the Multilateral System that was held from 29 to 31 May
2017 in Prangins, Switzerland. The meeting gathered around 25 experts, including some members
of the Working Group, in an informal setting under Chatham House Rules, to explore ideas and
options of how to make progress in reaching results from the work of the Working Group. The
Co-chairs used some of the discussions at the meeting as a basis for developing their draft Co-
chairs’ Proposal.

5. The Co-chairs of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee on the Funding Strategy (Committee),
Mr. Pierre du Plessis and Mr. Alwin Kopse, gave an update on the work carried out by the
Committee during this biennium.

6. The Working Group thanked the two Co-chairs of the Committee for their detailed report
on the process to review the Funding Strategy of the International Treaty, in particular as it relates
to the work of the Working Group, and it requested its Co-chairs to continue to liaise closely with
the Co-chairs of the Committee, in preparation for the Seventh Session of the Governing Body.
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7. The Co-chairs informed the Working Group that they had received a declaration of
commitmentt signed by 23 seed companies based in Asia, Europe and North America, expressing
their intention to become subscribers under the enhanced Multilateral System, provided that
certain business critical conditions would be met. Upon invitation by the Co-chairs, Mr. Jean-
Christophe Gouache, a representative of one of these companies and the current president of the
International Seed Federation, provided further details on the context, contents and objectives of
this declaration. The Working Group thanked the representative for his explanations and for the
initiative of this group of seed companies.

8. The Co-chairs then introduced the document, IT/OWG-EFMLS-7/17/2, Draft Co-chairs’
Proposal from the Outcomes of the Meetings of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to
Enhance the Functioning of the Multilateral System, clarifying that they will finalize a revised
Co-chairs’ Proposal as their report to the Seventh Session of the Governing Body after having
listened to the discussions of the Working Group at this meeting, complementing the Report of
the Working Group of this meeting. The Working Group welcomed the initiative by the Co-
Chairs to provide structured guidance for the discussions.

9. The Working Group provided feedback to the Co-Chairs on the elements contained in the
chapters of the draft Co-Chairs’ Proposal and requested the Co-Chairs to take into account its
views and comments in the finalization of the document. As regards to issues related to the
revised SMTA, the Working Group noted the Co-Chairs’ recommendation that all payments
should be mandatory under the revised SMTA, if certain conditions are met.

10. The Working Group considered that the two access mechanisms in the revised SMTA
should be workable and balanced while creating conditions for the Subscription System to be
attractive to potential users. It was suggested that these objectives could be reached by defining
payment rates and other SMTA conditions differentiating between the two access mechanisms. A
yearly maximum threshold of accessions available under the single access mechanism should not
be considered.

11. The Working Group noted the importance of minimizing administrative transaction costs
associated with becoming a subscriber and maintaining subscriber status. In this context, it was
considered potentially useful to explore managing subscriptions through the Global Information
System.

12. The Working Group considered that there should be further discussions on exploring
modalities and options for countries to become subscribers.

13. The Working Group requested the Co-Chairs, in finalizing the Co-Chairs’ Proposal, to
further consider the issue of transfer of PGRFA to farmers for direct use for cultivation, including
by taking into account the relevant opinions of the Ad Hoc Technical Advisory Committee on the
Multilateral System and the SMTA.

14, In relation to the development of a system of payment rates, the Working Group noted
the need to set differentiated payment rates. The differentiation of rates should be significant
between the different access mechanisms envisaged under the revised SMTA and between
Articles 6.7 and 6.8. Such differentiation of rates was identified as one of the key issues to take
into account in making the Subscription System more attractive.

15. On conditions for withdrawal from the Subscription System, there was overall agreement
on setting the minimum subscription period at 10 years while there was no consensus on a period
for making mandatory benefit-sharing payments after withdrawal.

16. The Working Group reiterated the need to have further clarification on the legal
definition of the term “sales” and it was agreed that this issue will be referred to the Standing

1 http://www.fao.org/3/a-bs773e.pdf




IT/OWG-EFMLS-7/17/Report 3

Group of Legal Experts. The Working Group looked forward to getting further clarity on this
issue at the time of the Seventh Session of the Governing Body.

17. On the issue of the package of measures for the enhancement of the Multilateral System
that includes the expansion of the scope of the Multilateral System, the Working Group pointed
out that there was a need for continuing discussions on the details and modalities associated with
the way in which a viable Growth Plan could be developed, that would allow for a coordinated
and balanced process for the measures to come into effect. It noted that further discussions are
needed on the details and modalities on how such a plan could be workable. In that regard, the
Working Group provided detailed feedback and suggestions on the Growth Plan to be taken into
account by the Co-Chairs in finalizing the Co-Chairs’ Proposal.

ITEM 4. PREPARATIONS FOR THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING
BODY, INCLUDING DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION

17. The Co-Chairs introduced a proposal for possible elements of a draft Resolution,
Measures to enhance the functioning of the Multilateral System. The Working thanked the Co-
Chairs for this proposal and provided general feedback for the Co-Chairs to take into account in
further developing the proposed draft Resolution and its Annexes. The Working Group requested
the Co-Chairs to attach such document to the Co-Chairs’ Proposal.

18. The Working Group also requested the Co-Chairs to continue playing an active role in
preparing for the Seventh Session of the Governing Body, including through informal
consultations with Contracting Parties and relevant stakeholders.

19. The Working Group raised a number of procedural issues on how certain agenda items
and specific issues will be handled at the Seventh Session of the Governing Body. The Working
Group requested the Co-Chairs to refer these procedural issues to the Bureau of the Seventh
Session of the Governing Body in conjunction with their report on the outcomes of this meeting.

ITEMS. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

20. The Working Group adopted the Report of its seventh meeting.
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Appendix 1

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

SEVENTH MEETING OF THE AD-HOC OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP TO
ENHANCE THE FUNCTIONING OF THE MULTILATERAL SYSTEM

Rome, Italy, 5—7 September 2017

AGENDA

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting
Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

Co-chairs’ Report to the Seventh Session of the Governing Body

M w N e

Preparations for the Seventh Session of the Governing Body, including discussion of the
draft Resolution

5. Adoption of the Report
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Appendix 2
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr Pierre DU PLESSIS

ABS Expert

Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET)
Windhoek

Namibia

E-mail: pierre.sadc@gmail.com

Mr Desterio Ondieki NYAMONGO
Centre Director, GeRRI, KALRO
P0.Box 30148-00100,

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel : +254-725234249

E-mail: dnyamongo@yahoo.co.uk

Mr Kudzai KUSENA

Curator

Genetic Resources and Biotechnology Institute
Fifth Street Extension

PO Box CY 550

Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe

Tel: +263 4 704531 - 702519 - 704531

Cell: +263 773041186

Fax: +263 4 700339

E-mail: kudzaikusena@yahoo.com

Mr Zulhairil ARIFFIN

Research Officer

Agrobiodiversity and Environment Research Centre

Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute (MARDI)
Persiaran MARDI-UPM

43400 Serdang

Selangor, Malaysia

Tel: +6013-523 1123

Email: hairi@mardi.gov.my

Mr Sunil ARCHAK

Indian Council of Agricultural Research
National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources
Pusa Campus, New Delhi

110012, India

Tel.: +11 25843697 / 25841177

Cell.: +11 9999421947

E-mail: sunil.archak@icar.gov.in

Cc: director.nbpgr@icar.gov.in

Ms Tashi Yangzome DORJI
Program Director

National Biodiversity Centre
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests
P.O. Box 875
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Thimphu, Bhutan

Tel: +975-2-351416/ 321142/ 322855
Fax: +975-2-351219

E-mail: yangzome2011@gmail.com

Mr Nestor ALTOVEROS

Associate Professor

Institute of Crop Science

College of Agriculture and Food Science
University of the Philippines Los Bafios
College, Laguna, Philippines

Tel: +63 495016649

Fax: +63 495363438

E-mail: ncaltoveros@yahoo.com

Mr Akio YAMAMOTO

Researcher

Genetic Resources Center

National Agriculture and Food Research Organization
2-1-2 Kannondai, Tsukuba

Ibaraki, 305-8602, Japan

Tel: +81-29-838-8707

E-mail: yamaaki@affrc.qgo.jp
akio.yamamoto.kv551@gmail.com

Mr Bert VISSER (Co-Chair)
Policy Advisor

EUROPE Centre for Genetic Resources
Wageningen University and Research
P.O. Box 16
6700 AA Wageningen, The Netherland
Tel: +31 317 480993
Mobile: +31 6 24565294
Emial: bert.visser@wur.nel

Mr Thomas MEIER

Biological Diversity and Biopatents
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
PO Box 14 02 70, D-53107

Bonn, Germany

Tel.: +49 228 99 529 4078

E-mail: thomas.meier@bmel.bund.de

Ms Patricia LARBOURET

Adjointe

Bureau Changement climatique et biodiversité

Direction générale de la performance économique et
environnementale des entreprises

Ministére de I’ Agriculture

3, rue Barbet de Jouy

75349 Paris, France

Tel: +33 149555907

E-mail: patricia.larbouret@agriculture.gouv.fr
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Mr Alwin KOPSE

Head of Unit

Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER)
Federal Office for Agriculture (FOAG)

International Affairs, Sustainable Development, Food Systems Unit
Mattenhofstrasse 5, 3003 Bern

CH 3003 Berne, Switzerland

Tel: +41 58 465 17 00

Fax: +41 58 462 26 34

E-mail: alwin.kopse@blw.admin.ch

Ms Svanhild Isabelle BATTA TORHEIM
Senior Advisor

Ministry of Agriculture and Food

Postboks 8007 Dep

0030 Oslo, Norway

Tel: +47 41123404

E-mail: sto@Imd.dep.no

Mr José Francisco MONTENEGRO VALLS
LATIN AMERICA AND  Agronomist
THE CARIBBEAN EMBRAPA Genetic Resources and Biotechnology/Cenargen
Parque Estacéo Bioldgica/PqEB
Cx.Postal 02372 - CEP 70770-917
Brasilia, DF - Brazil
Tel: +61 3448 4644
Fax: +61 3340 3624
E-mail: jose.valls@embrapa.br

Mr William SOLANO

Researcher, Genetic Resources and Biotechnology

Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center
Research and Development Division

CATIE Headquarters

7170 Cartago, Turrialba 30501

Costa Rica

Tel: +506 2558-2390

E-mail: wsolano@catie.ac.cr

Sr. César Guillermo TAPIA BASTIDAS

Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agropecuarias (INIAP)
Responsable

Departamento Nacional de Recursos Fitogenéticos

Estacion Experimental Santa Catalina

Av. Eloy Alfaro No.30-350 y Av. Amazonas

Quito, Ecuador

E-mail: cesar.tapia@iniap.gob.ec

Mr Roger Alberto BECERRA GALLARDO
Especialista en Acceso a Recursos Genéticos
SDRIA-DGIA-INIA

Sede Central

Lima, Peru

Tel: +51 939269910

E-mail: rbecerra@inia.gob.pe
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NEAR EAST

NORTH AMERICA

SOUTH WEST PACIFIC

Mr Federico CONDON PRIANO

Banco de Germoplasma del Instituto Nacional de Investigacion
Agropecuaria (INIA)

La Estanzuela, Colonia, Uruguay

Tel: +598 45748000

E-mail: fcondon@inia.org.uy

Mr Javad MOZAFARI HASHJIN (Co-Chair)

Professor, Plant Biotechnology;

National Plant Gene-Bank of Iran (NPGBI)

Director General, Academic Relations & International Affairs
Agricultural Research, Education and Extension Organization (AREEO)
Yemen St, Chamran Freeway

Tehran, Iran

Tel: +98 2122402013 / +98 9123763457

Email: jmozafar@yahoo.com

Mr Ali CHEHADE

Research Engineer

Plant Genetic Resources Unit
Department of Plant Biotechnology
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute
P.O Box 287

Zahlé, Lebanon

Tel: +961 8 900037

Fax: +961 8 900077

E-mail: alichehade@hotmail.com

Ms Catherine KARR-COLQUE

Office of Conservation and Water (OES/ECW)
US Department of State

2201 C Street NW, Room 2657

Washington, DC 20520, USA

Tel: +1202.647.2255

Fax: +1202.736.7351

E-mail: Karr-ColqueCJ@state.gov

Mr Axel DIEDERICHSEN
Research Scientist, Curator

Plant Gene Resources of Canada

107 Science Place

Saskatoon, STNOX2 Canada

Tel: +1 306 3859465

Fax: +1 306 3859489

E-mail: Axel.Diederichsen@agr.gc.ca

Ms Emily CARROLL

Policy Office

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
Australian Government

Canberra, Australia

E-mail: Emily.carroll@agriculture.gov.au
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OBSERVERS from STAKEHOLDER GROUPS

Public Eye
CIVIL SOCIETY Mr Laurent GABARELL
ORGANIZATIONS Zirich, Switzerland

Tel: +41 442777004
Fax: +41 442777001
E-mail: food@evb.ch

La Via Campesina

FARMERS’ Mr Guy KASTLER
ORGANIZATIONS La Sieure
FR 34210 La Caunette
France

Tel: +33 603945721
E-mail: guy.kastler@wanadoo.fr

Ms Anke VAN DEN HURK
SEED INDUSTRY Deputy Director
International Seed Federation - Plantum
Vossenburchkade 68
Gouda, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 182688668
Fax: +31 182688667
E-mail: a.vandenhurk@plantum.nl

Mr Thomas NICKSON

International Policy Research on behalf of
International Seed Federation

America Seed Trade Association

14327 Strawbridge Ct.

Chesterfield, MO 63017

Tel: +1-314-566-9365

E-mail: tenvironmental@gmail.com

Mr Michael HALEWOOD
CGIAR Head, Policy Research and Support Unit
CONSORTIUM Bioversity International

Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a
00057 Maccarese (Fiumicino)
Rome, Italy

Tel: +39 066118294

Fax: +39 0661979661

E-mail: M.Halewood@cgiar.org
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OBSERVERS FROM CONTRACTING PARTIES
ARGENTINA

Mr Luciano M. DONADIO LINARES
Secretario de Embajada

Direccion General de Asuntos Ambientales
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto
PMA Esmeralda 1212- Piso 14 Roma, ltalia
C1007ABR Buenos Aires

Argentina

E-mail: odo@mrecic.ov.ar

Mr D. Manrique ALTAVISTA

Secretario de Primera Clase

Representacion Permanente de la Republica Argentina ante la FAO, FIDA'Y PMA
Roma, Italia

E-mail: emfao@mrecic.gov.ar

Ms D. Francesca DE CRISTOFARO

Representacion Permanente de la Republica Argentina ante la FAO, FIDA'Y PMA
Roma, Italia

E-mail: cfy@mrecic.gov.arg

BRAZIL

Ms Larissa Maria LIMA COSTA

Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO, IFAD,WFP
Ministry of External Relations of Brazil

Tel.: +39 0668398429

Cell Phone (Whatsapp): +39 3923460768

E-mail: rebrasfao@itamaraty.gov.br

COSTA RICA

Mr Luis Fernando Ceciliano PIEDRA

Consejero

Representacion Permanente de Costa Rica

ante los organismos de Naciones Unidas con sede en Roma
Via Alberico Il, 33 Int. 12 - 00193

Roma, Italia

Tel: +39 06 80660390

Fax: +39 06 80660390

E-mail: miscr-fao@rree.go.cr

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Mr Thomas WEBER

Unit G1 Plant Health

Health and Food Safety DG (DG Sante)

Office B232 4/22 - BE-1040 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32-2-2957616

Fax: +32-2-2960951

E-mail: Thomas.Weber@ec.europa.eu
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FRANCE

Mr Frederic MALTERRE

Ministry of Agriculture

78 rue de Varenne

75349 Paris SP 07

Tel: +33 1 49 55 49 55

E-mail: frederic.malterre@agriculture.gouv.fr

Mr Francois BURGAUD

Groupement National Interprofessionnel
des Semences et plants. (GNIS)

44 rue du Louvre Paris, France

E-mail: francois.burgaud@gnis.fr

GERMANY

Ms Marliese VON DEN DRIESCH
Senior Officer for Agrobiodiversity
Federal Office for Agriculture and Food
Deichmanns Aue 29, D-53179

Bonn, Germany

Tel.: +49 228/ 6845 - 3241

Fax: +49 228/ 6845 - 3105

E-Mail: marliese.vondendriesch@ble.de

INDONESIA

Mr Muhamad SABRAN

Senior Researcher

ICABIOGRAD

Centre for Biotechnology and Genetic Resources
Research and Development
Indonesian Ministry of Agriculture
JL. Tentara Pelajar no. 3a

Bogor 16111, Indonesia

Phone: +62 2178831114

Fax: +62 2518338820

Email: msbran23@yahoo.com

JAPAN

Ms Ayako TAKADA

Deputy Director

Environment Policy Office, Policy Planning Division
Minister's Secretariat

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950, Japan
TEL: +81 3 6744 2017

FAX: +81 3 3591 6640

E-mail: ayako_takada550@maff.go.jp

Ms Kazuko TAKABATAKE
Deputy Director
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Global Environment Division

International Cooperation Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8919, Japan
Tel: +81-3-5501-8245

Fax: +81-3-5501-8244

E-mail: kazuko.takabatake@mofa.go.jp

PERU

Ms Claudia GUEVARA DE LA JARA
Ministra Consejera

Representante Permanente Alterna
Embajada de la Republica del Peru

Via Francesco Siacci, 2/B, int. 5

00197 Rome, Italy

Tel: +39 06 80691510/534

Fax: +39 06 80691777

E-Mail: cquevara@ambasciataperu.com

NETHERLANDS

Ms Kim VAN SEETERS

Senior Policy Officer

Directorate General for Agro Policy
The Hague, Netherlands

Tel: +31 78 639 51 03

Mobile: +31 6 31 00 22 37

E-mail: K.vanseeters@minez.nl

SWITZERLAND

Ms Hélene GONNET

Permanent Representation of Switzerland to FAO, IFAD and WFP
Via Aventina 32, 00153

Rome, Italy

Phone: +3906 8958 15 1

Fax: +39 06 89 58 15 99

E-mail: helene.gonnet@eda.admin.ch

UNITED KINGDOM

Mr Richard LITTLETON

SEO Plant Genetic Resources / Farming Productivity
DEFRA

Nobel House, 17 Smith Square

Westminster,

London SW1P 3JR, UK

Tel: + 44 020 802 64678 |

Email: Richard.littleton@Defra.gsi.gov.uk

Mr Simon PARKER

SEO Plant Genetic Resources / Farming Productivity
Defra

Nobel House, 17 Smith Square
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Westminster,
London SW1P 3JR, UK
Email: Simon.Parker@defra.gsi/gov.uk

UNITED STATED OF AMERICA

Ms Kathryn (Katy) YOUEL PAGE

Assistant Legal Adviser

Legal Office for Oceans, Environment and Science
U.S. Department of State

Tel: + 1 202-647-1660

E-mail: PageKY @state.gov

ZIMBABWE

Mr Cames MGUNI

Director

Research Services Division
P.O. Box CY 550

Causeway, Harare

Zimbabwe

Tel: +263 04700339

Cell: +263 712611772

E-mail: zpgs@Iwayafrica.co.zw

SILENT OBSERVERS

Ms Kathryn GARFORTH

Legal and Policy Officer

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
United Nations Environment Programme

413 Saint-Jacques St., Suite 800,

Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 1N9, Canada

Tel: +1 514 287 7030

Fax: +1 514 288 6588

E-mail: Kathryn.Garforth@chd.int

Ms Theresa A. GRESL

Senior IP Counsel

Centro Internacional de Mejoramiento de Maiz y Trigo (CIMMYT)

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT)

Carretera México-Veracruz Km. 45, Col. El Batan, Texcoco, México, C.P. 56237
Tel: +52 (55) 5804 2204 ext. 2403

skype: TGRESLT?22

celL: +52 (595) 109 6273

E-mail: T.GRESL @cqgiar.org

Ms Isabel LOPEZ NORIEGA

Policy Specialist

Genetic Resources Policies, Institutions and Monitoring Group
Bioversity International

Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a

00057 Maccarese (Fiumicino)

Rome, Italy
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Fax: +39 0661979661
E-mail: i.lopez@cqiar.org
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Senior Scientist

International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
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Ms Szonja CSORGO

Director Intellectual Property & Legal Affairs
European Seed Association (ESA)

Avenue des Arts 52, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 2743 28 60
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